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J u n e  6 ,  1‘179 

Dr. Bruce Wacholz 
O f f i c e  of Environment 
US Department of Energy 
Washington, DC 20545 

Dear Bruce: 

I n  response t o  your  letter of J u n e  1, 1379, w e  have  n o t  been requested by DOE 
to  provide In te r ior  w i t h  i n f o r m a t i o n  on  o u r  p e r s o n n e l  mon i to r ing  ac t iv i t i e s .  I 
would i n  fact  prefer t h a t  s u c h  i n f o r m a t i o n  be p rov ided  to  M)I th rough EV u n l e s s  
o t h e r w i s e  directed. P l e a s e  in fo rm m e  as to  your  p r e f e r e n c e .  I n  t h e  meantime, 
t h e  f o l l o w i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  is t h e  best w e  have  to  date i n  r e sponse  t o  t h e  q u e s t i o n s  
which you raised: 

1. W e  do n o t  know (and have no means imned ia t e ly  available to  estimate) how many 
people may have l i ved  a t  B i k i n i  A t o l l  between 1963 and 1978. 
f i e l d  t r i p  v i s i t s  i n  1974,  t h e r e  were approximate ly  40 pcople (presumably T r u s t  
Ter r i to ry-employed  c a r e t a k e r s  and t h e i r  families) l i .v inq on B i k i n i  I s l a n d .  The 
p o p u l a t i o n  grew o v e r  subsequen t  y e a r s  u n t i l  August 1378, when a l l  .140 p e r s o n s  
t h e n  i n  r e s i d e n c e  w e r e  moved to  K i l i .  W e  ’are u n c a r t a i n  abou t  t h e  breakdown, 
b u t  some of t h e  140 had l and  r i g h t s  on B i k i n i ,  w h i l e  o t h e r s  w e r e  T .T .  employee 
f a m i l i e s  w i t h o u t  l a n d  r i g h t s .  

When w e  began 

2 .  I n  A p r i l  1978, t h e  BNL medical team conducted sick c a l l  at B i k i n i  I s l a n d .  A t  
t h a t  t i m e ,  a census  w a s  conducted and 135 p e r s o n s  werc l i v i n g  on B i k i n i  I s l a n d .  
Some i n d i v i d u a l s  w e r e  n o t  p r e s e n t .  W e  estimat.c that the i s l a n d  p o p u l a t i o n  w a s  
between 135-145 w i t h  140 as t h e  most probable f i q u r r  f o r  April 1978. Of t h e  
140 p e r s o n s ,  30 p e r s o n s  were estimated to  be less tliaii Ti years o l d ,  and 22  
p e r s o n s  less t h a n  2 y e a r s  of age. We have assumed that t h e  number o f  pe r sons  
relocated i n  August 1978 w a s  e s s e n t i a l l y  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  A p r i l  1978. 

3. Bob Mi l t enbe rge r  had a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  d i s c u s s  p o p u l a t i o n  s t a t i s t i c s  on May 1 9 ,  
1979 w i t h  Tomaki J u d a  (a member of t h e  K i l i  Counc i l )  and Ralph Waltz  (a K i l i  
Counci l  spokesman). They s t a t e d  t h a t  d u r i n g  thc c n t i r e  p o s t - t e s t i n g  period 
d u r i n g  which B i k i n i  was i n h a b i t e d  (-1969 to  1 9 7 8 )  o n l y  2 o r  3 ( ex tended)  
f a m i l i e s  having  l a n d  r i g h t s  at B i k i n i  ever l ivtxl  thcrc. These f a m i l i e s  
comprised abou t  15% of t h e  t o t a l  p o p u l a t i o n ,  t h e  rcmdining 85% b e i n g  T.T. 
employees and t h e i r  dependents .  The fo l lowing  table prc%sents  o u r  best 
in fo rma t ion  to d a t e  i n  r e sponse  to your  q u e s t i o n s  %, 4 ,  5 ,  6 and 7. 
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8 .  Of t h e  13 people whoma Cs body burdens exceeded 3 p C i  i n  A Q r i I  1978, 4 

were whole body coun ted  i n  Janua ry  1979, 6 were counted i n  May 1979, and 
1 w a s  counted i n  both Janua ry  and May. 

9, 10. The following is  a descriptive breakdown of t h e  129 people who were 
counted i n  Nay 1979: 

(a) C o n t r o l s  - Six Marsha l l e se  subjects who c u r r e n t l y  l ive 
on Majuro, and who (based on i n t e r v i e w s )  have 
n e v e r  resided on B i k i n i .  

(b) Jabor I s l a n d  - Seventeen B i k i n i  "prior r e s i d e n t s "  who 
( J a l u i  t ) r e l o c a t e d  before 1977. 

(c) 

(d) 

Majuro Island - T h i r t y - f i v e  "prior r e s i d e n t s "  of B i k i n i .  

Majuro Island - Twenty-seven "relocated" r e s i d e n t s  of 

E j i t  I s l a n d  - Twenty-nine "relocated" r e s i d e n t s  of B i k i n i .  

B i k i n i .  

(e) 

11. The d i f f e r e n c e  between t h e  125 people counted and t h e  140 people relocated 
i s  presumably c h i l d r e n  under 5 y e a r s  of age. 

12. The p e r c e n t  of p o p u l a t i o n  whole body counted which was r e p o r t e d  i n  t h e  Table  
is based on t h e  ra t io  of t h e  number of  people counted i n  January and/or 
May 1979 to  the number relocated. 
less t h a n  5 y e a r s  o f  age and who are n o t  nonna l ly  counted,  t h e  p e r c e n t  counted 
w i l l  p robab ly  neve r  r e a c h  100%. 
67% as reported. 

S i n c e  t h i s  later group i n c l u d e s  c h i l d r e n  

The p e r c e n t  counted to  date s h o u l d  remain. 

13 

14 

The peop le  counted on Majuro, K i l i ,  e tc . ,  are n o t  a l l  " r e l o c a t e d "  B i k i n i a n s .  
Please see i t e m  (3) for d e t a i l s .  

Whole body coun t ing  w a s  performed i n  i n d i v i d u a l s  5 y e a r s  of a g e  or older. 
A l l  r e s u l t s  reported i n  t h e  &+y 21 let ter t o  Tom McCraw are f o r  t h i s  group. 
S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  '"Male" means a d u l t  male a g e s  15 and older; "Female" means 
a d u l t  females a g e s  15 and older; "Children" means male and female c h i l d r e n  
a g e s  5 t o  14 y e a r  of  age.  

P l e a s e  ca l l  me a t  FTS 666-4250 or Bob Mi l t enbe rge r  a t  666-2503 i f  w e  can 
p r o v i d e  f u r t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  or  c l a r i f i c a t i o n .  

S ince re fy ,  , 

N. A. Greenhouse 
Project Manager 
BNL Marshal l  I s l a n d s  Radio- 

l o g i c a l  S a f e t y  Program 

NAG/sl g 
cc: A. H u l l  

E. Lessard 
B. Mi l t enbe rge r  
T. McCraw 
C. Meinhold 
W. Weyzen J 
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