
Nr. Jonathan Weisgal 1 
Covi n g t o n  and Burl i ng 
888 16th S t r e e t ,  N W .  
Washington, D.C. 20006 

Dear Plr. Wei sgal 1 : 

July 6 ,  1979 

REPOSITORY DO E - F o R R ~5 r k  

You w i l l  reca l l  t h a t  during the Jtine 13, 1 9 7 9 ,  meeting with the Bikini 
Delegation you raised a question on behalf o f  the Bikini-Kili Council as 
t o  whether some of the 145 residents  o f  B i k i n i  who were relocated l a s t  
A u g u s t  froin B i k i n i  may have had higher "body counts" as a r e s u l t  o f  
having been a l so  involved i n  the 1954 Rongelap Bravo Fal lout .  

T h i s  item was summarized i n  Iterri No. 10 o f  the "Notes" d is t r ibu ted  
the June 13, 1979, meeting. D u r i n g  the discussion you s ta ted t h a t  
h a d  been reported t o  you t h a t  perhaps u p  t o  40 of the 145 people 1 
on B i k i n i  Island on August 1978, v d y  a lso have resided on Qongelap 
a t  the time o f  the March 1 ,  1 9 5 4 ,  Rravo F a l l o u t .  

Mr. Tommy McGraw, I th ink,  e x p l a i ~ i ~ i d  the s i tua t ion  with respect t o  
body burden aspect adequately, a 1  bough I have asked D r .  Ida1 t e r  kle 
a l so  t o  comment on t h i s  question. 

There i s  one aspect which I bel. ievr7 needs c l a r i f i c a t i o n  although I 
wish t o  dwell on i t  d u r i n g  our meeting. 
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As you know,  there  were only 86 individuals exposed a t  Rongelap and 
Ailingnae during the  March 1 ,  1 9 5 4 ,  f a l l o u t .  Additionally, four of these 
were " i n  utero". Twenty-one individuals o f  the  original g roup  have died,  
leaving an  exposed l iv ing  Rongelap-Ailingnae population o f  65 individuals.  
These i n d i  vidual s a re  examined regul a r l y  by the Brookhaven Laboratory 
Medical team and t h e i r  residence location i s  kept u p  t o  da te .  On a 1977 
l i s t  of the Rongelap-Ailingnae exposed individuals we have, we can ident i fy  
only  one Rongelap individual ,  i . e . ,  - with family o f  f i v e ,  
who was l iv ing  on Bikini Island i n  1977.  

In any evqnt, Brookhaven National Laboratory has a ros te r  o f  the 
Rongel a p  exposed individual s and t.tici r places o f  residence. 
,a ros te r  of evacuees frorn Bikini Island, who have been examined, a n d  I am 
asking Dr. Hugh P r a t t  t o  have these l i s t s  checked t o  determine how many 
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individuals might  conceivably have been on Rongelap in 1954. 
very doubtful t h o u g h  t h a t  40 i n d i v i d u a l s  o u t  of the remaining 65 
Rongelapese could have been l iving on Bikini Island in 1977-1975. 

I t  seems 

I believe we should c lear  u p  this matter since i t  could lead t o  
misunderstanding i n  the fu ture .  

1 0 1 3 1 5 ~  

Sincerely yours ,  

R U T H  G. VAN CLEVE 

Mrs. R u t h  G .  Van Clew 
Director 
Office o f  Ter r i to r i a l  Affairs 
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