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LIVINGSTON COLLEGE -GRADUATE PROGRAM I N  ANTHROPOLOGY 
NEW BRUNSWICK -NEW JERSEY 03903.701/932-2598 

E a r c h  20, 1979 

D r .  Hush P r a t t  
Medical S u i l d i n g  
Srookhaven N a t i o n a l  L a b o r a t o r y  
Upton, Kew York 11973 

Dear D r .  P r a t t ,  

I an a fo rmer  Peace C o r p s  v o l u n t e e r  who spent t w o  years 
on U t i r i k  A t o l l  i n  t h e  Marsha l l  I s l a n d s .  A t  p r e s e n t ,  I a m  
d o i n s  p r e p a r a t o r y  r e s e a r c h  f o r  my d o c t o r a l  d i s s e r t a t i o n  i n  
s o c i o - c u l t u r a l  an th ropo lo<y ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  
ways i n  which t h e  r a d i o a c t i v e  f a l l o u t  h a s  a f f e c t e d  t he  I s l a n d e r s ,  
I t  i s  i n  t h i s  s e n s e  t h a t  I a m  w r i t i n 5  you. 

F i r s t  o f  a l l ,  I would l i k e  t o  i n v i t e  you t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  
a symposiun: I have been  asked  t o  c h a i r  for t h e  American Assoc i -  
a t i o n  f o r  t h e  Advancement o f  S c i e n c e  (A4kS) i n  San F r a n c i s c o  
d u r i n g  Jar?ua.ry o f  1980 f o r  t h a t  o r q a n i z a t i o n ’ s  a n n u a l  meeting. 

K a r s h a l l  I s l a n d e r s  Twenty-Five Years  A f t e r  Yxposure to 3 a d i z t i o n . ”  
I propose to d i s c u s s  t h e  r a d i o l o q i c a l  findinss--both s h o r t  and 
lonq-term in t h e  exposed B’iarshallese p o p u l a t i o n s ,  a n d  e s p e c m l y  
i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  en igmat i c  p r o p e r t i e s  o f  t h e  r a d i o i o d i n e s .  A s  
r e s i d e n t  p h y s i c i a n  i n  t h e  X a r s h a l l s  ur-dier t h e  ae5is of Brookhaven, 
YOU would be able  t o  relate f i r s t h a n d  knowlndge c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  
onqoin5 problems f a c i n y  t h e  N a r s h a l l e s e ,  and y o u r  p r e s e n c e  at 
t h i s  symposium would q r e a t l y  b e n e f i t  t h o s e  i n  a t t e n d a n c e .  

The t i t l e  of t h e  symposium i s  “Tthno-?pidemiolo%y: The 

Aside from y o u r s e l f ,  I have i n v i t e d  2r. Conard, who has 
headed t h e  Y a r s h a l l s  s t u d y  o v e r  the years, and do hope t h a t  he 
w i l l  be able t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  symposium. 
t h e  followin: people :  D r .  Frank VOP, H i p p e l ,  a p h y s i c i s t  frorn 
t h e  Cepartmsnt  of Environmental  Sc ieEces  z t  P r i n c e t o n  U n i v e r s i t y  
who s p e c i a l i z e s  i n  r a d i a t i o n  s c i e n c e ;  D r .  Helen C a l d i c o t t ,  a 
p e d i a t r i c i a n  from 3 o s t o n  C h i l d r e n ’ s  Z o s p i t z l  who has e x p e r t i s e  
i n  r a d i a t i o n - i n d u c e d  p a t h o l o g i e s ;  Dr. John ?ofman, a chemist from 
t h e  UC Lavrrence R a d i a t i o n  Labora to ry  who s p e c i a l i z e s  in r a d i a t i o n  
s c i e n c e :  and 9r. Konrad Kotrady f r o m  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Utah 
Xedica l  S c h o o l ,  who fo rmer ly  worked ir, t h e  K a r s h a l l s  u n d e r  Brook- 
haven,, I have a l s o  i n v i t e d  an an thropoloTis t - -Dr .  Rober t  Kis te  
from t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  of Hawaii--to p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  order t o  p r o v i d e  
t h e  symposium w i t h  e t h n o q r a p h i c  in fo rma t ion  c o n c e r n i n ?  R a r s h a l l e s e  
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s o c i e t y  and c u l t u r e .  

I t  i s  m y  i n t e n t i o n ,  and t h u s  t h e  c r o s s - d i s c i p l i n a r y  m t u r e  
of  t h e  symposium p a r t i c i p a n t s ,  t o  d i s c u s s  t h i  man i fo ld  ways i n  
which t h e  f a l l o u t  h a s  a f f e c t e d  t h i s  unique i s l a n d  p o p u l a t i o n ,  and 
t h e  numerous problems encoun te red  o v e r  t h e  y e a r s  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  
d a t a  c o l l e c t i o n ,  and e s p e c i a l l y  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n .  

( i f  any  . ) ,  and t h e  ways i n  which K a r s h a l l e s e  c u l t u r e  h a s  
been  touched  by t h e  ongoing r a d i o l o z i c a l  problems.  I t  w a s  my 
e x p e r i e n c e  t h a t  t h e r e  e x i s t e d  a monumental chasm between t h e  
Marsha l l e se  p e r s p e c t i v e  ( o r  "emic " i n  a n t h r o p o l o g i c a l  t e r m s )  , and 
t h e  p e r s p e c t i v e  ma in ta ined  by  t h e  U.S. d o c t o r s  ( o r  " e t i c " ) ,  a t d  
it miqht  be  f r u i t f u l  t o  e x p l o r e  t h e s e  d i f f e r i n , ?  p e r s p e c t i v e s  i n  
o r d e r  t o  u l t i m a t e l y  improve t h e  medica l  t r e a t m e n t  o f  t h e  people .  
I n  t h a t  s e n s e ,  I would hope t h a t  m y  r e s e a r c h  and  e v e n t u a l  d i s s e r -  
t a t i o n  w i l l  b e n e f i t  b o t h  t h e  N a r s h a l l e s e  and the Brookhaven tearn. 

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  symposium w i l l  examine t h e  e c o l o < i c a l  e f f ec t s  

I n  t h a t  c o n t e x t ,  I have a n o t h e r  r e q u e s t :  Is  t h e r e  
p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  I might  accompany you aboard  t h e  "LiktaEur"  
d u r i n g  t h e  June su rvey?  The o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  v i s i t  t h e  K a r s h a l l s  
w i t h  your  team would be i n v a l u a b l e  f o r  my r e s e a r c h ,  and I vroulc! 
also a .pp rec i a t e  t h e  chance t o  see my f r i e n d s  on  U t i r i k  once aga.in. 
I r e a l i z e  t h a t  space aboard  your  s h i p  is a t  a premium, 3 u t  I a m  
a c t u a l l y  n o t  v e r y  l a r g e  i n  s t a t u r e ,  and would n e a t l y  f i t  i n t o  the  
smallest space .  A d d i t i o n z l l y ,  I would e x p e c t  t o  pay f o r  - a l l  o f  
t h e  expenses  a s s o c i a t e d  wi th  such  a v e n t u r e ,  P l e a s e  l e t  me know 
how you f e e l  abou t  t h i s .  

A l s o ,  I would v e r y  much a p p r e c i a t e  h2arin;S from you about 
t h z  p r e s e n t  s t a t e  o f  t h e  expose? ( a n d  non-exposed)  X a r s h a l l e s e ,  
Anything you can  convey would be a p p r e c i a t e d .  

Wel l ,  D r .  P r a t t ,  I a m  lookin.;  fo rward  t o  h e a r i n s  from you 
i n  t h e  n e a r  f u t u r e ,  an3 w i s h  you t h e  b e s t  o f  l u c k  in t h e  Xarshalls. 
And p l e a s e  pass on a "Yokwe Kom" t o  my f r i e n d s  on U t i r i k :  

S i n c e r e l y  y o u r s ,  

Glenn H. Alca lay  


