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STATEMENT OF UNDEZRSTANDING
ON THE PART OF THE
COVERNMENT OF THE UNITED STATES
AND THE GOVERNMENT OF THE TRUST TERRITORY OF THE PACIFIC 1SLANDS
" CONCERNING THE

MOVE OF THE PEOPLE OF BIKIMI ISLAND, AUGUST, 1978

On August 11, 1978, the Undersecretary of the Department of the
Interior, Janes A. Joseph, the Deputy Undersecretary, Wallace Green, and
the Director of the Office of Territorial Affairs, Ruth G. Van Cleve,
journeyed to Bikini Island to meet with its current resident:. The purpose
of their mecting was to convey information on the subject of th: forthceminp
move by ti:e people of Bikiﬁi Island to Kili Island, and to respend to ques-—
tions und licar concerns put to them by the people of Bikini [=land. They
had earlicr, on August 7, held a similar meeting with former residents of
Bikini who now reside on Kili. The High Coumissioner «f the Trust Territory
of the Pacific Islands, Adrian P. Winkel, had been prevented by bad weather
in Saipan from joining in the visit to Bikini Island, but he %ad earlier met

with the people of Bikini, as well as with other Bikinians on Kili.

In 1946, the people of Bikini were removed from their atoll by the
U. S. Navy in order to enable the United States tu use the atoll for a
nuclear tésting program which lasted until 1958. The islanders were moved
first to Rongerik, then to Kwajalein, and ultimately to Kili. Tn the late
1960's, it appeared that levels of radiation on Bikini atcll were such that
the people could return to and use a number of the méjor islands of the atcll.
Beginning in 1969, a clean-up of the atoll and a rehabilitaticn program wus
begun. In the carly 1970's, scme Bikini people wcre employed in the proiect
ant o #2ikini leland population iucrensed to approuimately 25 In 1Y7b.  Lu
1977, the intake of radionuclides.by the people living on Biliiri Island had
increasedbto alarming proportions, and a ﬁajor feeding program was insti-

tuted. April, 1978 surveys showed that the feeding program had not resulted
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i - dectease in the radionuclide body burden. The Department of the
iaterior decided, in the iight of the evidence presented by the Department
oi Energy, that the pcople living on Pikini should be moved at thé earliest

Lanre sadbt. AN h“lidi]fﬂdiﬁlﬁgl(a: sur..-y currently underway and other
radiological tests or Bikiaf beiny conducted by the Depariment of Fneryy
will determine whether Bikini ~i¢ll can. in the joresecuble future, he

considered as a home for ‘the Bikini pedple.

Among the requests of the people of both Bikini and Kili was a
requcit for a statement in writing of the understandings that the repre-
sentatives of the Uniteq States conveyed during those meetings and of the
commitmonts that those represcntatives were willing to make. The follow-
ing. are intended to respond to the principal concerns then and there

expressed.*

Mr. Joseph and Mrs. Van Cleve, on bchalf of the Government of the
United States, and Mr. Winkel, on behalf of the Government of the Trust

Territory, offered the following assurances:

I. The Covernment of the United States considers itself generally
responsible for the well being of the Bikini people and their descendents

and, following consultation with them, the Government of the United States

will seek to arrange their relocation, permaneﬁtly, in the most satisfactory

manner .possible. The Department of the Interior will undertake to obtain

such authority and such resources as may be required in order to meet and

wUn ougs M, 196, oo o e e Likdnd oana Kabi e vt ., the feur
officers relerred tu abuve were involved in a major airplane accident
off the coast of Guam. Although they were among the survivors, their
notes taken at the meetings sunk with the airplane. This statement,
drafted by Mrs. Van Cleve on August 15 at the Guam Naval Hospital is
intended to be as full as recollections permit, but in the circumstances
it way not be complete.
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discharze this responsivility. 1ne bepartment oi the Interior will call upon

other agencies of the United States Government to assist il particularly the
N

Derartment of Euergy, s¢ as to assure that, among other thircs, the medical

nceds of the current residents of Bikini Island continue to Le i ..

11. Because Kili Island lras, until recent wecks, been regarded as

solely a temporary relocatign site for the people of Bikinf, the Covernments
have never undertaken to construct permanent facilities there, nor to improve
significantly any of the existing Kili facilitfes. It is now known that
Bikini Tsland will not be fit for hhman habitati;n for decades to come, and
on the basis of the most receunt scientific information, it appears that Eneu
Island, in the Bikini Atoll, will also be unavailable for settlement. In

the circumatances, the Governments understand that some of the Bikini people
will choose to remain un Kili indefinitely, and the Governments will accord7

ingly undertake a program for thc permanent rehabilitation of Kili.

R L}

III. 1t 1is not yet possible to develop a permanent relocation plan

for the people of Bikini. That plan must await completion of the acrial/

.radio]ogical survey that is now undervay, and that is expected to be com~

pleted no later than the early weeks of 1979. When those survey results
are available and evaluated, and when any remaining scientific tests found
neccssary are also completed, all of which developments are expected to
occur in the first months of 1979, it will be possible to identify safe
relocation sites. The Governments will then, following full consultation
with the people of Kili (including the current residents of Bikini Island
who will by then have relocated there), plan in detail for the relocation
of such Kili residents as choose to move elsewhere, affording to them a
choice amonpg the possible relocation sites. Thnsc'who chrose to remain on

Rili wili Lo ovcuwinddaled Lhere.
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V. The Guveraacts waderstand thag many, oa? p sdbly 211, of the
‘.m;"."g residents of Bikind Tslood woold prefor, b oesvme they ooamot rorain
on Bikini, to live an Tzeu Tsland ja the Bikini Stell. Althaash !Se YiSt
current infursation supyests that that will sot he poosille, if Taver
tests should show Tneu con be safely fababited, the Govoy o ats pledge that
all Bikiniars vho chuose to do =o may meve ta Fuen, io the inll c.ionr that

the size and resouces of Fneu permit.

V. In the meantime the Gever cents have cousirucied mwoaty-cight
temporary houses on Ki1i, vne each for cach fouily now residing on Aikind
IxTund. This coastiuction Is cngebed Lo ve ceaplored cither by the day
on which the Bikind Isiand residents return to Kili, or within a few cays
thercafter, depending upon wiatlher conditions on Kili in the last half of
August, 1978. Because a visit to Kili reveals that certain necessary
commmity facilitics there are ciiher serionsly inadenuate or bonexistant,
the Goverarents will undertake forthwith the consiruction of cevtain tomporary
facilities: a new dispensary, a ncw scheal, an addition to the church, and
an addition Lo the civie ansembly buiiding.,  These facilitice, Which are
exprcted to be corpleted by the fall of 1978, will be of tiuporary con-
struction because they can thereuy be erected with great speed, nd Lecause
the need [;r ther should not be left unmet during the several monihs Juring
whitch perranent fucilitfes are pianned and censtructed.  Such puriunent

facilitics will be provided as a part of the rehabilitation of Kili referred

to in assurince number i1, . . Ui

V1. The Gorermeants recopnize the necessity of providiag a dack at

Rili. Tivy will coancuce inmediately to cause ihe engincering feasibilicy
of such a duerk to P cxplored, and assuning both enfineering foasibildicy

and the availakility of the necessary funds, neither of vwhich is wxpected

to pose a pichlem, the curstruction of a dock at Kiji is expected te tepin

T, iy T e
e LR e e L S izt o o

e i il odon



1013631

14.

15.

17.

18.

20.

21,

22.
23.
24,
25,
26.

27.

n.

' “- ~nring of 1979.
.

VIi. 1he Govermments recognize that the island of Bikini and the
Bikini Atoll are plices qf uniéue impnrtance to the people of Bikini and
L e eve.ciuents, and that ;c is thoerefuie ilaportant to them to he able
to view and visit Bikin., eoven if only briefly. The Governmeot of the
Trust Territory will therefore arra.je, vien 1ris: Territory shipping
schedn)»s permit, to transport Bikini Residents living on Kili (including
the current Bikini Island residents about te move there) for visics from
time to time to Bikini. Such visits will necessarily be brief, and it
wil)l not be possible for the Bikini visitors to reside, éven briefly, on
Bikini Island nor, probably, on Eneu Island. Such brief visits will,
however, occur from time to time, as shippinz schedules reasonably permit

and as the wishes of the Bikinians indicate.

VI1l. The Governments recognize that the current residents of
Bikini Island will encounter personal hardships, as well as certain
expenses, attendant upon their forthcoming move. The Governments will
therefore, pay, as a lump sum telocition allowance, the sum of $100.72
per person, to the Lead of each family on Bikini Island. That sum is
not intcnded. to constitute compensation, in whole or in part, for any
damage the Bikini Island residents may be found to have sustained. It
is intended instead to be a one-time payment to facilitate their forth-
coming move to Kili Island. . The Governﬁent of the United States has
arranged for the current Bikini Islana residents to stop at Kwajalein,

while enroute to Kili, to make purchases there.
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be exhaustive. They are intended to respond to the major concerns ex-

Pressed at the meeting on Bikini and Kili on August 11 and 7, 1978.
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