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Dsar Dr. Conard, 

I have been asked  t o  c h a i r  a symposium f o r  t h e  a n n u a l  
meet ing  of  t h e  American A s s o c i a t i o n  f o r  t h e  Advancement o f  
S c i e n c e  (AAAS)  i n  San  F r a n c i s c o  d u r i n s  J a n u a r y  of 1 9 8 0 ,  and 
I would l i k e  t o  c o r d i a l l y  ex tend  an  i n v i t a t i o n  f o r  you t o  
p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h a t  symposium. 

X a r s h a l l  I s l a n d e r s  Twenty-Five Years A f t e r  2xposure  t o  Radiat ion,"  
and s i n c e  you have p e r s o n a l l y  conductecl t h e  r a d i o f o z i c a l  s u r v e y s  
i n  t h e  E a r s h a l l s ,  it seems o n l y  a p p r o p r i a t e  t h a t  you a t t e n d  t h o  
symposium. 

and lonz- te rm e f f e c t s  o f  r a d i o a c t i v e  f a l l o u t  ( e s p e c i a l l y  i n  
r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  r a d i o i o d i n e s )  on the Karshallese, and i n  partic- 
u l a r ,  t h e  r e c e n t  d i s c o v e r y  of b iochemica l  hypo thyro id i sm w i t h o u t  
c l i n i c a l  ev idence  of t h e  d i s e a s e  i n  t h e  Eonye lap  p o p u l a t i o n  
( a s  i n d i c a t e d  i n  your  "Twenty-Two Year Repor t " ) .  The symposium 
w i l l  a l s o  f o c u s  on t h e  numerous p r o b l e m  you have encoun te red  
o v e r  t h e  y e a r s  conce rn in?  d a t a  c o l l e c t i o n  i n  t h i s  un ique  and 
i s o l a t e d  p o p u l a t i o n ,  as w e l l  as t h e  problems a s s o c i a t e d  with 
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of t h e  M a r s h a l l s  data. A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  t h e  panel 
w i l l  a d d r e s s  t h e  ways i n  which t h e  f a l l o u t  has a f f e c t e d  the 
eco lo5y  and t h e  s o c i o - c u l t u r a l  domains of  t h e  I s l a n d e r s .  

The t i t l e  of  t h e  symposium i s  "Ethno-Epidzmiology: The 

The purpose  of  t h e  symposiurn w i l l  be  t o  examine t h e  short 

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  y o u r s e l f ,  I have i n v i t e d  o t h e r  e x p e r t s  in 
t h e  f i e l d  of r a d i a t i o n  s c i e n c e  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  symposium, 
and t h e y  i n c l u d e :  D r .  Frank von H i p p e l ,  a p h y s i c i s t  from t h e  
gepar tment  of  Environmental  S c i e n c e s  a t  P r i n c e t o n  U n i v e r s i t y :  
D r .  Helen C a l d i c o t t ,  a p e d i a t r i c i a n  f r o m  3os ton  C h i l d r e n ' s  
H o s p i t a l  who s p e c i a l i z e s  i n  n u c l e a r  r a d i a t i o n ;  D r .  John  ,;ofman, 
a c h e n i s t  a t  t h e  UC Lawrence R a d i a t i o n  L a b o r a t o r y  who s p o c i a l i z e s  
i n  n u c l e a r  r a d i a t i o n ;  and D r .  Konrad Kot rady  from t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  
of Utah Xledical School  who has  f i r s t h a n d  e x p e r i e n c e  w i t h  t h e  
K a r s h a l l e s e .  I have a l s o  i n v i t e d  an a n t h r o p 3 I o ~ i s t - - D r .  Robert 
K i s t e  from t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  of Hawaii--who s p e c i a l i z e s  i n  the 
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Marsha l l  I s l a n d s ,  t o  provide  t h e  syrnposiurn with backgound  
e thnograph ic  i n f o r m a t i o n  about  5 i a r s h a l l e s e  s o c i e t y  afid culture. 

symposium (which i s  scheduled  for Janua ry  3-8, 1980), would 
you p l e a s e  c o n s i d e r  s e n d i n 5  an  a l t e r n a t e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  from 
Brookhaven? 

s t i m u l a t i n g ,  and it promises t o  enhance o u r  knowledge a n d  
u n d e r s t a n d i n 5  o f  t h e  c o n t i n u i n g  enigmas a s s o c i a t e d  with nuc lear  
r a 3 i a t i o n  and i t s  m a n i f e s t a t i o n s .  

I n  the e v e n t  that you would be unable  t o  a t t e n d  t h e  

I t h i n k  such a sym2osiurn would be e x t r e m e l y  r e l evan t  and 

I do hope t h a t  you w i l l  be able  t o  a t t e n d ,  and l o o k  forward 
t o  h e a r i n g  f r o m  you: 

S i n c e r e l y  y o u r s ,  
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Glenn H. Alcalay 


