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Rongelap Report 

Lekoj Anjain reading in his hospital bed at 
Bethesda, Maryland. 

John Aniain at the bedside of Lekoj. 

Lekoys body in casket before final journey home. 
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A young Girl, case no. 72 whose hair fell out as result of exposure to 
radioactive fallout. 

A woman case no. 39 who suffered skin burns on the neck from 
radioac rive fallout. 



C O N G R E S S  OF M I C R O N E S I A  
SAIPAN, MARIANA ISLANDS 96950 

SPECIAL JOINT COMMITTEE February 28,  1974 
CONCERNING RONGELAP & 

UTI RI  K ATOLLS 

The Honorable Tosiwo Nakayama 
Pres iden t  of t he  Senate  
Congress of Micronesia 

Senator Olymplo T .  Borla. Chalrman 
Representative Tlmothy Olkrrlll 

Representatlve Atall Ealor 

and 

The Honorable Bethwel Henry 
Speaker of t h e  House of Representa t ives  
Congress of Micronesia 

Dear Sirs: 

Pursuant  t o  House J o i n t  Resolut ion No, 73, adopted 
by the  F i r s t  Regular Session of t h e  F i f t h  Congress 
of Micronesia ,  your Spec ia l  J o i n t  Cormnittee Con- 
cern ing  Rongelap and U t i r i k  A t o l l s ,  herewi th  p re sen t s  
i ts  r e p o r t s  t o  t h e  Congress on compensation f o r  t h e  
people  of t h e  a f o r e s a i d  a t o l l s .  

This  document r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  t h i r d  r e p o r t  by your Com- 
mittee t o  t h e  Congress of Micronesia.  The first r e p o r t ,  
as r equ i r ed  by P.L. 4C-33 was presented  t o  t h e  P res id ing  
O f f i c e r s  of t h e  Congress on May 1 6 ,  1972. This i n t e r i m  
r e p o r t  p resented  some of the  Committee's f i n d i n g s  t o  
t h a t  d a t e  and o u t l i n e d  i t s  f u t u r e  p l m s .  The second 
r e p o r t  on Medical Aspects of t h e  Inc iden t  of March 1, 
1954 was presented  t o  t h e  F i r s t  Regular Sess ion  of the 
F i f t h  Congress i n  February 1973. As recommended, t h i s  
r e p o r t  has  a l s o  been summarized and t r a n s l a t e d  i n t o  t h e  
Marshal lese  language and w i l l  be d i s t r i b u t e d  t o  the 
people  of Rongelap and U t i r i k .  

The r e p o r t ,  which w e  submit now, dea l s  wi th  v a r i o u s  
a s p e c t s  of p o s s i b l e  compensation f o r  t h e s e  people  who 
were i r r a d i a t e d ,  d i s l o c a t e d ,  and c e r t a i n  of whom have 
s u f f e r e d  i l l n e s s  and o t h e r  a f f e c t s  from t h e i r  exper ience  
of nea r ly  20 y e a r s  ago. 

Accordance wi th  i t s  previous  r e p o r t ,  t h i s  r e p o r t  a l s o  
make c e r t a i n  recommendation8 which it f e e l s  are both 
p r a c t i c a l  and reasonable ,  with which w e  hope t h e  people  
of Rongelap and U t i r i k  and t h e  members of t h i e  Congreee 
w i l l  ag ree  and w i l l  f i n d  s a t i s f a c t o r y .  



The Committee a l s o  wishes t o  n o t e  t h a t  a g r e a t  ma jo r i ty  of p a a t  
recommendations have been c a r r i e d  o u t ,  and t h a t  at p r e s e n t  there 
appears t o  b e  g r e a t e r  confidence by t h e  Bongelapese and U t i r i k e s e  
i n  t h e  v a l i d i t y  of t h e  annual medical examinations t o  which they  
are subjected.  
from t h e  United S t a t e s  Government, most p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  Brookhaven 
Nat iona l  Laboratory and t h e  Atomic Energy Commission in suppor t ing  in 
a s u b s t a n t i v e  way sugges t ions  made by the  Committee and also P.L. 5-52 
which was enac ted  by t h e  F i r s t  Regular Sess ion  of t h e  F i f t h  Congrses. 

Furthermore, t h e r e  have been encouraging responses 

The C o r n i t t e e  also wishes t o  draw a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  e x c e l l e n t  coopera t ion  
i t  h a s  rece ived  n o t  on ly  from such departments of t h e  Execut ive Branch 
as Health Se rv ices  and t h e  O f f i c e  of t h e  Attorney General,  b u t  a l s o  from 
t h e  people of U t i r i k  and Rongelap. 

It is t h e  b e l i e f  t h a t  t h e  i n t e n t  o f  i ts  recommendations were t o  be c a r r i e d  
o u t ,  t h a t  t h e  reason  f o r  i ts own e x i s t e n c e  w i l l  cease, and t h a t  i n  t h e  
f u t u r e  even though t h e  committee w i l l  cont inue  t o  monitor  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  , 

w i t h  March 31, 1975 - o t h e r  problems o r  complications wi th  r ega rd  t o  this 
matter can b e  handled by t h e  people  themselves and at t h e  d i s t r i c t  level. 

It is thus,  with t h i s  i n t e n t  i n  mind, t h a t  your Spec ia l  J o i n t  Committee 
submits t h i s  r e p o r t .  

/-l 

Respec t fu l ly  submi t ted ,  
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REMARKS BY SENATOR BORJA 

RONGELAP /UTIRIR CONPENSATION 

MARCH 2 ,  1974 

MR. PILESIDENT AND MEf.IBEIIS OF THE SENATE. 

TWENTY YEARS AGO YESTERDAY, ONE OF THE H O W  UNFORTUNATE 

INCIDENTS I N  THE HISTORY OF MANKIND HAPPENED. 

MISFORTUNE , THE INCIDENT IIAPPEMED TO IIORE T I M  TWO HUNDRED MICRONESIANS 

WHO WERE FROM THE ISLAUDS OF RONGELAP AND UTIRIK I N  THE MARSZIALL 

ISLANDS DISTRICT. 

AND TO ADD TO THIS 

ON MARCH 1, 1954 THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA EXPLODED ON BIKINI 

ATOLL, A GIGANTIC HYDROGEN BO=. 

POWERFUL DEVICE EVER DETONATED BY NAN. 

30,000,000,000 POUNDS OF DYNAMITE. 

A "NUCLEAR" WEAPON, THE PRODUCTS OF THE EXPLOSION WEP? HIGHLY RADIO- 

ACTIVE. 

THIS BOME WAS THE BIGGEST AND HOST 

I T  WAS EQUIVALENT TO EIORE TIAN 

FURTIIEPXORE , SINCE THE DEVICE WAS 

WHAT HAPPENED AS A RESULT OF THAT EXPLOSION I S  A HATTER OF 

HISTORY AND ALSO A MATTER OF RECORD AS STATED I N  A REPORT BY 3XE 

SPECIAL JOINT COMMITTEE CONCERNING RONGELAP AND UTIRIK WHICH f M S  

ADOPTED BY THIS CONGRESS LAST YEAR. 

ON A THEORETICAL BASIS, 14R. PRESIDENT, I T  I S  VERY EASY TO 

SYMPATHIZE WITH THOSE PEOPLE WHO N E E  AFFECTED. 

NOTE THAT AS CHAIRMAN OF THE SPECIAL JOINT COMMITTEE AFTER HAVIWt 

HOWEVER, I WISH TO 

REVIEWED ALL T I E  HATERIALS; AND AFTER HAVING SEEN PHOTOGRAPIIS OB 



Y 

PEOPLE AFFECTED; NJI) AFTER EAVIXG :ICT TUC PEOPLE ~710 mu ACTUALLY 

AFFECTED 3Y THIS BOkE-, I HAVE :.lORE TIMI JUST SI:-PLE SWPATHY FOR 

THESE PEOPLE. I HAVE AX E.ZOTIOI’I IWICll I S  EXTRZELY DIFFICULT TO 
% 

DESCRIBE, AXD THE ONLY WAY ALL OF US CAN APPROXCUTELY UNDERSTAND THIS 

EXOTION I S  TO IHAGINE FOR A BRIEF, UNBEARABLE ?IO?lEXT HOW WE WOULD 

FEEL I F  OUR SON OR DAUGHTER \?ERE TO DIE AS THE RESULT OF THE NEGLIGENCE 

OF AXOTHER PERSON, OR I F  OUR FAMILIES WERE TO BE W E  SICK AND VORRY 

ABOUT THEIR FUTURE HEALTH BECAUSE OF THE FAULT OF ANOTHER PERSON. 

XR. PRESIDENT, I COULD GO ON AND ON ABOUT T I I S  SUEJECT. I 

COULD GO I N T O  GREAT DETAIL I N  DESCRIBING THE PIIOTOGRAPHS OF THE 

RONGELAPESE WIIO WERE DISFIGURED BY RADIATION UURNS SECAUSE OF THIS 

NEGLIGENCE, AND MOST POIGNAHTLY I COULD DESCRIBE I N  GREAT DETAIL 

THE PIIOTOGRAPIIS WHICH SHOW PIR. JOliN AILJAIN AT THE BEDSIDE OF HIS DYING 

SON, LEKOJ. 

HOWEVER, FIR. PRESIDENT, I T  I S  NOT EN DUTY TO SPEAK OF UEJSPEAKAI3LE 

. U4OTIONS. 

TO DO SO*IICTIIING ABOUT THIS WT,ONG klIIC€1 HAS BEEN VISITED UPON OUR 

I T  I S  hN DUTY, AS C l I A I D N  OF TtIE SPECIAL JOINT COWIITTEE 

INNOCENT BROTHERS AND SISTERS. 

NEARLY TWO YEARS AGO, THE FOURTH CONCRCSS OF ?IICRONESIA 

SAW FIT  TO CEATE i3Y ENACT?IEIJT OF PUULIC LAW NO. 

JOINT COFDIITTEE CONCERXING RONGELAP AND UTIRIK ATOLLS, 

COMMITTEE I*JAS :lNIDATEI) TO STUIlY AND PUKE RXCO?DlENDATIONS IN T\.!O 

4C-33, A SPECIAL 

THIS 

GENERAL AREAS : INJURY AIiD 13EDICAL TREATI.ZENT FOR T I E  ROi.ICELAPESE 

AND UTIRIKESE, AND COT?PENSATIOH FOR THOSE PEOPLE. WE HAVE FULFILLED 

T I E  FIRST PART OF THE !4A?IDATE BY SUBMISSION OF OUR REP0P.T A YEAR AGO; 

AND ME NOW CONCLUDE THE REEIAIE!ING PART OF THAT HANDATE BY SUDi4ISSION 



OF THE PdPORT WHICH I PRESENT TO THE SENATE TODAY. I N  THIS CONNECTION, 

I WISH TO STATE THAT I AND THE REST OF THE 14ENBERS OF THE COMMITTEE ARE 

GRATEFUL TO THIS CONGRESS FOR THE APPROPRIATIONS WHICH I T  HAS APPROVED 

I N  THE PAST, AND WHICH I T  NAY PROVIDE DURING THIS SESSION TO CARRY 

OUT THE WORK OF THE COMMITTEE. 

AND UTIRIK MIGHT NEVER HAVE BEEN JUSTLY RECOGNIZED AND TREATED FOR 

THE WRONGS WHICH WERE DONE TO THEM. 

WITHOUT THEM, THE PEOPLE OF RONGELAP 

MR. PRESIDENT, I T  I S  A SAD BUT TRUE FACT THAT COMPENSATION FOR 

THESE PEOPLE CAN NEVER MAKE THEM "WHOLE" AGAIN. 

BEEN COMMITTED CAN NEVER BE ERASED BY BETTER NEDICAL TREATMENT, OR 

EVEN THE PAWENT OF MONEY. HOWEVER, COMPENSATION CAN ATTEMPT TO DO 

THIS AND THE GESTURE, I F  NOTHING ELSE, N4Y HAVE SOME HELPFUL EFFECT 

UPON THESE PEOPLE. 

WHAT WRONG HAS 

YOUR COMMITTEE HAS MADE RECOMMENDATIONS TO COMPENSATE THESE 

PEOPLE, THESE RECONMENDATIONS INVOLVE NOT HUGE SUMS OF MONEY, BUT 

RELATIVELY SMALL SUMS OF MONEY. I N  FACT, WE ARE RECONHENDING WHAT 

IS  PROBABLY NUCH LESS THAN THE COST OF BUILDING THE BOMB WHICH HAS 

CAUSED SO MUCH MISERY AND SUFFERING TO THE PEOPLE. WE HAVE 

RECOMMENDED COMPENSATION FOR FOUR DIFFERENT AREAS. THEY ARE: 

1. MONEY FOR THE PARENTS O F  LEKOJ ANJAIN WHO DIED AT THE =E 

OF 19 YEARS I N  1972.  

2 .  MONEY FOR THOSE PEOPLE WHO HAVE HAI, OPERATIONS DUE TO 

RADIATION-INDUCED DISEASES. 

3 .  MONEY FOR THE UTIRIKESE FOR THEIR DISLOCATION AND EXPOSURE. 



AND NUMBER FOUR, MR. PRESIDENT, WE ARE RECOIWINDING THAT 

THE ADMINISTERING AUTHORITY ESTABLISH PERMANENT FUNDS FOR THE 

ISLANDS OF RONGELAP AND UTIRIK I N  THE AMOUNT OF $25,000 TO BE 

USED FOR COMMUNITY PROJECTS AND WHAT PORTION THE PEOPLE USE 

EACH YEAR WILL BE REPLACED THE NEXT YEAR SO THAT $25,000 WILL 

AT.NAYS BE AVAILABLE TO THESE PEOPLE FOR THEIR USE. THIS LAST 

STEP W A S  DECIDED UPON AFfER REVIEWING THE VARIOUS POSSIBILITIES.  

I T  HAS NOW BEEN 20 YEARS SINCE THE INCIDENT OCCURRED AND I T  

I S  PERHAPS TOO LATE TO DISCOVER EXACTLY WHAT KIND OF DAMAGE WAS 

DONE BY THE FALLOUT TO THE ISLANDS, AND WATER OF THE TWO ATOLLS. 

HOWEVER, WE FEEL THAT THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THESE FUNDS WILL 

HELP TO COMPENSATE THE PEOPLE FOR WHAT DAMAGE HAS BEEN DONE: THAT 

I T  WILL NOT CREATE DEPENDEKCY--WHICH COMPENSATION TENDS TO DO 

AND WHICH I S  THE ANTITHESIS OF THE INTENT OF COMPENSATION; AND 

THAT I T  WILL ENCOURAGE THOSE lJH0 HAVE LEFT THESE ISLANDS TO RETURN 

TO THEM. 

MR,. PRESIDENT, WE ARE NOT SUGGESTING THAT MILLIONS AND MILLIONS 

OF DOLLARS BE GIVEN  TO^ THESE PEOPLE. WE ARE SUGGESTING F I G U E S  WHICW 

I WOULD GUAGE ARE MINIMUM DEELANDS. WE ARE NOT RECOfWNDING I N F U ' E S J  

FIGURES TO BE NEGOTIATED UPON. WE FAIL TO SEE ANY W R I T  I N  WEGCJTIA- 

TION I N  THIS CASE. THE FACTS ARE CLEAR. THE PEOPLE WERE INJURED. 'PHE 

UNITED STATES IS  RESPONSIBLE. THE UNITED STATES THUS MUST DO JUSTICE 

TO THESE PEOPLE. 

HOWEVER, I N  THE EVENT THAT THE UNITED STATES DOES NOT WISH "0 

DO JUSTICE TO THESE PEOPLE, WE HAVE RECWEMDED THAT T%E BEOPLE OT 

-- 
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RONGELAP AND UTIRIK ENGAGE LEGAL COUNSEL AND FILE A CLASS LICTIO;~ 

SUIT AGAINST TIIE U .  S . GOVENXENT . FURTIIEEIORE , SINCE THE CONGRESS 

OF MICRONESIA IiAD THE FORESIGHT TO EXTEND THE LIFE OF THIS CO?II.fITTEE 

UNTIL MARCH 1975,  AND HOPEFULLY WILL PROVIDE ADDITIONAL FUNDS FOR 

I T  THIS SESSION, WE WILL BE ABLE TO ThYJ;: SUCH ACTION AS WE FEEL IS  

NECESSARY TO ERING THIS MATTER TO THE ATTENTION OF THE UNITED STATES 

AND THE COURT OF TfORLD OPINON, SHOULD THE U.S. COVERVfE?IT SOMEBOW TRY 

TO AVOID ITS OBLIGATIONS. 

LASTLY, I WOULD LIKE TO MENTION THAT YOUR COHMITTEE HAS SPENT 

NEARLY $12,000 IN TWO YEARS I N  THE COURSE OF I T S  WORK. I T  i I S  

UNFORTUNATE THAT WE HAVE HAD TO USE TAXPAYER'S MONEY TO STUDY A 

PROBLEI.1 CREATED BY THE UNITED STATES. HOWEVER, I BELIEVE I T  HAS REEN 

MONEY WELL SPENT, FOR AT PRESENT THE TRUST TERRITORY I S  NOW NEGOTIATING 

WITH THE ATOMIC ENERGY COYNISSION TO PROVIDE SUPPORT FOR P.L. 5-52 

WHICH WAS ENACTED LAST YEAR, AND ALSO TO PROVIDE TIIE OIZICINAL 

"INCONVENIENCE" PAYMENT TO THE UTIRIKESE . 

I T  I S  THE SENSE OF THE COMMITTEE, THAT IF OUR RECOMMENDATIONS 

FOR MEDICAL TREAT-IENT AND COIIPENSATION ARE FOLLOlIED , THE RATIONALE 

FOR EXISTENCE OF THE COHMITTEE WILL CEASE. WE ARE ENCOURAGED BY 

SUCH EVENTS AS THE FORNATION OF A RONGELAP FALLOUT SURVIVORS ASSOCIA- 

TION, AND ASSISTANCE AND SUPPORT FOR THESE PEOPLE FROM THE TRUST 

TERRITORY ADMINISTPATION. WE HOPE THAT EVENTUALLY ANY mTRTHER PROBLEMS 

WILL BE ABLE TO RE HANDLED AT THE DISTRICT LEVEL, AND THAT I N  THE FUTURE 

SHOULD THIS MATTER DENAND THE ATTENTION OF THIS CONGRESS, TIiAT TKE 

STNGDING CO:.I:lITTEES ON HEALTH IN 30TH HOUSES, SHOULD BE ABLE TO DEAL 



-~ 

WITH I T .  

GROUND W O W  POX SUCII ACTION AND WE FEEL THAT WE WILL HAVE BEEN 

QUITE SUCCESSFUL I F  I N  THE FUTURE THE PEOPLE WILL i3E SATISFIED 

THE COMHITTEE HAS GATIIEPSD THE CTFORXATION AN1, LAID TI% 

WITH THEIR COI-PENSATION, AND THEIR TREATPENT AND WILL BE AELE TO 

CHANNEL QUESTIONS AND COMPLAINTS THROUGH THEIR LOCAL GOVERNNENT. 

I KNOW I HAVE TAKEU UP NUCH OF OUR VALUABLE T U E  WITH THIS SPEECH. 

HOWEVER, MK. PRESIDENT, I T  FEEL I T  I S  TIHE USED TO A VERY GOOD 

PURPOSE, NOT THE LEAST OF WHICH I S  TO MEMORIALIZE A 1 9  YEAR OLD YOUTH 

WHO WI\S SACRIFICED I N  THE NAME OF THE ADMINISTERING AUTHORITY'S 

STRATEGIC INTERZSTS. 

THANK YOU, MR. PRESIDENT. 

1 

1 0 1 3 8 0 0  
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A HOUSE J O I N T  ZESOL~TIWi~ 

ISxtending t h e  l i f e  of t h e  S p e c i a l  J o i n t  Committee Concerning 
Rongelap and U t i r i k  Ato l l s .  
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V&E,3XS, under Pub l i c  Law No. 4C-33 as e r a c t e d  by t h e  Second 

Regular Sess ion  of t h e  Fourth Congress of l i i c rones i a  a S p e c i a l  

J o i n t  C o r n i t t e e  Concerning Rongelap and U t i r i k  A t o l l s  was c rea t ed  

and g iven  t h e  rnzndate, among o t h e r  t h ings ,  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  

r e s u l t s  of i r r a d i a t i o n  on t h e  people  of Rongelap and U t i r i k  A t o l l s  

in t h e  Pfarshal l  I s l a n d s  District;  aiid 

i?Hi%WG, t h e  s a i d  S p e c i a l  J o i n t  Committee Concernin& Rongdap 

and U t i r i k  A t o l l s  submit ted t o  t h i s  F i r s t  Eegular  Sess ion  of t h e  

F i f t h  Congress of i*i icronesia  a r e p o r t  con ta in ing  i t s  f i n d m s  and 

recornending a d d i t i o n a l  inatters t h a t  t h i s  Congress should f u r t h e r  

i n v e s t i g a t e ;  now, the re f  o re ,  

BE I T  RESOLVFYD by t h e  liouse of Representa t ives  of t h e  F i f t h  

Congress of Nicrones ie ,  F i r s t  Fegular  Sess ion ,  1973, t h e  Senate  

conciirring, that t h e  l i f e  of t h e  Spec ia l  J o i n t  Camittee ConcemfP$ 

Rongelap and l i t i r i k  A t o l l s  a s  c rea t ed  by Pub l i c  Law No. 4C-33 i s  

hereby .steaded u n t i l  ?larch 30, 1975. The s a i d  Spec ia l  C o r n m % t t u  

shall have t h e  same func t ions ,  d u t i e s ,  powers, and r e s p o n s i b i l i t i a  

as s p e c i f i e d  by Sec t ions  3 and 4 of Pub l i c  L-w Ivo. 4C-33; shall 

have t h e  same Committee u m b e r s h i p  and composition; and shali, irs 

add i t ion ,  have powers and r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  t o  investigate 

t h e  ques t ion  of conpensat ion f o r  p rope r ty  damage t o  the  islands 

and a t o l l s  and peoples  the reo f ,  aiid any o t h e r  and r e l a t d  rctters 
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B.J.R. 73 
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t h e  Cormnittee deems necessary ,  proper ,  o r  appropr ia te .  The 

Committee s h a l l  have any and all r i g l i t s ,  p r i v i l e g e s ,  ani powers 

as granted  any o t h e r  c m i t t e e  of the Congress of Micronesia.  

The Coanilittee s h a l l  submit its f i n d i n g s  an3  recommendations on 

o r  before  the Second Rcgular Sess ion  of t h e  F i f t h  Congress of 

Micronesia  i n  January,  1974; and 

BE I T  PURTKER PSOLVED t h a t  c e r t i f i e d  cop ie s  of t h i s  ilouse 

J o i n t  Resolu t ion  be t r ansmi t t ed  t o  the nenbers  3ncl Chairuan of 

t h e  Spec ia l  J o i n t  Committee Concerning Rongelap and Utir ik  as 

c rea t ed  under Pub l i c  Law 4C-33, and t o  the Xouse S p a k e r  and 

Senate  P res iden t  of t h e  Congress of Micronesia ,  ad t o  t h e  liigh 

Commissioner. 

Adopted: February 26, 1973 

I O  1 3 8 0 2  



FOREWORD BY THE COMMITTEE 

Publ ic  Law 4C-33 which was enac ted  by t h e  Congress of Micronesia during 

t h e  Second Regular Session o f  t h e  Fourth Congress s p e l l e d  out  two gen- 

eral  a reas  o r  mandates f o r  t h e  Committee t o  work on and s tudy.  

“To insure  t h a t  ( t h e  people of Rongelap and U t i r i k  Atolls) should 
r ece ive  t h e  best medical t rea tment  a v a i l a b l e  (and t o  t h i s  end) s h a l l  
at tempt t o  secure any and a l l  medical a s s i s t a n c e  and a i d  f o r  t h e  people ... 
*om whatever source p o s s i b l e ,  and 

“ . . . t h a t  t h e s e  people should a l s o  r ece ive  compensation f o r  t h e  
i n j u r i e s  which they  have su f fe red  (and t o  t h i s  end t h e  Committee) s h a l l  
a t tempt  t o  o b t a i n  compensation f o r  t h e  people o f  Rongelap and U t i r i k  
A t o l l s  f o r  t h e  i n j u r i e s  t hey  have su f fe red  due t o  exposure t o  i r r a d i a t i o n . ”  

The f i rs t  p a r t  o f  t h e  Committee’s mandate w a s  f u l f i l l e d  by submission 

o f  “A Report on Rongelap and U t i r i k  t o  t h e  Congress of Micronesia,  Medical 

Aspects of t h e  Incident  of March 1, 1954 by t h e  Spec ia l  J o i n t  Committee 

Concerning Rongelap and U t i r i k  A t o l l s ” ,  and a l so  by t h e  recommendations 

which it contained.  The r e p o r t  d e t a i l e d  t h e  s u b j e c t  i n c i d e n t  and o t h e r  

r e l a t e d  informat ion .  Also, through t h e  e f f o r t s  of the  Committee, four  

s p e c i a l  medical consu l t an t s  from Japan,  Great B r i t a i n ,  and t h e  United 

S t a t e s  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e  1973 examination and submitted t h e i r  gene ra l ly  

p o s i t i v e  f ind ings  t o  t h e  Committee. 

The i n t e n t  of P.L. 4C-33 w a s  extended by House 3 e i n t  Resolution rS0. T3 

as adopted by t h e  F i r s t  Regular Session o f  t h e  F i f t h  Congress of Micronesia,  

and allowed t h e  Committee t h e  time t o  prepare  t h i s  r e p o r t  on Compensation. 

Regarding t h i s  area, t h e  Committee wishes t o  note t h a t  at t h e  t i m e  of t h e  

w r i t i n g  o f  t h i s  r e p o r t ,  n e g o t i a t i o n s  were cont inuing  between t h e  Trus t  Terfi- 

t o r y  of t h e  P a c i f i c  I s l a n d s  and t h e  Atomic Jhergy C o d s s i o n  t o  b r ing  about 
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t o  t h i s  ma t t e r .  

The J o i n t  Committee wishes t o  draw t h e  r eade r s '  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h r e e  documents: 

1) t h e  appendix which con ta ins  a moving account by t h e  columnist  

Stewart  U s o p  of h i s  meeting with Lekoj Anjain i n  Ekthesda, Maryland; 

t h e  appendix con ta in ing  Senate J o i n t  Resolution No. 36 which 2 )  

expresses  t h e  sorrow and sympathy of t h e  Congress of Micronesia a t  t h e  

"untimely, unwarranted and i r r e p l a c e a b l e  l o s s "  o f  Lekoj Anjain; and 

3 )  t h e  appendix which con ta ins  t h e  Committee's p a s t  recomend@khW 

and what a c t i o n s  have been taken  on them. 

L a s t l y ,  t h e  reader w i l l  no t e  t h i s  r e p o r t  i s  cons iderably  s h o r t e r  than  its 

p a s t  r e p o r t .  Th i s  i s  due t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  a r e a  i s  somewhat less 

complicated than  t h e  o r i g i n a l  r e p o r t ;  t h a t  t h e  I973 r e p o r t  has provided 

t h e  basis f o r  many of t h e  conclusions reached i n  t h i s  rep@*; ma that 

although t h e r e  w a s  cons iderable  informat ion  which could have led t o  i f  

being  cons iderably  l o n g e r ,  t h i s  r e p o r t  has i n t e n t i o n a l &  been w a d e  

- 2- 

consummation of an agreement t o  provide f o r  support of P.L. 5-52 under 

t h e  heading o f  r e sea rch - re l a t ed  a c t i v i t i e s  of t h e  AEC, and a l s o  t o  provide 

t h e  payment o f  $18,212 i n  "inconvenience" money ( i n c r e a s e d  from $16,000) 

t o  t h e  exposed and d i s l o c a t e d  U t i r i k e s e ,  which w a s  first o f f e r e d  by 

the  AEC i n  1970. 

It i s  t h e  hope of t h e  Committee t h a t  both o f  t h e s e  arrangements W i l l  be 

completed expedi t ious ly- - in  any c a s e ,  t h e  Committee ' W i l l  continue t o  mon- 

i t o r  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  and w i l l  t a k e  such s t e p s  as it s e e s  f i t  with regard  

i 
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shorter t o  encourage those  who normally would be discouraged from reading  

a longe r  v e r s i o n ,  t o  read it in its entirety. 
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PAST -- COMPENSATION -- JAPAN 

HIROSHIMA AND NAGASAKI 

The events  which l e d  up t o  World War 11, t h e  dropping of Atomic 

bombs on Japan and those which p reva i l ed  a f t e r  i t s  conclusion,made f o r  

a set of circumstances which 8aw t h e  people  of Japan who were a f f e c t e d  

by t h e  A-bomb,waiting f o r  more than 10  y e a r s  b e f o r e  any s o r t  of 

compensation was given t o  them. 

t h e  United S t a t e s  and o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s ,  and s i n c e  the United S t a t e s  he ld  

sovereignty over  Japan for more than t en  y e a r s  a f t e r  t h e  war, t he  matter ’ 

Since Japan w a s  f i g h t i n g  a war with 

of compensation w a s  delayed. I n  terms of medical c a r e ,  t he  people  were 

t r e a t e d  by Japanese h o s p i t a l s  and by t h e  Atomic Bomb Casualty Commission 

a f t e r  t h e  war. Since t h e  country was i n  a process  of r e b u i l d i n g ,  d i r e c t  

compensation f o r  t h e  s u r v i v o r s  of Hiroshima and Nagasaki w a s  delayed 

f o r  some t i m e .  However, i n  1957, some t i m e  a f t e r  United S t a t e s  m i l i t a r y  

f o r c e s  had l e f t  Japan,  a n a t i o n a l  l a w  w a s  passed which provided certain 

kinds of compensation f o r  c e r t a i n  c l a s s e s  of people who survived t h e  

bomb b l a s t ,  o r  who were exposed t o  r a d i a t i o n .  

amended s e v e r a l  times e i t h e r  by a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  directives or thr- 

o t h e r  laws, provides  a system of payments t o  

Some of t h e s e  payments are made d i r e c t l y  through t h e  c e n t r a l  government, 

and some of them t o  t h e  p r e f e c t u r a l  governments which admin i s t e r  g r a n t s  

from t h e  c e n t r a l  government f o r  t h i s  purpose. 

Ne. 41 d s t d  March 31, 1957 fol&orup: 

This  l a w ,  which has beom 

“srtf##w8!#. 

An exc,erpr:frem t h e  i a w  
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LAW FOR HEALTH PROTECTION AND MEDICAL SECURITY 

FOR A-BOMB SUFFERERS 

(Law No. 41, Mar. 31, 1957) 

Amendment : 

(1) Law No. 136,  Aug. 1, 1960 

(2) Law No. 161, Sept .  15, 1962 

CONTENTS 

CHAPTER I GENERAL PROVISIONS (Articles 1, 2) 
CHAPTER I1 HEALTH ADMINISTRATION (Articles 3--6) 
CHAPTER I11 MEDICAL TREATMENT ( A r t i c l e s  7-14-8) 
CHAPTER I V  A-BOMB SUFFERERS MEDICAL 

COUNCIL (Articles 15-17) 
CHAPTER V MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS ( A r t i c l e s  18--24) 

SUPPLEMENTARY PROVISIONS 

CHAPTER I GENERAL PROVISIONS 

(Purpose of t h i s  Law) 
Article 1. The purpose of t h i s  Law is, in view of  the  

s p e c i a l  h e a l t h  cond i t ions  i n  which t h e  s u f f e r e r s  of A-bomb 
dropped t o  Hiroshima C i t y  and Nagasaki Ci ty  are l e f t  even 
now, to maintain and improve t h e i r  h e a l t h  by means of 
phys i ca l  check-up and medical t rea tments  f o r  t h e  s u f f e r e r s ,  
performed by the  State. 

(Def in i t i o - )  
Article 2 .  The term "su f fe re r s "  is t h i s  Law s h a l l  m e a n  
t h e  persons f a l l i n g  under any one of t h e  fol lowing r e s p e c t l m  
items who are given t h e  s u f f e r e r s '  h e a l t h  n o t e  book: 
(1) T h o s e  who were, a t  t h e  t i m e  of t h e  dropping of A-bomb, 

loca t ed  i n  t h e  area of Hiroshima Ci ty  o r  Nagasaki Ci ty  
a t  t h a t  d a t e  o r  i n  the  ad jacen t  areas as presc r ibed  by 
Cabinet Order ; 
Those who were, i n  t h e  per iod  as p resc r ibed  by Cabinet 
Order count ing from t h e  t i m e  of t h e  dropping of A-bomb, 
among t h e  areas provided f o r  in the pmceding item; 

(2) 
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’ (3) I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  those  mentioned i n  t h e  preceding two items, 
those  who were, a t  t h e  t i m e  of t h e  dropping of A-Bomb o r  
t h e r e a f t e r ,  under such circumstances as t o  b e  a f f e c t e d  
t o  t h e i r  bodies  t h e  in f luence  of  r a d i o a c t i v i t y  of A-bomb; 

(4) Those who were,  a t  t h e  t i m e  when t h e  persons mentioned i n  
the  preceding t h r e e  items came t o  f a l l  under t h e  causes  
provided f o r  i n  s a i d  r e spec t ive  items, t h e  f o e t u s  of  
s a i d  persons.  

THE LUCKY DRAGON 

A s  w a s  mentioned i n  our  earlier r e p o r t ,  t h e  i r r a d i a t i o n  of t h e  23 

Japanese fishermen on t h e  Diego Maru No. 5 c rea t ed  a pan ic  i n  Japan, 

because people  feared  t h a t  tuna f i s h  caught i n  and around t h e  waters of 

B i k i n i  were r a d i o a c t i v e ,  and thus  could cause s i ckness  t o  t h e  people  

who a te  t h e  canned or f r e s h  f i s h .  Because of t h i s  g r e a t  concern-- 

which was made a s t r o n g e r  by t h e  p a s t  exper ience  of t h e  Japanese a t  

Hiroshima and Nagasaki - the  United States Government moved very  f a s t  i n  

a r ranging  f o r  compensation t o  t h e  people of Japan--in c o n t r a s t  t o  t he  

n e a r l y  12 yea r s  i t  took t o  g ive  any s u b s t a n t i a l  compensation t o  the  

people  of Rongelap. 

The exac t  amount of t h i s  compensation from t h e  United Statas 

Government t o  t h e  Japanese Government was $2,000,000 (two m i l l i o n  8.S.  

d o l l a r s ) .  

amongst t he  persons who had claims f o r  damages--this included n o t  only 

t h e  23 Japanese f ishermen,  b u t  a l s o  t h e  many Japanese f i s h  retailers 

and f i s h i n g  companies. 

and b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  Japanese fishermen each received 82,000,000 e a .  

Th*s *s net c e r t c t .  

This  money was then  d iv ided  by t h e  Japanese Government 

I n  t h e  Marshall  I s l and  many people  have he& 



The J o i n t  Committee has  i n  i t s  f i l e s  a copy of an u n c l a s s i f i e d  

Department of State I n t e l l i g e n c e  Report No. 6941, dated May 19 ,  1955. 

This  r e p o r t  shows t h a t  t h e  United States Government gave $2,000,000 t o  

t h e  Japanese Government, and, a f t e r  some 15 consu l t ing  se s s ions  among 

government agencies ,  t h e  Japanese Cabinet d i s t r i b u t e d  t h e  money i n  

var ious  ways. 

$2,000,000 went t o  f i s h i n g  companies and d e a l e r s .  

11 percent  went t o  the  Japanese fishermen on t h e  Lucky Dragon and t h i s  

included c e r t a i n  medical payments. 

went d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  fishermen was about  7.6 percent .  

t he  23 people ,  which were determined by t h e  Japanese Government, and 

Most of t h e  money, about 88.6 percent  of t h e  t o t a l  

A l i t t l e  more than 

The a c t u a l  amount of t h e  money t h a t  

The payments t o  

no t  t he  U.S. government, were as fol lows.  

Family of M r .  Kuboyama ----------------Y 5,500.000 (U.S. $15,2780) 

Other 22 f i s h e m e n  .................... Y 2,000.000 (U.S. $ 5,555) 

Thus i t  can be seen t h a t  t h e  fishermen got  t he  equ iva len t  of $5,000 

U.S. whi le  the  only except ion t o  t h i s  was t h e  *one fisherman who died.  

(Mr. Kuboyama) whose family received $15,000 U.S. 

money went t o  f i s h i n g  f i rms  and o t h e r s  who had lost f i s h  and money because 

of t h e  r a d i o a c t i v i t y  from t h e  bomb t h a t  f e l l  i n t o  t h e  ocean. 

The rest of the  

The $2,000,000 per  person f i g u r e  might have been go t t en  from reading 

Japanese newspapen which might have 

as $ 1,800,000 which is c l o s e  t o  two m i l l i o n  Japanese Yen, however, t h i s  

amount is equiva len t  t o  only $5,000 a t  t h e  exchange rate of 360 yen t o  

one U.S. d o l l a r  p r e v a i l i n g  only a few yea r s  rylio. 

por ted  the  amount t o  the  fishermen 

\ 
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Furthermore, t he  Committee is not  aware t h a t  t hese  men ever received 

any o the r  compensation than t h i s  amount. 

Matasugi Ohis i  a Lucky Dragon su rv ivo r  and he confinned t h a t  t he  amount 

he  received w a s  equiva len t  t o  about $5,000. Furthermore,  he s a i d ,  they 

d i d  not  rece ive  any s h a r e  of t h e  f i s h  they caught on t h e i r  i l l - f a t e d  

f i s h i n g  t r i p ,  s i n c e  they were a l l  thrown away because of contamination 

by r ad ioac t ive  f a l l o u t .  

We checked i n  Tokyo wi th  M r .  

The only o t h e r  mention he  made of compensation w a s  t h a t  some of 

t h e  fishermen who were married rece ived  a small a d d i t i o n a l  amount. 

Furthermore,  he  added, he is pa id  f o r  t h i s  t r i p  t o  Chiba-shi i n  Tokyo 

where he r ece ives  an annual examination from D r .  Kumatori. 

PAST COMPENSATION--RONGELAP AND UTIRIK 

While t h e  people  of Rongelap and U t i r i k  were n o t  as lucky as t h e  

fishermen of t he  Lucky Dragon i n  rece iv ing  compensation for t h e i r  

exposure as a r e s u l t  of t h e  f a l l o u t  from the  Bravo H-Bomb tes t ,  they 

d id  receive--varying kinds and at  d i f f e r e n t  t i m e s  f ~ r n t s  of ass%stm'cIc, 

and compensation. The kinds of "compensation" are descr ibed i n  the  

followiRg 9.brr. 



-- 
Payment f o r  l o s s  of personal  possessions 

When personnel  of J o i n t  Task Force Seven shepherded t h e  f r igh tened  

Rongelapese and U t i r i k e s e  off t h e i r  home i s l a n d s  and a n c e s t r a l  land 

wi th  t h e  admonition t h a t  i f  they remained they would d i e ,  they were 

t o l d  no t  t o  t ake  anything wi th  them. Later, they were asked t o  f i l l  

ou t  forms desc r ib ing  what personal  goods they  had l o s t  dur ing  t h e  t i m e  

t h e  U t i r i k e s e  ( t h r e e  months) and Rongelapese ( t h r e e  yea r s )  were away 

from t h e i r  i s l a n d s .  Those who f i l l e d  o u t  t h e  papers  were: then paid 

t h e  s t a t e d  va lue  of the  possess ions .  The Committee was shown a copy 

of an example of t h i s  form on U t i r i k  and reproduces i t  f o r  t h e  record . 

below : 

“Statement of claim f o r  Personal  I n j u r y  or Damage o r  loss t o  

Property.  ” 

1. Name Kabotbot, K. Age M-24 

2. Address 

Is 1 and ’ U t  i r i k * A t o l l  ‘ U t i r i k ’  

3. Basis of your claim: the  fol lowing personal  i n j u r y  
or  loss o r  damage to  proper ty  was a r e s u l t  of the 
Test A c t i v i t i e s  of Task Force Seven on 1 b r c h  1954: 

(k in  un eo im Maron Konono Kake: A m i j  r e i n  LaJrak t a k  
i l o l  tok i m  re joko  ak j o r r a n  men ko m w e i e r  i t o k  tok jea  
J e r b a l  i n  Kokomalmel eo an Task Force Kenka j i l j i l imjuaa  
i l o  1 March 1954) 

4. - Item Value To ta l  

16 Bag MakMok 
6 Dresses 
1 towel 
6 pan t s  
3 s h i r t s  
k T . s h i r t s  
3 towels 

$ 2.00 
1.80 
1.50 
3.60 
2 .50  

.75 

.35 

$ 32.66 
10 .Qo 

1.50 
21.60 

7 .so 
3.00 
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Witness 

I s /  P.W. Steele 
P.W. Steele 

Island A f f d r s  Officer 
19 Jan 55 

I s /  Kabotbot, K .  
Kabotbot, K .  
19 Jan 55 

The man who presented h i s  claim said that a l l  who f i l l e d  out the 

form got paid. D r .  Isaac Lanwi explained about the form a t  that 

t i m e  . 

Payment for l o s s  of copra not made 

During t h e  t h r e e  months the  U t i r i k e s e  were on Kwajalein after t h e  i n c i d e n t ,  

t hey  were pa id  approximately $400 

unable t o  make due t o  t h e i r  displacement.  

p e r  person.  

Aijit i n  t h e  Majuro lagoon, a l s o  r ece ived  similar compensation. 

Committee found t o  be a cons tan t  source of complaint t h e  amount of t h i s  

money. 

$240 every t h r e e  months f o r  copra.  

p e r  month and does not include t h o s e  who might have jo ined  fami ly  

members on A i j i t  dur ing  t h e  t h r e e  y e a r s .  

t h i s  problem between t h e  committees and t h e  people of Rongelap was 

recorded on Majuro, J u l y  16 ,  1971. 

p e r  month for  copra  which t h e y  were 

This worked ou t  t o  about $7 

The Rongelapese, who were la te r  r e l o c a t e d  from Kwajalein t o  

The 

The people o f  Rongelap, f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  say t h a t  t hey  only  rece ived  

This works ou t  roughly t o  $1 p e r  person 

The fo l lowing  exchange regarding 

Q: Was t h a t  Compensation enough? 

A: "The amount we had agreed t o  wi th  Amata Kabua was 8 1 / 2  million 
i n  the l a w s u i t . "  

4 -* 
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Q: Did you ask  for compensation be fo re  1964? 

A: 

Q: 

A: 

Q: 

A: 

Q: 

A: 

Q: 

A: 

Q: 

A: 

Q: 

A: 

Q: 

A: 

Q: 

A: 

"In 1957 when John and B i l i e t  went t o  Chicago f o r  s p e c i a l  t r ea tmen t  
t h e y  con tac t ed  a lawyer i n  H a w a i i  ( no te s  not  c l e a r ) ,  asked f o r  
compensation for  eve ry th ing ,  l a n d ,  trees, people .It 

When you r ece ived  compensation ($10,400) d i d  you know what it was fo r?  

"Only f o r  people a f f e c t e d .  " 
Did you ask  f o r  compensation before you t a l k e d  t o  t h e  lawyer? 

"Told h a t s  Kabua t o  ask T.T." 

Reply? 

"To my unders tanding ,  Adminis t ra t ion  d i d  n o t  want t o  g e t  involved. I' 

When i n  Kwajalein d i d  t h e  government provide  food? 

"Government allowed $1,100 a month f o r  food and t h e r e  were about 180 k 

people l i v i n g  on A i j i t .  
as compensation f o r  copra we could have made. The government 
es t imated  2 1 /2  t o n s  every  t h r e e  months. 
matter. The government determined it. During t h o s e  days t h e  
i s l a n d  produced more than  t h a t .  

Other a i d  inc luded  $240 every  t h r e e  months 

We had no say i n  t h e  

How long  was copra  payment made? 

"During s t a y  on A i j i t .  
he ld  u n t i l  two payments, t h e n  gave everyone $2.00 per person. 
we l e f t  f o r  Rongelap copra  payments ended." 

Amount w a s  so s m a l l  t h a t  I (John Anja in)  
When 

Was t h e r e  o t h e r  a i d ?  

"They b u i l t  houses on A i j i t  and Rongelap." 

Were you happy on A i j i t ?  

"No. small i s l a n d ,  f e w  coconuts ,  not  enough. We had t o  s t r e t c h  
food money. 
next  month's money. 
t h e  admin i s t r a t ion .  I' 

Usual ly  run out at t h e  end and have t o  borrow from 
We asked f o r  more, b u t  t h e r e  was no r e p l y  from 

When you r e tu rned  t o  Rongelap, could you l ive  l i k e  before?  

"Yes, but could not  eat coconut c rabs .  
o f  chickens and p i g s  t o  r ep lace  t h o s e  k i l l e d .  
copra un t i l  5 t o  6 months after r e t u r n i n g . "  
many chickens and p i g s  d i e d  la ter ,  presumably because t h e y  were 
imported and were not  used t o  scavenging f o r  food i n  an i s l a n d  l o c a t i o n . )  

They gave us t h e  same number 
We d i d n ' t  produae 

(It was noted later t h a t  
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ul. 

0 I 

i n t r o d u c t i o n  of l e g i s l a t i o n  i n  the  Congress of t h e  United States t o  

provide r e l i e f  f o r  the people of Rongelap, t h e  compensation being 

based on humanitarian p r i n c i p l e s ,  

“ M r .  Wayne A s p i n a l l  introduced t h e  Bill H.R.  1988 t o  provide 

f o r  se t t lement  of c l a i n s  of c e r t a i n  r e s i d e n t s  of t h e  T r u s t  T e r r i t o r y  

of t he  P a c i f i c  I s l a n d s .  It  w a s  repor ted  out  favorably  by H.R. 110, 

March 2 1 ,  1963 ( t o  accompany 1i.R. 1988) and by S .  Rept. 1 2 5 7 ,  J u l y  

29, 1964 ( t o  accompany 1I.R. 1988 wi th  amendment) and became P u b l i c  

Lav7 88-485, 88th Congress, E.R. 1985, August 22, 1964. 

au thor ized  payment by t h e  S e c r e t a r y  of t he  I n t e r i o r  of $950,000 less 

f e e s  f o r  l e g a l  s e r v i c e s  t o  the  82 i n h a b i t a n t s  of Rongelap, or t o  

t h e i r  s u r v i v o r s ,  a f f e c t e d  by r a d i a t i o n  exposures s u s t a i n e d  fol lowing 

the  themonuclear  de tona t ion  of :larch 1, 1954. T h i s  payment w a s  made 

i n  f u l l  s e t t l e m e n t  and discharge of  a l l  claims a g a i n s t  t h e  United 

S t a t e s  a r i s i n g  o u t  of t he  de tona t ion .  Each exposed i n d i v i d u a l  o r  

h i s  h e i r s  received approximately $11,000 a s  a lump sum. 

I n  b r i e f  i t  

“The people on U t i r i k  who received 14 roentgens are s a i d  t o  

f e e l  t h a t  they had been d iscr imina ted  a g a i n s t  vis-a-vis  t h e  Kongelapww: 

They a l s o  were removed t o  Hajuro,  examined, t e s t e d ,  and taken back 

t o  t h e i r  a t o l l ;  and rdiile t h e i r  exposure f o r t u n a t e l y  w a s  l o w ,  they 

d e s i r e d  a t  least  a token payment, perhaps i n  propor t ion  t o  dose.  

No one appears t o  have taken t h e i r  p o i n t  of view s e r i o u s l y  u n t i l  

r e c e n t l y .  I\ 

Copies of t h e  committee r e p o r t s  from t h e  House and Senate mentfa5d 

r e v e a l  some d e t a i l s  which are i n t e r e s t i n g .  The o r i g i n a l  b i l l  as 
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Introduced by Representa t ive  Asp ina l l ,  was t o  set up a fund from 

which the people  of  Rongelap would receive annual ly  t h e  i n t e r e s t  

only, and upon s p e c i a l  request, payments from t h e  p r i n c i p l e .  

The b i l l  was subsequent ly  amended t o  appropr i a t e  t h e  sum of 

$950,000 which would b e  made i n  d i r e c t  payments t o  t h e  people--less a 

5 percent  a t to rney’ s  f e e .  Both committee r e p o r t s  included a 

s ta tement  dated March 15 ,  1963 from then  Assistant Sec re t a ry  of t h e  

Department of State t o  the  chairman which s a i d  i n  p a r t :  

“AS you know, t h e  Department of State s t r o n g l y  suppor t s  t h i s  
b i l l .  We are g r a t e f u l  t o  you f o r  in t roducing  i t  so promptly 
a t  t h i s  s e s s i o n  of Congress and most e a r n e s t l y  hope t h a t  i t  
w i l l  b e  speed i ly  approved. You recal l  of course,  t h e  g r e a t  
i n t e r e s t  t he  United Nations Trus t eesh ip  Council has  taken i n  
t h i s  matter. A t  i t s  s e s s i o n  l as t  summer, t h e  Council  again 
expressed i t s  view t h a t ,  t he  need f o r  t h e  most exped i t ious  
se t t l emen t  of t hese  claims cannot be  over emphasized.*** 
The Department of S t a t e  b e l i e v e s  t h i s  t o  be t r u e  as much for 
reasons of  our n a t i o n a l  i n t e r e s t s  as t o  s a t i s f y  t h e  requirements  
of t h e  Trus teesh ip  Council .  

“The Trus teesh ip  Council  w i l l  m e e t  aga in  i n  Nay and w e  hope t h a t  
by t h a t  time t h i s  b i l l  might b e  w e l l  on its way t o  enactment,  
The Department of State w i l l ,  of course ,  be  happy t o  assist you 
and your committee i n  ariy way you might d e s i r e . “  

O f  p a r t i c u l a r  i n t e r e s t  t o  t he  Spec ia l  J o i n t  Committee are two 

s e c t i o n s  of another  s ta tement  which were made p a r t  of t h e  House nJ 

Senate  committee r e p o r t s .  

The i d e n t i c a l  s ta tements  were from John A. Carver ,  J r . ,  

A s s i s t a n t  Sec re t a ry  of t h e  I n t e r i o r  and were dated March 1 4 ,  1963. The 

s ta tement  is of i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  l i g h t  t h a t  House of Representa t ives  

B i l l  No, 1988 (HR 1988) states that--  
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testimony the  apparent s a t i s f a c t i o n - - s h o r t  of lawsuit--his c o n s t i t u e n t s  

had with the  s e t t l e m e n t ,  and also demonstrated t h e  f a c t  t h a t  he ,  as 

well as D r .  Conard and o t h e r s  were unaware t h a t  soon thy ro id  

d i s o r d e r s  would begin appearing, and t h a t  some e i g h t  yea r s  l a te r ,  

Lekoj Anjain would d i e  of leukemia i n  Bethesda, Maryland. 

Testimony before  the  committee fol lows:  ( e d i t e d )  

Gentlenen, we are very pleased t o  h e a r  from you t h i s  morning 

and you may proceed as you may care to .  

Do you have a w r i t t e n  s t a t emen t ,  Doctor? 

M r .  Anjain: No. S i r :  

Senator  Church: Very w e l l ,  why do you not proceed t o  t e s t i f y  

as you would care t o  and then i f  we have ques t ions  we w i l l  pu t  

them t o  you af t e m a r d s .  

STATENEIJT OF AWTA KABUA, PRESIDENT OF MARSHALL ISLANDS 

INPORT-EXPORT COHPAt~Y AND VICE-PRESIDENT OF THE CONGRESS OF 

THE MARSIIALL ISLANDS. ACCOIIPAXIED CY DR. JETOM lZNJAIN. 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

Ily name is Amata Kabua. 

T e r r i t o r y  of t h e  P a c i f i c  Islands. 

t h e  P r e s i d e n t  of Y a r s h a l l  I s l a n d s  Import-Export Company, and a l s o  

I a m  from t h e  Y a r s h a l l  I s l a n d s ,  T r u s t  

I p r e s e n t l y  hold the  p o s i t i o n  of 

serve as Vice-President of the Congress of t h e  Marshal l  I s l a n d s  and 

a member of t h e  Council of Xicronesia  which r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  views 

and wishes of t he  people and adv i ses  the  High Commissioner of the 

Trus t  T e r r i t o r y  of t h e  P a c i f i c  I s l a n d s  on ma t t e r s  p e r t a i n b e  ts 

the admin i s t r a t ion  of the t e r r i t o r y .  
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My col leagues and I were chosen by the  people of t he  Marshal l  

I s l a n d s  t o  convey t o  you t h e i r  g r e e t i n g s  and t o  r ep resen t  them i n  

t h e i r  sent iments  regarding the  two v i t a l l y  important b i l l s  having 

been brought by t h e  Adminis t ra t ion be fo re  t h e  United S t a t e s  Senate 

f o r  d e l i b e r a t i o n  and cons ide ra t ion .  They are I1.R. 3198 r e l a t i v e  t o  

promotion of economic and s o c i a l  development of t h e  Trus t  T e r r i t o r y ,  

and 1i.R. 1988, which provides  f o r  compensation and se t t l emen t  of 

Rongelapese i n j u r y  c l a i m .  . . 
I am happy t o  state a l s o  t h a t  House of Represen ta t ives  1988 has  

been reviewed and received with g r a t i t u d e .  The Rongelapese claimants  

have asked m e  t o  d e l i v e r  t o  you t h e i r  acceptance of s a i d  b i l l  w i th  

an e a r n e s t  plea f o r  i t s  adoption by the  United S t a t e s  Congress. 

Mr. Chairman, on behalf  of my col leagues may I t a k e  t h i s  oppor- 

t u n i t y  t o  extend t o  you a l l  our s i n c e r e  a p p r e c i a t i o n  and g r a t i t u d e  

f o r  t h i s  p r i v i l e g e  given us  t o  convey t o  you t h e  wishes of t h e  

Marsliallese people.  

I w i l l  be  most pleased t o  answer any ques t ions  which t h e  committee 

may want t o  ask. 

Thank you, sir. 

Senator Church: Thank y w  very much. Doctor, do you have .o 

statement  t h a t  you would l i k e  t o  make be fo re  w e  proceed with quest ions? 

i k .  Anjain: No, s i r .  

Senator  Church: Senator Walters? 

Senator  Walters: liow ntmp people are loca ted  on t h i s  one 

i s l a n d  t h a t  you are t a l k i n g  about here? 
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Senator  Church: Rongelap. What is t h e  populat ion on RongelaP 

I s l a n d ,  approximately? 

hlr. Kabua: Approximately a t  the present  time i t  is about 180 

people.  

Senator  Church: These were, you w i l l  r e c a l l ,  Senator ,  t h e  

people t h a t  were exposed t o  some r a d i o a c t i v e  f a l l - o u t  some y e a r s  

ago and the  purpose of t he  b i l l  is t o  confer  damages f o r  t h e  phys ica l  

e f f e c t s  of t h a t  f a l l - o u t .  

Senator  Walters: 

Xr. Kabua: 

Did any of them d i e  as a r e s u l t  of t h i s ?  

Well, according t o  the  r e p o r t  by t h e  Adminis t ra t ion,  

s i r ,  no one h a s  died of t h e  e f f e c t s  from t h e  f a l l - o u t .  

o t h e r  causes ,  bu t  not  d i r e c t l y  because of t h e  f a l l - o u t .  

They died of ' 

Senator  Church: hlany ware s i c k  f o r  an extended per iod and 

t h e r e  were evidences of burns,  as 1 understand i t ,  and loss of h a i r  

and t h i s  kind of t h i n g ,  h u t  the f u l l  ex t en t  of t h e  i n j u r y  has  not been 

f i n a l l y  determined by the  medical people. Is t h a t  not  c o r r e c t ?  

Xr. Kabua: That i s  c o r r e c t ,  s i r .  

Senator  Church: We have a medical survey of the s i t u a t i o n ,  

t h e  l a tes t  one is publ ished i n  January 1963,  Senator ,  of t h e  medical. 

e f f e c t s  of t he  fall-ou=t. 

Senator  Nelson: In t h i s  b i l l ,  ?lr. Chairman, I 'have not g laned  

a t  i t ,  the  one we are t a l k i n g  about provides f o r  an a l l o c a t i o n  of 

compensation t o  i n d i v i d u a l s  d i r e c t l y ?  

Senator  Church: We have the  b i l l s  passed o r i g i n a l l y  which would ' 

e s t a b l i s h  

S e c r e t a r y  of t h e  I n t e r i o r  through t h e  Department, and we have a s u ' s s t i t u t e  

a t r u s t  whereby the  funds would be administered by t h e  



proposal  which would a u t h o r i z e  t h e  d i r e c t  payment of $11,000 t o  each 

person e n t i t l e d  t o  such a payment and without  f u r t h e r  c o n t r o l  by 

t h e  Sec re t a ry ;  t h a t  is ,  i t  would e l i m i n a t e  t h e  t r u s t  fund p rov i s ion  

and make d i r e c t  payment t o  each i n d i v i d u a l  e n t i t l e d .  

We would l i k e  t o  have your  opinion,  gentlemen, on a d i r e c t  

d i s t r i b u t i o n  o€ t he  money as opposed t o  the  establ ishment  of a 

t r u s t  fund t o  be adminis tered by the Government. 

Mr. Rabua: Well, Xr. Chairman, I t h i n k  t h e  wishes of t h e  people 

are t h a t  they want t o  r ece ive  t h e  money d i r e c t l y  r a t h e r  than have 

i t  i n  a t r u s t  fund adminis tered by this--  

Senator Church: Well, gentlemen, w e  are hopeful  t o  move t h i s  

l e g i s l a t i o n  along. 

testimony w i l l  be  most h e l p f u l  t o  us.  

There has been considerable  delay b u t  your 

Senator  Nelson: Is t h i s  an equal  payment of $11,000 t o  each 

claimant? 

Senator  \?alters: I th ink  t h a t  is r i g h t ;  t h a t  is t h e  way I read 

t h e  b i l l .  

Senator  Church: Yes, t h a t  is my u n d e r s t a d -  

I f  t h i s  b i l l  were passed and t h e  pe r  c a p i t a  dista:&u.a:k%a 7 ~ l l b  

made of $11,003, i n  your judgement would t h i s  be  regat.4rd 

s a t i s f a c t o r y  se t t l emen t  i n s o f a r  as t h e s e  people are concerned 

p r e f e r a b l e  t o  any c o u r t  a c t i o n  or  anything of t h a t  kind t h a t  might 

be undertaken i n  l i e u  of a b i l l  of  t h i s  eort? 

s 

1.k. Kabua: Y e s ,  S i r ,  I th ink  o t h e r  than g e t t i n g  €0 the 

a c t i o n  t h i s  would be most s a t i s f a c t o r y  to t he  peop&. 
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Senator Church: Do you t h i n k  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  any l i k e l i h o o d  t h a t  

i f  t h i s  b i l l  is passed t h a t  we will be faced a t  some la ter  d a t e  

w i t h  f u r t h e r  claims? 

Plr .  Kabua: Are you r e f e r r i n g ,  s i r ,  t o  t h e  same set  of people? 

Senator  Church: The same people.  

M r .  Kabua: No, s i r ;  d e f i n i t e l y  not .  

Senator  Nelson: Did t h e  people who were i n j u r e d  and who a r e  

b e n e f i c i a r i e s  under t h i s  b i l l  meet as a group and agree t h a t  t h i s  was 

a s a t i s f a c t o r y  s e t t l e m e n t ?  

Ffr. Kabua: Y e s .  T h i s  is  a very--when I say  c l o s e  s o c i e t y ,  

i t  i s  not  open, b u t  everybody knows everybody t h e r e ,  and every  

b i g  move they meet a l t o g e t h e r  and they decide.  

This  p a r t i c u l a r  b i l l  only a f f e c t s  t h e  80 people t h a t  were i n j u r e d ,  

b u t  the o t h e r  people u s u a l l y  s i t  and advise  them because i t  is  a small 

comiunity on t h a t  i s l a n d .  

Senator  Nelson: Gut a l l  of t h e  i n j u r e d  did meet and d i s c u s s  

t h i s  b i l l  and agree  t h a t  i t  was a s a t i s f a c t o r y  settleinent? 

M r .  Kabua: Yes, s i r ;  before  we made the  t r i p  t o  t h e  United 

S ta tes  t h e  Xavy flew us  down t o  Rongelap, D r .  Anjain and I ,  and we 

held  a n e e t i n g  wi th  the  people there, 

Senator  Nelson: You are s a t i s f i e d  they understood everyt l rkw 

i n  t h i s  b i l l ?  

Fir, ICaliua: Xell, in genera l  they understand the  i n t e n t  of the 

b i l l ,  t h a t  t he  United States is  cons ider ing  making o r  paying  compengatidn 

f o r  t he  injuries by t h e  nuc lear  bomb f a l l - o u t  i n  the mount of $950 ,W.  

Senator  iJelson: Do t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  r e c i p i e n t s  understand the 

all o f  them, of that $11,000? 

Plr. Kabua: I a m  s u r e  they do sir. 



Other Kinds and Forms of Compensation 

A s  has  been noted elsewhere i n  p l aces  i n  t h i s  r e p o r t ,  t h e  people 

of Kongelap and U t i r i k  received o the r  kinds of "compensation" 

during t h e i r  removal f r o n  t h e i r  i s l a n d s .  

were housed and f ed  on Iiwajalein,  received copra payments, and 

even tua l ly  received payment f o r  loss of pe r sona l  possessions.  The 

The Rongelapese and U t i r i k e s e  

Rongelapese had new dwellings b u i l t  on A i j i t ,  and continued t o  

r ece ive  a copra payment, a payment f o r  food, and cast o f f  c l o t h i n g  (most 

of which was f o r  men, much t o  t h e  d i s t r e s s  of t h e  women from Rongelap). 

Before r e t u r n i n g  t o  Rongelap, t he  AEC con t r ac t ed  with IIolmes 

and Narver and constructed a t  a cos t  of about $300,000 new bu i ld ings  

on Rongelap. The people were a l s o  given p i g s  and chickens t o  r ep lace  

those which e i t h e r  died o r  were taken by t h e  AEC and used i n  medical 

experiments,  as well as some imported food and by one r e p o r t ,  a 16-foot 

boat  upon depa r tu re  of t he  team which r e tu rned  them t o  t h e  i s l a n d .  
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DISCUSSION 

Other Inc iden t s  

One of t h e  g r e a t  i r o n i e s  with which mankind is  faced 

what is  u s u a l l y  conceded as t h e  g r e a t e s t  s t r e n g t h  of 

i s  t h e  fact t h a t  

a t h i n g ,  o r  a 

person, o r  a p l an ,  is a l s o  c o i n c i d e n t a l l y  i t s  g r e a t e s t  weakness. 

For example, computers a r e  noted f o r  t h e i r  g r e a t  e f f i c i e n c y  -- y e t  

t h e i r  g r e a t e s t  "weaknessTT i n  t h e  eyes o f  many people i s  t h a t  they lack 

human q u a l i t i e s .  In pure phys ica l  terms a diamond i s  one o f  t h e  most 

durable  minerals  known, y e t  it can be s h a t t e r e d  i n t o  use l e s sness  with 

re la t ive  ease. 

of t h e  atom. 

i t  a l s o  can create problems through i t s  use.  

The same holds  t r u e  with t h e  ha rness ing  o f  t h e  power 

IVhile i t  can be used t o  so lve  many o f  mankinds's problems, 

This i s  nowhere b e t t e r  demonstrated than t h e  i n c i d e n t  o f  t h e  Bravo 

s h o t  and t h e  misery which i t  caused--al l  i n  t h e  name of peace and freedom. 

This double-edged a spec t  of nuc lea r  energy has  been demonstrated time 

and again by the  fear of i t s  uncon t ro l l ed  use o r  improper o r  unsafe  use  

as evidenced by a n t i - n u c l e a r  weapons groups , env i ronmen ta l i s t s  f i g h t i n g  

the  placement of nuc lea r  r e a c t o r s ,  and those  opposed t o  t h e  b i l l i o n s  of 

d o l l a r s  s p e n t  f o r  nuc lea r  weapons r e sea rch  and t e s t i n g .  

a very v a l i d  one and acknowledged even by the  governments, i nc lud ing  t h e  

United S t a t e s ,  which condone and pe rpe tua te  i t s  use.  

concern include such i n c i d e n t s  as t h e  crash on January 21 ,  1968 of a 

B-52 carrying n u c l e a r  warheads i n  Greenland. This i n c i d e n t  e n c i t e d  a 

This fear is 

Examples of t h i s  
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tremendous amount of a c t i v i t y  d i r e c t e d  toward recover ing  t h e  f i s s i o n a b l e  

m a t e r i a l ,  

Another i n c i d e n t  occurred on January 17,  1966 over  Spain,  when a KC 135 

( a  p l ane  used t o  r e f u e l  B-52s) and a B-52 ca r ry ing  hydrogen warheads 

co l l i ded .  As a r e s u l t  o f  t h e  c o l l i s i o n ,  f o u r  nuc lea r  warheads were l o s t .  

One bomb w a s  found i n  t h e  Mediterranean Sea,  and o t h e r s  were loca ted  

i n  t h e  Vi l l age  of Palomares and apparent ly  f i s s i o n a b l e  material escaped, 

contaminating t h e  s o i l  around t h e  v i l l a g e .  

S t a t e s  spen t  t h r e e  months scrap ing  o f f  t o p s o i l  and loading i t  i n t o  

s teel  drums. 

4,879 drums of Spanish s o i l  are s t o r e d  i n  South Caro l ine  on U.S. s o i l .  

Furthermore 

Greenland i n c i d e n t .  

As a r e s u l t ,  t h e  lJnited 

The t o p s o i l  was then  rep laced  with new s o i l ,  and today,  

t h e  United S t a t e s  brought back contaminated ice from t h e  

I t  i s  repor ted  t h a t  claims p a i d  t o  the  people  o f  Palomares were l e s s  

than  one m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s ,  even though t h e  decontamination e f f o r t s  

c o s t  about $15 m i l l i o n .  Furthermore t h e  Spanish Government withhefd 

a claim f o r  damages f o r  15-30 yea r s .  

concern by t h e  United S t a t e s  and o t h e r  coun t r i e s  is  of t h e  great- 

d imens im.  

I t  is eminently clear t h e  

This  concern i s  n o t  only f o r  humanitar ian concerns,  bu t  a l s o  because 

nuc lea r  I5ncidents ' l  ( t he  AEC term f o r  acc iden t s )  can be extremely c o s t l y  

i n  terms of money. The law which c rea ted  t h e  Atomic Energy Cmiss im 

and amendments t o  the  law provide  t h a t  t h e  AEC can indemnify any 

con t r ac to r  with i t  f o r  t h e  amount of  $500,000,000 for  each i n c i d e n t  
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r a d i a t i o n  i l l n e s s e s  t o  the  people o r  exposure of the  i s l a n d s  and waters 

of Rongelap. 

AREAS OF COMPENSATION 

The Committee b e l i e v e s  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  two a reas  i n  which it is supremely 

ev iden t  t h a t  i l l n e s s  w a s  d i r e c t l y  caused by exposure t o  r a d i a t i o n  and 

which meri t  compensation. These a r e :  those who have developed thy ro id  

abnormal i t ies  and who have been t r e a t e d  for them e i t h e r  through 

medication or  surgery  and t h e  death of Lekoj Anjain from leukemia. 

There a r e  a l s o  o t h e r  a reas  i n  t h e  category of i l l n e s s ,  and i n  t h e  a r e a  

of exposure which merit compensation, even though d i r e c t  causal r e l a t i o n -  

sh ips  between exposure and damage may not  be c l e a r .  These include 

temporary s t e r i l i t y ,  mi sca r r i ages ,  and l i f e  shor t en ing  and c e r t a i n  

psychological e f f e c t s ,  and a l s o  exposure of lands and wa te r s ,  f l o r a  and 

fauna,  With regard  t o  the  l a t t e r  category of compensation i t ,  

may be  a s s e r t e d  by some- - sc i en t i s t s  for example--that it cannot be 

proven t h a t  "damage" was done t o  t r e e s  , animals,  e t c . ,  by exposure, 

except perhaps i n  the  case of the  coconut crabs on Rongelap, which 

were no t  damages, but  r a t h e r  denied to t h e  people of Rongelap buzrreoC 

(Copra) 

of t h e  h i g h  concent ra t ions  of SR 90 and CS 137 which  they con ta i a .  

The Committee i s  a l l  t o o  aware of the d i f f i c u l t y - - e v e n  perhaps 

imposs ib i l i t y - -o f  '!provingt1 t h a t  damage was, indeed , done. 

i t  r e c a l l s  the  phrase  from i t s  las t  r e p o r t  (p .  41) concerning the 

g iv ing  of r a d i o a c t i v e  m a t e r i a l s  t o  p a t i e n t s  t h a t  t h e  'Iprudent a3stmptim*' 

is that Itall i r o n i z i n g  r a d i a t i o n  t o  t h e  p a t i e n t  is harmful". Coni#pumtly, 

However, 
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t h e  Committee p o s i t i o n  t h a t  whether o r  no t  ltdamageT1 can be proven is 

i r r e l e v a n t ,  s i n c e  i t  is a f a c t  t h a t  exposure occurred,  and t h a t  s i n c e  

exposure t o  r a d i a t i o n  i s  harmful ,  then  it i s  h igh ly  probable t h a t  

damage d i d  indeed occur.  

t h a t  exposure i t s e l f - -wh ich  i s  well documented--is b a s i s  , o r  grounds 

enough f o r  compensation and t h a t  damage a s  such need no t  n e c e s s a r i l y  

Therefore t h e  assumption of t h e  Committee i s  

be  proven. 

Psychological E f f e c t s  of the  1954 I n c i d e n t ,  

During t h e  annual examination by Dr. Conard i n  March 1973, t h e  Committee 

passed out  ques t ionna i r e s  t o  t h e  Rongelapese and Utirikese l i v i n g  on 

Majuro, Ebeye , Rongelap and U t i r i k .  

they  y i e lded  should no t  be assumed t o  be s c i e n t i f i c a l l y  a c c u r a t e ,  o r  

These ques t ionna i r e s  and t h e  r e s u l t s  

s t a t i s t i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t .  

they  confirm c e r t a i n  gene ra l  impressions r ece ived  by t h e  Committee from 

t h e  Rongelapese and Ut i r ikese .  

f i l l e d  out q u e s t i o n n a i r e s ,  2 3  s a i d  they  did no t  understand what  had 

happened and 26 s a i d  t h a t  no one explained t h e  i n c i d e n t  t o  them. 

asked i f  they  f e l t  s i c k  a f t e r  r e t u r n i n g  t o  t h e i r  i s l a n d  30 peopb 

responded i n  the  a f f i r m a t i v e .  

The r e s u l t s  a r e  va luab le ,  however, fo r  

Of 35 exposed Rongelapese people who 

IVhen 

E l e u a  women gave a p o s i t i v e  r e p l y  t o  t h e  ques t ion  "Did you e v e r  have 

a baby or babies  born dead o r  born with something wrong a f t e r  the  bomb," 

and 19 women s a i d  they knew o f  o t h e r  women who had such problems. 

ques t ion  w a s  asked i f  they  knew of anyone t h a t  they  thought had died 

from t h e  bomb and 24 responded ttyes1!, l i s t i n g  t h e  following people: 

Lekoj , Jenwor Anjain,  H i ros i  Kelminli ,  Lekoj H i r o s i ,  J e r l a n ,  Jekkein ,  

The 
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t h a t  they were s t i l l  a f r a i d  t o  e a t  l o c a l  food, 52  were s t i l l  a f r a i d  

t o  l i v e  on the  i s l a n d  because of t h e  contamination 20 years  ago and 

67 s t a t e d  they  be l i eved  t h a t  they  should g e t  more money from t h e  AEC 

f o r  such th ings  as damage t o  land ,  trees, crops , and so f o r t h .  

Because of t h e  n a t u r e  of the  responses t o  the ques t ionna i r ep repa red  by 

t h e  Committee it appears t o  be s e v e r a l  well-documented l a s t i n g  e f f e c t s  

of t h e  o r i g i n a l  exposure 20 yea r s  ago t o  f a l l o u t .  

t h e i r  exposure e x p e r i e n c e , i t  is c l e a r  t h a t  t hey  d id  not  understand what 

had happened and t h a t  t h e  lack of in format ion  which has p r e v a i l e d ,  h a s  

caused t h e  people t o  conclude t h a t  when a person g e t s  s i c k ,  i t  was 

In t h e  a r e a  of 

from the f a l l o u t ,  and furthermore,  t h a t  any person who has died s i n c e  

the  f a l l o u t ,  d i ed  as  a r e s u l t  of the  f a l l o u t .  I t  is  a l s o  c l e a r  t h a t  

the people do worry q u i t e  a l o t  as a r e s u l t  of t h e i r  exper ience ,  no t  

only f o r  themselves,  but a l s o  f o r  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n .  

The people also b e l i e v e  t h a t  they have rece ived  inadequate compensation 

i n  t h e  p a s t  and look forward t o  a d d i t i o n a l  compensation i n  the futum, 

no t  only for i l l n e s s  , but f o r  a whole spectrum of complaints.  What i s  

perhaps t h e  most i n t e r e s t i n g  fact i s  t h a t  t h e  exposed and unexposed 

alike are s t i l l  a f r a i d  t o  eat l o c a l  food o r  l i v e  on t h e i r  i s l a n d s .  I t  

is as though the f e a r  of i l l n e s s  from contamination p e r s i s t s  i n  t h e i r  

minds l i k e  t h e  r e s i d u a l  r a d i a t i o n  which s t i l l  e x i s t s  i n  the food chaim 

and ecology of t h e  i s l a n d s .  

I O  I 3 8 2 b  
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COSlPENSATION--LESS 011 MORE DEPENDENCE AND DISRUPTION 

In consider ing t h e  case f o r  compensation f o r  t h e  people o f  Ron,:elap 

and l l t i r i k  , the  Committee i s  aware of a fundamental concern. 

concern i s  s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  one which it e n t e r t a i n s  with r e s p e c t  t o  

inc reased  medical a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  people of  liongelap and U t i r i k .  

only would more f r equen t  and more comprehensive examinations cause 

more d i s r u p t i o n  of  t h e  i s l a n d ,  b u t  more frequent  a t t e n t i o n  may a l s o  

have a nega t ive  e f f e c t  by making the  people worry more about t h e i r  

f u t u r e  h e a l t h .  

This 

Not 

In  a similar f a sh ion ,  compensation, while it may have i t s  s a l u t o r y  

affects,  may a l s o  have i t s  nega t ive  i n f l u e n c e s .  In  1972, D r .  William 

Peck , t h e n  Di rec to r  of tIealth Se rv ices  , voiced h i s  concern about t h e  

Rongelapese. 

during a s e r i e s  of nuc lea r  t e s t s ,  

yea r s  l a t e r  i n  1968, af ter  t h e  people had r ece ived  compensation. 

noted t h a t  i n  1958 t h e  people s t i l l  used canoes, and appeared EO Ew 

p r e t t y  muc!) s e l f - s u f f i c i e n t ,  bu t  i n  1968 he saw no  more canoes and only 

broken down outboard engines which apparent ly  t h e  people had purchased 

w i t h  t h e i r  compensation. While t h e i r  compensation may have con t r ibu ted  

t o  t h i s  dec l ine  i n  s e l f - r e l i a n c e  (and f o r  thli r e c o r d ,  t h e  committee has 

noted t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  many s a i l i n g  canoes s t i l l  i n  use by the  people  on 

U t i r i k  who received no compensation)--the same could a l s o  be s a i d  for 

many i s l a n d s  i n  Plicronesia during t h e  same t en -yea r  pe r iod .  

obvious that  Yhe shif t  from the  use of  canoes t o  outboard motors was a 

general  one and it is s t i l l  t ak ing  p l ace .  

D r .  Peck had, i n  1958, been an observer  on Rongelap 

IIe had a l s o  v i s i t e d  t h e  i s l a n d  10 

lie had 

It i r  



‘ h e  quest ion which the  Committee has considered is what kind and 

what amount of compensation can be given t o  the people which will be 

adequate and s a t i s f a c t o r y  t o  them, and a t  t h e  same time w i l l  no t  make 

them inore dependent upon such o u t s i d e  aid. Regular monthly payments , 

l i ke  t h e  Japanese r ece ive  f o r  example,would make t h e  people s e v e r e l y  

dependent upon compensation. 

t h a t  no l a r g e  lump amount of compensation should be given t o  t h e  people  

f o r  t h e y  w i l l  not  spend it w i s e l y .  

discussion i n  which many a l t e r n a t i v e s  were explored , t h e  Committee made 

the  fol lowing conclusions with regard t o  compensation. 

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y - - t h e  manner i n  which t h e  people use such compensation 

r ece ived- - i s  not a matter  of concern f o r  t h e  Committee; fur thermore,  

p l ac ing  some s o r t  of  r e s t r a i n t  o r  l i m i t a t i o n  on compensation based upon 

the  pre-supposi t ion t h a t  t he  money w i l l  not  b e u s e d w i s e l y  is  not  

warranted. 

t h a t  many of  t he  people no longer  had any money l e f t  from t h e  o r i g i n a l  

$lO,OOO--however, i t  d i d  f i n d  persons who s a i d  t h a t  they s t i l l  had some 

of t h e  money i n  the  bank, which, consider ing t h a t  i t  was almost 26 

yea r s  from t h e  o r i g i n a l  compensation, shows a f a i r  amount of  f iscal  

res t ra int .  

On t h e  o t h e r  hand, some may even argue 

After considerable  debate  and 

First ,  f iscal  

During t h e  v i s i t s  and t a l k s  with t h e  people ,  it was learned 

Irl s h o r t ,  what t h e  people do with the  money is  up t o  them, 

During i t s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s ,  t h e  Committee heard many times t h a t  compensation 

should be placed i n  a t r u s t  fund. 

p o s s i b i l i t y  with t h e  reminder t h a t  t h e  Bikini  and Eniwetok Trus t  Fun* 

have been inadequate ,  and inadequately managed, 

The Committee has  considered t h i s  

Consequently, t h e  Committee was faced with these  aspects, as well .;D1 
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I 

how t o  compensate many ind iv idua l s  f o r  t h e i r  exposure , later i l l n e s s e s ,  

and a l s o  f o r  t h e i r  l and ,  t rees ,  the waters of t h e  lagoon and i t s  

marine l i f e ,  

committee f e e l s  t h a t  a l l  of t h e s e  can be done w i t h ,  hopefu l ly ,  

s a t i s f a c t i o n  t o  a l l  p a r t i e s  involved.  

?lie conclusions i n  t h i s  r e p o r t  w i l l  s p e l l  ou t  how t h e  
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CONCLUSION 

Basis f o r  Compensation 

A t  the o u t s e t ,  t h e  Committee wishes t o  n o t e  t h a t  u n l i k e  t h e  

Japanese i n  Hiroshima and Nagasaki who along w i t h  t h e i r  countrymen 

were a t  war wi th  t h e  United S t a t e s ,  and u n l i k e  the  Japanese fisherman 

on the Lucky Dragon whose presence i n  Micronesia w a s  unknown, the people 

of Rongelap and U t i r i k  were innocent v i c t ims  of e r r o r  and negl igence on 

the p a r t  of the United S t a t e s .  

Th i s  i s  f u r t h e r  compounded by t h e  f a c t  that  t h e  United S t a t e s  w a s  

a c t i n g  as a t r u s t e e  a t  t h e  t i m e  of t h e  i n c i d e n t ,  a t r u s t e e  which was 

charged wi th  a "sacred t r u s t ' '  and t o  promote t h e  p o l i t i c a l ,  economic, 

s o c i a l  and educat ional  advancement of t h e  people of Micronesia and t o  

a l s o  p r o t e c t  t h e i r  l ands ,  t h e i r  h e a l t h  and f o s t e r  t h e i r  gene ra l  welfare. 

The Rongelapese and I l t i r t k e s e  w e r e  n o t  b e l l i g e r e n t s  i n  a war and u n l i k e  

the  p a r t i c i p a n t s  i n  the  test  series, they were uninformed, unadvised, 

unprepared jnnocent bystanders  who were i n j u r e d  and a f f e c t e d  as a r e s u l t  

of t he  p u r s u i t  of c e r t a i n  national.  pollc,es and programs by the  United 

S t a t e s  Government. Add i t iona l ly ,  i n  consider ing the  amount of compswaCiSa 

due these  people ,  t he  Committee d i s c a r d s  the  kind of reasoning used a&& 

b a s i s  f o r  war claims, l e . ,  the economic v a l u e  of a human l i f e ,  o r  tkr 

economic impairment or  l o s s  s u f f e r e d  by i n j u r y  and medical treatmesf. 

Many f a c t o r s  o t h e r  than the economy of Micronesia o r  p o t e n t i a l  earning 

power of an i n d i v i d u a l  must  be  taken i n t o  account .  I n  t e r n s  of personal 

i n j u r i e s ,  t h e s e  f a c t o r s  are: p a i n  and su f fe r in f i - inc lud ing  f u t u m  pa&* and 

s u f f e r i n g ,  ill h e a l t h  o r  d i s a b i l i t y ,  loss of enjoyment ( l o s s  of pm-, 

a b i l i t y  t o  bear  c h i l d r e n ) ,  p o s s i b l e  sho r t en ing  of lrfe expectan-, 

mi sca r r i ages ,  s t i l l  b i r t h s  and b i r t h s  of deformed c h i l d r e a ,  b&? of )ik 
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and d i s f i g u r a t i o n ,  mental d i s t r e s s ,  and anguish o r  suffer ing--  

i nc lud ing  the f e a r  of r e t u r n i n g  and s t a y i n g  on Rongelap and U t i r i k .  

I n  terms of p rope r ty  damage, cons ide ra t ion  must b e  given t o  temporary 

o r  permanent damage t o  real  p r o p e r t y ,  damages t o  trees,  c rops ,  f i s h ,  

e tc ;  loss of use  of p rope r ty  ( inc lud ing  the  a t o l l s  of Rongelap and 

U t i r i k ) ,  and loss  of p r o f i t s  due t o  loss of use of rea l  o r  pe r sona l  

p rope r ty .  

The Committee holds  t h a t  t h e  United S t a t e s  Government w a s  n e g l i g e n t  

and t h a t  t h i s  negl igence r e s u l t e d  i n  the people being exposed t o  radio- 

a c t i v e  f a l l o u t  and t h a t  the f a l l o u t  w a s  t h e  proximate o r  so l e  cause of 

the i n j u r i e s  t o  the people of Rongelap and U t i r i k  and t o  t h e i r  proper- 

t ies .  Furthermore, the Committee n o t e s  t h a t  a d d i t i o n a l  tests were c a r r i e d  

out  a f t e r  t he  people were r e tu rned  and t h a t  they were f u r t h e r  exposed t o  

a d d i t i o n a l  r a d i a t i o n  which may have aggravated t h e i r  cond i t ion .  

Compensation - 

The Committee thus  recommends t h e  fol lowing k inds  and amounts of  com- 

pensa t ion .  

For the dea th  of Lekoj Anjain,  the Committee recornends t h a t  the 

amounts of S50,OOO b e  paid each t o  h i s  real  mother and f a t h e r  and t h a t  

t h i s  money be  disposed of i n  accordance with t h e i r  wishes. 

For those people who have had thyroid ope ra t ions  because of r a d i a t i o n -  

induced disease , the  Committee recommends t h a t  the sum of $2.5,000 each be  

paid t o  the persons a f f e c t e d .  

For the people  of I J t i r i k  who were displaced from t h e i r  i s l a n d  f o r  t h r e e  

months, t h e  C o r n i t t e e  recommends the  payment of $1,000 each as an “incon- 

venience payment” t o  supplement t h e  amount of $116 o f fe red  by t h e  Atomic 

Energy Commission. 
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4 .  Because of  t he  p e r s i s t i n g  concern by the  exposed and unexposed 

people of Rongelap and U t i r i k  a l i k e  concerning t h e  consumption of a l l  

l o c a l  food on t h e i r  i s l a n d s  and a to l l s  and concerning l i v i n g  on s a i d  

i s l a n d s  and . a t o l l s ,  i t  is  s t r o n g l y  recommended t h a t  t h e  United S t a t e s  

Government sponsor an independent,  i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y - s t a f f e d  radioecolo-  

g i c a l  survey of t h e  Rongelap and U t i r i k  A t o l l s  and t o  p r e s e n t  t h e  f ind-  

ings  and conclus ions  

l a p  and U t i r i k .  

i n  the  Marshallese Language t o  the people of  Ronge- 

5. Assuming t h a t  funds are e s t a b l i s h e d  f o r  t h e  Rongelap and U t i r i k  

A t o l l s  as recommended, i t  is recommended t h a t  agencies  of t h e  T r u s t  Terri-  

t o r y  Government inc luding ,  b u t  n o t  l i m i t e d  t o ,  t h e  Div is ions  of Community 

Development, Marine Resources, and Agr icu l ture  g i v e  t e c h n i c a l  and such 

o t h e r  advice  as may b e  necessary and proper t o  t h e  people of Rongelap and 

I J t i r i k  i n  u t i l i z i n g  money from t h e s e  funds t o  t h e  b e s t  p o s s i b l e  community 

purposes.  

6 .  It i s  recommended t h a t  t h e  Spec ia l  J o i n t  C o m i t t e e  cont inue  t o  assist 

the  people of Rongelap and U t i r i k  by providing information t o  them concern- 

i n g  i t s  recommendations and concerning the  exposure of the people  and af the 

two a t o l l s  and damages caused t h e r e t o ,  f o r  the express  purpose of forwtrdhg 

t h i s  information o r  a s s i s t i n g  i n  any way p o s s i b l e  such l e g a l  counsel  J1* 

people may engage should  events  warrant  l e g a l  proceedings.  The Cormit tee  s h a l l  

a l s o  assist  t h e  E4arshall I s l a n d s  D i s t r i c t  Government, inc luding  the IJi t i jela,  

i n  tak ing  g r e a t e r  r o l e  i n  handl ing f u t u r e  claims o r  complaints o f  t h e  people 

of Rmgelap and U t i r i k .  
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1 

I n  t h e  1973 r e p o r t  on Medical Aspects of t h e  March 1, 1954 i n c i d e n t ,  

t h e  Spec ia l  J o i n t  Committee made c e r t a i n  recommendations. 

i s  a l i s t i n g  of those  recommendations and what action--or l a c k  of action-- 

has  taken place.  

t h a t  p a s t  r e p o r t  which has  been t r a n s l a t e d  i n t o  t h e  Marshal lcse  language, 

t o  b e t t e r  inform t h e  people o f  U t i r i k  and Rongelap of what t h e  Committee 

what fol lows 

T h i s  material has  a l s o  been included i n  a summary of 

h a s  suggested and what has been done. 

United Nations 

The Committee recommended t h a t  a committee of  t h e  United Nations 

which works wi th  s c i e n t i f i c  matters i s s u e  an annual r e p o r t  on such exposed 

people as t h e  people  of t h e  Marshal ls ,  t h e  Americans and t h e  Japanace. 

Also  t h a t  s c i e n t i f i c  meetings on t h i s  s u b j e c t  be he ld ,  which was rec- 

by D r .  Rumatori. The J o i n t  Committee has  forwarded t h i s  recommendatioa 

t o  t h e  United Nat ions ,  b u t  has  n o t  had an answer. 

'rw 
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A t o m i c  Energy Commission 

1. The C o m m i t t e e  recormended t h a t  t h e  AEC f i n d  another  doctor  t o  r ep lace  

D r .  Knudsen. W e  made t h i s  recommendation both t o  insure better c a r e  f o r  

t h e  people of Rongelap and U t i r i k ,  and a l s o  t o  h e l p  t a k e  some of t h e  worry 

away from t h e i r  minds because t h e y  would know t h a t  medical a s s i s t a n c e  

would be a v a i l a b l e  t o  them when t h e  doc tor  comes on t h e  f i e l d  t r i p  sh ip .  

The ABC and W. Conard, and Dr. Kumangal of  t h e  Trus t  T e r r i t o r y  have a l l  

promised t o  f i n d  another  doc tor  when Dr. Knudsen leaves Micronesia. 

2. The Committee a l s o  recolmmended, becauee t w o  doc to re ,  I[h.. Kiraatorl 

and Dr. Cole from t h e  United S t a t e s  a l s o  recommended i t ,  t h a t  a h o 8 p i t a l  

s h i p  should v i s i t  t h e  islands r e g u l a r l y .  

W e  understand f r o m  D r .  Conard t h a t  t h e  Army w i l l  r a k e  a v a i l a b l e  a W U  

f o r  surveys of Rongelap and Utirik for t h e  1974 examinat ion,  and a l s o  

for o t h e r  t r i p s  t o  Rongelap and U t i r i k  dur ing  t h e  year. 

3. W e  recommended t h a t  t h e  AEC provide extra money t o  t h e  Truat  

Terr i tory f o r  any extra rooms or equipment for 

h o s p i t a l s .  

t h e  Yojuro and -3, 

W e  have found t h a t  t h i s  is not  necessary  8nd t b a t  t h e  AEC has  provided 

8 new t ra i ler  a t  t h e  Majuro h o s p i t a l  which will h e l p  wi th  the examinztiorrr. 

4. W e  recononended t h a t  t h e  AEC give  Dr. Conard more money t o  h e l p  make 
i 

his annual  exmlnat low. 

Dr. Conard ha8 r e p l i e d  t h a t  he has  enough money, however, it look# 13- 

because of extra examinations and for other reasons, that  t h e  AIPC riil bb 

speediag more money for t h e  surveys. 



.- 

Dr. Conard and Brookhaven Nat iona l  I n b r a t o r y  

We recoatmended t h a t  : 

1. The BKL team should ask permission t o  conduct t h e  survey ,  and not 

simply coae without  being i nv i t ed .  

We understand t h a t  Dr. Conard has  in t h e  pas t  w r i t t e n  t o  t h e  people  of 

U t i r i k  and Rongelap exp la in ing  about t h e i r  e x u i n a t i o n s  and i n d i c a t i n g  

t h a t  t h e y  rill com again.  

2. Dr, Conard should ask t o  haw, I s l and  meetings t o  exp la in  r e s u l t s  from 

t h e  last examination and t o  answer ques t ions .  

Dr. Conard ham 8dvised  us t h i s  w i l l  be done. 

3. During such a m e t i n g  Dr. Conard should a sk  i f  t h e  people want t o  

have a par ty .  We be l i eve  t h a t  t h e  people might pe rhaps  l i k e  to c o n t r i b u t e  

local food, i f  Dr. Conard brings such t h i n g s  a s  chicken and p i g s  so t h a t  

there w i l l  be enough food for everyone. 

Dr. Conard s a i d  t h a t  t h i s  w i l l  be done. 

4. W e  reommended t h a t  Dr.  Conard s tudy  c a r e f u l l y  t h e  recmendat&en# redr 

by t h e  four  Doctors, Kumatori, Ezaki, Pochio, and Cole. 

D r .  Conard h8e done t h i s  and may conduct a Special s t u d y  recornmen- +Ir m 

of t h e  doctors.  

5. W e  reemmended t h a t  Dr.  Conard give each person examined a wit- 

s ta te l ren t  i n  YlrshaLlese of t h e i r  generli flncFtligs. 

%%e 'has been dame. 



--T- 
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Tr uat T e r r i t o r y  Government 

1. W e  recommended t h a t  t h e  Trus t  T e r r i t o r y  Government b u i l d  on municipal  

land,  i n  U t i r i k  a f t e r  t a l k i n g  wi th  t h e  people ,  a d i spensary  and o t h e r  

d u a l  purpose bui ld ings  such a8 classrooms, which will enable  t h e  medical  

team t o  house a l l  of i t s  equipment and people ,  and a l s o  i n  which t o  

make examinations.  The cost should be p a i d  by t h e  AEC. 

Nothing has  been done on t h i s  and t h e  Committee w i l l  follow up. 

2. We recommended t h a t  t h e  o l d  tower on U t i r i k ,  because it is v e r y  o l d ,  

be taken down by t h e  Trust T e r r i t o r y  i f  t h e  people want t h i s  done. The 

Commi t t ee  w a s  a f r a i d  t h a t  i n  a s t r o n g  wind, t h e  tower might f a l l  down 

and h u r t  someone. Nothing has  been done. 

If t h e  people want t h i s  done, t h e y  should t e l l  t h e  d i s t r i c t  government 

a t  Maiuro. 

3. W e  recommended t h a t  t h e  AEC, and Dr. Conard, and t h e  T r u s t  T e r r i t o r y  

and t h e  J o i n t  Commi t t ee  a l l  work t o g e t h e r  t o  make an  e d u c a t i o n a l  program 

i n  Marshallese which w i l l  h e l p  t h e  people understand what bad happened 

t o  them. 

We understand t h a t  this h a s  Meen done and t h a t  Brookhaven is Davinu the 

cost of p r i n t i n g  t h i s  program i n  a book. 

4. W e  recommended t h a t  t h e  Trus t  T e r r i t o r y  w i l l  provide c e r t a i n  b e n e f i t s  

t o  t h e  people of Rongelap and [ I t i r i k  i f  t h e  Congress of Micronesia p8sees 

a l a w  for t h i r  purposea. 

Thls bas been done. 



5 .  We recoararended t h a t  t h e  BNL and t h e  AEC h e l p  give e x t r a  t r a i n i n g  t o  

zke -3eal7:h a i d e s  on Rongelap and U t l r i k  and t h a t  a monthly r e p o r t  be 

se=f 13 Sc ship or r a d i o  on t h e  h e a l t h  of t h e  people.  

5 7 - 5 2 ~  has been done about e x t r a  t ra in ing- -but  t h e r e  w i l l  be extra 

rslrrs 5.c 13r. Knudsen, and h i s  replacement.  W e  understand t h a t  t h e  

~rf~,l i lr reports rill be aen t  In and t h a t  t h i s  is s tandard  p r a c t i c e .  

5. W e  recoonaended t h a t  the Diviaioa of Ccmmunlty Development t r y  t o  

-be> Ybe people of U t i r i k  and Rongelap wi th  a s s i s t a n c e  i n  a g r i c u l t u r e ,  

12s.bs!rieat and h a n d i c r a f t  because we no ted ,  e s p e c i a l l y  on Rongelap, 

Z ~ Z  ma=?r of t h e  young people have left t h e  island and t h e  o l d e r  people 

Sf-sg l i r z l e  money. 

- T ~ - i i z g  has been done and we will fol low u p  on t h i s .  

l’%s C o a g g s s  of Micronesia  

i. We r e c o a w n d e d  t h a t  t h e  Congress of Micronesia pass a l a w  which w i l l  

-de tenef l ts  such as free t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  per diem and h e a l t h  care 

isr e-rrpsed and c o n t r o l  persona frm U t l r i k  and Rongckrp. 

- *  LP kas been  done, 

2. k reccximended t h a t  t h e  Congress,  working wi th  t h e  Department of 

W l r h  %-=vices and Dr. Conard, make a book for each c o n t r o l  and expoeed 

m m  e i c h  c o u l d  be used a8 i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  when t h e  people go I n t o  

1L.lrrro a- % e y e  for examln8t isn.  

-3 bas been changed. W e  have asked Lk. Conard t o  make l d e n t i f i c a t i e a  

e. r l t h  t h e  picture of each  person on it i n s t e a d  of books. 



Ti- - 

3. We recommended t h a t  our committee w r i t e  a summary of our r e p o r t  

and t h a t  it be p r i n t e d  i n  t h e  Marshallese language. 

This  has  been done and t h a t  is what you a r e  r ead ing  now. 

4.  We recommended t h a t  t h i s  Commi t t ee  con t inue  t o  go wi th  Dr. Conmd 

on t h e  annual  examinations t o  see t h a t  our recommendations are followed. 

Also, w e  recommended t h a t  t h e  Niti jela send a long  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s .  

The C o m m i t t e e  has  gone on two surveys 

year (1974). 

send someone, however, t h i s  may be d i f f i c u l t  because t h e  N i t  I je la 

and w i l l  go on t h e  one t h i s  

We have w r i t t e n  t o  t h e  N i t i j e l a  a sk ing  t h a t  t h e y  also -- 

meets a t  t h e  same t i m e  as t h e  survey. 

5. The C o m m i t t e e  recomended t h a t  its l i fe  be extended by t h e  Congress 

u n t i l  1975. 

This  has  been done. The C o m m i t t e e  w i l  exist u n t i l  March 31, 1975. 

The people of Rongelap and U t i r i k  

1. We recommended t h a t  t h e  people of Rongelap and U t i r i k  form F a l l o u t  

Survivors  Councils.  This a comaon p r a c t i c e  i n  Japan. The Comaittee fe l t  

t h a t  such groups l i k e  t h e s e  might be better a b l e  t o  expres s  their 

concerns or work f o r  c o r r e c t i o n s  or changes from t h e  District Qv-, 

t h e  T r u s t  T e r r i t o r y ,  t h e  AEC,  and D r .  Conard, by forming such lpcoups. 

The people of Rongelap have done t h i s  and t h e  Committee is very  happy 

about i t .  They have a l r e a d y  s e n t  letters wi th  q u e s t i o n s  t o  W .  Conard, 

and he has  answered,the ques t ions .  However, t h e  people of U t i r i k  ham 

not done t h i s  pet. 

- 

Other Recommendations and Actions Which Have Taken Place Since WW 
iibpart was rritteLn 

1. The Commit tee  recommended t h a t  t h e  AEC send a r e p r e s e n k i l ~ o  

l L 
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on t h e  1974 survey ,  so t h e  people  can make t h e i r  requea t  t o  t h e  A E .  

We have heard from t h e  ARC and Dr. Conard that this w i l l  be done. 

2. W e  have recommended t h a t  t h e  AEC supply t h e  money for Publ ic  I a w  5-52 

which provides  b e n e f i t s  t o  t h e  people  of Rongelap and U t i r i k .  

We understand t h a t  t h i s  w i l l  be done and t h a t  t h e  AEC w i l l  provide 

$20.000 the fk8t par. 

3. The C c a m i t t e e  has  recommended t h a t  t h e  $16,000 Inconvenience money 

I f o r  t h e  people of U t i r i k  which w a s  promieed by the AI#: i n  1970 be given 

t o  t h e  people. This money would be given wi th  t h e  understanding t h a t  

t h e r e  would be "no s t r ings  a t t a c h e d , "  t h a t  if t h e  people rece ived  t h i s  

money it did  not mean t h a t  t hey  could not r e c e i v e  more money later i f  

it was recomended by t h e  people or by t h e  ColPmi t tee .  

We untlerstand t h a t  t h e  AEC is ready  t o  provide $18,212 for t h e  157 people 

of U t i r i k  who were o r i g i n a l l y  expoaed. This r e p r e s e n t s  $116.00 per person. 

There w i l l  be no release of l i a b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  AEC ar t h e  U.S. Government 

if t h e  people t a k e  t h i s  money. 

is t o  receive t h e  money for a person who has  d ied .  

The only  problem t o  be so lved  now, is who 
-----1__1_ 

4. The Committee a l s s  advised t h e  ARC t h a t  it would he a good m a  t o  

f u l l y  e x p l a i n  t o  t h e  people of Bikini and Eniwetok a b o u t  r s d i a t i o n  before 

those  people are re tu rned  to t h e i r  island.. 

The AEC has s a i d  t h a t  it w i l l  d o  t h i s .  -- 

5. The C o m m i t t e e  a l s o  recommended t h a t  a survey  of s o i l ,  p l a n t s ,  fiah 

and so on be done dur ing  t h e  1974 euroey. 

Dr.  Conard uaid t h a t  this would be bene. 

Conclusion 

The Conanittee is ve ry  pleased t h a t  almost all of its rec-atl- 

have been c a r r i e d  a u t ,  i nc lud ing  those  t o  t h e  AEC,  Dr. Conard, t h e  !!'rust 

1 0 1 3 8 4 0  1 
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T e r r i t o r y ,  t h e  Congress,  and t h e  people  of Rongelap and U t i r i k .  The 

C o m m i t t e e  believes t h a t  i n  t h e  f u t u r e  t h e r e  rill be less problems and 

less misunderstanding between t h e  people and Dr. Conard, t h e  AX!, and 

1 

t h e  T r u s t  T e r r i t o r y .  The C o m m i t t e e  a l s o  wishes t o  po in t  out something. 

W e  have recommended t o  Dr. Canard, because of t h e  dea th  of U k o j  Anjain,  

t h a t  t h e  people r e c e i v e  a s p e c i a l  examination f o r  t h e i r  blood s ix  months 

I 

a f t e r  t h e  annual  survey. 

The Committee has  made o the r  recommendations which w i l l  mean t h a t  t h e  

people w i l l  see a doctor  come t o  t h e i r  i s l a n d  more o f t en .  The people 

of Rongelap and U t i r i k  must r e a l i z e  t h a t  t h i s  work is being c a r r i e d  ou t  

f o r  t h e i r  b e n e f i t .  However, problems which comes from t h i s  extra 

a t t e n t i o n  are: 1) t h e  people are bothered more o f t e n  from t h e s e  

examinations and v i s i t s ,  i n  o t h e r  words,  t h e i r  normal way of life w i l l  

become more and more upse t ,  and 2) because of t h e  extra a t t e n t i o n ,  t h e  

people  may worry m o r e  about g e t t i n g  s i c k .  However, t h e  C o m m i t t e e  reels 

t h a t  t h e  people should not  complain a b o u t  t h e  extra a t t e n t i o n  ana t h e  

d i a r u p t i o n  because t h e y  have asked f o r  more a t t e n t i o n  and t h i s  a t t e n t i o n  

about g e t t i n g  s i c k ,  but should worry less, because t h e y  are r e c e i v f n g  

more a t t e n t i o n .  

next  r e p o r t  on compensation. 

This  same problem w i l l  a lso be d iscussed  in t h e  Committse'm 

I n  sllllllpary, t h e  C o m m i t t e e  is g e n e r a l l y  p leased  t h a t  t h e  recoPPasndatiw-- 

many of  t h e 8  which have come from t h e  people themselves--have been 

followed through and have been done. 

C o m m i t t e e  w i l l  help t h e  people of Rongelap and U t i r i k  feel  bet- 

about ttreir f u t u r e  ia t h e  year@ to c m .  

W e  hope t h a t  t h i s  work of th. 
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I n  the  p a s t  rep,ort on medical a s p e c t s ,  t h e  Committee de fe r r ed  

conclusions regarding c e r t a i n  information u n t i l  i t  had r ece ived  f u r h e r  

f u r t h e r  material from D r .  Conard. Below are l i s t e d  t h e  page numbers 

on which t h e  ques t ionab le  areas appeared in' t h e  p a s t  r e p o r t  and t h e  

Commit tee's determinat ion.  

p.  105. It w a s  noted t h a t  no germ ce l l  s t u d i e s  had been made on t h e  

a f f e c t e d  Ronga.lapese. D r .  Conard's r e p l y  c a l l s  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  f a c t  

t h a t  such s t u d i e s  invo lve  c e r t a i n  steps which might prove pe r sona l ly  

o b j e c t i o n a b l e  t o  Ffarshallese custom. 

p.  116. Over 100 ques t ions  were submitted t o  D r .  Conard and comprehensive 

answers were supp l i ed  t o  t h e  C o d t  tee. 

p .  145. 

been e a t i s f a c t o r i l y  answered, 

The passage about medical treatment of t h e  Rongelapese has  

p .  147 This p a r t  of tho r e p o r t  d-rralt with what appears t o  be -- 
of t h e  people  be ing  used as "guinea pigs" i n  an immonoligical ream- 

t o  t e t a n u s  toxoid,  D r .  Conard has  responded t h a t  t h i s  was drte to .a 

immunization program which w a s  be ing  c a r r i e d  o u t  f o r  a l l  people  of a 
Marshalls a t  t h a t  t i m e .  

p .  148. 

a thyroid, a parathyroid warn arcidlatdl4 mrml. 

Here it is i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  during an o p e r a t i o n  f o r  rcmov&l &f 
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Treatment 

11112-p. 97--In t h e  h o s p i t a l  summary of surgery  on case no. 2 1 ,  
i t  i s  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e  pa ra thy ro id ,  a long wi th  t h e  thy ro id  
gland,  w a s  u n i n t e n t i o n a l l y  removed, and t h a t  t h e  p a t i e n t  i s  
on medicat ion t o  c o r r e c t  t h i s .  

Quest ion : Was the  p a t i e n t  informed of t h i s  a c c i d e n t a l  removal? 
Was t h i s  i n c i d e n t  a f a c t o r  i n  having f u t u r e  p a t i e n t s  t r anspor t ed  
t o  t h e  mainland i n  o rde r  t h a t  expe r t s  i n  thy ro id  surgery  such 
a s  D r .  Colcock might opera te?  

A: 
t h e  pa ra thy ro id  glands i s  no t  an in f r equen t  occurrence even with 
t h e  b e s t  t hy ro id  surgeons.  The p a t i e n t  r e f e r r e d  t o  w a s  informed 
about t h e  removal of t h e  thy ro id  and pa ra thy ro id  g lands  and impressed 
wi th  t h e  need f o r  s tr ict  t rea tment  regimen. The subsequent t r a n s f e r  
of Marshal lese  thy ro id  p a t i e n t s  t o  the  U.S.  c e n t e r s  w a s  done t o  
i n s u r e  more s p e c i a l i z e d  examinations and t rea tment .  

During thyroidectomy inadve r t en t  removal of one o r  more of  
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MEDICAL DEPARTMENT 

.--.A 

May 18, 1973 

Senator Olympio T. Borja, Chairman 
Special Joint Committee on 
Rongelap and Utirik Atolls, 
Congress of Micronesia 
Saipan, Mariana Islands 96950 

Dear Senator Borja: 

The following comments concern your Special Committee's Report on 
Rongelap and Utirik. 

The report is well written and the Committee is to be commended on the 
vast amount of work that went into compiling such a comprehensive document. 
The reports of the observers were most gratifying to us, particularly such 
statements as in the final paragraph of Dr. Ezaki's report. Generally, the 
report of the Committee appeared to be favorable to the medical examinations. 
It appeared to me, however, that some of the statements made that are 
critical of the medical examinations are at variance with those made by the 
medical observers. Some comments I do not feel to be justified and some are 
in error. 
understanding of medical procedures by the Committee, I thought you would 
like to have them brought to your attention, in the interest of accuraw, 

While some of these criticisms are probably due to lack of 

One area concerned the inference that our medical reports were mbmd 

Most of the doctors who have participated in the examhatioar; 
by AEC influence. 
the reports. 
are promi-mmt in the field of medical research and because of this, e 
justifiably cautious about drawing conclusions concerning results MLid bazarbr 
without adequate statistical proof. 
guidelines have been derived largely from the "International Commission on 
Radiological Protection" (not from AEC). 

This seemed to be based on some degree of con8arvctiant in 

With regard to hazard evaluatien, 

May I point out again that members of the medical examining m 
Ila nEt highly capable and noted physicians from private inst$i.utions. 

work for the  AEC nor for other government agencies. 
special medical knowledge and expertise, and often go on the surv8y e 
considerabfe personal sacrifice. 

They are picad fo r  rz lcP~  

Another area of criticism that I d o  not believe jwtif- %be 
€act that o t  t h w s  our  scientific curiosity was placed before W- 

need of &ha peeple". 
antibiotics were u s e d  in the treatment of early blood cell depresdid, &n tB* 
Rongelap people since it would obscure medical findings. 

Tks example was presented that RO prcphyl- 

It should be pointed 
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Senator Olympio T. borja 2. May 18, 1973 

out that this decision had nothing to do with scientific curiosity, but 
was the considered opinion that it was the best management. 
example concerned the delay in starting thyroid treatment in the retarded 
children, as related to scientific curiosity. 
that the early growth retardation in the children was not recognized as 
being related to thyroid injury until abnormality of that gland was noted. 
Treatment was instituted as soon as this fact was apparent. It should be 
realized that there was no reason for the doctors at first to suspect that 
the hormone levels in the Marshallese were in error, since at that time it 
was not known that the plasma of the Micronesian people had abnormal levels 
of blood proteins which masked true thyroid hormone levels. 
laboratory methods for evaluation of thyroid status which are available today 
had been available at that time, hormonal deficiency could undoubtedly have 
been recognized and treatment in the children started earlier. 

Another 

It is a statement of fact 

If the specific 

I believe that the criticism of certain other procedures such as use 
of tetanus toxoid, fertility test, etc. have been adequately commented upon 
in our answers to your questions which we recently submitted to you. 

I believe the Committee and observers were justified in their criticism 
in the area of communication and education of the people about the examinations. 
We realize that we have not been able to get the people to understand fully 
the nature of the radiation effects, the need for the continued examinations, 
the need for rationale of treatment used, etc. Also ,  we have failed to get 
the unexposed Rongelap people in the comparison population to understand 
the importance of their contribution in the examinations of their exposed 
brethren. 
by attempting in each case examined to: 1) verbally explain our findings 
at the finish of the examination; 2) and later submit a written statement 
in Marshallese to the individual about the results of the examination. In 
addition, summary copies of examinations will be furnished the home island 
as well as each district medical center. 
the Trust Territory in educational programs designed to help the people 
better understand the nature of radiation and its effects. During the 
surveys we will attempt to observe carefully aspects of Marshallese culture 
in relation with our dealings with the people. 

We will make every effort to follow the Committee's recommendations 

We will be glad to cooperate +&a 

I am in complete accord with the recommendation that services of P 

physician be provided in the Marshalls to gjTre special medical care to the 
Rongelap and Utirik people. 
job, cannot be persuaded to stay on, he should be replaced, if at all 
possible. Due to transportation difficulties in the Marshalls, the recommendation 
concerning procurement of a medical ship to implement the travel of such a 
physician to the outer islands is deemed highly desirable. 

If Dr. Knudsen, who has been doing an excellent 

Dr. Kumatori's suggestion that further cytogenetic studies be done 6n 
the Marshallea in order to detect late effects e€ radiation will be duly 
considered. I am in agreement with his suggestion that the United Nations 
sponsor an international scientific meeting on the effects of radiation on 
exposed populations. 
sponsor such a meeting. 

Perhaps the World Health Organization might better 
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Senator Olympio T. orja 3.  May 18 ,  1973 

With regard to the Committee's recommendation to the AEC concerning new 
facilities at Ebeye and Majuro for our examinations, it should be stated 
that at this time the new examination trailers that have been installed by 
the AEC in conjunction with the hospitals on these islands are deemed 
adequate for our examinations. 

I was most pleased with the excellent speech that you made, Senator Borja, 
to the people of Rongelap at the time of our 1973 examinations. 
gratifying that you told the people in straightforward manner that according 
to the reports of the medical observers, the examinations that we were 
carrying out were good for the people, the treatment that we were giving 
them was good for them, and that they should cooperate in the future with 
the examinations. It is with this spirit of mutual understanding that I would 
like to see us carry on with the examinations, knowing that we have the 
trust and cooperation of the Marshallese people, as well as the Congress 
of Micronesia. I am confident that we can work together for the future 
health and welfare of the people. 

It was 

S incer e ly , 
,' 

-7 .'7 ,=: ( , ' , , l . .  .~-- ,-.*. -.. 
' - .  <....' . -3 

Robert A.  Conard, M.D. 

lRbf 
cc: High Commissioner, Trust Territory 

Director of Health Services, Trust Territory 
Department of the Interior, Washington, D.C. 
Director, Div. Biomed. and Environmental Res., AEC 

Dr, V.P. Bond, Associate Director, BWI, 
Dr. E.P. Cronkite, Chairman, Medical Dept., BNL 

Washington, D.C. 
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Medical  Research Council 

reference 

MRC Department of Clinical Research 
University College Hospital Medical School 
University Street, London WC1 E 6JJ 

telephone 01 -387 9300 ext 188 

26th  March 1973 

Dear Senator  Bor ja ,  

I a m  most g r a t e f u l  t o  you f o r  sending  m e  a copy of your 
Committee's Report t o  Congress, which I have r e a d  w i t h  g r e a t  
i n t e r e s t ,  

I n o t i c e d  one appa ren t  error i n  p re sen ta t ion .  On page 
102 i t  is noted t h a t  "One of the Committee's c o n s u l t a n t s  
estimated ... " a 39 i n c r e a s e  i n  r a d i a t i o n ,  and I t ake  t h i s  
t o  r e f e r  t o  my own r e p o r t  which sugges t s  such a f i g u r e .  If 
so, I ought t o  po in t  o u t  t h a t  t h e  fo l lowing  sen tence  is no t  
correct s i n c e  I n e i t h e r  d id  s ta te  t h a t  l*such a s m a l l  amount 
w a s  n o t  l i k e l y  t o  be harmful" nor  would cons ide r  that t h e r e  
w a s  evidence on which t o  make such an a s s e r t i o n ,  excep t  i n  
t h e  s t r i c t l y  l i m i t e d  sense  t h a t  harmful e f f e c t s  a r e  n o t  
* ' l i ke ly f1  - i.e. would n o t  occur  f r e q u e n t l y  - as  a r e s u l t  of 
low doses  or s m a l l  increments  t o  a given dose. 

I t  is p o s s i b l e  however t h a t  t h i s  second sen tence  w a s  
in tended  t o  refer t o  a d i f f e r e n t  c o n s u l t a n t  s i n c e  I see t h a t  on 
page 216 P ro fes so r  Kuma tor i ' s r e p o r t  s ta tes t h a t  "However, t h e  
amount of f a l l o u t  D u e  t o  t h e  fo l lowing  t e s g  w a s  n o t  so much 
to  i n j u r e  them", 

This  p o i n t  c l e a r l y  r e q u i r e s  no formal  c o r r e c t i o n  %fnce 
my s t a t emen t  is e v i d e n t  from my r e p o r t ,  b u t  I thought you WSU- 
wish j u s t  t o  have a note of it. 

Yours  s i n c e r e l y ,  

Sena to r  Olympio T. Borja  
Congress of Micrones l a  
Saipan 
Mariana I s l a n d s  96WO. 

.-I 
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UNITED STATES 

ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20545 

Honorable Olympio T. Borja  
Chairman, Spec ia l  J o i n t  Committee 

Concerning Rongelap and U t i r i k  
Congress of Micronesia  
Sa ipan ,  Mariana I s l a n d s  96950 

Dear Senator  Borja:  

This  i s  i n  response  t o  your let ter of A p r i l  23, 1973, wi th  t h e  enclosed 
copy of your i n t e r e s t i n g  r e p o r t .  Your committee i s  t o  be complimented 
f o r  i t s  hard  work i n  p u r s u i t  of i t s  mission.  
t h e  s e v e r a l  matters d iscussed  i n  your l e t te r .  

The fol lowing addresses  

The Atomic Energy Commission has  r ece ived  a r e q u e s t  from M r .  S t a n l e y  S. 
Carpenter  of t h e  Department of t he  I n t e r i o r  on behalf  of t h e  High 
Commissioner of t h e  T r u s t  T e r r i t o r y  t o  e n t e r  i n t o  an execut ive  agree-  
ment r e l a t i v e  t o  Micronesian Pub l i c  Law N o .  5-52. In  a response  t o  
M r .  Carpenter ,  I have expressed AEC's  i n t e r e s t  i n  d i scuss ing  with the  
Department of  t h e  I n t e r i o r  the  funding by AEC of r e sea rch - re l a t ed  
s e r v i c e s  as they  may be provided under t h a t  l a w .  The d i s t r i b u t i o n  of 
funding must take i n t o  account  t h e  au thor ized  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  of t h e  
T r u s t  T e r r i t o r y  Government t o  provide  r o u t i n e  medical c a r e  i n  t h e  P a c i f i c  
I s l a n d s  and of AEC t o  cunduct r e s e a r c h - r e l a t e d  a c t i v i t i e s .  

It i s  my understanding t h a t  D r .  Knudsen has  provided va luab le  m-cf l  
s e r v i c e  t o  t h e  people  of Rongelap and U t i r i k .  
r e t u r n  t o  t h e  Marshall I s l a n d s  D i s t r i c t ,  t h e  AEC has  approved recruf tment  
of  a replecement €or him. I n  c o n t r a s t  t o  t h e  l a r g e  meddcal manpower pool 
of  the  U .  S .  Pub l i c  Heal th  Se rv ice ,  AEC and i t s  c o n t r a c t o r s ,  i nc lud ing  
l a b o r a t o r i e s ,  employ r e l a t i v e l y  few phys ic ians  and, accord ingly ,  have a 
l imi t ed  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  r ec ru i tmen t  of a s u i t a b l e  phys ic ian .  However, i f  
t h e  r ec ru i tmen t  becomes necessary ,  Dr . Conard, wi th  the  a s s i s t a n c e  of 
t h e  d i s t ingu i shed  phys ic ian  members of h i s  survey team@, &auld 40 a U e  
t o  o b t a i n  t h e  s e r v i c e s  of an i n t e r e s t e d  and q u a l i f i e d  phys ic ian .  TQU 
may be  assured  t h a t  AEC w i l l  assist  Dr. Conard i n  t h i s  mat-.  

I f  br. Knudsen (loss Mt 

I 
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AUG 2 1 1973 Honorable Olympio T.  Bor j a  - 2 -  

I have been informed by Dr. Conard t h a t ,  i n  view of Lekoj Anjain's  
dea th ,  he  w i l l  have a s p e c i a l  team conduct a hematologic survey du r ing  
t h e  i n t e r i m  pe r iod  between t h e  annual surveys.  
be p o s s i b l e  t o  d e t e c t  any d i s e a s e - r e l a t e d  hematologic abnormali t ies  
a t  an e a r l y  s t a g e .  

In  t h i s  way i t  should 

R e l a t i v e  t o  the funding of Dr .  Conard's work, t h e  l e v e l  of AEC 
f i n a n c i a l  support  has  enabled h i s  surveys t o  inc lude  an ex tens ive  
b a t t e r y  of r e l e v a n t  tests. A s  need arises f o r  a d d i t i o n a l  procedures 
o r  p r o j e c t s ,  D r .  Conard s u b m i t s  h i s  r e q u e s t s  t o  AEC where they are 
considered f o r  approval by our s t a f f .  
t h e  a c q u i s i t i o n  of  a v e s s e l  t o  be used by Dr. Knudsen and the  medical 
survey teams as w e l l  as by o t h e r  AEC-sponsored biomedical and r ad io -  
l o g i c a l  groups. 
t o  Rongelap and U t i r i k  a t o l l s .  

In  f a c t ,  AEC i s  now consider ing 

Such a v e s s e l  would make p o s s i b l e  more f r equen t  v i s i t s  

With r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  concern of t h e  people over e a t i n g  c e r t a i n  foods,  
on ly  one food item, t h e  coconut c rab ,  was r e s t r i c t e d  i n  the p a s t ,  and 
t h a t  r e s t r i c t i o n  was l i b e r a l i z e d  for  Rongelap r e c e n t l y .  It i s  un fo r tu -  
n a t e  t h a t  the populat ion h a s  been f e a r f u l  of e a t i n g  o t h e r  foods which 
have been considered s a f e  f o r  consumption. 
probably t h e  most e f f e c t i v e  means of combating t h i s  f e a r .  Your committee 
and o t h e r  r e spec ted  Micronesian c i t i z e n s  are probably b e s t  a b l e  t o  a s s u r e  
t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  of the i s l a n d s  o f  t he  s a f e t y  of t hose  foods. D r .  Conard 
h a s  informed u s  t h a t  he  and members of h i s  s c i e n t i f i c  team w i l l  c o n t r i b -  
u t e  t h e i r  s c i e n t i f i c  e x p e r t i s e  i n  support  of t h i s  important  educa t iona l  
program. 

Repeated r eas su rance  i s  

I have brought t o  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  of AEC personnel  who conduct r a d i o l o g i c a l  
surveys i n  t h e  Marshal l  I s l a n d s  your suggest ion concerning another r a d i o -  
l o g i c a l  survey of Rongelap and U t i r i k  and a subsequent r e p o r t  on the 
survey t o  be w r i t t e n  i n  t h e  Marshal lese  language, You undoubtedly are 
aware t h a t  AEC surveyed B i k i n i  A t o l l  a t  va r ious  times from 1967 t o  1972, 
and r e c e n t l y  conducted a survey of Eniwetok A t o l l  from October 1972 t o  
February 1973. A t  p r e sen t ,  t he  ex tens ive  d a t a  accumulated du r ing  thio 
l a t e s t  survey are being analyzed. It i s  our  wish to  have t h e  Eniwetok 
people f u l l y  informed of  t h e  r e s u l t s  of  t he  survey i n  o rde r  t h a t  they 
may p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  a knowledgeable manner i n  t h e  dec i s ions  and planning 
€or t h e i r  r e t u r n  t o  the Eniwetok A t o l l .  W e  a r e  i n  f a c t  taking the 
necessary a c t i o n  t o  have the  e s s e n t i a l  r e su l t s  of t h i s  survey m a d e  
a v a i l a b l e  i n  t h e  Marshal lese  language. 



Honorable Olympio T .  Borja  - 3 -  AUG 2 1 1973 

Your information as t o  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  of D r .  Conard and t h e  Brookhaven 
team t o  AEC i s  c o r r e c t .  
c i a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of AEC. 
of t h e  I s l a n d s  t o  communicate wi th  an AEC r e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  I w i l l  sugges t  
t h a t  e i t h e r  Mr. Streenan o r  another r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  accompany Dr. Conard's 
team during the  n e x t  medical survey. 

D r .  Conard i s  n e i t h e r  an employee nor an o f f i -  
I n  view of t h e  d e s i r e  of the i n h a b i t a n t s  

With r e g a r d  t o  your r e q u e s t  f o r  information or advice,  p l e a s e  l e t  m e  
r e a s s u r e  you t h a t  AEC s t a f f  w i l l  coopera te  wi th  your S p e c i a l  Committee 
t o  t h e  e x t e n t  of t h e i r  c a p a b i l i t i e s .  

I r e g r e t  the de lay  i n  t h i s  r e p l y  and t r u s t  t h a t  I have c l a r i f i e d  our 
p o s i t i o n  on t h e s e  m a t t e r s  of mutual i n t e r e s t .  

S i n c e r e l y ,  

Clarence E .  Labson 
Act ing Chairmdn 

c c :  M r .  S .  S. Carpenter ,  Dept. of I n t e r i o r  
Hon. E. E. Johns ton ,  High Commissioner, 

T r u s t  T e r r i t o r y  of  t h e  P a c i f i c  I s l a n d s  
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Public Law 88-485 
88th Coagresa, H. R. 1988 

August 22,  1964 

an 2tct 78 STAT. 590. 

To provide for the nettlemeat of claims of certain resideuts of the Truut Territory 
of the Paciec Islanda. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Re esentativee of the 
u& states of America in Cong.res8 aseembkrThat the Congress 
herebr amumes compassionate res nsibility to compensate inhabit- 
ants in fhe Rongelap Atoll, in t g  Trust Territory of the Pacific 
Islands, for radiation exposures sustained by them as a result of SI 
thermonuclear detonation at Bikini Atoll in the Marshall Islands 011 
March 1,1954. 

SEC. 2. There is authorized to be appropriated for such purpose Out 
of the Trensury of the United States the sum of $950,000 to be 
expended by the Secretary of the Interior (hereinafter referred to as 
the usBcretary”) in the manner hereinafter provided. After deduct- 
ing the amount rovided for in section 5 hereof, the Secretary shall 
pay the remringr in equal amounts to each of the affected inhabit- 
ants of Ron lap, except that (a) with respect to ench such inhabitant 
who has dieTbefore receipt of such ayment, the Secreta shall pay 
such sum to the heirs or legatees or  such inhabitant, a s  (b) with 
respect to any such inhabitant xho is less than twenty-one years of 
age or who has been adjudged incompetent or insane, pa ment shall 

person, or institution for his benefit. 
SEC. 3. The Secretary shall give advice concerning prudent financial 

management to each person receivin a payment pursuant to this Act, 
to the end that each such m n  xi11 fave information as to methods of 
oonserving his funds a n g s  to suitable objects for xhich such funds 
ma beex nded. 

!&c. 4. r p a y m e n t  made under the rovisions of this Act shall be 
in full settlement and discharge of all $aims against the United States 
arising out of the thermonuclear detonation on March 1,1954. 
SEC. 5. The Secmtary is authorized to y reasonable attorney fees 

for legal services rendered on behalf of tc people of Rongelap prior 
to the date of enactment of this Act. Such fees shall be paid out cf 
the funds authorized to be ap ropriated in &ion 2 of this Act, but 
the total of such fees paid shag not exceed 5 per centum of the appm- 

SED. 6. The decisions of the Secretary in carrying out the p r o v i h  
of this Act & d l  Bc Ann1 and not subject to rev-. 
Approved August 22, -44 

be made, in the discretion of the Secretary, to n parent, re f ative, other 

priatea funds. 

LEGISLATIVE HISTORY: 

WUSE REPORT No. 110 ( C m .  on InterIor & Insular Affairs). 
SENATE RepoRT No. 1257 (Cmm, on Inter lor  & Insular Affairs). 
C0)BGrnSIONAL mom 

: Apr. 1, oonsldered and p s s e d  &we. 
t July  11, -1dem.d and passed S e m t e ,  amenctect. 

Aug. 12, House concurred In Sclrrte 

fbngelap A t o l l .  
Rsdiation v l o -  
t ims, ompen- 
mation. 

A t t o r n e y  fees. 
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From M r o s h i n a  C i t y  A-Boxib Survivor's Assistance Procedure Code - Prornotional Fucd 

Survivors  - S p e c i a l  il-ijomb Survivors  Trea tnent  .Ulowance - Xadiat ion Grain Daclage 
During Preznancy - Approved Survivor 's  Funeral  Fee - Survivor ' s  Aid Dispatch Fee 
I ssued  o r  Dispatched - Persons under t h e s e  Categor ies  should apply  as followS: 

for A-Bomb Survivor 's  LIealth E x m i n a t i o n  - lielf are Allowance f o r  P h y s i c a l l y  Danlaged ! 

I 

Special 
A 1  lowance 

Medical 
A 1  lowance 

Approved c-Eonb pat icI i t  (s ickpess  and i l l n e s s  siffccted bv L ' T  
A-Sonib, approvzti uy t h e  m i n i s t e r  of Yiclfare as  A-Bomb ~ i a t i e n t )  
who h a s  t h e  approval  of ths type  of s i c k p e s s  and i l l n e s s  and now ' 
cont inued t o  be a f f e c t e d  w i l l  be Issucd: 

* Amount.. . . .monthly Y10,OOO. 00 o r  Y5,OOO.  00 
* F u r t h e r ,  on t h e  al lowance,  approved s u b j e c t  persot:, wi fe  

and dependents who each  has b c l o i y ,  4 4 8 , 4 0 0 . 0 0  of tax- 1 

i deduct ion  on t h e i r  p rev ious  year  income w i l l  receive-ii 
monthly allowance of Y l 0 , O O O .  00. Person between 448,401.00 1 
to Y54,700.00 w i l l  be i s s u e d  Y5,OOO.OO monthly. When 
exceedin!: Y51,700.00, none i ssued .  

Approved A-Bonb p a t i e n t ,  who is approved by t h e  h f in i s t e r  of Vel- 
f a r e  on t h e i r  s i c k n e s s  and i l l n e s s  and now r e c e i v i n g  medical 
car0 a t  a s p e c i f i e d  medical f a c i l i t y  w i l l  be i s s u e d  t h e  fol low- 
i n g ,  bas ing  on t h e i r  h o s p i t a l i z a t i o n  arid o u t - p a t i e n t  days: 

* H o s p i t a l i z a t i o n  only  f o r  over  8 days...monthly Y6,OOO.OO- 
u p  t o  7 days-monthly Y4,OOO.OO. 

*Out-paticnt on ly  over  3-days.. .monthly Y6,OOO. 00-up t o  2 
days-monthly-44,000.00. 

* H o s p i t a l i z a t i o n  and o u t - p a t i e n t  each  over  one day...monthly 
4G,OOO. 00. 

*Fur ther ,  on t h e  i s s u e ,  approved A-Bomb s u b j e c t  person ,  wi fe  
and depondents who each  had below Y48,400.00 on t h e i r  

1 

I I income-tax deduct ion f o r  t h c  prev ious  y e a r  only.  
Treatment Approved A-Bomb p a t i e n t  and s p e c i a l  A-Bonb p a t i e n t s  who h a s  been I 
A 1 1 owance decided by t h e  h l i n i s t e r  of \ \ 'elfare a5  s p e c i a l  i l l n e s s  (person who 

has d i f f i c u l u  i n  t h e i r  l i v i n g  a t  horn and e s p o c i s i Q  fanAs.al 
when l i v i n g  a l o n e )  I s  issued when they  have pa id  t h e i r  treatmmbg 
bills under t h e  c a r e  of an approved medical &f3e@arw 

*Issu ing  amount b y  t r e a t m a 6  &a#s: 
Above 20 days 410,COO.OO (Fr'ovitied wnen tkn aettrol  trcr*t* 
10-19 days Y7,50@,00 ment cost is a'bo*e the iarsuir 
Up t o  9 d a y s  Y5,OOO.OO amount, t h e  a c t u a l  amount is W- 

sucd. ) 
*Fur ther ,  t h e  i s s u e  w i l l  be l i m i t e d  t o  t h e  s u b j e c t  A-Bomb 

s u r v i v o r ,  wi fe  and h i s  dependents when t h e i r  previous gear 

I 
t ax-deduct ion is below 448,400.00 each. 

Health Of t h e  s p e c i a l  A-Donib s u r v i v o r s ,  i s s u e d  o n l y  t o  persons who ltava 
Management 
A 1  3o*mce i 

i 

fo l lowing  s p e c i a l  illness as s p e c i f i e d  by the M i n i s t e r  of WerXam: 
* 1) Above 55 years old, 2) s p e c i f i e d  &ysZcal illwss by th8 

M i n i s t e r  of  Welfare ( b l i d ,  d e a f ,  hand and leg d i f f i c u l t l a s  a8 1 

sp6cPfi.e.d amdw t.lr Hatianal Retilrcrnent Heal th  Bt?ntH&t #f Clasrr  ' 

1 aud 2, persons tvhcr have s c a r s  on t h e i r  f a c e s  and o t h e r s  from 
the h-%laR$, kPuin4aaqges f x m  t h e  A-PambJ, 3) matrilemil head I 
or f a m i l y  (scmf-matri leaeal) .  I 

4t1 I ssu ing  amount - month 44,000,Qb. 
* F u r t h e r ,  i s s u e  w i l l  be l i m i t e d  to  t h e  s u b j e c t  A d ~ r a b  vhet%m, 

w i f e  and dcpcndents when t h e i r  previous year tax-dedusthda 
was below Y48,400.00 each. 

* I t  does not a p p l y  t o  persons  who are r e c e i v i n g  the 0pacLal 
a1 f otmumt. 
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From tile Spec ia l  Procedure i n r i  es t a b l i s h c d  f o r  tlie Ator,ic Sonb su rv ivo r s ,  special 
allowance, h e a l t h  managclwnt allowance, t reat7,ent  allowance, n c d i c n l  allowance 
and f u n e r a l  fees are al lotecl ,  pc r son  w;io f a l l s  under t!iis c n t q o r y  should a p p l y  
as f o l l o w s :  

KIND O F  
ALLOT MEETS 

Promot ioi ia l  
Fund f o r  A-Bomb 
S u r v i v o r ' s  
H c  n 1 i. h Exam i nz- 
t i o n  

Welf ewe al lowance 
for A-D0m.b s u r v  i v v r s  
of p h y s i c a l  handi- 
cap. 

Addi t iona l  money 
ove r  t h e  treatment 
a 11 owance 

Treatment Pee €or 
s e r i o u s  b r a i n  
damages from 
r a d j  a t  ion 
Approved A-Bomb 
Surv ivor s  f u n e r a l  
fee 
Dispatch  of a i d  mem- 
ber to A-Bomb Sur- 
v i v o r ' s  f ami ly  

'!il,l bc  i s sued  io ?,-:>cixb victi!fis who rccc ived  t h e i r  gene ra l  
3hy:; i cr?  1 c %:::it i i i a  t i o ri the To 1 1 ow i ng : 

Fcrson who w i l l  be issued: 
1) Accord i : i g  to tkc Hirc;shirna CZ.ty J k a l t h  IRsurance 

p r o v i s i o n  wi;ere t h e  irrs\;rancc arrount was reduced 
dur ing  t h e  previous yea r  o r  abnlisrled.  

tected pcrson. 
2 )  Accorcliiig t o  the L, ivJ .uC Protect ion Law a pro- 

3 )  I'orson who i s  zdr t i t t ed  i n  an old a(:c home. 
4 >  According t o  t h e  Enicrgcncy Uncmployinent Law, an  approved 

5) I3es idc  the  above examples ,  person v:ho i s  c a t o g o r i z r d  un- 
uncmploycd. 

t a x i b l e  unt icr  t h e  C i t y  o rd inance  f o r  t h e  year i nc lud ing  
a 1  1 f a m i l y  nicinbers. 

6 )  Issuance of '1'500.00 p c r  pcrson f o r  clne t i m e .  
7 )  The iiun:ber of t i n s  i s s u e d  per pcrsciii per f i s c a l  yca:r is riot nore 

tlizn two ( 2 )  tinics. 
3y a c t i o n  cjf t h e  A-Bomb, pcrson who becaiw a phys ica l  handi- 
x p .  Tiic nmount of daitisgc catcogorized ur,itcr t h e  phys i ca l  
iandicap wolfare Law No. 5 n s  s p e c i a l  v i c t i m s  c l a s s i f i e d  
ts I b .  1 KO. 2 arid No. 3 .  
C t lonthly issuance 4'2,060. 00. 
t Limi ted  t o  A-Bomb victirii s u b j e c t  pcrsion, w i fe  and de- 

peiidonts who each had I)c\low Y39,200.00 deducted from t h e i r  
n rcv ious  year  income tax. 

Jr,r:cr t h e  S p e c i a l  Fpoccdiirc Law for percons  who are r ece iv -  
ing the t rca tmcnt  a1lotr:Ieiit 'Jut t h e  trcAatmcnt f e e  have 
>xcccdcd t h e  a l lo tmen t  ! v i 1 1  Lz i s s u c d  as  fo l lows :  
C I s s u i n g  amount when trentincIit cxcecds  

20 d e y S  Ui. n10i-c Y 1 0 , O O O .  00 
10-19 days  Y7'500.00 
u n t i l  9 days  Y S ,  000.00 

( P r o v i d e d  when a c t u a l  c o s t  is below a l l o t m e n t ,  the actual 
amount is iss i isd.)  

t I s s u i i i g  amount f o r  t reat incnt  over 15 days V5,000. 00 
Bel.ow 15 days Y2,500.00 

Yhen ar. approved A-Bomb v i c t i m  dies, a auin i o  issucd t o  the 
Ierson v:ho pcrforms t h c  f u n c r a l .  
b PCY death-person t h e  isaih!: aniou.?t Y10,003.00 
Ihcn a n  A-I3oiiib v i c t i m  carmot cr3nduct h i s  d a i l y  l i v i n g  due 
:o phys ica l  anti s p i r t u a l  dainages, d i sp< i i ch  is  n;lc!c to tlic 
\-Bonb i a m i l i e s  who has  d i f f i c u l t i e s  j n  t h e i r  d a i l y  l i v i n g :  . 
The s c a l e  o€ d i s p a t c h :  
1 )  Due t o  i ,hysical  hantiiccp a n d  i l l n e s s ,  when t h o  

v i c t im  cannot  conduct h i s  d a i l y  i i v i n g  and when* 
no onc i s  z v a i l n b l e  to a s s i s t .  

3) Assigiiment, once or more pe r  week. 
I )  LOW incone bracket f c m i l y  , c a t e g o r i z e d  as 
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F u n e r a l  Fee 
8)  le\:ki:rnia ( d i r e c t l y  af fcctcd persons o n l y ) .  i 

1 In rlcath of thc sl)eci;ll A-Doi:ib s u r v i v o r s ,  w i t h  thc excieptlon 

* Kind of s i c k n e s s  a l l o t m e n t  is issued: 
1) Anemia-interrupted c e l l s  ( a l l ) ,  2) l iVer-fUnCtlOn 

damages ( e x c l u d e  h e p a t i t i s  and ) *  
3) Cancer of serious new growth ( a l l ) ,  4) dlabitis, 
damage to u r i n a l  organs, extrc1r.e menstrual i r r c g u l a r -  
i t l c s ,  sterile a n d  f a l l o p i n  t1.ibe darniigcs, s t e r i l i t y ,  
sperrnless  male organ dainagcs; 5) bleeding of the bratn- 
m e n i n g l t l s  blcccl ing,  6 )  h i g h  blood pressure  and hardcn- 
ing of blood vcsscls , 7)  k i d n c y  i nvolvcment-uremia, 

when not kriown if the dcstth wa.s caused by A-Domb a f f e c t ,  a 
f u n e r a l  fee  w i l l  bo i s s i i c d  to the person who conducts t h e  
cerelnony. 
* I s sue  amount Y16,OOO. 00 p e r  person. 



APPENDIX NO. VI1 



TOP Photo No. 1---Congressman Phillip Burton, (L) Chairman of the Subcommittee on Territorial 
and Insular Affairs of the U.S. House of Representatives listens to Senator Borja explain the work 
and recommendations of the Special Joint Committee on Rongelap and Utirik during a trip to 
Washington, D.C. in June 1973. 

BOTTOM Photo No. 2---Staff members of the kedchaven National Laboratory (BWL) are 
pictured with Senator Borja during his visit in . h e  1Q73 to the facility, located in Long IW, 
New York. From left to rig& are: Dr. Robert A. Conerd, Associate Attending Physician, W i  
Department; Senator Olympio T. Borja, Chairman of the  Special Joint Committee; Dr. Victw P. 
Bond, Assmiate Director, BNL, and Dr. Eugene P. Cronkite, W r m n  of the W L  M w  
bopartffarpt. 
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ANOTHER The next day I was back in the same room I ha3 occupied 
inore than a year before, when I had Erst becn admitted to 
NIII. I had lobar pneumonia, a d  Johrr Glick had hooked 
me up to the familiar I.V. Two bottles of antibiotics dripped 
alternately into my vcins. TLis h e ,  I had the privileged 
bed beside the wiidow, mid the bed near the door was oc- 
cupicd by a muscular young man with brown skin, curly 
black hair, and a huge g in .  

His name was odd-Lekoj Anjain. He was, it turned out, 
from the h4arshnH Islmnds. Ile baa %em a one-year-dd 
baby in i s 4  when we h e r i c a w  ta.bd our first ddimr- 
able hydrogen bomb oil Dilibi, QUC of the Mush&. 

As it happcncd, 1 kricw a good deal about the Bikini 
bomb. With ihr help of Dr. Rabb Lap@. an atomic xiem- 
tist who used to *ict as mv mentar in n:ch matters, T had 
done a Jot of reporting on it. So had brother Joe. As a rcsdt, 

M[cR@N[$RuAM 

Further remembrances 
on the 

~e koj Anjain incident 
by Stewart Alsop 

Joe and 1 were the first to describc, io our joint column, the . 

phenomenon of nuclear fallout. 
The Bikini Lornb was much mom powmrful than Edward 

Tellcr and the other scicntists in clmge had 
Moreover, it had an unanticipatcd dicct. h c b u d  up 
great mounds of earth below die explosion polnt. The earfh 
was turned into light dust by the force of the explosion. 
This heavily irradiated dust followed the wind patterns un- 
til it fell out of the skies. Soinc of it feff on the Lucky 
Dragon, a Japanese trawler more than Rinety mfles h~ 
the explosion point. The mcinbers of the crew all suffered 

[ CON1 I NUED PAGE NINE 1 
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from radiation sickness, but none of them, so far 8s is known, 
died from leukemia. 

The fallout also filtered tlown on othcrs of the Marshall 
Islands, iiicluding the island of llongelap more than one 
hundred milcs froin BAini. Iiilinbitants of these islands 
also took a dose of radiatioii. Ihigclnp was Lekoj Anjab’s 
native island. 

I am still huntcd by ;L niental iinngc of Lekoj as a cheer- 
ful brown baby playing in thc sand iiiidcr the pdm trees of 
llongelap, as the sky lit up above him from the great ex- 
plosion an Bikini, and playing still, f cchg  no ham,  as the 
dust of the fallout settled around him. The cheerful brown 
haby was now my roommate, nineteen-year-old Lekoj, 
and he had, John Glick told me, n particularly vicious vari- 
ety of acute myelogenous leukemia. 

There was no doubt at all that thc bomb and tho leu- 
kcinia were cause and effect. The Nagasaki md Hiroshima 
lxnnbs had induced leukemia in a good Inany Japanese. 
Scvernl inhabitants of the Marsball Islaids had dcvclopct! 
suspiciofis lymph nodes as ;I result of the Bikini test Rut 
Lekoj was the f i t  case of leukemia from the faUmt of a 
hydrogen bomb test. 

The Atomic Energy Commission had flown his father out 
from Roiigclnp to Be with him. His father was a tough- 
looking little man, much smaller tlian Lekoj, For hours at 
a time he would sit by Lekoj’s bedside, saying nothing at 
all. Once in a Iong while he would reach out and touch 
Lckoj’s hand, and sornctimes Lekoj wouId mutter smm= 
thing, in hlarshallese, and grin. 

Lekoj spoke\hnrdly any English, so there was not much 
communication between us. Every morning 1 would smiht, 
and he wodd grin back-his teeth were PeifEtt-nrrl i 
would ask, “How you feel7’ 

Usually he would reply, “Fine. Fine.” But toward the end 
of the twelve days we spent together, Be would be more 
likely to say, still with a grin, “No good. Feel deezy.“ He 
was being given very powerful chemicals, in an attempt to 
inducc a remission, and he was nauseated. But he remained 
remarkably cheerful. I wondered if he knew how sick he 

He was a heavily built young man, and his muscles rig 
pled under his skin. But there was a curiously gentle quality 
about him, a softnak, a kiiid of cndcaring childishness4 
was very easy to imagine him as that baby in the sand we 
der the sudden glare of light. 

Despite the lack of a common tongue, we had our com- 

W%S. 
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mon sickness, One morning Lekoj was taken to the operat- 
ing room for a marrow test, and when he came back I asked, 
“Morrow hurt bad?” 

He replied enthusiastically, “Marrow hurt bad.” Then I 
had a marrow, and the same exchange took place in reverse. 

1% both hnd a hemoglobin transfusion on the same day. 
1 said, “Blood make you feel good.” 
He enthusiastically agrccd again. Yes, blood feel good.” 
On October 27, at long last, John took the needle out of 

my arm and pronounced the pnciimonia under control. I 
asked Lekoj how he felt for one lust time, and this time he 
said agatn, ’’Fine, Fine,” W0 said good-bye, and I left the 
hospital. 

Wth Lekoj’s perniission, I had written a column about 
hitii 1 !mnginP it was because of the column that someone 
In the  Interior Department, under whose bureaucratic aegh 
Lekoj CeU, called Amanda in the office about ten days after 
I had left the hospital and nskcd her to tell me that Lekoj 
was dead. 

Amanda hated to tell mc, I N I ~  finally she did. 
Wha t  did he die ofP” I askctl. 

man said pneunioni:i,’’ she mid, and then quickly 
added, “But don’t you go tIii1iIcitig it was your fault.” 
The chances are that Lekoj picked up whatever virus 

or bacteria had made me sick. But John Glick told me not 
to woiry, that tho chemotherapy had railed and poor Lekoj 
was termfnal anyway. 

Lekoj’s death deeply depressed m e  for a while. Theio 
was, of courso, what might bo called tlic send-nat-to-ask 
syndrome. With my low defenses the pnci.rrnunfa mfgk W& 
haw killed me; fohn Click was surprised by how quickly 
I recovered, given my corporal’s pard of granulocytes. 

There was also die depressing feeling, hard to shake off, 
that I had somehow been responsible for Lekoj’s death. 
There wns the furthcr feeling, as hard to shake off, that w e  
Americans were respoilsiblo for his death-that we hac! 
killed him with our bomb. His was the world’s first death 
from a hydrogen bomb, and the bomb was ours. And hafly, 
tliere was the feeling of the desperate, irrational unfairnesr 
of the death of this gentle, oddly innocent young man. 
For some tfme, I found a line, I think from T. S. EUot 
(though I can’t find it), going through my mind: “Ihe no- 
tion of some infinitely gentle / Inbitely suffering thing.” 

Before Lekoj died, I had long believed in my mind that 
the nuclear weapon, in its indiscriminate, unimaginable bru- 
taltty, was an insane weapon, suicidal, inherently unusable. 
Now I knew it in my he&. 

[ T h i s  m a t e r i a l  Is x c e r p t e d  b o r n  S t e w a r t  M d  
new book “ S t a y  o f  Execut. ic/Ea s o r t  o f  ,wmir“ 
published by L i p p i n c o t t ,  l o  r e c e i v e d  the in- 
f o r m a t i o n  c o u r t e s y  o f  D u l c i e  Thorstuwm] 
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FIFTH CONGRESS OF MICRONESIA 

FIRST REGULAR SESSION, 1973 SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 36 
t 

A SENATE JOINT RESOLU?ION 

Expressing the sorrow and sympathy of the Congress of Micronesia t o  the 
family and f r iends  of Lekoj Anjain for h i s  untimely and unwarranted and 
i r rep laceable  lo s s .  
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WHEREAS, on March 1, 1954, J o i n t  Task Force Seven of the  United 

States of America detonated a thermonuclear device, code-named Bravo, 

on Bikini Ato l l  i n  the Marshall Is lands District; and 

WHEREAS, t h i s  15-megaton weapon of w a r  caused an unpreaedented 

rad ioac t ive  f a l l o u t  over 7,000 square miles of the  Pac i f i c ,  showering 

dangerous radioact ive p a r t i c l e s  on the  inhabited a t o l l s  of Ailinginae 

Rongelap, Rongerik, and Ut i r ik ;  and 

WHEREAS, on the is land of Rongelap a t  tha t  time were 64 human 

beings,  including then Magistrate John Anjain and h i s  one year old 

male baby named Lekoj ; and 

WHEREAS, s ince  t h a t  time numerous cases of radiation-induced 

growth r e t a rda t ion  and thyroid disorders  have been diagnosed & a d  

t r ea t ed  as a r e s u l t  of annual E U ~ S  by a medical team under wntxSaS 

t o  the United S ta t e s  Atomic Energy Conrnission; upd 

WHEREAS, t h i s  same medical team l a s t  September upon erandn2fiCI 

Lekoj Anjain found indica t ions  of a ser ious  blood disorder and took 

him t o  the United States for fu r the r  examination; and 

WHEREAS, Lekoj Anjain, nineteen years o ld ,  died on NavesbW 3 5 ,  

1972, of pneumonia while undergoing treatment f o r  acute  myelogeumw 

leukemia a t  a hosp i t a l  i n  the National I n s t i t u t e  

Bethesda, M a q X d ;  new, F!krefm, 

of Health a t  

BE I T  RESOLVED by the Senate of the F i f t h  Congress of RhmW&S, 
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S.J.R. 36 
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F i r s t  Regular Session, 1973, the  House of Representatives concurring, 

t h a t  the  Congress of Micronesia hereby expresses i ts  deep sorrow and 

extends its sympathy t o  the  family and f r i ends  of Lekoj Anjain and t o  

all the  people of Rongelap Is land fo r  h i s  untimely, unwarranted and 

i r rep laceable  lo s s ;  and 

BE I T  FURTHER RESOLVED t h a t  c e r t i f i e d  copies of t h i s  Senate 

J o i n t  Resolution be t ransmit ted t o  Mr. John Anjain of Rongelap 

Is land,  t o  the  D i s t r i c t  Administrator of the  Marshall I s lands  

District and t o  the  High Commissioner of the  Trust  Te r r i t o ry  of 

the  P a c i f i c  Is lands.  

Adopted: February 22, 1973 
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