1013bb0

FRIDAY, OCTQ

The Washington Post

AN INDEPENDENT NEWSPAPER

706691

Toward Mideast Peace

OT WITHOUT some jostling, the negotiation of
an Egyptiandsracli peace treaty is proceeding
apace. Jimmy Carter personally helped negotiate the
compromise draft that both governments have now
approved, Jsrael with certain amendments; Egypt
demands some alterations, too. In gaining Cabinet ap-
proval of the draft, as in the Knesset vote terminat-
ing the Sinai settlements, Menachem Begin has been
ready to put the drive for peace ahead of political
loyalties cemented over 40 years. The two negotiating
teams are again back at full strength in Washington,
and they hope to complete a treaty by the anniver-
sary of Anwar Sadat’s Jerusalem visit on Nov. 19.
That is, in gur view, the proper and positive con-
text in which to view the latest flap over Israeli settle-
ments in the West Bank. Mr. Begin, to keep his op-
pasition from spoiling the treaty with Egypt, wanted
to show there was no literal or direct linkage be-
tween Israel’s decision to evacuate the Sinai and its
determination to hold on to the West Bank and Gaza,
under new conditions, pending future negotiations.
Evidently he also wanted to retort politically to state-
ments American diplomats have made to Jordan and
‘West Bank Palestinians to draw them into those later
talks. Both purposes were served by his announce-
ment that Israel will expand some existing West
Bank settlements. The State Department pronounced
itself “deeply disturbed.”

It is a threelevel charade. First, the Israeli an-
nouncement was entirely political, and, given that
only a handful of those Israelis claiming a right
to settle in the West Bank actvally wish to live
there, it may not lead to any new settlers. Second,
the protests are also political, and there is no reason
to think that progress toward an Egyptian-Israeli
peace treaty will be slowed. Finally, the logic of
events will in time almost certainly produce an ac-
commodation on the West Bank anyway. This is
likely, no matter whether Israel makes pravocative
remarks on settlements or Palestinians decry Camp
David or King Hussein holds himseif aloof, as all are
doing now.

The really important development right now has to
do with the attitude not of Israel or Egypt, but of
Saudi Arabia, Egypt’s principal patron and banker.
The Saudis, it appears, are coming around to a posi-
tion of support for Anwar Sadat's peace policy.
They're keeping the money flowing and trying to re-
strain attacks by other Arabs. They have just agreed,
for the first time in 30 years, to let Israeli Arabs make
the pilgrimage to Mecca. That is inadequate to those
who insist upon nice, neat, hard edges on their poli-
tics. But it will be of great help to Mr. Sadat in stand-
ing up to the more radical Arabs' attempts to drag
him down. The peace process, in brief, continues to
move ahead.

A Genuine Rockefeller

UR CYCLOPEAN eye was caught by the juxta-

position of two recent stories—one about a St.
Louis gunman who handed back $23 to his victim be-
cause the sum was insufficient, the other about Nel-
son A. Rockefeller, who has gone into the business of
selling reproductions of works of art. The gunman’s
contempt would never have been shown by Mr. Rock-
efeller or, we imagine, by any of the Rockefellers
down through history. The Rockefellers know the
value of $23, and of $1,750, and of $7,500—the latter
two figures being the prices of two of Mr. Rockefel-
Jer’s new wares.

Now you may think it a bit much to shell out, say,
$850 for a framed cibachrome reproduction of Picas-
s0's “Jeune Fille a la Mandolin,” but the essential
thing about the Picasso, or any of the reproduced
Giacomettis or Toufouse-Lautrecs advertised in a spe-
cial Neiman-Marcus catalogue (“itself a work of art”),
is that the originals are owned by Mr. Rockefelier.
For a mere $850, then, one does not only tiptoe into
the warld of beauty, but into the world of the Rocke-
fellers as well. In short, what Mr. Rockefeller seems
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to be selling is his own glittery life, reproduced for a
price—though that is not what he claims. His pro-
fessed reason for this enterprise is “to share with oth-
ers” his “joy of living with these beautiful objects.”
And who would doubt his sincerity?

Good luck to him, we say. Every American de-
serves to make a million, or even a billion, depending
on where one starts. One troubling memory lingers,
however, which we’ll simply recount, and then keep
still:

The event occurred in 1973, when Mr. Rockefeller,
then governor of New York, wanted to secure the Re-
publican mayoral pomination for Robert Wagner. So
he invited five prominent New York City Repub-
licans to Albany, to twist their arms. One of the
guests, George Clark of Brooklyn, was furious with
Mr. Rockefeller because of his friendship with Meade
Esposito, the Brooklyn Democratic boss.

“Governor, you even gave him a Picasso!” fumed
Mr. Clark. At which Mr. Rocefeller smiled, recogniz-
ing the envy in Mr. Clark’s fury.

“Hell, George,” he said. “It was only a print.”
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The Antonelli-Yeldell Convictions

‘\ AYOR WASHINGTON has described the bribery
l and conspiracy convictions of his top aide, Joseph
P. Yeldell, and millionaire developer Dominic F. Anto-
nelli Jr. as a tragedy for the District of Columbia, as
well as for the two men and their families. The mayor
is half right-~certainly there is personal tragedy in this
case for the two men most directly involved. But this is
not a tragedy for the community. It is an ordinary case.
of corruption—and neither the integrity of the local
government nor of businessmen should suffer as a con-
sequence of it. The crimes committed, in fact, were un-
fortunately commonpiace when you consider the many
states and federal agencies where investigations of top
public officeholders, friendships and cash have pro-
duced evidence of government corruption.

What the jury found was an arrangement whereby
Mr. Yeldell traded a fat D.C. government lease for a
secret $33,000 personal loan from Mr. Antonelli. You
could say it was a tragedy that Mr. Yeldel)'s participa-

tion in this arrangement netted him so little com-

pared with Mr. Antonelli’s gains. But aside from the
illegalities of this connection, the relationship in any
event was precisely the sort that prudent govern-
ment officials should take pains to avoid.

By receiving financial favors from someone for
whom his city government agency was in a position
to do favors of a most profitable nature, Mr. Yeldell
showed, as he had on other occasions, a remarkable
insensitivity 10 the public responsibility entrusted to
him. Through the years, it was Mr. Yeldell's increas
ing preoccupation with the trappings of political
power, coupled with administrative incompetence,
that interfered with his agency's ability to serve the
people of this city who need help the most.

It was inexcusable that Mr. Yeldell was allowed t¢
mismanage for as long as he did, with no effort by his
superior, Mayor Washington, to do something abou!
it. At least now it is a thing of the past—and that i
anything but a tragedy for the local government an¢
the people it still seeks to serve. )
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For the Record

From @ commentary by Wallace
Terryon WDVM-TV:

The trials of Rep. Charles Diggs and
Joseplt P. Yeldell prove two asserlions
about justice in a predominantly black
city: Black people are as law and order
oriented as anyone, perhaps more so,
and black people expect their black
leaders to uphold the public trust as
well as anyone, perhaps more so.

When I came to this city 20 years ago,
the House District Committee was run
by Southern bigots and the city was ad-
ministered at the top by whites. When
Mr. Diggs tock over the comimittee and
Mr. Yeldell became the manager of the
mammoth Department of Human Re-
sources, they wielded as much power in
District affairs as anyone except the
mayor and ihe president of the United
States.

Charged with diverting some $60,000
fn government payroft funds to his own
use, Mr. Diggs faced a jury of 11 blacks
and one white. Charged with aceepting
a bribe, Mr. Yeldell faced a jury of 12
blacks. .

Some people wondered if those juries
could be impartial. They recalled the
‘Watergate defenders who believed that
they could not get a fair trial in the Dis-
trict because most jurors are Dem-
ocrats and black. Mr. Diggs and Mr.
Yeldell are both. And besides, Andrew
Young and Coretta King testified for .
Mr. Diggs, while the Yeldell supporters
said there man was the victim of a -
media vendetta and a white-power plot.

But both juries convicted, sending a
loud, clear message: You can't expect
special treatment in a D.C. courtroom
because you happen to be black. And
whatever your accomplishments have -
been in behalf of blacks, you must not *
betray the trust of your office. No one, °
black or white, is or should become
that high or that mighty.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Tax ‘Rewards,” Not Penalties

should be imcluded, discouraging the
MGIC 95 percent mortgages, and en-
couraging larger proportionate down-
payments.

The current tax-relief Jegislation
has sparked a political debate, once
again, between those who stand to
benefit from it and those who don't.
If the Congress is interested in coof-
ing the inflationary trend that crip-
ples everyone, why nat draft a tax-re-
lief bill that relieves everyone?

The Federal Reserve Board is at-
tempting to siow inflation by reducing
the growth of the money supply—spe-
cifically, ali cash in circulation and
money ipt checking accounts (M-1). The
Fed is particularly bothered by con-
sumer credit and, when it Faises inter-
est rates, consumers are discouraged
from borrowing because the cost is
made prohibitive. The danger is that
the Fed will be too successful, and the
economy will plunge into a recession,
as it did in 1974,

But this is a society dependent
upon instaliment credit. Increasing

the cost of borrowing hasn't effec-
tively curbed credit-buying. It- has
only increased the cost of living for
everyone. No one exists in today's
economy without borrowing of some
kind, and borrowing increases the
money supply, which fuels inflation.

The solution is obvious, if Congress
would take the Fed’s cue. Why not a
system of rewards instead of penal-
ties?

For example, a*tax credit on the
downpayments made for installment

- purchases. If, the downpayment

amounts to at least 10 percent of the
total price of a car, appliance or boat,
the consumer gets a tax credit for 10
percent of the amount of his down-
payment. If the consumer puts down
25 percent of the total t of pur-

large part, come from M-, and the
growth of the money supply will he
slowed, as the proportion of the total
amount borrowed will decrease. In
other words, the growth in the num-
ber of installment loans will not de-
crease, thus jobs are spared; but the
growth rate af nonproductive dollars
Q{n loan will be quelled.

reduced the federal governments
take, for constructive purposes—that
is, reducing the growth rate of the
money supply through rewarding

- The dollars spent up front will, in

The end result is that Congress has

s rather than penpalizing

chase, he writes off 25 percent of the
amount of that downpayment on
April 13, Realestate mortgages

them.

Germantown, Md.

JEFF GARVER
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Already 500-million people soffer

from serious mainutrition. Foed pro-
duction, even with major technological
breakthroughs, cannot catch np with
population’s exponential growth.
- It seems better to concentrate our
government efforts first on stabilizing
the world’s population to a level where
all people can be fed even in the low
harvest years.

1t is a cruel hoax of this “human
rights" administration to promote ex-
perimentation with food supplies,
which will swell the world's population
during the bumper crop years only to
wipe out millions by starvation when

an unforeseeable plant discase or un-’

seasonable weather condition causes a
crop failure.

RICK C. NORMAND
Washington

1 read with some concern in Marquis
Childs's Oct. 19 column that President
Carter has formed yet another commis-
sion to study worid hunger. What's
going on here? Is this the same man
who once stated that there were 72
agencies responsible for health but that
two would be a gracious plenty?

If President Carter is so hot to in-
crease rather than decrease the bu-
reaucracy, why is he avoiding the real
issue? Mr. Childs hit the nail on the
head when he wrote that the popula-
tion explosion in less developed coun-
tries is the root causc of hunger. Find a
solution to the population problem, and
hunger will take care of itself.

RONALD DEES
Alexandria

‘Curious Similarity’
Has anyone noticed the curious simi-

larity between the contradictory situa-

tions two of the world’s radical guer-
rilla movements find themselves in at
the moment? Both the PLO and the
Rhodesian Patriotic Front bave at last
attained the conditions for which they
have heen struggling: The PLO (with
Jordan and Syria) has been invited to
participate on terms that they bave so
long been fighting for—the Camp
David accords—but refuses; the Patri-
otic Front has been asked to join in the
free elections provided for by the “in-
ternal settlement”—but refuses.

The democratic intentions those two
terrorist organizations are supposedly
trying to attain are ostensible ones
only, and their true ohject is simply the
subjugation of the land by military
force.

PATRICK HENRY
‘Wasbington
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Now that the flurry of Koreagate is
settling, and the involvement of con-
gressmen hy the hundreds and money
in the millions has dwindled to a couple
of congressmen and a couple of thou-
sands in campaign dollars, [ wonder
how we can ever retrieve the reputa-
tion of our friends, the Korean people?
Open a pillow to the winds and you can
never re-gather the feathers.

We have fallen victim to the press
penchant for a slick label. After the
success of “Watergate,” what an easy
but meaningless move it was to “Ko-
reagate,” a word containing nothing
analogous except its familiar sound.

The word “Watergate™ fills the
American heart with fear, anger and

.shame, and’ unfortunately, the word
“Koreagate” brings up specters, how-
ever unthinking, of an equal horror to
our minds.

For the alleged actions of one Ko-
rean, we have, unconsciously perhaps,
tainted the image of an entire nation, a
Korea of 35 million people who have
been our friends and allies for many

. years.

Tre word “Koreagate” has infected
our nation with bad feelings, feelings
as scattered as feathers. May the
feathers be swept away that we may
again see the Koreans as they are—
friends and allies.

RAYMOND F. HOWARD
New York

A Broken Trust

1 was appailed, as were several of my
patients, by your Oct. 11 story “‘No
Clues’ to Suicide Given by Paisley; Psy-
chiatrist Says Ex-CIA Officjal May Have
Had Emotional Crisis” [Metro). The psy-
chiatrist involved seems to think the
Hippocratic commitment to keep pa-
tient-doctor “holy secrets” confidential
died with the patient. Like the National
Commission on Confidentiality of
Health Records, on whose board of di-
rectors I serve, I believe that when so-
ciety has a legitimate claim ta personal
health information—as it may have in
some criminal-justice or medical-fe-
search cases—some information can be
shared. But society had no apparent
“need to know" in this case, and the
physician’s lips should have remained
sealed.

This is particularly true in the case of
psychiatrists, who must keep their pa-
tients’ secrets to prevent erosion of
trust. What is said in therapy should
remain locked in the therapist’s office
until released by the patient—and not
by the patient’s demise, which releases
nothing except possibly his or her soul.
Interestingly enough, the patient group
involved in this story appears 1o have
had the best intuitive grasp of the
ethics invelved.

HENRY A SEGAL, M.D.

American Academy of Pychoanalysts.

‘Washington
[}

1read in stunned disbelief the Oct. 11
news story.

1 consider this action by the psychia.
trist Dr. Jack Baruch, an irresponsible
breach of confidentiality and [ am con-
cerned about the impact of this on
people in psychotherapy. I feel a strong
sense of urgency to express my belief
and hope that Dr. Baruch's action is a
yare exception.

The assurance of confidentiality for
people who are in psychiatric treat-

b.

ment is essential. In recent years, there

‘has been a great deal of effort by psy-
chiatrists in the Washington Psychi-
“atric Society and the American Psychi-
atric Association and its other branches
to protect confidentiality from unwar-
ranted intrusions by various inquiring
third parties, such as the government
and insurance companies.

1 am greatly concerned for what ! be-
fieve is a blatant disregard for confi-
dentiality by Dr. Baruch that unfortu-
nately may well be generalized to all
psychiairists and other professionals in
the behavioral science field who do
psychotherapy. How adversely wiil this

affect the therapy of people afready in ..

treatment? How many people will re-
sist needed therapy because of their
concern aboul how seriously the psy-
chiatrist will accept the professional re-
sponsibility of confidentiality?
PAULD. SULLIVAN, M.D,,

Pagt president,
Washington Psychiatric Society.

Rockville
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