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bear Dr. Vetter:

I an counsel for the people of Bikini, who were Boves
off their atoll in 1946 so that the United States could conduct
nuclear weapons tests. I am writing to eeek yvour assistancs
in reviewing the methof@ology, results and conclusions of rwsCent
radiolegical and medical studies at Bikini

: From 1946 to 1958, the United Statec detonated 23
nucleay devices at Bikini, including the March 1, 1954 hydrogan
Sombd test YBravo.® In 1967, nine years after President Bilssn-
hower declared a moratorium on atmospher:c nuclear teating, the
rtomic Energy Commission (AEC) conducted a radiological surecy
of Bikini to measure its safety. An Ad Hoc Committee &yppelatya
py the AEC reviewed the results of the survey and declaged that
#ikini was Yonce again safe for human kaoitat on ¥ Ths I@poOre
concloded: -~

*The exposures to radiation that would result

from the repatriation of the Bikini people &

not offer a significant threat to the:r health
apd safety.®

t-cordingly, on August 12, 1968, President Johnson anmmancsd
that rafliation levels on Bikini Atoll we e low enough %o allow
caie resettlement.
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Cleanup and rehabilitation of Bikinmi began in 1969
in preparation for resettlement, and the AEC continued to
vopitoy Bikinils safety. One AEC official stated in 196%
that *there ig virtually 'no xadiation left, and we can find
no discernable effect on either . plant or animal life.™ 1In
1971, the Director of AEC's Division of Operational Safsty
reported that well water samples had been takxen from gseveral
locations an Bikini Island over a period af -t.me and that,
*from & radiological viewpoint, the water is safe to drink.®

Despite these assurances, the Bikin: ans exprassed
increasing concern over the atell's safery, and 1n 197S
brought & court action to seek an arder direc  1ng the Umited
States to conduct a thorough radiclogical survey of ths atoll
Lo neasure and assess 1ts safety. In the court complaint, tha
Rikinians openly conceded their ignorance as o Bikgni‘a aalaty:

*For us to make an intelligen! decision té
- resettle Bikini Atoll, we must be ablie to

weigh our desire and return against the

radiological zisks or returninj. We have

not been previded with that irnforma+.10!

in a form that we can understaig *

hfter several yecars of litigation and settlewment discussions,
the United States agreed to conduct a thiirough radiological
study, including aerial radiation surveys and terrestrial and
warine studies, of Bikini and thirteen other 1slends =t atells
in the northern Marshall Islands that re¢ceived fallout frow
one or more of the U.S. nucleaxr tests 1 the Pacific.

The survey was conducted in late 1978, and stwe of tha
results from the aerial surveys have been released. Bafore thw
survey was even conducted, howaver, medizal examinatiobs coa-
ducted in April, 1978.on the 145 people who had been moved bhuck
to BiXini in the rarly 1970’s showed body burdens 80 high that
it was necessary to move them off Bikin: Islanc.

Based on these medical examinations and prelininery
rezultes from the radiological survey, the Umited Statee buas
announced that Bikini. Isiand will be off limits for habitation
or egricultural use for appreximately 6° years and that Kmau
Island dn Bikini Atoll will be off limits for at least 20«25
YHALS.

The Bikinians, who are confused by the conflicting
information they have received over the years, do not under-
stand why garlier surveys of Bikini wer: errcneois. Thoy
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heve, nndcrstandably; iost all trust irn ¥ S Governmant
scientists.

: I expressed these views on behatf of the ﬁeoplc of
Bikini last month in remarks to the United Mat:ons Trustasship
Council (see attachment at pages 10-11), and I requestad that
#n intermational committes of scientists having no comasction
wvith or interest in the U.S. government or the U.S. nucledx
testing program, independently review and assess the rogults
and cenclusions of the porthern Marshall Islands radiological
survey, specifically . as they apply to the safety of Bikimi
=2nd Eneu Ielands in Bikini Atoll. Last week, 1 made tha paae
recuast to the U.S. governmerrt,” snggesting thet the United
States fund an independent assessment of the survey by & ot
mittee of internationral scientists or perhaps fund soversl
independent assessments by individual non-United Statee
scientists.

Civen the importance of this survey to the future
af the Bixinians, the past mistakes of U §. scilentistg i=
soasuring and/or assessing the safety of Bikiri. and tha
uncertainties concerning the long-term effecdt of lovw levels
of radiation. I belisve that it 1s in th- ipnterests of all
parties to seek independent assessment o' the survey. Al-
thongh I have not vet received a formal reply fiom the United
ttates government, I am hopeful that it ~i%l respond favorably
to the Bikinians' reguest

: Iin the event that the United ¢ ates does agres W
fund an independent review of the northe:'n Marshall lslands
rediological survey, would you be interewted in participating
in this yeview? Some of the broad gues' ons the Bikinians
gscek to have answered are the following

- Was the proper methodoloy  use: .n the
northern Marshalls survey?

- Pid the survey employ the best avallable
tochmological techmigues and eqguipment?

- Are the dats collected frsm the snirvey sogulaia
=G yeliaple?

-~ Are the ccnclusions, predicticns and riex
s ATEESBRNTS concerning the future safety of Bikini and tosva
ixlands velid? An analysis of this issue would, of colred,
socessitato a review of both the survey and the April, 1979
xiical expminations,
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, 1f you would be interested in participating in this
Projﬁ'?t» please let me know at your earlieat conveniente. If
you wish, I will smend you detalled inforwstion concerning tha
survey and the medical examinations

‘I look forward to hearing from you g0
Sincerely,

/- Jonathan ¥. Weisgall

L

Attachaent




