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S e c r e t a r y  of Defense 
The Pentagon 

Dear M r .  S e c r e t a r y :  

We are w r i t i n g  t o  expres s  our  concern and t o  r e q u e s t  an e x p l a n a t i o n  
from you r ega rd ing  t h e  Department of Defense 's  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e  clean-  
up of r a d i o a c t i v e  p a r t i c l e s  and d e b r i s  remaining on Enewetak A t o l l .  

It i s  our  understanding t h a t  work i s  underway and t h a t  i t  i s  be ing  
performed under t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of t h e  Defense Nuclear Agency w i t h  person- 
n e l  from a l l  s e r v i c e  branches a s s igned  t o  t h e  a c t u a l  o n - s i t e  c leanup work. 

Our Subcommittee's work i n  t h e  area of h e a l t h  e f f e c t s  of i o n i z i n g  ra- 
d i a t i o n ,  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  t h e  p o s s i b l e  e f f e c t s  of t h e  atomic t e s t i n g  program 
on m i l i t a r y  test p a r t i c i p a n t s ,  a long  w i t h  t h e  number of s c i e n t i f i c  s t u d i e s  
which l i n k  low-level  r a d i a t i o n  and c a n c e r ,  c l e a r l y  demonstrate  t h a t  ser- 
i o u s  q u e s t i o n s  remain unanswered about  r a d i a t i o n  hazards .  Because of t h i s ,  
w e  would l i k e  s p e c i f i c  i n fo rma t ion  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  Defense Department 's  par- 
t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e  Enewetak cleanup and about  what p r o t e c t i v e  measures are 
being taken. I n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  w h a t  are t h e  r a d i o a c t i v e  i s o t o p e s  t o  b e  re- 
moved from t h e  i s l a n d s  i n  t h e  a t o l l  and how would t h e  se rv icemen ' s  d u t i e s  
expose them t o  t h e s e  m a t e r i a l s ?  What are t h e  r ad ia t ion -exposure  s t a n d a r d s  
be ing  a p p l i e d  i n  t h e  Enewetak work and what p rocedures  are be ing  followed 
t o  i n s u r e  - t h a t  t h o s e  s t a n d a r d s  are s t r i c t l y  en fo rced?  What a c t u a l  expo- 
s u r e s  are expected f o r  t h e  m i l i t a r y  workers? How a r e  t h e  men b e i n g  pro- 
t e c t e d  a g a i n s t  i n h a l a t i o n  and i n g e s t i o n  o r  a b s o r p t i o n  of t h e  r a d i o a c t i v e  
m a t e r i a l ?  

The Enewetak cleanup,  of  cour se ,  has been a u t h o r i z e d  and funded by 
Congress. S ince  t h e  work must c o n t i n u e ,  we would u r g e ,  however, t ha t ,  
based on t h e  p o t e n t i a l  r i s k  as demonstrated by t h e  e x p e r i e n c e  with the 
t e s t i n g  program, you might want t o  c o n s i d e r  u s i n g  v o l u n t e e r s  o n l y  i n  t h e  
cleanup work. Furthermore,  w e  s t r o n g l y  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  
should be f u l l y  a p p r i s e d  of t h e  known and p o t e n t i a l  risks of the exposures  
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they w i l l  be  g e t t i n g  and, i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  t h a t  they be  t o l d  t h a t  t h e  r i s k s  
may be g r e a t e r  than i s  now be l i eved .  W e  would sugges t  a l s o  t h a t  permanent 
r eco rds  be maintained by t h e  Defense Department of every p a r t i c i p a n t  and 
t h a t  d e t a i l e d  medical  r e c o r d s  be k e p t  a long w i t h  d e t a i l e d  r e c o r d s  of t h e i r  
d u t i e s ,  exposures and a c t i v i t i e s  on t h e  a t o l l .  A p o s s i b l e  followup of t h e  
p a r t i c i p a n t s  might be  planned €or  as w e l l .  

I f  t h e s e  s t e p s  are be ing  t aken ,  w e  would be  p l eased  t o  know of  t h a t ;  
i f  they a r e  n o t ,  w e  would urge t h a t  t hey  be i n s t i t u t e d .  While t h e  f i n a l  
answers concerning h e a l t h  e f f e c t s  of low-level  r a d i a t i o n  exposures  are  
still  unknown, w e  should no t  be g u i l t y  of f a i l i n g  t o  provide a l l  p o s s i b l e  
p r o t e c t i o n  f o r  servicemen now c l e a n i n g  up t h e  d e b r i s  from t h i s  c o u n t r y ' s  
n u c l e a r  t e s t i n g  i n  t h e  Enewetak A t o l l .  

A s  we understand t h a t  t h e  i n i t i a l  s i t ework  h a s  been completed and 
t h a t  con t ingen t s  of m i l i t a r y  pe r sonne l  began t h e  a c t u a l  c leanup i n  Novem- 
b e r ,  w i th  new con t ingen t s  scheduled t o  a r r i v e  t h e r e  nex t  month, w e  expect  
a prompt r ep ly .  

Wi-y good w i s h ,  we are 

Chairman Ranking Minor i ty  Member 

' /  and che Environment 


