
/--- - 
, _  

706879 5 h3 0 0 K H AV EN NATION A L LAB 0 R A T 0  2 Y 

ASSOCIATED UNIVERSITIES. ihC.. UPTON. L.I.. N.Y. 11073 

MEDICAL DEPAKMEIIT 

A p r i l  25, 1974 
. .  

D r .  James L. Liverinan 
Dircc t o r  
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Washinston, D.C. 20240 

Dear Dr. Livzrman: 

- -  -- U.S. Atomic Energy C m n l s s L o n  
FOLDER Mf i f lSWCFsE Q G R t w F a r  
w l ~ H v r z ~ F s &  Cc*eRrnT W@lzCc 

Enclosed are copies  of let ters froa Mr.Stan1sy S. CazFenter to 3 2  

wi th  l e t t e r s  froin Senator  Bor ja  of the Congress of S.iic;;onesig 'coacezn- 
i n g  amenanencs t o  the  AEC d r a f t  agreement concerniag the  h e a l t h  b e z e f i t  
b i l l .  

I would l i k e  t o  say f i r s t  t h a t  I zm not convinced t hz t  t h i s  k i l l  
is the  b e s t  way of hand l i az  t h e  e x m i n a t i o n  co;;,pensation ? r o b I m  coa- 
cerned wi th  aur  surveys and xost of tha doc to r s  in o c r  m d i c a l  :can 
agree. IJe feel t ha t  t h e r e  w i l l  be considezable  u i l r c s t  and d i s s a c i s -  
fac , t ion on the payt  of +he pzo? le  n o t  c t i t l e d  t o  t he  benefic5 and B a t  
t he  a c t u a l  payment proccdures :nay dcfenr the purpose. of S x  bill. 
would probzbly be b e t t e r  t o  pay t h e  unexposed p e o p l e  G ~ I  our c : a z , F r , ~ z F c ~ ~ .  
l i s t  d i r e c t l y  f o r  t h e i r  e x m i n a t i o n s  a'i t hc  time 32 '-' cne e z ~ ~ l ~ t i ~ ~  c ? x ?  

on ly  inc lude  the  exposai  peo?ls i n  tnz group EO reccLwe t o s p i c ~ l i x z t i o ~  
b e n e f i t s .  Xediczl  ca re  of :!..e uncx?csc?C group c m  z'nm be 
b a s i s  as wi th  o t h e r  Xarsha l lcse  through the T r u s t  Territory Syszen. 
Things have probably gone 200 f a r  for t h i s  sugges t i cn  t o  be ac ted  oa. 

1'; 

=he s2r.e 

With regard  t o  t h e  propcsed si;.exdne-iits I w i l l  l i k e  co address  zy- 
s e l f  t o  t he  problern of Fnclcsion 02 S e n c f i t s  t o  d e s c e d e n t s  of e : ~ o s e 5  
people a s  suggested 5y Senasor Sorja's I x i i i  zot coziiant 
on o the r  zriendnents except  t o  s ~ y  t h a t  i r r  9 9  Z cEnnot sze hov acc iden t s  
can  be r e l a t e d  t o  r e s i d u a l  r a d i a t i o n  and I cannot  ua&rst2i-? the  racioc- 
a1 of t121. 

c c x i i t z e e .  

- -  - 

I am n o t  i n  f a v o r  of i nc lus ion  of the expossd people in t he  group 
r e c e i v i n g  b e n e f i t s  f o r  t he  fol lowing reasoils: 

1. Examination of f i r s t  gene ra t ion  c h i l d r e n  af r ad ia t io r ;  expos& 
Japanese people have been gene ra l ly  nega t ive  cnd c:;z:izztic> 02 ckLi2raa 
of Rongelap exposed people has n o t  revea led  any r scogn iza3 lc  g e a e t i c z i l y  
i n h e r i t e d  abnormality.  -. - - -  
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._ 3.  
150 o r  more. 
people b u t  based on the re in ' i ive  popula t ioa  s i z e  as cm?ared  . 7 i t ~  ?,or,g:cla? 
t h i s  may be as many as 300 or more.' This would g ive  us a t o t a l  of 450 
c h i l d r e n  of exposed at present  - n o t  a "very small nmller" as Senacor Borja  
states. Furthermore, this nunber i s  inc reas ing  s t e a a i i y .  

The nurrber of ch i ld ren  of Rongelap exposed people  i s  aircacy c p  t o  
Ne do n o t  have 8 l i s t i n g  of c h i l d r e n  or' G t i r i k  exposed 

4. If. t h i s  number of childrcn were aa&d to cke r c g u i a r  a x x i n a t i o n  Lis: 
i t  would i n c r e a s e  t h e  tine and sco?e of the  sl;rvey p ~ t l c u ? a z l y  i f  3 - 9  ,,e>:?Gs kG 

_. - .- _- "control" c h i l d r e n  were added t o  t h e  l i s t  as scxe n i z k t  argue L t  s'nculd be 
-done i n  t h i s  case. Also, it should Le rcncnbered t h 2 t  she :ins of the 
s p e c i a i i s t - p h y s i c i a n s  on our survey is n e c e s s a r i l y  i ' ix i tad.  

, 5 .  
affects and should be included. This  wotlld r e s u l t  in thorrsanas of a d d i t i x . a i  

One might a rgue  that f u t u r e  genera t ions  arE: a l s o  suscep:5le LO ger.2::~ . 
c h i l d r e n  i n  a f e w  years .  .'. 

6. I f o r e s e e  t r o u b l e  even with the  es tzb l i shment  of our "hard core" con t ro l  
popula t ion  of 150 Ronaelap people. 
t o  t h a t  l i s t  to r e c e i v e  the bene f i t s .  i f  t he  c h i l d r e c  of ex2cscd a re  alded 

c h i l d r e n  would want t he  same b e n e f i t s  f o r  t h e i r  ch i ldren .  

Alrezdy peogle are wanting t o  bz addeL 

. t h e r e  w i l l  probably be f u r t h e r  d i s c o n t e n t  s i n c e  t h e  parents  of uneqosed 

show 
duly 

I b e l i e v e  t h a t  we should s t a t e  t h z t  i f  any c h i l d r c n  of er:?osed p r e a c s  
any g e n e i i c a l l y  i n h e r i t e d  rad ia t ioa- induced  abncrmali ty  t h y  w i l l  be  

compensated. 
. 

Perhaps i n  o rde r  t o  be conple ta ly  unbiased i n  t h i s  decLsiol: t7c s k i o i l l a  
g e t  the opinioils of several ~~el l - lcnova hu;i,an g z n e t i c i s t s .  I f  I caril 32 of 
any f u r t h e r  h e i p  p l ease  l e t  me know. 

I 

._ Since re ly ,  
3, 

RAC : i m  
Enclosures  ---_-__ . 

Robert  A .  Conard, X.D. 


