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FIFTH CONGRESS OF NICRONESIA Public Law 5-52 

FIRST REGULAR SESSION, 1973 (S.B. 8 9 ;  S . D . l )  

To provide f o r  ce r t a in  care  and b e n e f i t s  t o  t h e  people of Rongelap 
and U t i r i k  Ato l l s  exposed t o  the  March 1,  1954, 11-Bomb f a l l o u t ;  t o  
provide for  care  and b e n e f i t s  t o  c e r t a i n  o the r  people from Rongelap 
and l l t i r i k ,  and f o r  o the r  purposcs. 
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BE I T  ENACTED BY THE CONGRESS OF blICRO?JESIA: 

Sect ion 1. Short t i t l e .  This a c t  i s  known and may be c i t e d  

a s  t he  Trus t  T e r r i t o r y  Pa l lou t  Survivors Act. 

Sect ion 2 .  Statement of  i n t e n t .  hs a r e s u l t  o f  t he  !!arch 1, 

1954, "Bravo" shot  of t he  Castle Tes t  Se r i e s  conducted by J o i n t  

Task  Forcc Seven a t  Bikini  A t o l l ,  82 Rongelapese, 157 Utirikese, 

2 3  Japanese fishermen, and 28 American servicemen were exposed 

t o  r ad ioac t ive  f a l l o u t  which contaminated t h e i r  places  of 

hab i t a t ion .  It  i s  thus  the  sense o f  t he  Congress of  Xicronesia  

t h a t  t h e  exposed Rungelapese and l l t i r i kese  represent  unique 

groups of  people i n  t h e  T r u s t  T e r n t o r y  because of t h e i r  experience.  

I t  is the  f u r t h e r  scnse of thc  Congress t h a t  because of the  s p e c i a l  

and unique effects of  r a d i a t i o n  w h i c h ,  i n  t he  case of the  Rongelapese, 

have been manifested i n  cases of thyro id  nodules ,  thyroid cancer ,  one 

poss ib l e  case of  leukemia, and o the r  effects -- t h a t  these  people 

should be accorded s p e c i a l  care  and t reatment  by the  T r u s t  

Te r r i t o ry  Government i n  order  t o  preserve and p ro tec t  t h e i r  h e a l t h  

F ina l ly ,  it i s  a l s o  t h e  sense o f  the  Congress, t h a t  examination 

of t hese  exposed people requi res  the  examination of nonexposed 

persons ;  t h a t  the  hea l th  of  t hese  nonexposed persons m u s t  be 

maintained at the  same l eve l  as those exposed; and t h a t  t hese  

nonexposed persons as provided f o r  i n  t h i s  a c t  should a l s o  be 

e n t i t l e d  t o  the  same ca re  and b e n e f i t s  as exposed persons. 
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Sect ion 3. Defin i t ions .  In t h i s  a c t ,  unless t h e  context 

o the rd i sc  rcqui rcs  , t h e  following de f in i t i ons  s h a l l  apply:  

(1) "Exposed person" mecans any Fticronesian c i t i z e n  

who was on Rongclap A t o l l ,  Ai l inginae A t o l l ,  o r  I l t i r i k  . \ to l l  on 

!Jarch 1, 1954,  o r  who w a s  horn within t e n  months a f t e r  t h a t  da te .  

( 2 )  "llescendents of  exposed persons" means ch i ldren  

whose mother o r  f a t h e r  w a s  an exposed person. 

( 3 )  "Control" means those  persons now l i v i n g  i n  t h e  

?farshal l  Is lands D i s t r i c t  who were not  exposed t o  f a l l o u t  from 

t h e  blarch 1, 1954, t e s t ,  bu t  who agree as h e r e i n a f t e r  provided 

i n  t h i s  a c t ,  t o  he examined and t e s t e d  i n  l i k e  m'vrner as exposed 

persons.  

Sect ion 4 .  Benefi ts .  The care  and b e n e f i t s  provided by 

t h e  Trus t  T e r r i t o r y  for t h e  exposed persons,  descendants o f  

exposed persons,  and cont ro l  persons s h a l l  be :  

(1) Transportat ion from t h e i r  p lace  of res idence t D  

t h e  h o s p i t a l  on a!ajuro, or Ebeye when t h a t  f a c i l i t y  i s  completed, 

and r e tu rn  t o  t h e i r  p lace  of res idence.  

immediate member of t h e  family of t h e  person will a l s o  hc provided 

' 

Transpor ta t ion  f o r  one 

a t  no expense. 

(2 )  Per diem a t  s tandard  Trus t  T e r r i t o r y  r a t e s  w i l l  he 

provided t o  t h e  person reques t ing  examination and also t o  the  one 

person allowed t o  accompany him. 

of Health Services  s h a l l  he  respons ib le  f o r  a s s i s t i n g  such Dersons 

i n  secur ing  t h e i r  proper  p e r  diem. 

The o f f i c e  of t h e  D i s t r i c t  Di rcc tor  

, .  
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(3)  

providcd by t h e  Varshal l  I s lands  D i s t r i c t  Govcmnent when such 

persons a r e  i n  Yajuro o r  Ebeyc f o r  examination o r  t rca tmcnt ;  

PROVIDED, FIOIPEVER, t h a t  t h i s  Sect ion sha l l  not  be construed 

t o  r equ i r e  such persons t o  l i v e  i n  government housing should 

they  choose t o  make t h e i r  own housing arrangements. 

llousing a t  no c o s t  t o  such persons s h a l l  bc 

(4) Free medical care  inc luding  medication, t rca tmcnt ,  

and h o s p i t a l i z a t i o n  s h a l l  be accordcd t o  such persons.  

Sec t ion  5.  Record of expenses. The D i s t r i c t  Di rec tor  of 

I lealth Services  and t h e  District Direc tor  of  Finance s h a l l  be 

respons ib le  f o r  maintaining records of  a l l  e?rpenses incurred 

under t h e  provis ions of  t h i s  a c t  and t h e  D i s t r i c t  Di rec tor  of 

! iealth Scrv ices  sha l l  provide a qua r t e r ly  r epor t  of t h e  cxpcnses 

t o  t h c  Off icc  of the Iligh Commissioncr, t h c  [ ' f f icc  of thc Lcgis la t ivc  

Counsel of the  Congress o f  ' l icronesia ,  and t o  t h e  Direc tor  of t h e  

Department of I lealth Serv ices  of t h e  Trus t  T e r r i t o r y .  Thc annual 

expenses incur red  under t h e  provis ions of t h i s  a c t  s h a l l  be defrayed 

as provided f o r  i n  Sect ion 10 of  t h i s  a c t .  

Sect ion 6 .  Procedures.  The persons mcntioncd i n  Section 3 

of  t h i s  a c t  s h a l l  i n i t i a t e  t h e i r  requcst  f o r  t r anspor t a t ion  t o  a 

h o s p i t a l  f a c i l i t y  with t h e  h e a l t h  a ide o r  o the r  r ep resen ta t ive  of 

t h e  Trust  Te r r i t o ry  Departmcnt of  Ilealth Services .  

t r i p  ves se l  i s  a t  t h e  i s l a n d ,  the  hea l th  a i d e ,  i f  h e  be l ieves  t h e  

reques t  is  v a l i d ,  s h a l l  s o  advise  t h e  doc tor  aboard o r  the  master 

of t h e  s h i p  i n  l i e u  of  a doctor .  

I f  a f i e l d  

I f  t h e  hea l th  a ide  i s  not on t h e  

! . ,  

! 
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i s l a n d ,  t he  person should a s k  t h e  magis t ra te ,  counci l  member, 

school t eache r  or o t h e r  r e c o p i z e d  community leader  t o  act 

i n  h i s  behalf .  This Sect ion s h a l l  no t  be construed t o  allow 

persons t h e  a fo resa id  b e n e f i t s  i f  t h e  ailment or complaint 

could have been t r e a t e d  a t  the  person 's  p l ace  of residence,  

by t h e  h e a l t h  personnel ava i l ab le .  

construed t o  r e q u i r e  t h e  r e rou t ing  of s h i p s  or planes for 

minor ailments o r  complaints which can be t r e a t e d  on the  

i s l a n d ;  PROVIDED, HOIVEVER, t h a t  an exposed, descendant of 

an e.vosed, or a con t ro l  person who has a ser ious  and acute  

complaint,  i l l nes s ,  o r  accident s h a l l  be t r anspor t ed  i n  a l i k e  

manner a s  any o t h e r  emergency p a t i e n t .  

It  should f u r t h e r  not  be 

Sect ion 7. Handbook. The Department of Health Se rv ices ,  

t h e  District Office of Health Services  and t h e  Spec ia l  J o i n t  

Committee Concerning Rongelap and Ut i r ik  A t o l l s ,  i n  conjunction 

with t h e  Brookhaven National Laboratory, s h a l l  cause t o  be 

c.I.eated and reproduced a handbook t o  be given t o  exposed, 

descendants of exposed, and con t ro l  persons.  

s h a l l  con ta in ,  bu t  no t  be l imi t ed  t o ,  t h e  following information:  

Exposed o r  nonexposed s ta tus ,  date  of b i r t h ,  s ex ,  name and Brookhaven 

Nat ional  Laboratory case number of t he  person. 

provided f o r  a record of medical examinations and f indings i n  the  

hlarshallese language. 

Said handbook 

Space s h a l l  a l s o  be 

Sect ion 8. E l i g i b i l i t y .  Exposed persons and descendants of 

exposed persons are automatical ly  e l i g i b l e  for  t h e  b e n e f i t s  provided 
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under t h i s  act. Control persons s h a l l  become e l i g i b l e  only upon 

s ign ing  a wr i t t en  agreement i n  both 1..larshallese and English 

which provides t h a t  s a i d  person w i l l  become e l i g i b l e  f o r  t h e  

aforementioned b e n e f i t s  only i f  he o r  she agrees t o  act as a 

con t ro l  person. 

be responsible  f o r  d r a f t i n g  s a i d  agreement i n  conjunction with 

t h e  Director  of t h e  Department of Health Services  and Brookhaven 

National Laboratory. A l l  persons who are t r anspor t ed  t o  1,Iajuro 

or Ebeye for examination under t h e  p rov i s ions  o f  t h i s  act s h a l l  

s i g n  a statement p r i o r  t o  leaving t h e i r  home i s l a n d ,  agreeing t o  

submit t o  a complete medical examination, which s h a l l  i nc lude ,  but  

not  be l imi t ed  t o  a blood test .  

w 

The District Di rec to r  o f  l lealth Services  s h a l l  

Sect ion 9 .  Enforcement. ??le D i rec to r  of t h e  Marshall Is lands 

District uea l th  Services  s h a l l  be nominally responsible  f o r  carrying 

ou t  and enforcing t h e  provis ions o f  t h i s  a c t ,  but  may, a t  h i s  

d i s c r e t i o n ,  confer with o the r  d i s t r i c t  o f f i c i a l s ,  t h e  Department of 

l leal th  Services  and t h e  Spec ia l  J o i n t  Committee o r  t h e  p r e s i d i n g  

o f f i c e r s  o f  t he  Congress of .Micronesia. 

s h a l l  i n su re  t h a t  th$ose e l i g i b l e  receive t h e  full  b e n e f i t s  provided 

under t h i s  act  and s h a l l  i n s u r e  t h a t  those persons v i s i t i n g  t h e  

d i s t r i c t  cen te r  h o s p i t a l ,  or o the r  medical f a c i l i t y ,  a r e  r e tu rned  

t o  t h e i r  home i s l a n d  as soon as i s  appropriate  t o  t h e i r  condi t ion,  

within t h e  cons t r a in t s  o f  normal s h i p  schedules.  

D i rec to r  s h a l l  a l s o  include i n  h i s  q u a r t e r l y  r e p o r t  MY and a l l  

The District Director 

The District 

f l a g r a n t  o r  continuous abuses o r  v i o l a t i o n s  o f  t h e  i n t e n t  d &Ltl act. 
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Continued abuse of t h e  p r i v i l e g e s  and b e n e f i t s  of t h i s  act may 

r e s u l t  i n  temporary o r  permanent suspension of t h e  offender  

from e l i g i b i l i t y .  A p e t i t i o n  t o  suspend e l i g i b i l i t y  w i l l  be 

presented by t h e  D i s t r i c t  D i rec to r  of IIealth Services  t o  t h e  

Marshall Islands delegat ion o f  t h e  Congress of Fiicronesia. 

Decisions o f  t h e  Marshall Is lands delegat ion s h a l l  be f i n a l .  

Sect ion 10. The Of f i ce  of the  Ili,oh Commissioner is d i r e c t e d  

t o  seek an execut ive agreement with t h e  Atomic Energy Commission 

whereby t h e  expenses incu r red  under t h e  provis ions of t h i s  act 

w i l l  be defrayed e i t h e r  d i r e c t l y  or on a reimbursable b a s i s  by 

t h e  Atomic Energy Commission and r e p o r t  h i s  f indings t o  t h e  

Congress of  Micronesia no la te r  than t h i r t y  days a f t e r  t h e  

e f f e c t i v e  da t e  o f  t h i s  a c t .  

, 
. ,  

Sect ion 11. Ef fec t ive  da t e .  This act  s h a l l  take effect upm , 

t he  approval by the  Iiigh Commissioner, o r  upon i t s  becoming law 

without such approval. 

High Commissioner 
Trust T e r r i t o r y  of t h e  Pacific Islands 


