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. I  ‘ X . J l ,  

Dr. W i l l i a m  W. Burr 
Deputy Director 
Division of Biomedical and 
,:I Envirpnmental R.esearch 
Department of Energy 
Washington, D.C. 20545 

Dear Dr. Burr: 

1 am enclosfnq for your information a copy uf a :-!arch 28,  
1978, letter from High Commissioner Adrian P. :linkel 
dealing with matters which appear tu have created problems 
in the administration of S e c t i o n  1 0 4  of P.L. 95-134. 
you know, t h i s  section deals w i t h  compensation to the 
i n h a b i t a n t s  of Rongelap and U t i r i k  A t o l l s  fo r  r a d i a t i o n  
exposure sustained by them as a r e s u l t  of t h e r - m n u c l e a r  
detonation a t  Bikini Atoll on March 1, 1954. 

A s  

The Assistant Attorney Genzral of t h e  T r v s t  Ter r i to ry  w h o  
has made a preliminary survey in the Marshall Islands on 
this mat ter  has exoressed the opin ion  t h a t  d u e  t o  d i f f i -  
culties found w i t h i . ?  the l anquaqe  of the act, myment cannot  
be properly administcrcd u n t i l  c l a r i f i c a t i o n  is  received or  
the act is anended. I am now hav ing  the com.ents analyzed. 
Although most will not involve your aqency,  several problems 
dealing w i t h  the medical aspects have been raised. 

I think we should have a neetin? soon to discuss the r a m i f i -  
cations of t he  a c t  and t h e  reco%mcndations of the High 
Commissioner, 
s t a f f  will make arrangements f o r  a c o n f e r e n c e  a t  a later 
date. In the meanwhile, I would a p y e c i a t c  your comments on 
the medical  aspects touched on in the EIigh Commissioner’s 
letter- 

I understand t h a t  Yr. John E. deYounq of ay 
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Sincere ly  yours ,  

Mrs. R u t h  G. Van Cleve 
D i r e c t o r  
O f f i c e  of Territorial Affairs 
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