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Background 

On May 1 2 ,  1979, I t r a v e l e d  t o  Majuro to a s s i s t  the BNL Medical 
and mole Body Coun t ing  teams and t o  represent DOE in m e e t i n g s  
w i t h  Marshal l  I s l a n d s  Government o f f i c i a l s .  

Ch May 14,  Roger  Ray and I met  with P r e s i d e n t  Amata Kabua and the 
Ministers o f  S t a t e .  
M a r s h a l l s  p e o p l e  f e l t  t h e y  were not g e t t i n g  a l l  the f a c t s  f r o m  the * 

U.S. Government a s  to  health p r o b l e m s  due  t o  r a d i a t i a n .  
"57 t h y r o i d  prablems" i n  L i k i e p  and  made vague references t o  a n  
o f f i c i a l  U . S .  document which shaded h i g h  levels of r a d i a t i o n  i n  
B i k a r  and Eokar i n  the Northern M a r s h a l l s .  
b i r d s  there were d y i n g  and had v e r y  l i t t l e  body we igh t .  

The Bikar-Bokar news was r a t h e r  shocking t o  u s  a n d  Roger p o i n t e d  
o u t  t h a t  the b i r d s  were so thick on Bikar  t h a t  the h e l i c o p t e r s  had 
t o  f l y  h i g h e r  t h a n  u s u a l  t o  p r e v e n t  t h e m  f rom g e t t i n g  c sugh t  i n  the 
b l a d e s .  
t ions  of high levels a t  B i k a r  or L i k i e p  a n d  t h a t  more comple te  
d a t a  would be a v a i l a b l e  i n  the f a l l  of 1979.  

T h e  President a l s o  was u p s e t  i n  t h a t  he somehow f e l t  t h a t  having us 
m e e t i n g  the B a r d  of T o b o l d r  (the copra  p r o c e s s i n g  p l a n t )  and 
d i s c u s s i n g  sample  t a k i n g ,  c o u l d  damage the r e p u t a t i o n  of  the p l a n t  
b e c a u s e  the b u y e r s  o f  their o i l  and copra  cake m i g h t  be scared  o f f  
b y  the though t  of B i k i n i  copra  b e i n g  p r o c e s s e d  there. 
h i m  and the Cabinet t h a t  o u r  o n l y  interest was t o  unders tand  the 
p r o c e s s  so it c o u l d  be c l o s e l y  d u p l i c a t e d  i n  the l a b o r a t o r y ,  and t h a t  
we wanted to be compJe te l y  above board  i n  tha t  regard .  ( A  l a t e r  
conversation between the P r e s i d e n t  and m y s e l f  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  the 
emotional a s p e c t  of  Bikini copra  and the p o t e n t i a l  impact on their 
marke t  i f  it was samehow a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  the Tobolar p l a n t ,  b l o t t e d  
out this e x p l a n a t i o n  -) 

. .  I 

T h e  P r e s i d e n t  seemed d i s t u r b e d  t h a t  the 

He c i t e d  

H e  a l s o  s a i d  t h a t  the 

General a s surances  were given t h a t  there were no i n d i c a -  

. 
Roger as sured  
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mule B o d y  Corntin9 

A boa t  was made a v a i l a b l e  f r o m  the Marshal ls  Government's Department 
of R&D and we went t o  E j i t  (10 m i n u t e s  from downtown Majuro) and 
m e t  w i t h  the elders and l e a d e r s .  Then? were about 55 K i l i a n s  
( B i k i n i a n s )  l i v i n g  there a s  p a r t  of t h e  resettlement program. 
seemed to we~copne the chance t o  be counted and of course saw u s  a s  
doctors who were there t o  take c a r e  of them. 
th i s  notion b y  e x p l a i n i n g  what the mole Body Counting (WBC) was.  
for. 
them w i t h  f u n d s  t o  b u y  mea l s ,  take taxis, etc. w h i l e  i n  Majuro. 
T h e  p e o p l e  here r e t u r n e d  t o  E j i t  each night and the coun t ing  took 
p l a c e  f r o m  May 15 through '17. 
a s  i t  s u f f e r s  from malad ies  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  old age and a l i f e  of 
debauchery. 
r epa i red  we d i d  not have  the same good f o r t u n e  w i t h  the roof,  and 
d e t e r i a r a t i o n  c o n t i n u e s .  
and ended u p  w i t h  the M.V. Marshall  Islands which ZURS on DC c u r r e n t ,  
al though the t r a i l e r  u s e s  AC. mile the Marsha l l s  Government made 
e v e r y  e f fort  t o  p r o v i d e  u s  w i t h  a working generator  we ended u p  
i n  t h e  mnnnun ica t ions . s ta t ion  c l e a r i n g  w i t h  the peop le  of K i l i  and 
J a l u i t  A t o l l  the i d e a  of p i c k i n g  up the p e o p l e  a t  K i l i  and performing 
the coun t ing  dockside a t  J a l u i t  A t o l l  u s i n g  r e g u l a r  shorepower. 
A deal  was s t r u c k  w i t h  the  people from K i l i  w l c o m i n g  a "weekend" 
i n  J a l u i t ,  a n  a t o l l  w i t h  a m e n i t i e s  and an abundance of f i sh .  

T h e y  

We tried t o  d i s p e l  

Each person over 5 y e a r s  of age was pa id  $10 t o  prov ide  

The'WBC t r a i l e r  is In  bad shape 
I mile w e  were s u c c e s s f u l  i n  g e t t i n g  the a i r  conditioners. I 

W e  n e g o t i a t e d  for  a s h i p  t o  go t o  K i l i  

The  WBC was performed i n  this manner. Qnly 15 p e o p l e  went f r o m  
K i l i  t o  J a l u i t  for c o u n t i n g  purposes .  The others s a i d  t h e y  would 
welcome b e i n g  checked b u t  the dea th  of an i n f a n t  on K i l i  i n v o l v e d  
s o c i a l  o b l i g a t i o n s  a t  K i l i .  
s t ayed  b e c a u s e  of his d u t i e s  b u t  i n d i c a t e d  i f  we had a replacement 
he would h a v e  been g lad  t o  come. 
The p e o p l e  were i n  unison as t o  wanting t o  k n o w  when the Enyu decision 
would be for thcoming .  
asked the Act ing  Magi s t ra t e  i f  he wanted one, b u t  due t o  the f u n e r a l  
ceremony and the f a c t  the many council members were off i s l a n d  
he declined a f t e r  I assured  him t h a t  the r a d i a t i o n  levels i n  their bodies 
con t inued  t o  drop :as  expected anti p resen ted  no known danger. to me peop le .  
He was t o  have -exp la ined  this to .the other. l e a d e r s .  

In a l l ,  127 persons were counted from K i l i ,  E j i t  and Majuro, 82 of  
khaa were present on B i k i n i  in April 1978. 
permwnel t h a t  between the January count ing and this l a t e s t  
exercise, a l l  b u t  a h a n d f u l  of p e o p l e  had been counted.  

T h e  h e a l t h  a i d e  and h i s  family a l s o  

A l l  i n  a l l  ue w e r e  w e l l  received. 

There was no c l o s e o u t  meet ing a t  K f l i .  I 

-. 

I was t o l d  b y  3NL 

W e  r e t u r n e d  t o  Majuro on bkdnesday,.May 23rd, and had a v e r y  interesting . .  
meeting w i t h  the Bikinians on E j i t  l a t e r  t h a t  day.  
major p o i n t s  I emphasized s e v e r a l  t imes :  

There were f o u r  
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1. There are no k n m  r a d i a t i o n  problems w h i c h ' m u l d  cause  them 

h e a l t h  problems because  of the time t h e y  lived on B i k i n i  a f t e r  
1972. I 

Enyu-da ta  was b e i n g  v e r y  c a r e f u l l y  analyzed a t  the Washington 
1evel.and any decision would cane from the DOI after adv ice  
f r o m  DOE. 

T h e  BNL medical  tern d i d  not examine them because  the!,? expected 
t o  f i n d  h e a l t h  problems due t o  r a d i a t i o n ;  r a t h e r  it was a 
c o u r t e s y  examinat ion because  BNL was there anyhow t o  examine 
Rongelap and U t i r i k  p e o p l e  and t o  h o l d  a p e d i a t r i c s  clinic. 

Wherever the B i k i n i a n s  go, the U.S. Government w i l l  s t a y  aware 
o f  the s t a t e  of their h e a l t h  and environment.  

' 

2 .  

3. 

# 

4.  

* The Bikinians wanted us t o  know: 

1. They feel 

2. They wan t  

T h e  Broakhaven 
m n e r ,  worked 

unwanted and need a p l a c e  t o  c a l l  home. 
.. 

the U.S. t o  k e e p  checking them. 

hQ9C t e c h n i c a l  personnel perfoxned i n  a n  excellent 
long hours and kept a good rappor t  w i t h  the 

B i k i n i a n s .  
was i n v a l u a b l e .  

T h e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  of Evie Craighead as a t r a n s l a t e r  

T h i s  seemed t o  g o  w e l l  for Dr; P r a t t  and h i s  group.al though some of 
the hoped f ox  m e e t i n g s  w i t h  Rongelap and V t i r i k  and B i k i n i  people  
took p l a c e  more an an i n d i v i d u a l  b a s i s  r a t h e r  t h a n  i n  groups.. Many 
B i k i n i a n s  fram E j i t  were a l s o  examined a l though  I had c -par t ed  for 
K i l i  and h a v e  no s p e c i f i o s .  

Rongelap and U t i r i k ' P e r  Diem Prablems 

Them are  perhaps $45,000. of unpaid c la ims  under the e x p i r e d  
(SQtptawber 30, 1978) DOE/TTPI agreement and an u n k n o w  amount Since 
thiiin; that w i l l  be p i c k e d  u p  under  the new proposed agreement which 
is'- being reviewed b y  the High Comnissioner and Marsha l l s  
GOmrnJnent. 

I had numerous m e e t i n g s  w i t h  Chief Secre tary  Oscar DeBrum, Hospi tal  
Administrator Don W i l s o n ,  Budget O f f i c e r  Rodger C o t t i n g ,  V i c e  Speaker 
of tAe N i t i j e l a  L e g i s l a t u r e  
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Donald Matthews regarding p a s t  c l a i m s  and the proposed 

0 

lypmo Hermios and U t i r i k  N i t i j e l a  

I 



.. 

I 

I 

, 

I 

. .  

TRIP REPORT - MAJURO, K I L I ,  JALUEZ' -4- 

$ 

new agreement .  
medical  records a r e  so bad t h a t  it is v i r t u a l l y  impossible t o  submit 
a n  a c c u r a t e  d la im.  
b y  a d e f e a t e d  p o l i t i c i a n  w h o  was r u n n i n g  from U t i r i k .  
agreed t h a t  this would not. be acceptable a n d ' t h e  Marsha l l s  Government 
once more agreed t o  send u s  a r e v i s e d  l i s t  based  on good judgment 
where medical  records were  i n a d e q u a t e .  

Recommendations 

1. DOE HIRE AND TRAIN A MARSHALLESE ON MAJURO 

By the H o s p i t a l  A d m i n i s t r a t o r ' s  own admission, the * 
T h e  only c l a i m s  list a v a i l a b l e  i s  one p u t  t o g e t h e r  

A l l  of us 
. 

' 

The " tarn i shed"  i m a g e  of DOE'in the Marshal l s  and the ' 

m i s t r u s t  of o u r  m o t i v e s  and personnel should  be s q u a r e l y  
addressed .  
comple t e  answer b u t  t h e  r i g h t  p e r s o n  cou ld  make a b i g  
di f ference.  Now we have no one t o  answer q u e s t i o n s  on the 
med ica l  and environmental programs once DOE or Cont rac tor  
personnel l e a v e  the i s l a n d .  A competent  per son  cou ld  take 
over the a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  of Ronge lap /Ut i r i k  per d i e m  c l a i m s  
so a s  t o  p r e v e n t  a mess as d e s c r i b e d  above from r e c u r r i n g .  
Suppor t  arrangements  for o u r  personne l  cou ld  be handled  
e x p e d i t i o u s l y .  ( B i k i n i  copra  s a t  a t  A i r  Micrones ia  for  
months  b e c a u s e  t h e y  w e r e  a f r a i d  t o  s h i p  i t  wi thou t  assurance  
t h a t  it was not dangerous . )  The Marsha l l e se  cou ld  have a 
Marsha l l e se  speak ing  f o c a l  point t o  convey  problems either 
r e a l  or imagined .  NOTE: 
t h rough  c o n t r a c t u a l  a r r a n g e m n t s  not through a Federal DOE employee.  
A d i o n :  I f  approved by N V / H Q  the C h i e f  S e c r e t a r y  cou ld  be 
asked  to g a t h e r  a l i s t  o f  c a n d i d a t e s  t o  i n t e r v i e w .  
c o u l d  be. h i r e d ,  t r a i n e d  (PASO/NV/HQ/BNL/LLL) and established 
i n  a n  o f f ice  i n  Majuro, The cost per y e a r  i s  e s t ima ted  t o  be 
abou t  $20,000.. T h i s  would i n c l u d e  s a l a r y  and f r i n g e s  $12,000,. 
t r a v e l  $1,000, o f f i c e  space, vehicle, s u p p l i e s ,  m i s c .  $9,090. 
PASO' t o  serve a s  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  s u p e r v i s o r  and focal point for 
i n f o ,  i n  and o u t .  

- 
The h ir ing  of a Marshallese i s  c e r t a i n l y  not the . 

T h i s  service would have  t o  be prov ided  

The person 

2. CONTRACTOR PERSCHTNEL CRANNEL ALL LOGISTIC SUPPORT REQUESTS 
THROUGH PASO 

.,-BElFI prsmkel in' mng. case's. wriTe .  d i r e c t l y  to government o f f i c i a l s  
fi the M a r s h a l l s  r e q u e s t i n g  m e e t i n g s ,  b o a e s ,  maintenance of 
equipment, etc. and then a r e  d i s a p p o i n t e d  i f  they g e t  there and 
the requests are not honored.. T h i s  p a s t  t r i p  revealed: numerous 
examples:  
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3. 

4. 

5 .  

a. The mee t ing  w i t h  Ronge lap /Ut i r i k .peop le  was not set up. I 

b. Sample bottles never a r r i v e d  i n  Majuro. 

c. Small  boat suppor t  f r o m  E j i t  t o  Majuro was not n e g o t i a t e d  
i n  advance w i t h  a r e s u l t i n g  overcharge. 

d .  

PUBLIC INFORMATICW ANNOLLVCEMENTS SHOULD BE SENT THROUGH PAS0 
TO MAJURO Fm TRANSLATED BRQADCRST CMT WSZO, PARTIWLWY FOR 
BNL MEDICAL VIS ITS  s 

The people on Rongelap and Utirik would be better prepared f o r  
the visits and the f e w  exposed or c a n t r o l  per sons  l i v i n g  p l a c e s '  
other t h a n  Rongelap, U t i r i k  Majuro, or Ebeye would have the 
o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  t r a v e l  t o  one of those p l a c e s  for examination. 
(&e control person  on K i l i  v e r y  much wanted t o  be examined.) 
I committed u s  t o  p i c k i n g  up his t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  costs t o  Majuro 
and r e t u r n  the n e x t  time BNL came there, 

WBC t r a i l e r  maintenance not performed. 
, 

FUTURE WBC T R I P S  BE L A I D  OUT M ADVANCE RND INTEGRATED INTO 
LIKTANUR 11 SCHEDULE 

T h i s  t r i p  cost u s  a t  least $7,000 more than it h a p  t o  b y  
u s i n g  a Marsha l l s  Governwent s h i p .  
Marsha l l s  a s s e t  again a f t e r  we w e r e  c r i t i c i z e d  p r e v i o u s l y  
€or u s i n g  the ir  s h i p .  

I t ' a l s o  used a v a l u a b l e  

DOE PRODUCE . A HIGH LEVEL DELEGATXm TO INTERFACE, IN THE 
MARSHALLS, WITH THE LEADERS OP THE MARSHAUS GOVERNMENT 

Need les s  t o  s a y  this shou ld  be w e l l  p lanned,  f u l l y  coordinated 
w i t h  the P r e s i d e n t  o f  the Marshall :Isl.ands and the High 
C o m i s s i c m e r ,  and be geared to p r e s e n t i n g  an overview on 
p r e s e n t  DOE programs i n  the P a c i f i c ,  their e v a l u a t i o n ,  p r e s e n t  
scope and f u t u r e  p l a n s  if a n y ,  
more democra t i c  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  the Marshall I s l a n d s  and t o  
# i s  end, i n  my v i e w ,  w e  should f u l l y  enjo in  t h e m  t o  o u r  ef forts 
as f r i e n d s  and p a r t n e r s .  

The USG is e n t e r i n g  i n t o  a new, 

briginal Signed BY 
H. u. BROWN 

H.- U. Brown 
OP-368 
HUB : j h f .  

Program L i a i s o n  Officer 

.I 0 I 3 2  I8 



. .  
TRIP REmRT - MAJURO, KILI, JALUXT 

c c :  R o g e r  Ray, APO, NV 
Nat Greenhouse, BNL 
D r .  Hugh P r a t t ,  BNL 
Dr. Bruce Wachholz, EV/HQ 

. ,  H&N/P!l'D 
-. _. .:. Dr. Wal ter  Weyzen, HQ 
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