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P l e a s e  f o r g i v e  t h e  d e l a y  i n  r e s p o n d i n g  t o  your  
l e t t e r  o f  December 2 1 ,  1 9 7 8 .  When I r e c e i v e d  your  l e t -  
ter  i n  e a r l y  J a n u a r y ,  I knew t h a t  I would n o t  be  con ing  
o u t  t o  Sa ipan  f o r  t h e  s t a t u s  t a l k s ;  hence ,  t h i s  less 
t h a n  prompt r e p l y .  

A s  f a r  as  t h e  p e o p l e  of B i k i n i  a re  concerned ,  
I agree t h a t  (1) t h e  Un i t ed  S t a t e s  now h a s  and s h o u l d  
r e t a i n  d i r e c t  and e x c l u s i v e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  and l i a b i l i t y  
fo r  r a d i a t i o n - r e l a t e d  i n j u r i e s ,  losses ,  problems,  and 
long-term needs  of t h e  p e o p l e  of Enetewak, Rongelap, 
U t i r i k ,  and B i k i n i ;  and ( 2 )  i t  would n o t  be  a c c e p t a b l e  
f o r  the Uni t ed  S t a t e s  t o  impose such  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  upon 
t h e  f u t u r e  government o f  t h e  Marsha l l  I s l a n d s .  The o n l y  
q u e s t i o n s  w e  f a c e  are which a g e n c i e s  of t h e  Uni ted  S ta t e s  
government s h o u l d  be r e s p o n s i b l e  and w i t h  which i n s t i t u -  
t i o n s  w e  s h o u l d  n e g o t i a t e  i n  r e a c h i n g  o u r  d e s i r e d  ends .  

The re  a p p e a r  t o  be a t  l e a s t  f i v e  long-term g o a l s  
t h e  p e o p l e  o f  B i k i n i  wish t o  p u r s u e :  (1) f u t u r e  e x  g r a t i a  
payments;  ( 2 )  compensat ion f o r  t h e  t a k i n g  and/or  d e s t r u c -  
t i o n  of l a n d  on B i k i n i  A t o l l  (depending  on t h e  r e s u l t s  of 
t h e  r e c e n t  Nor the rn  Marsha l l  s u r v e y )  : ( 3 )  r e s e t t l e m e n t  of 
t h e  B i k i n i  p e o p l e ;  (4) f u t u r e  medica l  b e n e f i t s  r e s u l t i n g  
f r o m  p o s s i b l e  exposure  to  r a d i a t i o n  on B i k i n i  from 1 9 7 0 -  
1 9 7 8 ;  and ( 5 )  p e r i o d i c  r ad i .o log ica1  s u r v e y  of B i k i n i  A t o l l .  

As I see it ,  t h e  above f i v e  g o a l s  can  be pursued  
th rough  C o n g r e s s i o n a l  l e g i s l a t i o n  o r  through p a r t i c i p a t i o n  
i n  t h e  Micrones ian  p o l i t i c a l  s t a t u s  n e g o t i a t i o n s .  On t h e  
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Congres s iona l  s i d e ,  t h e  p e o p l e  of B i k i n i  have numerous 
f r i e n d s  i n  Congress  who have proved  h e l p f u l  i n  t h e  p a s t  
and who, I expect, will c o n t i n u e  t o  view s y m p a t h e t i c a l l y  
t h e i r  needs  and r e q u e s t s  i n  t h e  f u t u r e .  A s  f o r  t h e  ne- 
g o t i a t i n g  group,  Ambassador R o s e n b l a t t  h a s  o f f e r e d  t o  
p r o v i d e  for  the f u t u r e  needs  o f  t h e  B i k i n i a n s  i n  t h e  
d r a f t  Compact o f  F r e e  A s s o c i a t i o n .  

My own r e a d i n g  o f  khe c u r r e n t  s i t u a t i o n  l e a d s  
m e  t o  conclude  t h a t  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  B i k i n i  
can  best  be s e r v e d  by p u r s u i n g  t h e  above goals th rough  
Congres s iona l  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  and I made t h e s e  views known 
t o  t h e  O f f i c e  of Micrones ian  S t a t u s  N e g o t i a t i o n s  b e f o r e  
t h e  r e c e n t  Sa ipan  round of n e g o t i a t i o n s .  I f  your  t h i n k -  
i n g  d i f f e r s  from mine on  t h i s  m a t t e r ,  I would l i k e  t o  
know as soon a s  p o s s i b l e ,  because  I do f e e l  t h a t  a un i -  
f i ed  approach  would make some s e n s e ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e  p e o p l e  
of t h e  f o u r  d i f f e r e n t  a t o l l s  do have c l e a r l y  d i f f e r e n t  
i n t e r e s t s  and needs .  S i m i l a r l y ,  i f  you f e e l  t h a t  Con- 
g r e s s i o n a l  l e g i s l a t i o n  i s  t h e  b e s t  r o u t e  t o  f o l l o w ,  I 
a g r e e  t h a t  w e  s h o u l d  meet t o  de te rmine  whether  it w i l l  
be p o s s i b l e  t o  c o o r d i n a t e  o u r  e f f o r t s .  I have no c u r r e n t  
p l a n s  t o  be i n  t h e  T r u s t  T e r r i t o r y  i n  t h e  n e x t  few months,  
b u t  your  December 2 1  l e t t e r  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  you e x p e c t  t o  
be i n  Washington i n  l a t e  Februa ry .  Assuming t h a t  you 
are s t i l l  p l a n n i n g  t o  be h e r e  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  I would hope 
t h a t  w e  c o u l d  m e e t  t o  d i s c u s s  these matters .  

I look forward  t o  h e a r i n g  from you soon.  

S i n c e r e l y ,  

/ 

Jona than  M. W e  i s g a l l  r ’ 
\ 


