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May 1, 1946 

I!ajor General L. R. Groves 
p. 0. Sox 2610 
l'iashhington 25, D.C. 

Desr Generhl Groves: 

The i n t e r i m  Advisory Committee on Isotope D i s t r i b u t i o n  Pol icy,  
appointed by t h e  :kinhattan a i s t r i c t ,  e p p r e c i a t e s  t h e  confidence yo" have 
placed i n  it and i s  cocnizant  of  t h e  Erea t  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t h a t  it has 
assumed i n  e i d i n g  t h e  D i s t r i c t  t o  e s t a b l i s h  R s c i e i l t i f  i c a l l y  d e s i r a b l e  
r ,&tion&l d i s t r i h u t i o n  of d e c l a s s i f i e d  i so topes .  The Corn i t t e e ,  having 
r le t  w i t h  r e p r e s e n t e t i v e s  of t h e  D i s t r i c t  at your i n v i t a t i o n  on h p r i l  20, 
l ~ a s  a r r i v e d  ~ l ;  sone pre1lminar;- mderstandinL;s,  agreements, and reconmend- 
a t 5  ons. 

Understandings. 

It i s  the understandinc o f  t h e  Cormnittee t h a t :  (1) f i n a l  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  production, a v @ . i l a b i l i t y ,  and d i s t r i b u t i o n  of 
i so topes  n e c e s s n r i l y  r e s t s  w i t h  t h e  adrr i inis t ra t ive agency, t h e  Kanhattan 
C i s t r i c t :  ( 2 )  t h e  L i s t r i c t  d e s i r c s  t o  fol lm! p o l i c i e s  advised by t h e  
Committee on t;ie d i s t r i b u t i o n  and a l l o c a t i o n  of i so topes  f o r  non-project  
r e sea rches ,  v;lierein n o  d i r e c t  i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  L i i s t r i c t  are  involved, and, 
i n  fol lowing such  p o l i c i e s ,  t o  be supported by  t h e  Cormittee:  ( 3 )  reconmend- 
a t i o n s  t o  t h e  D i s t r i c t  will be 1;:elcomed frcm t h e  Committee on o the r  m a t t e r s  
concerning, d e c l a s s i f i e d  i s o t o p e s  than  on d i s t r i b u t i o n  pol icy,  but  t h a t  f o r  
t h e  present  t h e s e  a r e  no t  t o  be  considered t h e  prime f u n c t i o n  of t h e  Comm- 
i t t e e ;  ( 4 )  d i s t r i b u t i o n  t o  r e q u e s t o r s  w i t h i n  t h e  armed s e r v i c e s  or t o  
r eques to r s  o u t s i d e  t h e  United S t c t e s  i s  not t o  be a p resen t  c m c e r n  of t h e  
C o r n i t t e e ;  ( 5 )  t h e  Distr i , . , t  wishcs the Cornlittee t o  se rve  f o r  t h e  i n t e r i m  
period u n t i l  e s t sb l i shmen t  o f  t he  f u t u r e  a d m i n i s t r a t o r  o f  t h e  P r c j e c t ,  does 
not wish t o  e s t a b l i s h  long  teri:: p o l i c i e s  o r  nake conmittments which would 
undul:. p rc jud ice  t h e  7 o l i c i e s  or a f f a i r s  o f  t h e  f u t u r e  [-overnine agency of 
t h c  Pr5 j c c t .  

Agreements 

The S o m i i t t e e  agrecs:  (1) t o  s e r v e  es an  i n t e r i m  adv i so ry  body 
w i t h  t h e  a l o v e  Linderstfindings concerning t h c  r a l a t i v e  r a s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  and 
corn-it tncnts of t h e  D i s t r i c t  ~ n d  t h e  C o r n i t t e e ;  ( 2 )  t o  a i d  t h s  D i s t r i c t  
uu-ith a l l  poss ib l e  d i s y a t c h  e.nd coopcmt ion  t o  a r r a n e e  f o r  a no rkab le  pro- 
cedure and s u i t e b l c  p o l i c i e s  t o  c f f e c t  i s c i m t i f i c a l l y  and n c t i o n a l l y  
d c s i r a b l e  d i s t r i b u t i o r  of d e c l c s s i f i o d  i s o t o p e s ;  (3) t o  suppor t  the G i s t -  
r l c t  on i s o t  opc d i s t r i b u t i o r .  c f f e c t z d  according t o  rcc'mmendati ons o r  
p c l i c i e s  &.dvisc-d by the Connit toe,  
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3ec ommsndat ions.  

On t h e  b a s i s  o f  t h c  i n i t i a l  rn2Ltin6, it i s  recommended b y  t h e  
C m G t t o e  that:  

1. i?vgardin[ 6 v L i l a b i l i t y  - The t ianhattan Di s t r i c t ;  

a .  Proceed as p ronp t ly  as -7ossiblc t o  secu re  t h e  
necessa ry  Luthor izn t ion ,  funds , f a c i l i t i c s  , and pcrsonnel  t o  
undertake n major pr0grc.n o f  product ion end  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  
r t d i o a c t i v e  md. s t a b l c  i so topes  f o r  use i n  r c seh rch  i n  pure 
m d  a l ;p l ied  scS.encc, i nc lud ing  mcd icd  sc ience .  

b. ?roceed e t  once w i t h  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of  t h o s e  few 
i so topes ,  even i n  l i m i t e d  q u m t i t i e s ,  as are now on hand or  
r c a d i l y  xmdc a v a i l a b l c ,  suck. a s  C14 , P32 , S35 , End 1131 . 

C .  P repare  f o r  t h e  Conmritt3c a list g iv ing  q u s n t i t i e s  and 
q u c l i t i c s  of i s o t u p s  t h a t  w i l l  be s v e i l a b l e  upon i n i t i a t i c n  
of d i s t r i b u t i o n ,  and. f u r t h L r  E! more complcte l i s t  o f  a l l  
dcc la s  s i  f i e d  i s  o t  opcs , Living approximLtc q u u n t i t  ies and 
quf i l i t i cs ,  t h c t  may l a t e r  bt; f ivni lablc  from t h e  D i s t r i c t  
f a c i l i t i e s .  

2 ,  Resc.rdinK C b r g c s . .  - The Xanhnttan i j i s t r i c t :  

' a. 2rcpa re  i n  conjunct ion  w i t h  t h e  above lists a t ab le  
of  p r i c o s  under  which it i s  proposcd t o  i n i t i c t e  non-project  
d i s t r i b c t i  on. 

b. Yzke a yeasonable chsrge f o r '  all i s o t o p e s  which i s  
n o t  z r c a t c r  t h c n  "out-of-pocI:et" c o s t s  t o  t h c  D i s t r i c t  
r e s u l t i n g  from thc r rddi t ionr l  p roduct ion  incu r red  5y the non- 
p r o j e c t  di s t r ib u t  i on . 

C.  Determine p r i c e s  on the brsls  of a n t i c i p c t e d  perf'ccted 
r o u t i n e  product ion processes  a d  if necessa ry  bLlnnce c o s t s  
between somc of  t h c  more expensive and some o f  the  l e s s  cxpen- 
s i v c  i so topes ,  E O  t h a t  rcsccrch-progrz.m q u c n t i t i c s  o f  any 
importnnt  i s o t o p t  w i l l  no t  b i  p r o h i b i t i v e l y  expensive t o  t h e  
nvcr rgc  s c i e n t i f i c  i n s t i t u t i o n s .  

d. Assess n f l c  t minimum ch&rgc o f  up t o  &50 f o r  c m h  
i s o t o p c  s a q l c  supp l i ed ,  t h i s  chargc t o  cover  t h o s e  c o s t s  
i n c u r r e d  i:i a d m i n i s t r c t i v c  hmdlin:, o f  roqucs t s ,  prc!arJing 
o f  i so topes ,  &rid r b d i r t i o n  b z e r d  monitor ing of  s h i p n m t s ,  
c t c .  

- 3. :tcy;crding G r y e a i z a t i m  - f o r  LJ locLt ion  - m d  D i s t r i b u t i o n .  

L. - A l l  r e q u c s t s  should b e  i n i t i G 1 l y  rece ivcd  by t h e  rppro-  
pri:  tc- off icL of t h e  iknhc.ttrn L i s t r i c t ,  rvhzre z t cc l ln icc l  
review shoald tc i n i t i r , t c a  m cach rcqucs t  i n  rcgcrd  t o  ~ 1 1  
t cchn icc l  qucs t ions  r r i s i n g  between t h c  sup; i l icr  nn:! the 
r cqucs to r .  
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b. Each rc-qucst v;ould t 1 . a  bc r c f c r r c d  t o  an "hdvisory 
I- l locLtion r;nd L i s t r i b u t i o n  Em-rd" nonin:.tzd by t h c  Comi-iittee 
and cFpointe6. by the D i s t r i c t ,  sz id  S K r d  h tv ing  t h c  respons- 
i b i l i t y  of n d v i s i n c  03 t h c  L l l o c a t i o n  cnd d i s t r i b u t i o n  of 
i s o t o ~ ? c s  cccording t o  thi s c i c c t i f i c  vc.luc of t h e  intended 
:.pplicr,tion mri t h e  q x i i f i c t t i o n s  of t h t  rcquLstor ,  2nd s a i d  
bocrd t o  opcrntc  u n d x  t h c  supc rv i s ion  of t h c  P o l i c y  ComJittcc. 
an8 i n  confornsity w i t h  i t s  o l i c i c s .  

C .  Ecch r c q u c s t  f o r  mc.tcriri1 fo r  c p p l i c c t i o n  i n  L h m n  
bcinL, would hr.vc t o  bc r c f c r r e d  by t h c  Advisory kl locr . t ion a d  
d l E t r i b u t i o n  Do:.rd t 3 L "I.Icdicc.1 Bcview BOE rd" s i r i l t r l y  
nominrtcd rLnd r.ppointcd v h i c h  would l-cve f i n G l  v c t o  power on 
r q 7  d i s t r i b u t i  m s u g p s t c d  f o r  h w n  c.pplicr.tion. 

Sricll  (3  t o  10 rxmbcrs) "€jc.nels o f  Consul tcnts"  i n  a 
n m h e r  of s ? c c i r l i z c d  f i e l d s  of p o s s i b l e  c.pplicc.tions o f  i s o -  
t o p e s  should be nomin: t c d  by t h c  Folic:: Committcc r,nd :.ppointcd 
Sy t h c  D i s t r i c t  t c  scrvc- c s  c o n s u l t z n t s  \ \ r i t l iout  f e c  f o r  t h e  
?ur;?oss o f  c f f ' o r d i q  c d v i c c  cLs dccmcd nmcssL.rJr on sc i a n t i f i c  
E: t t c r s  c oraccted w i t h  r c q u c s t s .  

d.  

C. Aknhcttcn P r o j e c t  members ahould n o t  be excluded from 
nmbcrsi . ip  i n  r.njr or t h c s c  t roups  Lnd i n  a n y  cc.sc:, t!icir 
mcmbcrsbi;, would bc g r c r t l y  d c s i r c d  by t h c  C m i i t t c c ,  P r o j e c t  
mcmbcrs s o  choscn by t h c  Com;;ittcc w i l l  b c  supportcd i n  t h c i r  
a c t i o n s  for tlic- Cumxriittcc t o  t h c  scmc c x t o n t  os con-project  
ncmbcrs . 

f. Z f f e c t i v c  l i c i s o n  should b e  cs tLb l i shed  between t h e  
Z n h r t t c n  U i s t r i c t  t e c h n i c a l  o f f i c e  ( o r  b o t r d )  which hc.ndles 
non-progcct i s o t o p e  r c q u e s t s  cad thc r.ssocintcd ndv i so ry  groups 
v~lzosc f u n c t i o n s  f,rc s c t  f o r t h  cbovc, In  p a r t i c u l a r ,  t h e  
P o l i c y  Cornnittee should bc kcp t  informed r e g u k r l y  o f  t h e  d i s -  
t r i b u t i o n  bcinz e f f e c t e d  under i t s  c.dvised p o l i c i e s  . 
4. Rcgcrding P r i n c i p l e s  - of hl locc, t ion.  

z. I so topcs  should  b c  m d e  rv: . i l tble  t o  i n d i v i d u a l s  only 
th rough  quc.lif i s d  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  t h e  c.drriinistrz.tion of t h e  i n -  
s t i t u t i o n  csscming t h e  necessc ry  f'incacic.1 cnd legc l  c r r t n g c -  
m n t s  b u t  t h e  r: . terir . l  be ing  c l l o t t c d  s p e c i f i c d l y  t o  t h e  
r cqucs to r .  

b .  Secxickr;: d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  i so topcs  should not b e  pcr- 
m i t t c d  u l o s s  i n d i c r t e d  and c.utiLorized m d e r  t h e  or i g i n n l  r c q u e s t ,  
o r  subscqucnt ly  i n  v:ri ti% through t h e  c,ccepted chr.nncls f o r  
r c  quc s t s  . 

C .  I n i t i c l  p - i o r i t i c s  shou ld  bc i s t c b l i s h c d  i n  the  fol lowing 
ordcr :  

1. h b l i s h n b l c  r c s c s r c h  ir. t h c  iusdcr;-.cnt:,l s c i e n c c s ,  - 
i n c l u C i q  h ~ m . ~  L p p l i c c t i o a s ,  b u t  r c q u i r i n g  smnll scxtiplcs. 
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2. Thbrcpcut ic  c.pplicc.tions i n  h w n s  or pub l i shab le  
rLsc&chcs i n  t h c  fundLncntL1 sc i cnccs ,  b u t  r c q u i r i n g  
l r x g e r  sr.n?$c s . 

- 3, 

- 4.  

' 5  - A11 o the r s .  

Thc Committoe no t  be given r c s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  a d v i c e  on 

Educnti onnl rad t r r ; in ing  purposcs. 

Publ ishcblc  r c scc rches  i n  t h e  c p p l i e d  sc i ences .  

d .  
t h e  a l l o c a t i o n  of isctopcx f o r  s t r i c t l y  commercial purposes, 
such as Eon-publishatlc o r  commcrci&lly-prof i t a b l e  nppl icGtions 
in cammcrcicl orgonizct ions.  The Committcc wishes t o  res t r ic t  
i t s  c oncerr, t o  pub l i shcb le  rLsecrches and cduccitional t r a i n i n g  
in  iundrnicntx.1 Lnd r-pplied sciences.  

5 .  Regr.rding Inf ormctioa. 

I;. C c r t c i n  i n f o n s . t i o n  should irnnedic.tcly b e  f u r n i s h e d  non- 
p r o j c c t  s c i e n t i s t s  t o  nccompcny c propcr progrtm f o r  i so tope  
d i s t r i b u t i o n ;  nrmely i n f  o m t i o n  on tlic: 

- 1. P r o p e r t i c s  of d e c l w i s i f i c d  i s o t o p e s  necesscxy f o r  
t l w i r  proper  usc :.nd mecsurcmont. 

2. 
t r  ibE t  i on. 

Toxicity of ccch r c d i o i s o t o p e  r c l ensed  f o r  d i s -  

3. S t m d n r d s  &ne i n s t rumcn tc t ion  f o r  propcr  r ad io -  
c c  t i y i t y  n c a s u r e m e n t  * 

4. Types of d c c l t s s i f i c d  problcms i n v o s t i g c t c d  by thc 
h c c l r h  cnd b i  01 og icc l  gr a p s o  

b. knnounccnent of t h e  rclcoso of d e c l a s s i f i e d  i so topes  
should be mde i n i t i r - l l y  i n  widely-circul t . ted s c i c n t i f i c  jour-  
nc l s ,  Scicncc bc ing  r. good cxamplc, p r i o r  t o  t h e  s trrt  of actual 
d i s t r i b u t i o n ,  t h u s  c f f o r d i n g  rn cqucl  oppor tun i ty  f o r  a l l  r e -  
ques to r s .  Thc announcement should c o n t c i n  s t a t emcn t s  on avail- 
e .b i l i ty ,  priccF;, mecknism for r cques t ing ,  o r g a n l z r t i o n  f o r  
hcnd l ine  c.lloccition m d  d i s t r i b u t i o n ,  rind p r i n c i p l e  p o l i c i c s  
govcrcing d i s t r i b u t i o n .  Pub l i cc t ion  o f  thc. c.nnounccmnt cc.n be 
timed t o  s u i t  t h e  L i c t r i c t ' s  progrcn, b u t  June f i r s t  would be an 
e x c e l l e n t  gor.1. 

It i s  r i d i e e d  b y  t h e  Committee tk.t nrrcngemcnts cr.nnot bc set 
up imncdic.tcly t o  govern rll t h e  d c t c i l s  thct m y  c r i s e  r f t c r  t h c  stcrt of 
t h c  progrrm, b u t  it is decmd c x t r c n c l y  i n p o r t m t  t o  i n i t i c t e  thc d c s i r c d  
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distribution on r n  inmcdi:.tc-l:. workable bcs is  cnd t o  pocccd t o  
cstafslish f 'urthcr r c g u l c t i o n s  cs the nced firiscs. 

Your c f f o r t s  i3 f u r t h c r i n g  t h i s  t rcmindous ly  importcnt  
?rogrrm will bc S r w t l y  cFprtciF. tcd by t h e  Committee r.nd by c l l  the  
i n t c r c e t c d  scii:iti f ic p n u p s  o f  the n:.tion. 

For  t h e  Committee: 

IO I 4 5 4 9  

Vcry t r u l y  yours, 

/s/ L. h, Du Bridgc, 

L. A .  Du Bricige, 
C hc. im n . 
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