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Dear Oscar: 

A s  a r e s u l t  of  our t r i p  t o  B i k i n i  l a s t  A p r i l  I have s e v e r a l  sugges- 
t i o n s  of which Murph Ownby may have r e l ayed  t o  you. 

F i r s t  of a l l  I w a s  concerned t h a t  t h e  people l i v i n g  on B i k i n i  wcre 
s h o r t  on v i t amins  and some o t h e r  nutr iments  due l a r g e l y  t o  the absence 
o f  f r e s h  f r u i t s  and vege tab le s .  I recommend t h a t  the Heal th  A i d e  rou-  
t i n e l y  d i s t r i b u t e  mul t iv i t amins  t a b l e t s  t o  t h e  poFulat ion t h e r e .  This 
i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  important for- t he  ch i ld ren .  Would i t  be  p o s s i b l e  f o r  
your s h i p  t o  b r i n g  coconuts,  pandanus and b r e a d f r u i t  from o t h c r  a t o l l s  
t o  supplement t he  B i k i n i  d i e t ?  

Second you w i l l  remember thc  Ad lIoc Committcc rccoriuncrided :i calcium 
supplement t o  t h e  d i e t  of t h c  Bikinians.  This  i s  pscsumcd t o  rctlucc 
thc  a b s o r p t i o n  of r a d i o a c t i v e  s t ront ium. Wc hove lookcd i n t o  t l i i : ;  and 
b e l i e v e  t h a t  powdered milk i s  the l e a s t  cxpcnsivc and rnost fc*c::; i . l ) ? t \  
source of calcium. I t  i s  t rue  t h a t  some of  the >iarr;hnllcsc pClJ; , i t . '  I , C I V L .  
some degrce of  i n t o l c r a n c c  f o r  m i l k .  Wc found on Rongclap n::ini ':i ::I11 i c ,  

r cn  t e s t c d  3 - 4  had mild t o  moderate nbdominnl symptoms Crm: I : I ;  i ; <  , . , u i  
do not b e l i e v e  t h i s  i s  scverc cnough t o  h indc r  nbso r  t i o n  of . ~ ~ C ~ ~ ~ V ~ ? C C :  

amounts. Even though pandanus aiid.otlier sourccs  of  !OSr :ire .:vai!.- 
a b l e  y e t  and we hove seen only very low s t ron t ium l c v c l s  i.11 L l i c .  ~)co !> l . c~ .  
3: b e l i e v e  w c  should a t  t h i s  tfmc bcgin supplcmcnting tiic dFcr O I I  L i t ( '  

Uiltinians with powdcrcd milk so t h o t  they con lcorri t o  l i l tc  i !  : !I)(:  i i s c  

i t  i n  v a r i o u s  food ond d r i n k  prcparot ions.  I n  o d d i t i o n  i t  i:: : ~ I \  L ' x c s b l -  
l e n t  source of  p ro te in .  

I noted t h a t  each family u n i t  was rcsponsiblc  f o r  p,nthcrin;; 1:ii)or- 
i o u s l y  by hand c l e a n  c o r a l  f o r  t h e i r  yards.  I 6ug;;cst t h a t  :;(>ii)I-' rnctcila:i- 

i c a l  mcnns o f  scrccning l a r g e r  amounts  of c o r a l  l x  donc by t h c :  b T i i l d c r s .  
This  would ollow f o r  a d d i t i o n a l  t!!iclcncss of c o r a l  around thc  liouscs 
which would f u r t h e r  rcducc g a m  rndint ion.  I was worried about t h e  
water  s i t u a t i o n  on B i k i n i ,  i t  was true t h a t  when w e  were tlicrc i t  uns  
near t h e  end of the dry soason, but t h e r e  w a s  h a r d l y  enough water (we 
were t o l d )  for thc  people even us ing  a l l  of t h e  cistern8 of t h e  tm- 
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occupicd houses .  
Je remiah , the  Hea l th  Aide was s h o r t  on some drugs  and w e  were a b l e  
t o  leave  him a supply.  

One problem was t h a t  many of t he  c i s t e r n s  leaked. 

I hope t h i n g s  are going w e l l  w i th  t h e  la tes t  B i k i n i  survey 
and t h a t  progress  can be made i n  g e t t i n g  t h e  people back. 

With b e s t  regards .  

S ince re ly ,  

Robert A. Conard, M.D. 
RAC : i m  
CC: E.E. Johnson 

J. Iaman 
D e p t  of I n t e r i o r  
DBER, ERDA 
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