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May 1, 1946

liejor General L. R. Groves
P. 0, Dox 2610
Vieshington 25, D.C.

Dear General Groves;

The Interim Advisory Committee on Isotope Distribution Policy,
appointed by the !mnhattan District, eppreciates the confidence you have
pleced in it esnd is cognizant of the grest responsibility that it hes
assumed in aiding the District to establish a scientifically desirable
retionel distribution of declassified isotopes. The Com ittee, having
viet with representetives of the District atv your invitation on April 20,
Las arrived at some preliminary understendings, agreements, and rec ommend -
ations,

Understandings,

It is the understanding of the Committee that: (1) {final
responsibility for the production, aveilability, and distribution of
isotopes necessarily rests with the administrative agency, the lManhattan
District: (2) the District desires to follow policies edvised by the
Committee on the distribution and allocation of isotopes for non-project
resesrches, wherein no direct interests of the District are involved, and,
in following such policies, to be supported by the Comnittee: (3) recommend~
ations to the District will be welcomed from the Committee on other matters
concerning deciassified isotopes then on distributipn policy, but that for
the present these are not to be considercd the prime function of the Comm-
ittee; (4) distribution to requestors within the armed services or to
requestors outside the United States is not to be a present concern of the
Committee; (5) the Distri.t wishcs the Comnittee to serve for the interim
period until csteblishment of the future administrator of the Prcject, does
not wish to establish long term policies or make committments which would
unduly prejudice the nolicies or affairs of the future gpoverning apgency of
the Prouject.

Lrreementse.

The Committee agrecs: (1) to serve &s an interim edvisory body
with the above understandings concerning the rclative responsibilities and
committments of the District and the Committee; (2) to aid the Distr ot
with all possible dispatch and cooperastion to arrange for a viorikable pro-
cedure and suitable policies to cffect & scicutifically and netionally
desirable distribution of declessificd isotopes; (3) to support the Dist-
rict on isotope distributiorn effectcd according to recommendations or

pelicies edviscd by the Committee.
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Recommendetions,

On the basis of thc initiaml mecting, it is recommended by the

Commiittee that:
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1. Regerding Lveilebility - The kenhattan District:

s, Proceed as promptly as —ossible to secure the
necessary authorization, funds, facilitics, and pcrsonnel to
undertake & major progrem of production end distribution of
radioactive end stable isotopes for use in research in pure
end applied sciencc, including medicel science.

b, Proceed st once with the distribution of those few
isotopes, even in limited quentities, as are now on hand or
readily madc evailable, suck as €14 , P32, 35, end 1131,

c. Preparc for the Comuittszc a list giving quantities and
quclities of isotopes thet will be sveilable upon initiaticn
of distribution, and furthcr & more complcte list of all
declassified isotopes, piving approximatc quantities and
quelitics, thet mey laeter be availablc from the District
focilities,

2. Repcrding Charges, - The lanhettan District:

a., Prepare in conjunction with the above lists a table
of prices under which it is proposcd to initiete non-project
distribution.

b. lieke a reasonable charge for all isotopes which 1is
not zrcater then "out-of -pocket" costs to the District
resulting from thc additional production incurred by the non-
project distribution,

¢. Determine prices on the basis of anticipated perfcected
routine production processes wnd if necessary balance costs
betwecen somc of the more expensive and some of the less expen-
sive isotopes, so that rescarch-program quantitics of any
important isotopc will not by prohibitively expensive to the
evcerege scicentific institutions.

d. Assess a {lct minimum charge of up to ¢50 for coch
isotopc sample supplicd, this chargce to cover those costs
incurred in cdministretive handling of requests, poclkaping
of isotopes, and radiction hazerd monitoring of shipments,
cte.

3. IJegarding Oreanization for Allocetion end Distribution,

. All requests should be initizlly received by the appro-
pricte officc of the lionhatten Listrict, where o technicel
revicw should be initiatcd on cech recquest in regerd to £ll
tcehnicel questions crising between the supplicr and the
rcquestor.
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b. Bech reguest would tlien be rcferred to an “hdvisory
£llocction end Listribution Bo.rd" nominctcd by the Committee
and eppointeéd by the District, sazid Bourd heving the respons-
ibility of advising on the wllocation end distribution of
isotoncs cecording to the secicntific veluc of the intended
cpplication cnd the quclifications of the requestor, end said
boerd to opcratc undcr the supcrvision of thc Policy Committcc,
and in conformity with its olicics.

c. Eecch request for meterial for cpplication in & human
bcing would heve to be referred by the Advisory Allocation and
distribution Lorrd to & "llcdicel Review Borrd" similerly
nomincted end cppointed which would heve final veto power on
any distribution suggested for humon cppliection.

d. Smell (3 to 10 mombers) "Pouncls of Consultents" in o
nurber of spceiclized ficlds of possible cpplicntions of iso-
topes should bc nomin: ted by the Folicy Committee and cppointed
by the District tc scrve as consultonts without fec for the
rurpose of offordin: cdvicc os dcemecd neccssury on scicntifie
mc.tters connected with rcquests.

¢. Monhottan Project members should not be excluded from
membersiiip in any or thesc groups and in mony cases their
mcmbership would be grectly desired by the Committece., Project
members s¢ choscn by the Comuittec will be supported in their
toctions for the Committce to the somc cxtent as ron~project
members.,

f. CEffective licison should be cstablished between the
iophotten District technical office (or board) which hondles
non-project isotope recguests ond the associnted advisory groups
whosc funcetions arc sct forth above. In particular, the
Policy Committee should bc kept informed regulurly of the dis-
tribution being c¢ffected under its advised policies.

4., Regerding Principles of Allocationm.

&. Isotopes should bc made rveilcble to individuals only
through gquelified institutions, the cdministrstion of the in-
stitution assuming the necessary fincnciel &nd legel orronge-
ments but the mrtericl being cllotted specificelly to the
requcstor.

b. Secondar; distribution of isotopcs should not be per-

mitted wnless indiccted and cuthorized under the original request,

or subscqucntly in writing through the accepted chonnels for
requcsts,

c. Initial prioritics should be csteblished in the following
order:

l. Publishablc rcscarch in the tundeamcentel sciences,
*nclaolng humen cpplications, but rcquiring smell samples.



2. Thorepecutic applicctions in humons or publisheble
roscerches in the fundementul scicnces, but requiring
larger semples.

3, Educntional cnd training purposes.
4, Publisheblc roscarches in the epplied sciences.

‘5. All others,

d. The Committee not be given responsibility for advice on
the allocntion of isctopes for strictly commercial purposes,
such as non-publishetlc or commercially-profitable applications
in commcrcicl organizetions, The Committcc wishes to restrict
its concern to publisheble rcserrches end cducational training
in fundementcl snd applied sciences.

5., Regrrdine Informotion.

t. Oertein inforistion should immedictcely be furnished non-
projcet scicntists to accompeny & proper progrom for isotope
distribution; nemely informetion on thc:

1, Propertics of declussificd isotopes necesscry for
their proper usc «nd measurcment,

2. Toxicity of ccch rocioisotope rclensed for dis-
tribution,

3. OStendards nd instrumentction for proper radio-
cctivity measurement.

4. Types of declussificd problems investigated by the
heclth cnd biologictl graups.

b. Announccment of the recleasc of declassificd isotopes
should be mede initiclly in widely-circuleted scicntifie jour-
ncls, Science being & good example, prior to the stert of actual
distribution, thus effording on cquel opportunity for cll re-
guestors. The announcement should contein statemcnts on avoil-
ebility, prices, mechonism for reguesting, organizetion for
hendling ellocation arnd distribution, and prinmciple policics
governing distribution, Publication of the snnouncement eon be
timed to suit the Lictrict's progrem, but June first would be ean
exccllent pgocl., ‘

It is rculized by the Committee thut errengements connot be sct

up immedictcly to govern all the detnils thet may crise after the stoart of
the program, but it is decmed extrencly importont to initiete the desired
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distribution on cn immcdictely workeble basis ond to procccd to
c¢stablish further reguletions as the nced ariscs.

Your cfforts in furthcring this tremendously importont
nrogrem will be srectly apprecicted by the Committce and by cll the
intcrcsted seicntific groups of the notion,

For the Committce:

Very truly yours,

/s/ L, A. Du Bridge,

L. &. Du Bridge,
Cheirmon.

1019549 o



