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LETTER: Reply To Mitchell 

Dear Editor: 
Ted M i t ~ h e l l ~ s  lengthy 

article in the September issue 
of the Micronesian 
Independent on the r e t u n  of 
the Enewetak people t o  their 
atoll ignores same important 
points and treats a nunber o f  
serious health and scientific 
issues in a less thtn serious 
manner. Some examples are: 

1 )  While Mitchell says that 

r e p a t  on Encwetakls M f e W  
written by Bender and 
n d u c d  the radiation dore of 
the inhabitants o f  Enbeji by 
averaging in the popuiarion 
less exposed. This is like 
telling one member o f  a 
famlly his or her risk o f  lung 
cancer is lowered i f  the ather 
non-smoking members of the 
family are included and an 
average risk given. It i s  a 
scientifically ridiculous 
approach to public healih.lI 

Dr. Edward lMartell, 3 

researcher involvzd in the 
Bikini and Enewetak testing 
during the 19501s, sard in 
1974, "The resetr!anen: of 
w c h  rites is extremely like!y 
to have tragic consequences, 
particularly for the younger 
members o f  the inhabitants. 
Progr essiv e!y warse 
consequences are to be 
rxpccied for c.ich succcssivc 
generation in the affrcted 
population group." 

2) The Defense INuclear 
Agency calls tne clean up 
operation a ltrcmarkablc 
success." Y e t  there are 
inconsistencies in the 
governmentls safety plan 
which raisc questions. For 
example, i f you stand on the 
dome at  Runit Island, you are 
not required to wear any 

there are "none better than 
Drs. Bender, Brill and Ogle," 
he ignores the serious 
disagreement among the 
United States scientific 
commtmity on the safety o f  
Enewetak. 

Or. Rosalie Bertell, a 
consultant to the Division o f  
Standard Setting of  t h e  US. 
Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission, said that the  

contlnued on p.9~ 5 

3) ,*rchell treats the 
o f  piu:oniun 

contamination frm Runit or 
other islands with sarcasm, 
ridkcling the pssibii i ty of Ita 
bird flying from Runit to s3mt 
island in the south with deadly 
radiariar! befiveen i t s  toes, and 
being eaten by somebody, whc 
will pres lnak ly  drop dead 
inst anit y.!' 

rn fact, government 
scientists have noted that en 
Rongelap Atoll rhree ;pecks 
o f  ierns in ooe yerr deposited 
moie rhan 90,000 pounds of 
uaste. .As coconu; irees and 
gther plants tak? cp this 
w a t t  as fertilizer, its 
conLamindticn can pose a 
serious problem in :be food 
chain. 

Secondly, although Mitchell 
vust know of ;he many year'; 
itmr be:wczr~ e x p o w r e  to 

f.:u(c1lc iirity d nd I he 
devclo,menr of l eukcx ias ,  
tumors and cancers. he deals 
x i tn  this rer icz j  issze only 
;okingly. 

4; .%si responsible s i i w t i s : ~  
use :he I:linenr1' mc;iloG :o 
estimate haza:dj from 
rxdiaton exposure, that  is, 
health problems are directly 
related to the s ize of  the dose 
duon to the mallest dose. 
#hat t h i s  means is tha: no ---- -----. ------ -- . - 

protective clothing. But ~ l ~ f e l l  level of exposure 
standing a mere 15 feet away 
on Runit Island, you are the sniallest exposure carrier 
required to wear boots and some risk. 

also a face mask to avoid N e  know that natural 
breathing wind carried radiation (which comes from 
piutoniun particles. the sun, etc.) is hazardow 15 

exbts. Every dose, t o  



it causes a nigh pcrcef!tage 
of cancers. When other 
iadiatiort e x p o w e  (km 
nuclear tests, atomic energy, 
erc.) is added to this already 
exkting hazardour amount o f  
radiation it simply means the 
risk o f  health problems is 
increased. 

Mor eov er, the contamination 
of  Enewetak c m e s  mostly 
from plutonium, strontiun and 
c e s i u n  which do NOT OCCtff 

nalurally, and  furthermore are 
, blologicl!y much more toxic 

;ha? llr,atural". radionuclides. 
Dr. Kar: Z. Worgan of the 

j c n o d  O f  Nuc I ear 
En<iiicsring, Georgia Institute 
:,f T~rivir;l;J;y, sa>s s f  t he  
.??r!:i and Brill study th3: 

objective should be to 
reduc.: this background 
radiation . . . n o t  use th is  as 
sn excuse to p e m h  more 
ma!ignanciq. .@ne .bad thing 
docs nor justify another.Il 

5 )  To prove that Enjebi is 
si!: i: 15 cmpared with the 
city o f  Denver. Denver, 
however, has some o f  the 
:iigt:-.t c .  .itanination levels 
o i  n y $ d c e  in the United 
States. Dr. Bartell said of the 
Sender and Bril l  study that 
" the  authors might better ca l l  
for federal asistmce for ths 
people of Coloradoll than to 

urge a return to Enjebi which 
has radiation levels that 
"match another polluted or 
high risk area." 

6) L n c e r  is focused on as 
the ini jor health problem that 
cc. :' ' <.%.; :!TD nn Ene.uv.... A. 
The oiscussion omits mention 
of hypothyroidism, aplastic 
anezi;. premature aging, 
benign tumors and other such 
dijordc: . (which Marshallese 
from other 
radiz:ion-contaminated 

..- . . 

ulvld5 are now surrertng 

7) Mitchell sayr lithe 
Enewetak people will NEVER 
be exposed to dangerous 
amomts of radiation." This is 
what t h e  Atomic Energy 
Commbsion said about the 
Bikini people in 1969. This is 
what the residents o f  Citah 
and Nevada in the US. were 
told for years by the AEC and 
the Department o f  Energy. 
The people cf Utrik werr alsc 
told they woirldnot have any 
health problrm; from their 
small exposbic. !n cac i i  c d s e ,  
what turned ?ut to be 
inaccur2:r statements by tnc 
responsible 3uthori;ies led t? 
jericus ex:potu:c< or heaiih 
problems, icclga;r!g dezths. 

Judging radiation doscs is 
not  a precise marter, but a 
matter of cst i rnat ts  b ~ e d  on 
"average" exposure. An 
average cxpsure means that 
jome peopie gei inore a r k  
some ge t  less. % k i n  an 
average is given fcr a 
poplat ion it ma:; be Seiow 
#hat i s  being called 3 ' Isare" 
level,  although s?me people 
must have :cceivcd do;?. 
higher than the xvc:aee ; a \  
at  Bikini in : 3 7 3 .  ! i r  

instance). 

from). 

8) It is gratifying to see 
t h a t  after all the money spent 
on nuclear testing, 3 large 
medical and environmental 
p r o g r m  i s  about to begin for 
Enewetpk, Bikini, Rongelap 
m d  tiririk. ,Mitchell asserts, 
however, that ..his program 
will "protect the people from 
AXY radiation exposure 
because the environvent w i l l  
uc constantly monitored 10 

prevent any o f  t h e  radiation 
from passing inta the food 

ami h e n  into ihc 

Mitchell is contradicting 
He has just said that 

the People on Enjebi will 
receive an average dose o f  
about 186 millirems. No 
monitoring of the env i romeot  
will pevenr that exposure. 
Indeed, :he people wil! be 
exposed to the residual 
radiation on all of their islands. 

Since there IS  residual 
radiation qn the islands, there 
is radi3ton in :ne food chain. 
I f  acsp:e are t 3  e a t  any food 

rece ! r  u copcentr ated mounts 
O' radia:;sr. !no tnarcr  hou. 
s;nall. 2, I: i s  an error t:J 

Ass>: ; i e ni' ir "P'. ?!I : I !  

prevent any radiation 
exposure, because even i f  the 
people do not e a t  any local  
foods. they wi l l  r t i i l  be 
expsed to raaiatioc frmn the 
ervbormzn; (by brcathing cr 
tnrougt: cuts in !he skin, ex.'!. 

Additionally, a: though - p ~ r s d ' ~ i i b ! y  there wiii tt S O K C  

differences from the aiklni 
T.3nitorir.g and t i ic ncdica! 
norlrorinp, yw,rins !h i t  * : I [  
be c o m c : c d  .?: Enewetaic, i t  

shi;I;;S be ;ecalied !!;dt 

mcntless studies o i  the  
envronnerlt and on . ik 
people w e r e  conducted a i  

Bikini during the 1970's. t e t 
the United States authorities 
were unable to predict thr 
problems of radiation exposure 
that finally occurred and 
forced the removal of the 
people in 1978. 

Enewetak people to re twn  t- 

their atoll has been based on 
many different factors. Ttiar 
decision should be entircly up 
to the  people froin Enewctdk. 
In making t n l t  decision, 
however, they need :o kno-v 
that from a radiological point 
of view there are two sides 
LO the story and th3t there 
is considerable disagr eern eri t 
in t h e  American scientific 
community over the saffty o f  
Enewetak. The *.eigit g i v e i i  
this considerrrion i s  for t h C  

:Inewetak people t o  dec ide .  

people." 

!is- I ~ C  ir!;nds :ney yiil 

I: 6 3 .  : 
7 ,,u,,~:crIc~ >.. c i  fr;e.uetak c a r  

The decision of t!:c - 
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