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To Prom Dr. S h i r l e v _ v  

Date NOVP- 2 5 .  1985 Copies to  

Sub j e t  STATUS OF OAK W E  HpSPITU X E D U  RECORDS AT m V .  1985 

This  concerns the  s t a t u s  of medical records of members of tbc gene ra l  publ ic  
admit ted t o  t h e  Oak Ridge Hospi ta l  of t h e  Xethodist  Cburcb (ORHHC) t ha t  have 
been s t o r e d  i n  DOE and ORAU f a c i l i t i e s  i n  Oak Ridge a t  least s i n c e  1975. 
p r e p a r e d  t h i s  chronology f o r  an op in ion  ia  response t o  your request  f o r  
information fol loving the  November 13, 1985 a l lega t ions  by R. Alvarer  tha t  
epidemiologic records had been des t royed  and t h a t  t h e i r  des t ruc t ion  vas 
de t r imen ta l  t o  the on-going Heal th  and H o r t a l i t y  Study of DOE workers. 

I 

1. Ear ly  t o  m i d  1970s but  b e f o r e  September 1975: 

a. 

b. 

C. 

d. 

e. 

f .  

ORHMC needed a d d i t i o n a l  s t o r a g e  space ( t h i s  may have been re la ted  
t o  t h e  re loca t ion  of t b e  h o s p i t a l  pharmacy), and 

ORHHC requested a s s i s t a n c e  i n  s tor ing  some old medical records.  

Space vas i d e n t i f i e d  in or n e a r  the Oak Ridge o f f i c e s  of the 
University of P i t t s b u r g h  (UP) project1 then housed on t h e  f i r s t  
f loor  of t h e  A t o m i c  Energy Commission's Vance Road Building,  
vhich also vas occupied by ORAU'r Xedical and Health Sciences 
Division (MHSD). 

An undocumented number of metal 3-drawer f i l e  c a b i n e t s  conta in ing  
an undocumented number of records  covering an undocumented per iod 
of time, war-moved (undocumented) from OREHC to  t h e  Vance Road 
Building. * 

Sylvia A l i b c r t i ,  former Records Librarian,  ORRHC, told m e  
(11/18/85) tbat  t bc  r e c o r d s  moved from ONWC t o  Vance Road were, 
rad i n  her mind,' renaintd ORBLIC property. 
knowledge, the  records vere not released t o  any o t h e r  
organizat ion o r  i n d i v i d u a l ,  spec i f i ca l ly  they ve re  not  r e l eased  
t o  D r .  Hancuso. 

To Xs. Aliberti 'r 

Hs. Aliber t i  knev Viola F r o i t ,  then D r -  Hancuso's Oak Ridge 
Records Librar ian ,  bu t  van no t  aware of any plans D r .  Hancuso 
might have had f o r  the  ORHHC records. 
project  before  September 197s. 

Hr. Frost  l e f t  t h e  UP 

1. The s tudy of the  l i f e t ime  hea l th  and m o r t a l i t y  experience of employees of 
AEC ( E R D A )  employees vd6 conducted from 1964 t o  1977 by the Univers i ty  of 
P i tcsburgh  under a con t r ac t  with t h e  AEC (ERDA). 

,:,: 
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2 .  September 1975-October 1977 

/ a. Debbie Ringley joined Harcie Rice, d a t a  c l e r k  (now deceased) on 
the UP project  i n  September 1975. 

b. ORHHC records vere  in f i l e  c a b i n e t s  i n  or near  t h e  Patbology 
Laboratory, XHSD when Hs. P i a g l q  jo ined  the project. 

e. Xs. Ringley reca l led  Ha. Rice saying t h a t  Dr. llaacuso vould uae 
the records someday but  she (Its. G n g l e y )  kncv of no spec i f ic  
plans t o  do so. 

d. Offices and records of t h e  UP p r o j e c t  probably were moved in to  
ORAU's Tyrone Road Building ( former ly  t h e  M b o t t  Building) 

. sometime a f t e r  Hs. Ringley joined t h e  UP pro jec t  a t  Vancc b a d  i n  
September 1975 and before  ns. Tmpkins  vas hi red  by ORAU i n  Hay 
1976. 

e. A t  about the  same time as i n  2d,  c a b i n e t s  v i t h  the OREIHC m d i c a l  
records were moved from the  Vance Road Bui ld ing  t o  the Tyrone 
Road Building where they were s to red  a long  wi th  the UP project 
records i n  the  secured area a t  the w e s t  end of the building. 
There is no documentation of how many c a b i n e t s  of ORHHC records 
were moved a t  t h i s  t i m e ,  nor of t h e  number of records i n  the 
cabinets.  

f .  ORAU employees had no access  t o  the secured a r e a  nor t o  any 
record6 i n  the  Tyrone Road Building p r i o r  t o  the  t r ans fe r  of t h e  
cont rac t  from University of P i t t s b u r g h  to  O W  i n  August 1977. 

g. C u r r e n t  ORAU employees reca l l  t h a t  p r i o r  to ORAD having access t o  
the records i n  August 1977, t h e r e  vas saae movement of cabinet8 
of ORBHC record8 between the UP p r o j e c t  records  area i n  tbc 
Tyrone Road Building and t h e  O W C .  Cabinet8 of ORHNC records 
vere  taken from the Tyrone b a d  Bui ld ing  t o  t he  ORENC vhete the  
records vere cemoved And l e f t  a t  O m C ,  other ORBHC record8 were 
placed i n  the cabinctr .  
records vere moved back t o  t h e  Tyrone Road Building vhere the  
records were processed i n  some vay by UP p r o j e c t  s t a f f .  
no documentation of t hese  a c t i v i t i e s  nor  of any product such a8 
abstracted da ta ,  t t c .  

Tbc cabinet8  v i t h  the replacement 

There i s  

3. J u l y  1977: 

a. Dr. Hancuso*s f i n a l  r e p o r t  J u l y  1977 (No. 13) references "41 f i l e  
cab ine ts  containing Oak Ridge E o s p i t d  medical f i l e s  da t ing  from 
December 1952 through June 1961" and HZ f i l e  cab ine ts  of alpha 
cards from Oak Ridge Hospi ta l  for p a t i e n t s  whose fi les were 
destroyed in a fire a t  t he  hospi ta l ."  There records do not 
appear t o  have been referenced i n  Dt. XancusoOs e a r l i e r  annual 
reports  (Nom. 1-12). . 
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b. There is no record of any inventory or summary accounting of the 
con ten t s  of these 41 c a b i n e t s  vhen t h e y  were t r a n s f e r r e d  to ORAU 
i n  August 1977. 

6 .  August 1977: 

a. ORAU epidemiology program bad access t o  t h e  UP p r o j e c t  records. 

b. €die Tompkins, ORAU, r epor t ed ly  determined tha t  t h e  ORHHC records 
i n  t h e  Tyrone Road Building represented  medic81 recorda of 
persons from the  Oak Ridge community a t  l a r g e  and from t h e  
surrounding area  vho were admitted t o  o r  bora i n  t h e  h o s p i t a l ,  
and were not records of Oak Ridge p l a n t  workers only. 

c. Hs. Tompkins sought t o  have t h e  ORHHC records rmoved from t h e  
Tyrone Road building on the  grounds t h a t  ORAU cou ld  not  accept 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  them ( s e e  attachment 2) . 

d .  ORAU requested ORHHC t o  remove t h e i r  medical records  from the 
Tyrone Road Building (see attachment 2 ,  unsigned, undated memo t o  
Sarah (Woods)). Tbis memo is  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  Hr. Tmpkins  who vas 
a t  ORAU 5/18/76-9/29/78; t he re fo re ,  t he  Hay 4 r e f e r r e d  to  most 
probably vas  Hay 4 ,  1978. 

e .  ORHHC (Hs. Nell) reviewed records a t  the  Tyrone Road Building; 
designated records f o r  d e s t r u c t i o n  ( p r e f i x e s  11, 0 ,  A, B, C, and 
D, and the  two boxes of index ca rds  referenced i n  Hancuso’s July 
1977 (No. 13) report and believed to r e f e r  t o  e a r l i e r  record8 
destroyed a t  8 f i r e  a t  ORHHC) and those  t h a t  rbould b e  retained 
( p r e f i x e s  F, C, R, and 3). 
i d e n t i f i e d  41 (27 + 1 4 )  f i l e  c a b i n e t s  conta in ing  t h e s e  records 
(see attachments 3 and 3a, Vassar P-o 10/21/77). 

There records were 16 o r ’ i o r e  yea r s  old in 1977; ORHHC has  s t a t ed  
t h 8 t  it vas l e g a l l y  r equ i r ed  t o  keep o r i g i n a l  recorda f o r  only 7 
years. 

F igurer  i n  Hs. Taapkins’ hand 

f .  

g. ORAU epidemiology group personnel. vere requested t o  a s s r a t  ORHHC 
by shredding records des igna ted  for d i s p o s a l  (see attachment 3bD 
Codbold n o t e  10/24/77). 

1 0 2 3 4 2 1  

h. ORAU personnel proceeded t o  remove a11 metal s t a p l e s ,  c l i p s ,  etc. 
from records  t o  be destroyed and t o  shred records  as authorized. 
ORAU employees involved i n  t b t  p repa ra t ion  of r eco rds  f o r  
shredding r e c a l l  tha t  t h e  work proceeded on a random bas is ,  i.e., 
t h e r e  vas no systematic approach as t o  t h e  order i n  which records 
were prepared f o r  shredding. The ehreddiag vas done i n i t i a l l y  a t  
the  Tyrone Road Building but the  volume of records be ing  shredded 
soon overloaded and burned out  the  shredder.  Prepared records 
were then boxed and t r anspor t ed  t o  DOE/ORO where ORAU personnel 
continued the  process. lh i s  vork was done some t i m e  a f t e r  
October 2 4 ,  1977 ( r e f .  Codbold no te  dated 10/24/77). 



i .  Since August I977 ORHtlC p e r i o d i c a l l y  has requested ORAU/WSD 
personnel t o  l o c a t e  and r e t r i e v e  ind iv idua l  records from tbe f i l e  
cabinets i n  the  Tyrone Road and CER Buildings, and t o  return them 
t o  the ORHHC Records L ib ra r i an .  

5 .  J u l y  1978: 

a. Dr. A. Polednak j o i n e d  t h e  epidemiology group (6/27/78); he 
subsequently recommended t h e  shredding be halted pending h i s  
evaluation of t h e  records ( i t  is n o t  knovn i f  Dr. Poledaak was 
aware of Hs. Tompkins' e a r l i e r  opinions on t h i s  subject) .  

b. Dr. Polednak reca l l s  h e  recommended t h a t  t h e  shredding be ha l ted  
pending an e v a l u a t i o n  of t h e  p o t e n t i a l  epidemiologic vdlue of t h e  
records, p a r t i c u l a r l y  if they vould be use fu l  for a study Of 
b i r t h  d e f e c t s  among workers' c h i l d r e n  ( a  special  i n t e r e s t  of 
Dr. Polednak's). He reca l l s  h e  d i d  not coosider  the  shredding 
detrimental t o  t h e  H H S ,  but  p r e f e r r e d  to r e t a in  records ukenever 
possible. 
records came to  be a t  ORAU, b e  had assumed (as  have CER s t a f f  
hired a f t e r  Hs. Tompkins' depa r tu re )  t h a t  although they vere not 
DOE records ,  they were p a r t  of  t h e  epidemiology group's records 
col lect ion.  Dr. Polednak left O W  i n  December 1979 vithout  
evaluating t h e  ORHHC records.  

Being unaware of t h e  h i s t o r y  of how and why the 

C. As best w e  have been able  to e s t a b l i s h  to  da te ,  most records with 
prefixes A and B, both  (2)  boxes of index cards,  and some records 
with pref i x e s  11 , 0 , and C were shredded. Among t b e  records 
found prepared for shredding b u t  n o t  shredded were some with 
prefixes 0 ,  A, B, C,  D, E, F, and C. 

d. The general shredding e f f o r t  appears  t o  have been ha l t ed  i n  t h e  C 
pref ix  se r ies  sometime between June 2 7 ,  1978 ( d a t e  Of 
Dr. Polednak's a r r i v a l  a t  ORAU) and August 20, 1978 (see Ctocket t  
memo of t h a t  d a t e ) .  B w e v e r ,  because we have found t h a t  a f e w  
records wi th  subsequent  p r e f i x  let ters (D, E, F, and C) had been 
prepared for shredding,  w e  cannot  rule o u t  tha t  t he  sbrcddi- of 
some records wi th  t h e r e  la ter  p r e f i x e s  d i d  ao t  proceed 
concurrently wi th  a more sys temat ic  e f for t ;  t h i r  evidence seems 
t o  s u p p o r t  a conclus ion  t h a t  i t  did. 

6 .  Augurt 20, 1978: 

a. ORAU requested ORHHC t o  remove the  remaining ORHXC medical 
recordr from t h e  Tyrone Road Bu i id i ag  (see attachment 4, Crockett  
memo 8 / 2 0 / 7 8 ) .  The Crocke t t  memo r e f e r s  to 11 cabine ts  of 
records not au thor i zed  f o r  d e s t r u c t i o n ;  notes on Vassar'r memo 
(10/21/77) had i n d i c a t e d  t h e r e  vere  1 4  such cabinets.  It is 
possible t h a t  some r e c o r d s  had been consolidated i n t o  €ever f i l e  
dravert  i n  t h i s  in te r im.  

i 0 2 3 9 2 8  
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b. There is no record of ORHHC's response to  t h i s  request but the 
ORHHC oedicul records remained a t  Tyrone Road Building unci1 the 
bu i ld ing  vas vacated in November 1982 vhen a l l  records vtre moved 
t o  ORAU/CER, Badger Road. 

\ 

7. October 1981: 

a. ORAU/CER provided ORHHC Records h n a g e r  (Xs. Hell) v i t h  A ru-ry 
l i r t i n g  of OBHXC w d i c a l  records  a t  t h e  Tyrone Roud Suilding- 

b. A l i r t i n g  by the  cha r t  number marked on each dravcr vas given 
(see attachment 4 ,  Cragle  rn-0 18/8/81). However, based on t h i s  
preaent  (November 1985) e v a l u a t i o n  ve have learned the number on 
t h e  drawer did oot n e c e s s a r i l y  correspond t o  the number of the  
f i r s t  c h a r t  i n  the draver.  Also w e  must nou doubt the accuracy 
of t he  1981 assumption t h a t  a l l  c h a r t s  w i t h  numbers i n  betveeo 
t h e  f i r s t  char t  numbers (as marked on t h e  dravers) a r c  in the 
draver .  

C .  91 " f i r s t  chart" numbers vere l i s t e d ;  t hese  correspond to  91 
drawers of records wi th  p r e f i x e s  C through J t ha t  are contained 
in 1 9  of the  or ig ina l  metal 5-dravcr cab ine t s  and in 1 newer 
4-draver cabinet  that  ve nov f ind  (November 1985) ~ 1 8 0  contains  , 

sane record8 v i t h  p re f ixe r  11 and 0. 

8. November 1982 t o  present: 

a. A l l  recorda i n  O M ' S  Tyrone Road Bui ld ing ,  including the O W f C  
medical records,  vere moved to  t h e  ORAU/CER Buildiug , Badger Road 
i n  Nwember 1982 uben t h e  Tyrone b a d  Building vas vacated p r i o r  
t o  the  deve lopen t  of t he  Oak Ridge Kethodi r t  Medical. Center. 

.. 
b. As b e r t  we can determine t h e  medical recordr '  pref ixes  r e t e r  t o  .. che  following time periods: 

11 + 4 d i g i t s  
0 + S d i g i t s  
A + 4 d i g i t s  
B + 4 d i g i t s  
C + 4 d i g i t s  
D 4 4 d i g i t s  
E + 4 d i g i t 8  
P + 4 d i g i t s  
G 4 4 d i g i t s  
E 4 4 d i g i t s  
J + 4 d i g i t 8  

12/12/46 
7/1/49 
7/1/32 
7/1/53 
7 /1 /54  
7/1/55 
7/1 /56  
7/1/57 
7/1/58 
7/1/59 
7/1/60 

through 
through 
through 
tbrough 
through 
through 
through 
through 
through 
through 
through 

6130169 
6/30/52 
6/30/53 
6/30/% 
6/30/55 
6/30/% 
6/30/57 
6/30/58 
6 / 3 0 / 5 9  
7 1301 60 
6/30/61 

The une  of 4-digit  s e q u e n t i a l  numbers 0001 through 9999 V88 

f eas ib le .  

C .  We cannot deternine vhe the r  fi records v i t h  there pretixer were 
moved from the ORBHC t o  Vance Road and thence t o  the Tyrone Road 
Building becaure there  a r e  no i n v e n t o r i e s  of t h e  records 
transferred. OmnC Recorda c u r r e n t l y  a t  CER having the  p r e t i X  11 

1 0 2 3 9 2 9  
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d. 

e. 

f .  

appear t o  be pr imar i ly  for  1949; those with the pretix 0 are  
pr imari ly  f o r  1951; thus  sme records v i t b  these pref ixes  ray 
have been ahredded. 

The 41 f i l e  c a b i o e t s  r e fe r r ed  t o  by Dr. Xancuso, therefore ,  m y  
a180 have contained some OWXC records predating (i.c. , pr ior  t o  
Decder  1932) those deactibed i n  h ia  f i a a l  repor t  (NO. 13) but  
ve canaot knov t h i s  i n  the abrcoce of any de ta i l ed  iaveatory Of 
t h e  conten t r  of t he  f i l e  cab ine ts  i n  July 1977. 

We have l ea rned  t h a t  when perrons vere reada i t tcd  t o  ORHXC, t h e i r  
e a r l i e r  c h a r t s  were pul led f o r  f i l i n g  with t h e i r  l a t e s t  record 
which vas g iven  the  most cu r ren t  p r e f i x  let ter and next 
sequent ia l  aumber. Tbus, vc should aot expect t o  f i a d  records 
f o r  persons who were hospi ta l ized  betveen 1949 and 1962 and who 
ve re  readmitted t o  ORHHC a f t e r  J u l y  I ,  1961 (io@., a f t e r  the J 
s e r i e s ) ,  among t he  ORXXC records a t  CER; nor is  there  any way fo r  
us t o  determiae from t h i s  set of records vho these persoat may 
have been. 

ORBNC admisaioas' log books fo r  7/3/43-6/30/49 aad Patieat 
Register s h e e t s  from Juoe 1949 - December 1954 vere located among 
the  recorda a t  the  Tyroae Road Building; these books and sheets 
cur ren t ly  are i n  CER'r records vaul t s .  

9. Conclusions: 

a. 

b. 

C .  

1 0 2 3 9 3 0 6 '  

Even v'ith t h e  logs and shee t s  described i a  paragraph I f ,  i t  is 
o w  rppareat t h a t  t h e r e  is i n r a f f i c i e a t  information t o  determiae 
prec ise ly  h w  complete the records' c o l l e c t i o n  was whea i t  vas 
t r ans fe r r ed  from the UP project t o  ORAU ia  1977. 

We cannot determine which recorda now no t  accounted f o r  in  the  
11-1 aeries were: 

1. not included when the records vere t r ans fe r r ed  to  O W  i n  
1977; 

2. pul led  and re turned  to  OBBnC for later admirr ioar  or o ther  
ref e r r d  purports ;  or 

3.  shredded as author i ted .  

b tbere  is  ao record of how uany cabine t8  o r  i nd iv idua l  ORHXC 
recorda vere moved fram the OREXC to  the  Vance Road Buildiag 
o r i g i n a l l y ,  no r  of t h e  d i r t r i b u t i o a  of records among t he  draverr 
of the 41 f i l e  c a b i n e t s  referenced by D r .  Kancuao, it is  
i r r e l e v a n t  to  d e s c r i b e  t h e  number of c a b i a e t r  nov occupied by 
ORBHC recorda or the  t o t a l  number of individual  records in  
cabine t r  aa aay  measure 01: emtimate of t he  o r i g i a a l  number of 
cabine ts  or recorda or of the  41 cab ine t s  i d e n t i f i e d  i n  1977. 

There s e r i e a  of ORHHC record8 a re  not ,  and probably never ve te ,  
s u f f i c i e n t l y  complete t o  be used ia an epidemiologic rtudy of Oak 
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Ridge plant  workers. I t  cann t be rumed tha t  t he  OIUiHC p a t i e n t  
population i r  r ep resen ta t ive  of a l l  workers at  the  Oak Ridge 
p lan ts ,  t a g . ,  it  i r  u a l i k e l y  t h 8 t  a l l  Oak Ridge plaat workers 
ho rp i t a l i r cd  between 1952 aad 1961 were horp i t8 l i t ed  in the  Oak 
Ridge Eorp i t a l ;  i t  is p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t b e  more ser ious ly  ill 
workers were t r ea t ed  i n  remote r e f e r r a l  centers.  

e. Bared 00 UI evaluat ion of t h e  dcmograpbics of the  Oak Ridge area 
population met the years (Flanders  e t  81 19851, it is out 
opinion th8 t  Dr. H a n c u ~ o ~ r  content ion  tb8 t  Oak Ridge workers 
could be canpared t o  t h e  Oak Xidge genera l  population i r  i nva l id ,  
as t he  l abor  f o r c e  in t h e  Oak Ridge p lan t8  i n  the 1%Os and 19508 
vas compored p r h r i l y  of people who a l s o  l ived i n  Oak Ridge so 
the  vorkerr would be compared v i t h  themselves. 
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of Oak Ridge r e s iden t8  vho d i d  no t  work a t  the 
plant  are l i k e l y  to  be q u i t e  d i f f e r e a t  from those of p lan t  
employeer. 

Alro,  t h e  

f .  The recordr  from vhicb t h e  W da ta  bare is derived are included 
in DOE'r System8 of Recorda Noa. 33 ,  35 ,  36; the DOE Recorda 
Systems do ao t  include ORfIHC medical records. 

SAW: j j 

Attachments: As r t a t c d  

1 0 2 3 9 3 ' 1  
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'rhcrc a r c  10 f i l e  c a b i n e t s  C o n t a i n i n g  death enve lopes  w i t h  

c e r t i f i c a t e s  t h a t  have been coded.  

- 
h 

The d e a t h  c e r t i f i c a t e s  on hand and coded i n c l u d e :  

Oak Ridge Approx. 15,000 

Hanford 7,000 
I so0 Mound 
I 400 Ma 1 l i n c k  rodt 

1 Storage c a b i n e t  c o n t a i n i n g  c o p i e s  of all p r i n t o u t s  t h a t  

c 

were mailed t o  t h e  s ta tes  r e q u e s t i n g  d e a t h  c e r t i f i c a t e s ;  and a l l  

code sheets for d e a t h  c e r t i f i c a t e s  received. 

1 F i l e  c o n t a i n i n g  d e a t h  c a r d s  i n  reverse social s e c u r i t y  

number sequence  for all d e a t h  c e r t i f i c a t e s  r e c e i v e d .  

1 F i l e  c o n t a i n i n g  d e a t h  c a r d s  i n  a l p h a b e t i c a l  sequence  

for a l l  d e a t h s  r e p o r t e d  by S o c i a l  S e c u r i t y  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  

2 Boxes c o n t a i n i n q  d e a t h  cards for t h e  Oak Ridge popula- 

t i o n  r e p o r t e d  by SSA for whom no  d e a t h  c e r t i f i c a t e s  have been 

r e c e i v e d .  

1 Box c o n t a i n i n g  d e a t h  c a r d s  of Mound, Hanfo rd ,  N a t i o n a l  

Lead and  M a l l i n c k r o d t  for whom no death c e r t i f i c a t e s  have  been 

received. 

2 Boxes o f  cards c o n t a i n i n g  all c o u n t y  seats, i n  s t a t e  

order, w i t h  t i p  codes. 

6 Boxes of c a r d s  c o n t a i n i n g  h o s p i t a l  codes from a 1968 

19 
W 
a 
W 
w 

t a p e  f r o m  t h e  American Hospital  A s s o c i a t i o n .  

2 Each of p e r s o n n e l  p r i n t o u t s  of H a n f o r d  a n d  O a k  Ridge 

employees ,  one  i n  a l p h a b e t i c a l  s equence  and  o n e  i n  n u m e r i c a l  

s e q u e n c e .  

2 F i l e  c a b i n e t s  c o n t a i n i n g  g e n e r a l  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  r e g a r d i n g  

t h e  study. 



7 F i  I # *  i : , i ! t i : ~ i ~ ~ : i  r - r , z t . l  j n inc ;  f c I 1 o w t : l f ; :  

Pcrsonnc l  date sIi(xts prepared on site a t  !.ha: f o l l o w i n g  
i n s t a l l a t i o n s :  

M a l l i n c k r o d t  

N a t i o n a l  Lead 
Mound Lab 

Sam Lab 
Incomple t e  d a t a  sheets  p r e p a r e d  from random s o u r c e s  for 
o t h e r  i n s t a l l a t i o n s  of i n t e r e s t  to t h e  s t u d y .  
M a t e r i a l  b r o u g h t  from Weldon S p r i n g  c o n t a i n i n g  v a r i o u s  
d a i l y  work  r e c o r d s  c o n c e r n i n g  t h a t  o p e r a t i o n .  

4 1  F i l e  c a S i n e t s  z o n t a i n i n c j  3ak Ridge H o s p i t a l  med ica l  
f i l e s  d a t i z g  from December 1 9 5 2  t h r o u g h  June 1 9 6 1 .  

2 2  F i l e  c a b i n e t s  c o n t a i n i n g  X a l l i n c k r o d t  m e d i c a l  
records and o the r s  r e l a t e d  m a t e r i a l  f r o m  t h e  ERDA ( S t .  L o u i s )  

r e c o r d  c e n t e r .  

1 4  F i l e  c a b i n e t s  c o n t a i n i n a  DuPont (Hanford) Medica l  
r e c o r d s  and  other r e l a t e d  m a t e r i a l ,  and  twenty-one boxes  
o f  x - r ays ,  from t h e i r  Wi lminqton ,  C e l a w a r e  S t o r a g e  c e n t e r .  

1 6  F i l e  c a b i n e t s  c o n t a i n i n g  retired PSQ's f rom (ERDA) 
NYO and Washington H e a d q u a r t e r s .  

2 P r i n t o u t s  of e a r l y  e m p l o y e e s  of t h e  Manha t t an  
E n g i n e e r  District ,  compiled from ERDA files; o n e  i n  a l p h a .  
s e q u e n c e  a n d  one by C o n t r a c t o r .  

2 F i l e  d r a w e r s  of retired material from HASL, NYO, 
r e l a t i n g  to  p l a n t s  of interest  to the s t u d y .  

2 F i l e  c a b i n e t s  of a l p h a .  cards  f r o m  Oak Ridge Hospital 
for p a t i e n t s  whose f i l e s  w e r e  d e s t r o y e d  i n  a fire a t  t h e  
h o s p i  t a 1. 

I 
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TOLO MRS. N f L L  I N  M x  J A N U A R Y  T H A T  T U C Y  COULD NOT CONTINUE T C  BE S T O R E D  H C R E  

O E C A U S E  W E  COULD N O T  ACCCPT r i g '  ~ C * ; P I J ? J S  I 6 I L I TI TOR 11ct  I I ~ S P :  T A L  RECOROS. Sns 

D I D N ' T  i ~ i t t f i  T H E Y  H A D  ~ 0 . 1 1 :  T:.  S P W P  ; T O R E  THEM. I M U W ~ L E O  SYMPATHY BUT STILL 

ABOUT THE R E M O V A L  O f  THE CURRENT f ILES ALTHOUGH PEOPLE r R O w  THE R C C O R O  ROOM 

( I  A S S U M E )  CONTINUE T O  COME T O  inc F I L E S  AND X R K ~  T A K C  OUT RECORDS. 



Mrs. Ne11 from the Oak Ridge Hospital examined OPAU f i l e s  containing the 
Oak Ridge Hospital records. 
records as follows: 

Approval was given for  destroying hospital 

0 C 
1 1  0 .. 
A E (1957)  
8 Both  c a b i n e t s  o f  index cards - 2 

I 

The f o l l o w i n g  records a r e  t o  be retained: 

F H 
G J 

After the indicated records are destroyed,  M r s .  fie11 i s  t o  be contacted a t  
482-2441, ext. 127, a t  which time whe will return and inspect the remaining 
records. M r s .  Ne11 requested t h a t  the remaining records be stored here by 
ORAU if a t  a l l  possible. 

. 



TO F c .  Tcmoklns. Cr. Godbold FROM Caro:vr) ' l assar  

DATE n r t w  21. :377 COPIES TO F 1 les  

SUBJECT Df -ITA1 c RFCORDS 

Hrs. Ne11 from the Oak Rldge I l o s p l t a l  examined ORAU f i l e s  containing the 
Oak Rldge Hospital records. 
records as follows: 

Approval was given far destroying hospltal  

0 C 
1 1  D 
A E (1957) 
B eoth cablnets of index cards 

The followlfi9 records a r e  to be retained: 

F I! 
G 3 

After the lndlcated records are destroyed, Mrs. tlell I s  to be contacted a t  
482-2441, ext. 127, a t  which t i re whe w l l l  return and inspect the remaining 
records. Mrs. Hell requested t h a t  the rmalning records be stored here by 
ORAU if a t  a l l  posslble. 



August 10, 1978 

Mr. Ralph Lillard 
Oak Ridge Hospital of the 

125 West Tennessee Avenue 
Oak Ridge, Tennessee 37830 

Methodist Church 

Dear Mr. Li l la rd :  

T h i s  i s  confirming our telephone conversation o f  August 10, 1978, requesting 
t h a t  the f i l e  cabinets containing Oak Ridge Hospital medical records be 
picked u p  from the Medical and Health Sciences Division, Tyrone Road building. 
There are  26 f i l e  cabinets of records,  o f  w h i c h  11 cabinets contain records 
which we were previously t o l d  could n o t  l ega l ly  be destroyed. I f  we do not 
hear from you by August 2 4 ,  1978, we wil l  proceed w i t h  the destruction of a l l  
of these records. . 

Sincerely yours, 

John 1. Crockett ,  J r .  
Administrative Officer 

JTC : sw 



UEMORANDUM 
ro Evelyn  Hill, Oak Ridge H o s p i t a l  FROM Donna L. Cragle ,  Ph.D., Epidemio lon i s t  

The f o l l o v l n g  Is an inven to ry  list of t h e  f i les found a t  the C e n t e r  
fo r  Ep idemio log ic  Research .  We recorded t h e  f i r s t  c h a r t  number In e a c h  
d rawer  and w e  assume tha t  a l l  c h a r t s  i n  between are a v a i l a b l e .  
c a l l  m e  a t  576-2866 I€ I can  h e l p  you aga in .  

P l e a s e  

C7249 
c7 7 95 
C8342 
C8906 

D 345 
D 971 
DlS94 
D2 15 9 
D2771, 
D3255/ 
D3793 
D4369 
D4895 
D5461 
36505 
D6966 
D7 SO0 
D8135 
D8698 

E3204, 
E3655 
E4201 
E4457 
E5079 
ES681 
E6199 
E6788 
E7324 
E7932 
E8373, 

F 518 
F1090 
F1601 
F217 7 
F2693 
F3166 
F3658 
F4242 
F4780 
F5244, 
FS760 

C 52 
G2308 
C2792 
C3346 
G3773 
C40 16  
a 4 8 2  
C5062 
65599 

(26554 
G69 7 3 
C7433 
C7926 
G8360 

G 6 l d  

H 498 
H1027 
H1511 
H 19 6 6,. 

H2755 
H3185 
H37 4 
H4 168 
H4594 
H514 3 
h5599 
H6053 
H6387/ 
H7013 
H7399 
H7763 
H8228 
J 339 
J 373 
J 851 
J1372 
j1864 
52345, 
52841 
53749 
34190 
54 64 3 
33096 
J5551 
56075 
36522 

ti2353 

57028 
J7479/  
37859 

DC:jb 

1023939 



OAK RIDGE OR ASSOCIATED &\u ONIVERSITIES MEMORANDUM 

TO: Lynda McLaren 

DATE : April 17, 1992 

FROM: Dr. Donna Cragle 

COPIES: Distribution, ERF, 
Files 

SUBJECT: HOSPITAL RECORDS FROM METHODIST MEDICAL CENTER IN OAK 
RIDGE (MMCOR) 

This memo is to follow on the previous documentation of this 
record set prepared by Dr. Shirley Fry (memo to Philip Kannan 
dated November 25, 1985). 

Discussions regarding the MMCOR hospital records were resumed in 
January of 1990 when the Center for Epidemiologic Research (CER) 
was interested in accessing the medical records to see if charts 
for 6 persons known to have died from lung cancer were in the 
record set. MMCOR had reviewed and approved the lung cancer 
study protocol allowing CER personnel to access the medical * 

records. 

CER was still eager to return the medical records to MMCOR 
because storage space in our facility was becoming more scarce. 

A decision was reached to allow CER personnel to microfilm the 
entire record set and provide the only copy of the microfilm to 
MMCOR. After the microfilm is verified legible, the cabinets of 
records are picked up by MMCOR contractors and destroyed. To 
date approximately 15 of the 18 file cabinets of records have 
been filmed. 
page 2 of t h e  February 2, 1990, letter from Shirley Fry to Alta 
Whisnant (attached). 

The procedure for microfilming is outlined on 

DLC:jth 

Distribution: Dr. S. Fry 
D. Hagengruber 
T. Thomas 

1 0 2 3 9 4 0  



Ass_ociated Post Office Box 117 
Universities Oak Ridge. Tennessee 37831 -01 17 

Medical 
Sciences 
Division 

January 4, 1990 

Hs. A l t a  Whisnant 
D i rec to r ,  Medical Records 
Methodist Medical Center of Oak Ridge 
990 Oak Ridge Turnpike 
Oak Ridge, Tennessee 37830 

Dear Ms. Whisnant: 

Following up on a conversation t h a t  you had with Susan Ball l as t  week, I have 
enclosed the  inventory of old  Oak Ridge Hospi ta l  records f o r  persons who were 
p a t i e n t s  i n  your i n s t i t u t i o n  t h a t  are be ing  s to red  i n  banded f i l i n g  c a b i n e t s  a t  
Oak Ridge Associated Un ive r s i t i e s '  Center f o r  Epidemiologic Research. This 
inventory was done by not ing the  number on the f i r s t  and l a s t  fo lde r  w i t h i n  
each f i l e  drawer. 
a r e  included in the drawer. As you can see from t he  miscellaneous comments 
t h a t  appear on the inventory,  we cannot guarantee that a l l  f o l d e r s  are p resen t  
w i t h i n  the  range of numbers l i s t e d  f o r  each drawer. The l ack  of a comment f o r  
a given drawer does not i nd ica t e  t h a t  t h e  records i n  t h a t  drawer are in  b e t t e r  
o r  worse order  than those drawers f o r  which the re  a r e  comments. 

No e f f o r t  was made t o  i d e n t i f y  the o the r  fo lder  numbers t h a t  

If you have any questions regarding the inventory o r  the h o s p i t a l  records  t o  
which it r e f e r s  please contact  me a t  576-3528. q@k+ E i abeth A. Dup e ,  Ph.D. 

EQ_4hemioIogist ' 

EAD: s p  

Enclosure 



.- . 
. .  

Years of First last Mfs- 
' W f  MLldssbn p o l & r I  I)ate Pbldcrt me ChTentS 

1) C-7249 1955 e7249 04/15/55 D m  8/06/53 
2) 0-7795 _.. .I955 om os/ws5 c8852 06/19/55 
3) 0-8342 1955 06362 os/zs/55 DB#u OalU/55 

5 )  E345 1955 bW 07/18/55 p968 08/w55 
4) c.8906 19% C-8906 06/21/55 P3b3 07/18/55 

1) -71 1955 D470 08/12/55 PI591 os/os/5s 
2) D-1594 1955 El599 09/09/55 D-2133 lO/W55 
3) D-2159 1955 D-2159 lO/(K/55 D-2760 1w30/55 
4) D-2771 1955 E2771 10/30/55 D-32s4 11/20/55 
5 )  D-3255 1955 E3255 1 1 /20/55 D.3727 12/10/55 

1) D-3793 1955-56 D4058 12/24/55 D437 01/05/56 
2) E4369 1955% IF4369 Ol/Os/% D4885 01/26/56 
3) D-4895 1955-56 D-4895 01/26/56 E5458 02/17/56 
4) D-5461 19% D-5%1 02/17/56 D-S%6 03/a/% 
K)m D-5989 03/uS/56 D-6502 03/28/56 

I 
1) MX5 19% E6507 03/28/26 L n % 4  04/17/56 
2) D4966 19% W%7 ' 04/17/56 E7493 os/a/56 
3) D-7m 1956 D-7%) OS/Os/% D8132 06/05/56 
4) D-8135 19% D8135 06/05/56 D8694 06/28/56 . 
5 )  D-8698 19% D8698 06/28/% E-554 07/22/56 

11/23/56 1) E-3204 1956 E-3204 11/04/56 E-3651 
2) E-3655 19% E-3655 11/23/56 E41B 12/18/56 
3) E-4201 1956 E-4201 12/18/56 E4456 12/31/56 3/4 + &xed f o w  
4)mlABa - - - log books, a d  laxe 
5)taIAEEL - - register sheets - 

1) E 4 5 7  1957 €4457 01 /01/57 E-5076 01/25/57 
2) E-5079 1937 E-5079 01/25/57 E-5680 02/18/57 
3) E-5681 199 E-5681 02/ 18/57 E4197 03/@/57 
4) Ed199 1957 €4199 03/08/57 E4786 03/33/57 

.- 

5 )  E-6788 1957 E4788 03/30/57 E-7321 04/22/57 

1) E-7324 1957 E-7328 04/22/57 E-7931 05/17/57 
2) E-7932 199 012180 04/15/51 012865 04/15/51 aa af sequenm c year 
3) E-8373 1957 E495 06/10/57 E-8986 06/33/57 

S) F-518 1957 E518 07/23/57 F-1089 (18/14/57 in dtaAr 
4) m ZABa 199 F 1  07/01/S7 F-518 07/23/S7 Ex. of out d sqwndrnt 500 

I 0 2 3 9 4 2  



Years of nrst b t  - 
- #  AMssiar Folder#  Date ?bider# lfacc GxmPnts 

1) F-1m 1957 F-1090 08/14/57 P-lm 09/05/57 
2) *la1 1957 Ma1 09/05/57 . P-217s 09/33/57 Na allinpraperseqmce 

10/23/57 3) F-2177 199 P-2177 09/33/57 F2961 
4) E2693 1957 P-2693 10/23/57 P.3165 ll/ll/s7 
5) F-3166 1957 p.3652 11/11/57 F352 403m 

1) F-3658 199 P-3658 12/06/57 F-6240 WW57 
2 )  F-4242 19S7-58 p-6242 12/30157 Ew73 01/2l/58 
3) F-6780 1958 F4m 01/21/58 F-5243 w10/58 Not a l l  intlqwnce 
4 )  F-5246 1958 fa44 02/10/58 F-5759 03/03/58 
5 )  F-960 1958 f S a 6 0  03/03/58 F-62u) 03/24/58 

I )  0 5 2  1958 Gl5  07/01/58 6 5 2 4  07/26/58 
2) G-23a 1 9 s  62308 10/15/58 62786 11/07/58 
3) 0-2792 1958 6.2792 11/07/58 G-3342 12/02/58 
4)  0 3 3 4 6  1958 e3346 12/02/58 63771 12/22/58 
S) 03773 1958 63928 12/29/58 w 1 2  12/31/58 a / 2  drawer + 1/2 drmer dssl~I3 

1) 04016 1959 W l 6  01/01/59 06678 01/20/59 

4 )  0.5599 1959 G5S8 03/04/59 66108 83/25/59 

2)  04482 1959 06481 01/20/59 05061 02/12/59 
3) 0 9 x 2  1999 0x162 02/12/159 05595 03/04/59 

5 )  66114 1959 -1 14 03/25/59 66553 0411 1/59 

1) 6 6 5 5 4  1958 €4693 
2 )  G6973 1958 F-6548 

61937 
3) 67435  1958 F*25 

61593 
4 )  07926 1959 F-8Q54 

61513 
5 )  08360 1959 F6788 

G-9 

04/10/!58 
04/04/58 
09/30/!% 
04/07/58 
09/14/58 
06/04/59 
091 IOl58 
04/16/55 
07/01/58 

F-8685 
F-837 
67624 
66786 
67426 
F43531 
61841 
F-8709 
G51 

07/N/Sa 
06/24/33 
05/29/59 
04/14/% 
05/20/59 
06/23/33 
OSlUlrs 
06/30/58 
07/03/58 

Au. drawers are grossly d d  q 
( f e r  than 20 folders) 
(considerable s p d )  
Determid 1st a d  last folder 
No attarpt to arrarcge folders 

~ n n n n w  

1) w4% 1959 H-498 07/21/59 E1026 08/12/59 
2) H-1027 1959 H-1027 08/12/59 €I-1501 08/3t/S9 
3) H-IS11 1959 If-151 I 08/31/59 e1965 09/20/59 
4) t)-1966 1959 *I966 09/20/59 E2350 10/06/59 
5) H-2353 1959 E2353 10/06/59 H-2708 10/23/59 

1 0 2 3 9 4 3  



P* 3 

Years of First Last - 
Draart kbnission h1derI mte Folder I mm alments 

2) E+3185 1959 E-3185 1111 1/59 W741 12/05/59 
3) 8-3745 1959 e3745 12/05/59 m i 6 7  12/26/59 
4) E4168 195.9-60 I34168 12/27/59 -3 01/14/60 
5)HS94 1960 8-4596 01/04/60 ii-5141 Qyo6Iso 

1) R5143 1960 8-5143 02/06/60 +S!S2 02/26160 
2) B-599 1960 &!is99 02/27/60 li-6052 O Y W 6 0  

41-7 1960 M583 04/13/60 li-7008 05/03/60 
5) E)-7013 1%0 E-7013 05/03/60 E7398 05/22/60 

l IEf7399 1960 E7399 05/22/60 E7761 06/07/50 
2) E7763 1960 E7763 06/07/60 H 2 2 s  06/29/60 
3)- 1960 w228 06/29/60 3-367 07/18/60 
4) 3-375 1960 3-375 07/19/60 H 4 9  08/10/60 Md rot fird 5-3339 
5 )  -1 1960 H 5 1  a/ 10/60 3-1365 09/04/60 

1) e2755 1959 8-2755 10/24/59 e3175 11/10/59 

3)rHo53 1960 E#!j3 0 3 / w a  R-68as 04/14/60 

1) 3-1372 1960 J-1372 ww60 3-1861 09/26/60 
2)J-1864 1960 5-1864 09/26/60 J-2337 10/18/60 
3)J-2345 1w 3-2343 lo/ 18/60 3-2835 11/10/60 

5) J-3739 1960 J-3339 12/03/68 5-3747 12/2/60 
4)3-2841 1960 . kB41 11/11/60 J-3338 12/03/60 

1) .I-3749 1960-41 3-3749 12/23/60 3-4185 01 /1 3/6 1 
2) J41m 1960-61 34190 01/13/61 3-4642 0 1 / W 6  1 
3) -3 1960 J-4643 Ol/X)/6 1 E m 5  02/18/61 
4) 3-5096 1961 3-5996 02/ 18/61 3-5547 031 1 3/6 1 
5) J-5551 1961 3-5551 03/ 13/6 1 J - 4 M  M/05/6 1 

1) 36075 1%1 J-6073 04/05/61 54520 04/24/61 
2) 3-6522 1961 3-6522 O4/24/6 1 3-7926 05/16/61 Ckit of sequerre ?? 
3) 3-7028 1961 .I-7028 05/16/61 5-7478 06/05/61 
6 )  5-7479 1961 3-7485 06/05/6 1 3-7858 06/21/61 
5 )  5-7859 1%1 3-7859 06/21/61 3-8068 06/30/61 

I )  m fABEL 1951 018627 12/20/51 018831 1U30/51 
119x2 07/06/49 119597 07/14/49 

2) N) LABEL 1951 018238 12/01 / 5  1 018626 12/m/51 

3) K) LABEL 1951 =-papers 
4) m LABa 1951 oot in folders 

119493 07/06/49 119500 07/06/49 112 drawer fdlders; 0th ~ S C O  



BETSY DUPREE DATE: January 16, 1990 

COPIES: C. Murphy, F i l e s  pu.J 
TO: 

FROM: SUSAN BALL 

SUBJECT: STATUS OF MICROFIIMING PROPOSAL OF HETHODIST MEDICAL CENTER 
MEDICAL RECORDS 

The Nosology Group has e s s e n t i a l l y  completed the on s i te  data 
a b s t r a c t i o n  of the medical records  f o r  the Uranium Dust Lung Cancer 
Study cases a t  Methodist Medical Center (XHC) with the  exception of 
s ix  ( 6 )  cases  whose medical records are s t o r e d  a t  CER i n  e ighteen  (18) 
banded f i l e  cabine ts  belonging t o  MMC. 
Whisnant, Director  of Medical Records regarding access  t o  those 
r eco rds  p r e c i p i t a t e d  a d r a f t  l e t te r  t o  HMC.proposing an o f f e r  by CER 
t o  access and microfilm the  MMC records s t o r e d  a t  CER. The l e t t e r  i s  
t o  be reviewed by D r .  Fry and t h e  ORAU l e g a l  s t a f f  f o r  f i n a l  approval 
b e f o r e  mailing. 

Several d iscuss ions  w i t h  A l t a  

During the  medical records d a t a  a b s t r a c t i o n  process  a t  MMC 
approximately twenty (20) s tudy cases were a b s t r a c t e d  from the  o l d  
ha rd  copy medical records t h a t  comprise the remaining medical record 
data set  of those HMC records s t o r e d  a t  CER. Since CER has an 
i n t e r e s t  i n  these records f o r  research  purposes,  an inventory of the  
o l d  records  w a s  conducted by MMC Medical Record and CER's Nosology 
s taff .  .. 

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  the HMC records i n  the  18 f i l i n g  cab ine t s  s to red  a t  
CER, t he  remaining hard copy medical record d a t a  set s tored  a t  MMC 
c o n s i s t s  of two hundred and e i g h t  (208) boxes. 
the same s i z e :  26 inches long X 12 inches wide X 1 2  inch'es deep. 
This  information w i l l  be h e l p f u l  i n  t h e  event t h a t  MMC ever decides  t o  
d i s c a r d  the  records and CER cons iders  making another  microfilming 
proposa l  t o  MMC f o r  t h i s  record set. 

A l l  of the boxes a r e  

I023945 
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February 2 ,  1990 

A l t a  Whisnant 
D i rec to r ,  Medical Records 
Methodist Medical Center 
990 Oak Ridge Turnpike 
Oak Ridge, Tennessee 37830 

RE: Methodist Medical Center (MMC) P a t i e n t  Records Stored a t  Oak Ridge 
Associated Un ive r s i t i e s  

Dear Ms. Whisnant: 

This  follows on t h e  l e t te r  t o  you from El izabe th  Dupree dated January 4, 1990, 
on the above t o p i c ,  and addresses two i s sues :  (1) r e t r i e v a l  of d iagnos t ic  
information f o r  s e l e c t e d  MHC pa t i en t s  f o r  epidemiological research purposes 
from MMC's records s t o r e d  a t  Oak Ridge Associated U n i v e r s i t i e s '  Center f o r  
Epidemiologic Research (CER), and (2)  t h e  d i s p o s i t i o n  of t h e  s to red  records .  

A s  you have been informed previously,  under its cont rac t  with Department of 
Energy (DOE), CER is conducting an epidemiologic s tudy o f  lung cancer deaths  
among workers a t  t h e  Oak Ridge Y - 1 2  p l a n t  and two o ther  DOE cont rac tor  
f a c i l i t i e s .  This s tudy requires  access t o  medical record da ta  so a s  t o  v e r i f y  
t h a t  the c e r t i f i e d  deaths  iden t i f i ed  a s  being due t o  lung cancer,  involved the  

' lung as the  primary cancer s i t e ,  and t o  i d e n t i f y  where poss ib l e ,  the h i s t o l o g i c  
cancer type. We understand tha t  the medical records fo r  s i x  study p a r t i c i p a n t s  
may be contained among 5 of the 18 sea led  f i l e  cabine ts  of MHC p a t i e n t  records 
c u r r e n t l y  s to red  i n  the  CER vaul t .  These records a r e  inaccess ib le  t o  MMC, o r  
without MMC approval ,  t o  ORAU/CER. The cab ine t s  a l s o  a re  occupying va luable  
space i n  the CER v a u l t  t h a t  w e  badly need t o  s t o r e  our own records.  

I n  order  t o  reso lve  t h i s  impasse and t o  preserve the records i n  an e f f i c i e n t  
manner and an access ib l e  form t o  meet MMC's and any f u t u r e  research needs,  we 
propose t h a t  (ORAU/CER) be granted access  t o  a l l  18 f i l e  cab ine ts  f o r  t he  
purpose of microfilming a l l  documents i n  each cabine t .  
w i l l  be provided t o  MMC, a t  which time MMC w i l l  au thor ize  removal of t h e  f i l e s  
from the  CER v a u l t  f o r  d i spos i t ion  a t  MMC's d i s c r e t i o n .  
s tudy  pro tocol  a l ready  accepted by MMC, MMC could provide the da t a  needed by 
CER on the  s i x  s tudy subjects  from the o r i g i n a l  or  microfilmed records .  

The completed microfilm 

V i t h  CER's p resent  

Before beginning the  microfilming, MMC and CER s t a f f  would agree t o  a w r i t t e n  
pro tocol  t o  be used f o r  t h i s  pro jec t .  
used t o  complete t h i s  p ro jec t ,  a pro jec ted  completion da te  cannot be determined 
u n t i l  t h e  p r o j e c t  i s  i n  progress. Suggested elements t o  be included i n  t h i s  
pro tocol  a r e  the  following: 

Since e x i s t i n g  CER personnel w L l l  be 
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1. CER s t a f f  agrees t o  arrange a l l  the  medical records  i n  the  
f i l i n g  cabine ts  i n  sequen t i a l  cha r t  number order .  

2 .  CER s t a f f  w i l l  maintain the  cont inui ty  of each record  during 
the microfilming process ;  e.g. f i lm both s i d e s  o f  two s ided  
pages,  remove s t a p l e s ,  and separa te  overlapping labora tory  
r e p o r t s ,  etc. 

3 .  ORAU/CER w i l l  bear t he  c o s t  of microfilming the  records 
inc luding  personnel ,  equipment, and ma te r i a l s  c o s t s .  

4. The processed microfilm w i l l  be audi ted t o  a s su re  t h a t  t he  
f i l m  can be read, t h e  records were proper ly  pos i t ioned  and 
focused, and c o r r e c t l y  exposed; bu t  NOT t o  complete a record-  
fo r - r eco rd  comparison of t he  microfilmed record5 to the  hard 
copy records.  

5 .  CER w i l l  provide t h e  s o l e  copy of t he  microfilm t o  MMC upon 
pro  j ec t completion. 

6 .  MMC w i l l  maintain t h e  microfilm a s  a p o t e n t i a l  source of da t a  
f o r  new s tud ie s  of DOE workers t h a t  CER may propose,  cont ingent  
on protocols  t h a t  are acceptable  t o  MMC. 

7 .  CER and MMC w i l l  agree on the  procedure t o  be used i n  t h e  
removal of MMC's h a r d  copy medical records from CER upon 
s a t i s f a c t o r y  completion of microfilming. 

I t  is  our understanding t h a t  the  remainder o f  t h i s  MMC medical record da ta  s e t  
s t i l l  e x i s t s  i n  the  same format a s  the  above mentioned records and is i n  
s to rage  a t  your f a c i l i t y .  If considerat ion is ever  given t o  d ispos ing  of these 
r eco rds ,  w e  would l i k e  t o  be  informed before any such dec i s ion  is  made, so t h a t  
we could consider  making a s i m i l a r  o f f e r  t o  microfilm t h e  records p r i o r  t o  
t h e i r  d i spos i t i on .  

W e  look forward t o  working with you on t h i s  p r o j e c t  and await  your r e p l y  t o  our 
o f f e r .  If you have any ques t ions ,  please contact  m e  a t  576-3115. 

S ince re ly ,  

S h i r l e y  A. Fry, M.B., B.Ch., M.P.H. 
Direc to r  
Center f o r  Epidemiologic Research 

SAF : BAD : j t g  

1 0 2 3 9 4 1  
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June 4, 1990 

A l t a  Whisnant 
Director, Medical Records 
Methodist Medical Center 
990 Oak Ridge Turnpike 
Oak Ridge, Tennessee 37830 

Dear Ms. Whisnant: 

RE: Methodist Medical Center (MMC) Patient Records Stored at Oak Ridge 
Associated Universities’ Center for Epidemiologic Research (ORAU/CER) 

As discussed in our recent phone conversation, the Epidemiology Support 
Section staff at Oak Ridge Associated Universities’ Center for Epidemiologic 
Research are ready to begin the microfilm project of the old Oak Ridge 
Hospital medical records stored at CER. You will find enclosed a copy of a 
previous letter to you dated February 2, 1990 outlining the protocol to be 
used for this project as well as a copy of the instructions that will be 
followed by the CER staff to complete this project. 

We will continue to work closely with you throughout this project. 
have any questions regarding the procedures for this project please contact 
me at 576-3521 or 576-3115. 

If you 

Sincerely , 

Susan C. Ball, B.S., A.R.T., C.T.R. 
Research Associate 

SCB : sp 

Enclosures 

cc: Dr. E. Dupree 
Dr. D. Cragle 
C. Murphy . 

1023948 
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Apri l  9 ,  1990 

M r .  George Hatthews 
Adminis t ra tor  
Methodist Medical Center 
990 Oak Ridge Turnpike 
Oak Ridge, Tennessee 37830 

Dear Mr. Matthews: 

Thank you f o r  your le t ter  dated Apri l  4, 1990, i n  which you indica ted  The 
Methodist Medical Center 's  (MHC) acceptance of our proposal for  management and 
r e t r i e v a l  of MMC p a t i e n t  medical records c u r r e n t l y  s tored  a t  the Center for 
Epidemiologic Research. 

We w i l l  proceed with t h i s  work as previous ly  described by us and s p e c i f i e d  i n  
your l e t t e r  referenced above. 
f u t u r e  research  purposes vi11 be accompanied by a s tudy-spec i f ic  p ro toco l .  

Requests by us  t o  access the records f o r  any 

We apprec ia t e  t he  MMC's col labora t ion  i n  t h i s  e f f o r t  which promises t o  be  
mutually b e n e f i c i a l  and look forward t o  working with Ms. Alta Whisnant t o  
develop t h e  necessary working agreements. -. 

Yours s i n c e r e l y ,  
I 

Shi r l ey  A. Fry, H.B. , B.Ch., H . P . H .  
D i r ec to r  
Center f o r  Epidemiologic Research 

cc: S. B a l l ,  B.A., A.R.T., C.T.R.  
W. U. Burr, Jr., Ph.D. ,  H.D. 
D. Cragle ,  Ph.D. 
E.  A.  Dupree, Ph.D. 
D. Hagengruber, Esq. 
B. Ryan 

1023949 
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JULY 25, 1990 

METHODIST MEDICAL CENTER 
P.O. BOX 2529 

OAK RIDGE,  TN 37830 

Susan Ball, B . S . ,  A.R.T., C.T.R. 
Research Associates 
O . R .  Associated Universities 
Oak Ridge, TN 37831-0117 

Dear Mrs. Ball: 

As discussed at the meeting Mr. Mathews and I attended at your 
business, the hospital will take the responsibility of destroying 
the medical records after you microfilm them. 

We will have Coordinated Hospital Services (CHS)  pick up the 
records and destroy them for us. They are the company we use to 
do our microfilming and to destroy our records. If you will notify 
me about two weeks before you are totally through with the records, 
I will schedule the pick up with CHS. 

Also the hospital will take the green file cabinets back. Our 
maintanence department will pick those up after CHS removes the 
records. 

If you have any more questions or if the hospital needs to 
address any other issues, please call me at 481-1127. 

Sincerely, 

u L-.t ,R(=y7 

Alta Whisnant, RRA 

1 0 2 3 9 5 0  



O R I S E  
OAK R I D G E  INSTITUTE F O R  SCIENCE AND EDUCA- 

To: Dr. Donna Cragk 

Date: August 27, 1992 

From: C4-M. Carolyn Murphy 

Copies To: Dr. Elizabeth Dupree, 
ERF, Files 

Subject: MICROFILMING OF OAK RIDGE HOSPITAL RECORDS - ESTIMATED 
COMPLETION DATE 

Several months ago, an agreement between CER and Oak Ridge Hospital originated 
regarding the Oak Ridge Hospital hard copy records located at CER. The plan was to 
microfilm these records and provide Oak Ridge Hospital with the microfilm and the cabinets 
filled with the hard copy records. Part of the records were picked up by the hospital as a 
result of that agreement. 

Microfilming of the Oak Ridge Hospital records contained in eleven file cabinets (all that 
remain at CER of those originally collected by Mancuso) has continued and is now reaching 
completion. The microfilming, processing of the microfilm, and quality checks of the 
microfilm will be completed by September 8, 1992. At that time, CER will have completed 
it’s part of the agreement and Oak Ridge Hospital will be able to pick up the records and the 
microfilm. 

CM:tn 

Managed end Operated by Oak Ridge Associated Universit;es 
for the U.S. Department of fiergy 
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O R k E  

O A K  R I D G E  INSTlTUTE F O R  SCIENCE A N D  EDUCATION 

MEDICAL SCIENCES DIVISION 

August 28, 19% 

Ms. Alta Whisnant 
Director, Medical Records 
Methodist Medical Center of Oak Ridge 
990 Oak Ridge Turnpike 
Oak Ridge, TennaSee 37830 

Dear Ms. Whisnant: 

I have been informed that the project to microfilm the Oak Ridge Hospital medical records 
housed at the Center for Epidemiologic Research (CER) for many years Will be completed in 
early September. We are eager to have the Methodist Medical Center of Oak Ridge 
(MMCOR) remove them from our facility as was discussed and agreed upon in writing in 
1990 (5 letters enclosed). 

Please make arrangements to remove these records from CER on or before October 14, 
1992. We are in the process of rearranging our vault areas in anticipation of record storage 
needs for a medical surveillance program for beryllium workers and the space that is 
occupied by the MMCOR records is needed. 

Thank you for your attention to this matter. I wi l l  expect to hear from you soon regarding 
the date and time you will remove these records from our facility. 

Sincerely. 

Donna L. Cragle, Ph.D. v 
Director 
Center for Epidemiologic Research 

DLC:jth 
Enclosures: As stated 

cc: 

IO2 

Dr. G. Davis 
Dr. J. Drewry 
Dr. B. Dupree 
Dr. S. Fry 
D. Hagengruber 
G. Matthews (MMCOR) 
B. Ryan 

P. 0. BOX 117, OAK RIDGE,  TENNESSEE 37831-01 17 

Monoged ond operated by O a k  Ridge hsocioted Universities for the U.S. Deportment of Energy 
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January 4, 1990 

Hs. A l t a  Whisnsnt 
Di rec tor ,  Medical Records 
Hethodist Medical Center of Oak Ridge 
990 Oak Ridge Turnpike 
Oak Ridge, Tennessee 37830 

Dear Hs. Whisnant: 

Following up on a conversation t h a t  you had w i t h  Susan B a l l  last week, I have 
enclosed the  inventory of o ld  Oak Ridge Hospi ta l  records  for  persons who were 
pa t i en t s  i n  your i n s t i t u t i o n  t h a t  a r e  being s t o r e d  in banded f i l i n g  cabine ts  a t  
Oak Ridge Associated Un ive r s i t i e s '  Center for Epidemiologic Research. This 
inventory was done by not ing  the number on the f irst  and l a s t  fo lde r  within 
each f i l e  drawer. 
are included i n  the  drawer. As you can see from t h e  miscellaneous comments 
t h a t  appear on the  inventory,  we cannot guarantee that  a l l  fo lde r s  are present  
wi th in  the  range of numbers l i s t e d  for each drawer. The lack of a comment f o r  
a given drawer does not ind ica te  t h a t  the  records  i n  t h a t  drawer a r e  i n  b e t t e r  
or worse order  than those drawers for which t h e r e  are comments. 

No e f f o r t  was made t o  i d e n t i f y  the o ther  fo lde r  numbers t h a t  

I f  you have any quest ions regarding the  inventory or the  hosp i t a l  records t o  
which i t  r e f e r s  please contac t  m e  at 576-3528.  

rph emiologis t  

Em: sp 
Enc 1 o sur e 

1023953 
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February 2 ,  1990 

A l t a  Uhirnant 
D i rec to r ,  Medical Records 
Methodist  Medical Center 
990 Oak Ridge Turnpike 
Oak Ridge, Tennessee 37830 

RE: Methodist  Hedical Center (IIHC) Pa t i en t  Records Stored a t  Oak Ridge 
Associated Un ive r s i t i e s  

Dear Hs. Whisnant: 

This fo l lows  on t h e  l e t te r  t o  you from El izabe th  Dupree da t ed  January 6 ,  1990, 
on t h e  above t o p i c ,  and addresses two i ssues :  (1) r e t r i e v a l  of diagnost ic  
information f o r  s e l e c t e d  HHC pa t i en t s  f o r  epidemiological  r e sea rch  purposes 
from MMC's records  s t o r e d  a t  Oak Ridge Associated U n i v e r s i t i e s '  Center f o r  
Epidemiologic Research (CER), and ( 2 )  t he  d i s p o s i t i o n  of t he  s t o r e d  records. 

AS you have been informed previously,  under i ts  c o n t r a c t  v i t h  Department of 
Energy (DOE), CER is conducting an epidemiologic s tudy of l u n g  cancer deaths 
among workers a t  the Oak Ridge Y - 1 2  p lan t  and t w o  o ther  DOE cont rac tor  
fac i l i t i es .  This study requires  access t o  medical record d a t a  so as  t o  ve r i fy  
t h a t  t h e  cer t i f ied dea ths  i d e n t i f i e d  as being due t o  lung cancer ,  involved the 
l u n g  a s  t h e  primary cancer  s i t e ,  and t o  i d e n t i f y  where p o s s i b l e ,  the  h is to logic  
cancer  type .  We understand t h a t  the medical records  for s i x  s tudy par t ic ipants  
may be contained among 5 of the 18 sealed f i l e  c a b i n e t s  of MXC pa t ien t  records 
c u r r e n t l y  s t o r e d  i n  the  CER vau l t .  These records  a re  inaccess ib l e  to  MMC, o r  
without  M3C approval ,  t o  ORAU/CER. 
space i n  t h e  CER v a u l t  t h a t  we badly need t o  s t o r e  our  ovn records .  

The cabine ts  a l s o  a re  occupying valuable 

In order  t o  reso lve  t h i s  impasse and t o  preserve the records i n  an e f f i c i e n t  
manner and an access ib l e  form t o  meet MnC's  and any fu tu re  research  needs, we 
propose t h a t  (ORAU/CER) be granted access t o  a l l  18 f i l e  c a b i n e t s  for the 
purpose of microfilming a l l  documents i n  each c a b i n e t .  The completed microfilm 
w i l l  be provided t o  MMC, a t  which time MMC vi11 author ize  removal of the f i l e s  
from the CER v a u l t  f o r  d i spos i t i on  a t  IMC's  d i s c r e t i o n .  
s tudy  p ro toco l  a l ready  accepted by HHC, XHC could provide t h e  d a t a  needed by 
CWZ on t h e  s i x  study sub jec t s  from the o r i g i n a l  or microfilmed records.  

Vi th  CER' s  present 

Before beginning the microfilming, HnC and CER s t a f f  would agree t o  a wri t ten  
p ro toco l  to  be used for this p ro jec t .  
used t o  complete t h i s  p r o j e c t ,  a projected completion date  cannot be determined 
u n t i l  t he  p r o j e c t  is i n  progress.  Suggested elements t o  be included i n  t h i s  
p ro toco l  a r e  t h e  following: 

Since e x i s t i n g  CER personnel  w i l l  be 
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CER s t a f f  agrees  t o  arrange a l l  the medical records i n  the 
f i l i n g  cabine ts  i n  s e q u e n t i a l  c h a r t  number order .  

CER s t a f f  w i l l  maintain t h e  con t inu i ty  of each record during 
the  microfilming process;  c.g. f i l m  both s i d e s  of tvo sided 
pages, remove s t a p l e s ,  and sepa ra t e  overlapping labora tory  
r epor t s ,  etc. 

ORAU/CER w i l l  bear the  c o s t  of microfilming the  records 
including personnel,  equipment, and mater ia l s  cos t s .  

The processed microfilm w i l l  be audi ted t o  assure  that the 
f i l m  can be read ,  the records  were properly pos i t ioned  and 
focused, and c o r r e c t l y  exposed; bu t  NOT t o  complete a record-  
for - record  comparison of t h e  microfilmed records t o  the  hard 
copy records.  

CER w i l l  provide the so l e  copy of the microfilm t o  WHC upon 
p ro jec t  completion. 

tfMC vi11  maintain the microfilm as a p o t e n t i a l  source of d a t a  
f o r  new s t u d i e s  of DOE vorkers  t h a t  CER may propose, contingent 
on protocols  t h a t  a r e  acceptab le  t o  HnC. 

CER and MnC w i l l  agree on t h e  procedure t o  be used i n  the  
removal of XMC's hard copy medical records from CER upon 
s a t i s f a c t o r y  completion of microfilming. 

I t  is our understanding tha t  the remainder of t h i s  HMC medical record d a t a  se t  
s t i l l  e x i s t s  i n  the same format a s  the above mentioned records and is i n  
s to rage  a t  your f a c i l i t y .  If cons ide ra t ion  is ever given t o  disposing of  t hese  
r eco rds ,  we would l i k e  t o  be informed before  any such decis ion  i s  made, so t h a t  
w e  could consider making a s i m i l a r  o f f e r  t o  microfilm the records p r i o r  t o  
their  d i spos i t i on .  

W e  look forward t o  working with you on t h i s  p ro jec t  and a v a i t  your rep ly  t o  our 
o f f e r .  If you have any quest ions,  p l e a s e  contact  me a t  576-3115. 

S i n c e r e l y ,  

S h i r l e y  A. Fry, H.B., B.Ch., H . P . H .  
Direc to r  
Center f o r  Epidemiologic Research 

SAF: BAD:J t g  

1 0 2 3 9 5 5  



Apri l  4 ,  1990 

President 
MarshrllwhiMMt 

ExearbLbVwahsident 
RJphLillard 

ViPmridenu 
George Malhews 

Elizabeth Crntwefl 
Ward Stooksbury 

Shirley A. Fry, M . B . ,  B.Ch., M.P.H. 
Director 
Center for €pi demiologi c Research 
Oak Ridge Associated Universities 
Post Office Box 117 
Oak Ridge, Tennessee 37831 -01 17 

Re: Methodist Medical Center Patient Records Storage a t  Oak Ridge 
Associated Universities . 

Dear Dr. Fry: 

The Methodist Medical Center accepts the proposal outlined i n  your l e t t e r  
of February 2, 1990 for management and retrieval o f  medical center patient 
medical records stored a t  the Center for Epidemiologic Research. 

Specifically, we grant t o  your staff access t o  the records for the purpose 
of microfilming all documents in each cabinet. The completed microfilm, 
an index listing of the records filmed, and the original records will be 
returned t o  the medical center. 
original records, using the same protocol we use for  other medical records 
which have been microfilmed. 

The medical center will maintain the microfilm records in i t s  active film 
storage facility. 

Access t o  those records needed for  your research purposes will be made 
available by having  medical center participation i n  the study approved 
by our Institutional Review Committee. 

Please have your staff  work directly w i t h  Alta Whisnant to  develop working 
agreements needed t o  make the information available and to satisfactorily 
complete this project. 

The medical center w i l l  dispose of the 

Sincerely, 

cc: Ralph Lillard 
A I  t a  Whisnant 

990 O A K  RIDGE TURNPIKE, O A K  R I D G E ,  TENNESSEE 37830 TELEPHONE (6151 481-loo0 
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April 9, 1990 

Medical 
Sciences 
Division 

Mr. George Hatthews 
Administrator 
Methodist Medical Center 
990 Oak Ridge Turnpike 
Oak Ridge, Tennessee 37830 

Dear Mr. Hatthews: 

Thank you for your letter dated April 4, 1990, in vhich you indicated The 
Hethodist Medical Center’s (MnC) acceptance of our proposal for management and 
retrieval of MMC patient medical records currently stored at the Center for 
Epidemiologic Research. 

We vi11 proceed with this work as previously described by us and specified in 
your letter referenced above. 
future research purposes will be accompanied by a study-specific protocol. 

Requests by us t o  access the records for any 

We appreciate the MXC’s collaboration in this effort which promises to be 
mutually beneficial and look forward to working wtth Ms. Alta Whisnant to 
develop the necessary working agreements. 

Yours sincerely, 

Shirley A. Fry,  H.B., B.Ch., M.P.H. 
Director 
Center for Epidemiologic Research 

SAF:jtg 

cc: S. Ball, B.A., A.R.T., C.T.R. 
U. W. Burr, Jt., Ph.D., H.D. 
D. Cragle, Ph.D. 
E. A. Dupree, Ph.D. 
D. Hagengruber, Esq. 
B. Ryan 

1 0 2 3 9 5 1  



METHODIST MEDICAL CENTER 
P.O. BOX 2529 

OAK RIDGE, TN 37830 

JULY 2 5 ,  1990 

Susan Ball, B.S.? A.R.T., C.T.R. 
Research Associates 
O.R. Associated Universities 
Oak Ridge, TN 37831-0117 

Dear Mrs. Ball: 

AS discussed at the meeting Hr. Hathews and I attended at your 
business, the hospital will take the responsibility of destroying 
the medical records after you microfilm them. 

We will have Coordinated Hospital Services ( C H S )  pick up the 
records and destroy them for us. They are the company we use to 
do our microfilming and to destroy our records. I f  you will notify 
me about two weeks before you are totally through with the records, 
I will schedule the pick up with CHS. 

Also the hospital will take the green f i l e  cabinets back. Our 
maintanence department will pick those up after CHS removes the 
records. 

I f  you have any more questions or if the hospital needs to 
address any other issues, please call me at 481-1127. 

Sincerely, 

Alta Whisnant, RRA 



SEP t 4 1992 

O R h E  
OAK RlOOE tNSlllUl€ FOR SClENCE AND EOUCAmON 

To: Pat Deems Fhm: Dr. Donna Cragle 

Date: September 14,1992 Copies To: Distribution, ERF, File 

Subject: REMOVAL OF OAK RIDGE HOSPITAL RECORDS FROM CER 

Evelyn Hill called to say that Methodist Medical Center has located space for the hospital 
records. They wil l  come to remove the records this week or the first of next week. I told 
her to call you if she can’t get in touch with me about the exact date and time. 

DLC:jth 

Distribution: Dr. G. Davis 
Dr. J. Drewry 
Dr. B. Dupree 
Dr. S. Fry 
D. Hagengruber 
G. Matthews (MMCOR) 
B. Ryan 

Addendum: The records were removed from CER by the hospital on September 10. 

Managed and Operated by Oak Ridge Associated Universities 
for the US. Department of Cnergy 



A U U ~ ~  nume, causea minor aar 
to an Oak Ridge business and t 
ed a 500-square-foot patct 
greenbelt. 

A flre whlch began under 
carport at  the residence of 7 
Carmlchiel, 128 Hlghland Ave.. 
ted the house and injured Ms. 
michid. 

Firefighters know that the 
was intense enough a t  3 : s  a.r 
cut off power to the residence 
they could only speculate L 
wben the fire started. 

Oak Ridge police officers 
Davis, David Beams and Tim 
patrolling in a police car passe 
borne at 3 : s  a.m. and saw 
flames, which had engulfed 

(Contlnued on Page 7 No. 3 

aYS ‘Mancuso Project’ records intact 
By COOKIE SPILLERS Conflicting statements from both study of DOE workers nationwide. . 

he data base for a continuing ORAU and hospital officials and For Mancuso’s study, Union Car- 
~ e s  of epidemiological studies of what Dr. Fry called an “apparently bide Corporation, DOE’S contractor 
3artment of Energy employees erroneous” newspaper story, filed for the three local plants prior to 
; not been violated in any way in Washington and published in the Martin Marietta Energy Systems, 
’ officials of the agency in charge Knoxville News-Sentinel Thursday, Computerized plant patient records, 
he data. have added to the fiveday tangle of which were - and are - owned by 
’r. Shirley Fry. dlrector of the information. DOE. 
iter for Epidemiologic Research Dr. Fry, says much of the confu- In Spite Of a Story in the K~oxville 
Oak Ridge Associated Univer- don has been caused because there News-Sentinel to the contrary, Dr. 
es. said Tuesday that all records are two sets of records, both of Fry says Mancuso never used any 
ated to the “Mancwo Project” which are housed at  the ORAU Oak Ridge Hospital records for his 
8 intact and none have been CenterforEpidemiology Research. study. He only used DOE records 
troyed. She answers the charges this generated in the medical divisions 

of the three plants. ‘he project, contracted to Dr. way: 
7mas Mancuso by DOE in the Oak Ridge Hospital ran out of If Mancuso got any records from 
1 ’60s. was designed to study the Storage space in the mid 1960s and the Oak Ridge Hospital, “We can’t 
3-term health effects of low-level asked ORAU, their neighbor a t  the document it,” Dr. Fry says. 
iationexposureof DOE workers. time, to house general public pa- Efforts to reach Mancuso have 
harges of record destruction tient records for July 1.1952 through b a n  unsuccessful. 
-e made at  a congressional hear- 1961 at  ORAU’s Tyrone Road of- The termination of Mancuso’s . 

last Wednesday, sending of- fices. These are records that were contract with DOE in 1977 was con- 
ais of ORAU and Methodist - and are - owned by Oak Ridge troversial. DOE Claimed Mancuso 
ilcal Center of Oak Ridge Hospital. was slow in publishing his study 
*merly called the Oak Ridge results. Mancuso charged that DOE 
;pital) into a flurry of investiga- feared his study would show unfa- 
19. (Continuedon Page 7 No. 2) 

Mancuso, a researcher from the 
University of Pittsburgh was hired 
in 1964 to do an epidemiological 

- -  I I - . _  . _.. - - -  .- 

---.-__C. ---- -. . -_-_ --- . ~ - ~ . ~ ~ . ~ ~ - . ~ - ~ ~ - ~ - . . . ~ - ~ .  ~ ~ ~ = ~ ~ . . ~ - ~ .  . ~. __ -------* - 



I 

... -... ..- 

I! 

.- 

couepr: ~LUUJ - .- 
speaking and math, the deveiopmenr.ri JbUULfjJ 
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_. 0 Number 2 

- Health records - I 
- From Pago On. I I .  

vorable results. 

awarded the embracL to continue 
the study, it a b  fdI heir b the 
D O E ~ r d s M a m a n w a s ~ &  

After gaining tbe contract,’ 
ORAU‘s epi- grwp grew. 
Space became tfght, pad ORAU saw 
the area oceupkd by tbe Oak Ridge 
Hospital records as a solution to 
their space pmbkm. 

hospital officials 4 t h  ULe space 
problem. Tbe hospital’s nspollse 
was to destroy some of their older 
records, a pradlec that was com- 
mon at otherbospitab at this time. 
The hospitai identifled the 1952-56- 

records for sbnddtng. 
Because the records were at 

ORAU, ,the hospital asked ORAU to 
W ~ t h u a . O M U o b l i d g e d .  

Describing tbe shredding p m  
cedun a~ “Qlrty and timtconsum- 
io&” Dr. Fry sayd much of the 
wortwasdonc~tbewakends. 

About this same time, Dr. Fry 
continues, OBAU hired a new 
epidemiobght - Antbony Poled- &. 

“He was a data junkie, as are 
most epidemiologists," Dr. Fry 
says and Pokdaik asked that the 
ahndding be hplted as the records 
might have fnture nsearch value. 
Thsshredding war stopped. 

Today, what’s left of the hospk 
tal’s rtcords - part of 195s-1981- 
are still housed at ORAU under 
tight security, as are all of the- 
ORAU epi&mioWY records, Dr. 
Frysoya 

“Thy am still the inspital’s m 
cords,” Dr. Fry say. ‘They are 
just stored bere. We have looked at 
them but we have never wd 
them.” 

These are the records WbIcb ap 
parenuy stirred the interest of 
legisklt4m aad local union officials 
who were told tbat inforraatIoa 
nia thg  to the study waa being 
eradicated with the inference that 
tbe data was being destroyed 
because it was unfavorable to DOE. 

But Dr. Fry reiterates that ule 
hospital mrds  are aport and sep 
mate from the DOE pccotds Man- 

when ORAU subsequently 

ORAU, says Dr. Fry, went to 

m e n  aslred’about a ‘‘coverup” 
charge made by rmion officials rep- 
resenting many of the workers in- 
volved in the long-tenn study, Dr. 
Fry says, “No. I Qn’t know how 
.dm to answer that. There was 110 
coverup. The Oak Ridge Hospital 
records are not tbt Mancuso n- 
cords.” 

According to Dr. Fry and Donna 
C r a g l e ,  O R A U ’ s  l e a d  
epidemiologist, tbe data base for 
the long-term health aad mortality 
study which M a r i ~ t t S ~  initiated m- 
tains lnfmation for individual 
workers beginning the day that the 
plants opened in 1912. 
,The information, which has been 

computerfied, contains name, bir- 
thdate, sex, race, social security 
number, hiring date and termina- 
tion date, exposure history and 
medical hfstory. 

That the information existed in a 
data base and was undergoing 
analysis came as a surprise to 
Atomic Trades and Labor Council 
members who say they were never 
notified of the studies. 

According to Bob Keil, president 
of ATLC, oae of ATLC’s members, 
Sam Fife, mad about the studies in 
an ana newspaper. 

Fife was in Washington last week 
to testify at a House subcommittee 
concerning the project. 

Representlag same 4,400 workers, 
Fife asked the subcommittee to 
shift control of the studies from 
DOE to the Department of Health 
and Human services, a more objec- 
tive overseer, Fife says. 
In the meantime, Fife has met 

with ORAU epidemiologists on sev- 
eral occasioos, Dr. Fry says. 
“We’re willing to wort with the 
ATLC. We have already.” 

An upcoming study of chexnicd 
operators at the three k a i  plants is 
being conducted with aid from the 
ATLC, sbe says. 

A cowrvative estimate of when 
the study’s results will be ready h 
‘%metime in 1987.” 

~ 

D r .  F r y  s a y s  t h a t  Cbe 
Epidemtologlcal Center has held 
briefings with the ATLC and pro- 
vided them with copies of all of the 
center‘s plant-related studies. cusa was using. 
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DRAFT 11/19/85 

BACKGROUND. Robert  Alvarez,  Environmental Po l i cy  I n s t i t u t e ,  t e s t i f i e d  i n  

Washington t h a t  he had been g iven  information ( u n i d e n t i f i e d  source)  i n d i c a t i n g  

t h a t  Oak Ridge Hosp i t a l  r e c o r d s  used i n  t h e  Mancuso s tudy had been destroyed.  

The Oak Ridger says  a charge i s  being made (by Alvarez?) t h a t  25 percent  of 

t h e  r e c o r d s  documenting i l l n e s s e s  from 1952 t o  1961  and c o l l e c t e d  from area 

h o s p i t a l s  i n  t h e  l a te  1970's  by D r .  Thomas Mancuso have been destroyed.  

SPECIFIC PARAPHRASED QUESTIONS (CUMULATIVE) . 
The Oak Ridger a sks :  

1. 

2. 

3.  

4 .  

Are t h e  Oak Ridge Hosp i t a l  r e c o r d s  [used i n  t h e  Mancuso study] i n t a c t ?  

If not ,  how and why were they  des t royed?  

Did t h e  Oak Ridge Hosp i t a l  r e c o r d s  inc lude  d a t a  on more than  j u s t  those  

who had worked a t  fac i l i t i es  covered by t h e  Mancuso s tudy?  

How d i d  ORAU get the  r eco rds  i n  t h e  f irst  p lace?  

by ORAU of w h a t  r e c o r d s  i t  had rece ived?  

And w a s  t h e r e  a l i s t i n g  

SUGGESTED POINTS TO COMMUNICATE 

The r e c o r d s  which DOE r ece ived  from D r .  Mancuso and turned  Over t o  

ORAU are s t i l l  i n t a c t  i n  ORAU f i les .  However, by d e f i n i t i o n  t h e  

Mancuso r e c o r d s  do - not  i nc lude  t h e  Oak Ridge Hosp i t a l  f i l e s  i n  

quest ion;  t o  our knowledge D r .  Mancuso never had access t o  t h e s e  

r eco rds  nor  c o l l e c t e d  such d a t a  from area h o s p i t a l s .  

The Oak Ridge Hosp i t a l  r e c o r d s  i n  ques t ion  were n o t  p a r t  of  t h e  Mancuso 

study, have n o t  been, and are n o t  be ing  used for any s tudy .  However, 

they have h i s t o r i c a l  d a t a  t h a t  one day might prove u s e f u l .  The f i l e s  

w e r e  o r i g i n a l l y  s t o r e d  by ORAU as a favor  t o  t h e  Oak Ridge Hospi ta l  



3 .  

whi le  i t  w a s  having space problems. 

h o s p i t a l  coopera te  i n  a number of programs so the  safe s t o r a g e  i n  a 

secured area w a s  a favor  ORAU provided i n  i t s  CER f a c i l i t i e s  when 

loca ted  on Tyrone Road a c r o s s  from t h e  h o s p i t a l .  

The Oak Ridge Hosp i t a l  d id  i n  f a c t  r eques t  t h a t  ORAU p u l l  o l d e r  f i l e s  

from some of t h e  s t o r a g e  c a b i n e t s .  But t h i s  w a s  i n  no way r e l a t e d  t o  

the  Mancuso s tudy .  

w i th  p e r i o d s  of time. 

( f i l e s  A-C) s i n c e  t h e r e  w a s  no l e g a l  reason t o  maintain them (seven 

yea r s  s t o r a g e  i s  r e q u i r e d ) .  L a t e r  ORAU suggested they  might prove 

use fu l  i n  a m o r t a l i t y  s tudy,  so  they  have been r e t a i n e d  w i t h  t h e  Oak 

Ridge H o s p i t a l ' s  approval .  

ORAU's Medical Divssion and t h e  

The f i l e s  are l abe led  A-Z, wi th  le t ters  corresponding 

It appears  t h a t  some o lde r  r e c o r d s  were destroyed 



0 a k Ridge Associated U 17 i ve rs i t 

MEMORANDUM 

TO Mrs. Tompkins, Dr. Godbold FROM Carolyn b s a r  t i ’  
DATE October 21, 1977 COPIESTO Files 

SUBJECT DESTROYING HOSPITAL RECORDS 

Mrs. Ne11 from the Oak Ridge Hospital examined ORAU f i les  containing the 
Oak Ridge Hospital records. 
records as follows: 

Approval was given for destroying hospital 

27 0 C 
11 D 
A E (1957) 
B Both cabinets of index  cards - A 

The following records are t o  be retained: 

H / f  F 
G J J 

After the indicated records are destroyed, Mrs. Ne11 i s  t o  be contacted a t  
482-2441, ext. 127, a t  which time whe will return and inspect the remaining 
records. Mrs. Ne11 requested t h a t  the remaining records be stored here by 
ORAU i f  a t  a l l  possible. 



OAk Ridge Associated Universities 

MEMORANDUM 

k r s .  Ne11 from the Qak Ridge Iiospital examined OPAU f t l e s  contafning the 
9ak Ridge Hospital records. 
records as  follows: 

Approval vias given for destroying hospital 

- 0  c: 
11 0 
A t (1957) 
B Eo th  cabinets o f  index cards 

The f o l l o w i y  records are tc? be retained: 

F H 
G J 

After the indicated records are destroyed, Mrs. tlell i s  t o  be contacted a t  
482-2441, ext. 127, a t  w h i c h  time whe wil l  return and inspect the rerraining 
records. Mrs. !.le11 requested tha t  the remaining records be stored here by 
ORAlI i f  a t  a71 possible. 

O R A U - A 4 0 1  



JOHN C R O C K E T T  T O  P U R S U E  T H E  R E M O V A L  O f  THE CURRENT H O S P I T A L  RECORDS W I T H  T H E  

I F  HE 3 O E S  ME 

O A K  RIDGE HOSPITAL. HE MAY N E E D  T H E S E  M E M O S .  A L S O , / H E  S H O U L D  KNOW T H A T  I 

TOLO MRS. NELL I N  Wx JANUARY T H A T  THEY COULD NOT CONTINUE T O  BE S T O R E D  HERE 

I N D I C A T E D  T H A T  WE 6 0 U L D  NOT C O N T I N U E  T O  STORE T H E M .  S H E  S A I D  S H E  W O U L O  

CHECK W I T H  HER B O S S  AND C A L L  ME " A C K .  W E  H A V E  N E V E R  H E A R 0  A N Y T H I N G  E L S E  

A B O U T  T H E  R E M O V A L  OF T H E  CURRENT FILES A L T H O U G H  P E O P L E  FROM T H E  RECORO ROOM 

( I  A S S U M E )  CONT l N U E  T O  COME TO T H E  f I L E S  AND X K K S  T A K E  O U T  RECORDS. 

1 0 2 3 9 b b  



Oak Ridge 
Associated 
Universities 

August 10, 1978 

Mr. Ralph Lillard 
Oak Ridge Hospital of the 

125 West Tennessee Avenue 
Oak Ridge, Tennessee 37830 

Methodist Church 

Dear Mr. Lillard: 

This is confirming our telephone conversation of August 10, 1978, requesting 
that the file cabinets containing Oak Ridge Hospital medical records be 
picked up from the Medical and Health Sciences Division, Tyrone Road building. 
There are 26 file cabinets of records, of which 11 cabinets contain records 
which we were previously told could not legally be destroyed. If we do not 
hear from you by August 24, 1978, we will proceed with the destruction of all 
of these records. 

Sincerely yours 

John T. Crockett, Jr. 
Administrative Officer 

JTC : sw 



Oak Ridge Associated Universities 

MEMORANDUM 
;A /  

Sarah FROM File  TO 

DATE October 31, 1977 COP1 ES TO 

SUBJECT DISPOSAL OF HOSPITAL RECORDS 

Mr. Crockett called today t o  say that the records will be shredded 
He has talked t o  Bill Bibb who says t o  have Bill Perry get in a t  ORO. 

touch with Chief Peter White when we have 15-20 boxes ready t o  shred. 
Chief White's phone No. i s  8-3-4188. 
door and Chief White will meet h i m  there. All metal i s  t o  be removed 
from the folders prior t o  boxing. 

Bill Perry i s  t o  park a t  the back 

OR AU-A 40 1 



O a k  Ridge Associated Universities 

MEMORANDUM 
TO Evelyn H i l l ,  Oak Ridge Hospi ta l  FROM Donna L. Cragle, Ph.D., Epidemiologist  

SUBJECT- TaTST OF 3 

The fol lowing is an inventory l i s t  of t h e  f i l e s  found a t  t h e  C e n t e r  
f o r  Epidemiologic Research. W e  recorded t h e  f i r s t  c h a r t  number i n  each 
drawer and w e  assume t h a t  a l l  c h a r t s  i n  between are ava i l ab le .  P l ease  
ca l l  m e  a t  576-2866 if I can he lp  you again.  

C7249 4 1 %  / 5- s' 
c7795 
C8342 
C8906 

D 345 
D 971 
D1594 
D2159 
D2771 
D3255 
D3793 
D4369 
D4895 
D5461 
36505 
D6966 
D7500 
D8135 
D8698 

E3204 
E3655 
E4201 
E4457 
E5079 
E5681 
E6199 
E6788 
E7324 
E7932 
E8373 

DC: jb 

F 518 
F1090 
F1601 
F2177 
F2693 
F3166 
F3658 
F4242 
F4 7 80 
F5244 
F57 60 

G 52 
G2308 
62792 
G3346 
63773 
G4016 
G4482 
65062 
G5599 
66114 
G6554 
G6973 
67435 
G7926 
68360 

H 498 
H1027 
H1511 
H1966 
H2353 
H2755 
H3185 
H3745 
H4168 
H4594 
H5143 
H5599 
H6053 
H6587 
H7013 
H7399 
H7763 
H8228 
5 339 
J 375 
J 851 
51372 
51864 
52345 
52841 
53749 
54190 
54643 
55096 
55551 
56075 
56522 

1 0 2 3 9 b Q  
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