
June  i s ,  1 9 7 8  

M r .  Chairman: 

My name of Tomaki J u d a ,  M a g i s t r a t e  of t h e  K i l i  

Counc i l .  

-, as w e l l  as l e g a l  c o u n s e l  J o n a t h a n  14. 

W e i s g a l l  o* f .Cov ing ton  €i B u r l i n g  i n  Washington ,  D.C .  

f o u r  B i k i n i a n s  b e f o r e  you t o d a y ,  o n l y  - 
c u r r e n t l y  l i v e s  on B i k i n i .  

With m e  t o d a y  a re  -, - and 

O f  t h e  

Mr. Chairman,  w e  accompanied High C o m m i s s i o n e r  W i n k e l  

on h i s  recent t r i p  t o  Bik-ini  and K i l i ,  a n d  we  h e l d  many long  

m e e t i n g s  w i t h  t h e  peoplc  l i v i n g  on both j s l a n c l s .  Rased on 

t h e s e  m e e t i n g s ,  w e  c a n  repor t  t o  you  t h a t  it i s  t h e  s t r o n g  

wi sh  of t h e  p e o p l e  l i v i n g  on B i k i n i  t h a t  t h e y  n o t  l e a v e  t h e i r  

i s l a n d .  of &he U n i t e d  S t a t e s  

announced i n  1 9 6 8  t h a t  B i k i n i  I s l a n d  w a s  

. 

They t o l d  u s  t h a t  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  '-. 
safe ,  and t h e y  do 
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- - 
I s l a n d  w a s  s a f e  and t h a t  t h e y  c o u l d  e a t  and d r i n k  t h e  c o c o a n u t s  

o n B i k i n i  I s l a n d .  The High Commissioner t h e n  a r r i v e d  t o  an- 

nounce t h a t  t h e  p e o p l e  had t o  l e a v e  B i k i n i  and t h a t  Eneu i s  

n o t  c o n s i d e r e d  s a f e  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  

- 

A f t e r  t h e  a s s u r a n c e s  t h e  B i k i n i a n s  r e c e i v e d  from 

P r e s i d e n t  Johnson i n  1 9 6 8 ,  a n d . e s p e c i a l l y  i n  l i g h t  o f  D r .  I 

C o n a r d ' s  r e c e n t  v i s i t  t o  t h e  i s l a n d ,  t h e  p e o p l e  on B i k i n i  

w e r e  -- and s t i l l  are -- r e l u c t a n t  t o  f a c e  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e y  

m u s t  l e a v e .  

t o  you t o d a y ,  Mr. Chairman. The f i r s t  i s  f o r  you t o  c l a r i f y  

t h e  comments made by D r .  Conard t o  t h e  B i k i n i a n s  and t o  d e t e r -  

mine w i t h  what a u t h o r i t y  he  w a s  s p e a k i n g .  I t  i s  possible t h a t  

h i s  s t a t e m e n t s  were made on t h e  b a s i s  o f  o l d  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  b u t  

They have t h e r e f o r e  'asked u s  t o  convey t w o  r e q u e s t s  

. _  h i s  comments, f o l l o w e d  s h o r t l y  by t h e  High Commiss ioner ' s  v i s i t ,  

r e s u l t e d  i n  d i s t r u s t  and c o n f u s i o n .  The s i t u a t i o n  f a c e d  by t h e  

B i k i n i a n s  is d i f f i c u l t  enough as it i s  w i t h o u t  hav ing  t w o  

w e l l - r e c o g n i z e d  p e o p l e  v i s i t  B i k i n i  w i t h i n  a s h o r t  t i m e  o f  

e a c h  o t h e r  and make c o n t r a d i c t o r y  s t a t e m e n t s  a b o u t  a mat ter  

of s u c h  impor t ance .  
. 

The second r e q u e s t  w e  convey t o  you t o d a y ,  Plr. Chairman, 

i s  t & a t  - _ _  - y o u r  Subcommit tee  c l o s e l y  m o n i t o r  t h e  upcoming r a d i o -  - 
logical and f o o d s t u f f  t e s t s  t o  be conduc ted  at B i k i n i  A t o l l .  

' T h e P e o p l e  l i v i n g  on B i k i n i  I s l a n d  d e s p e r a t l e y  wi sh  t o  remain  

on  B i k i n i  A t o l l ,  and t h e y  are h o p e f u l  t h a t  tests on Eneu I s l a n d  
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8 w i l l  show it  

tes t  r e s u l t s  
- 

t o  be s a f e .  They u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  t h e  r e c e n t  

a re  p r e l i m i n a r y ,  .and t h e y  hope t h a t  r e s e t t l e m e n t  

'prove t o  be p o s s i b l e .  

Chairman, w e  c a n n o t  d e s c r i b e  t h e  sorrow f e l t  by 

on Eneu w i l l  

I l r  

o u r  p e o p l e  as t h e y  l e a r n e d  -- w i t h  b i t t e r  d i s a p p o i n t m e n t  -- 
t h a t  t h e y  must once  a g a i n  leave B i k i n i .  

d i c t o r y  s t a t e m e n t s  of t h e  U . S .  Government o v e r  t h e  l a s t  t e n  

D e s p i t e  . t h e  c o n t r a -  

y e a r s ,  t h e  peop le  of B i k i n i  have begun' t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  

s i t u a t i o n  t h e y  face.  

t es t s  shbw t h a t  o u r  p e o p l e  w i l l  n o t  be  able  t o  l i v e  on B i k i n i  

o r  Eneu f o r  t h e  n e x t  4 0  o r  50 y e a r s ,  t h e  p e o p l e  l i v i n g  on 

B i k i n i > a r e . p r e p a r e d  t o  relocake t o  K i l i  and J a l u i t .  

They have t o l d  u s  t h a t  i f  t h e  upcoming 

. 
A move t o  K i l i ,  however, and t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of 

K i l i  as  a permanent  home f o r  t h e  n e x t  two g e n e r a t i o n s  of 

B ik in i ans '  canno t  come w i t h o u t h e l p  f r o m  t h e  U . S .  Government t o  

d e v e l o p  K i l i  as  a f u n c t i o n a l ,  l i v e a b l e  community. For a l m o s t  

3 0  y e a r s ,  w e  have l i v e d  on  K i l i  t h i n k i n g  e a c h  y e a r  t h a t  w e  

w i l l  move t o  B i k i n i  t h e  n e x t  y e a r .  

of 50 more y e a r s  on K i l k ,  it i s  c l e a r  t h a t  w e  must  t h i n k  and 

As w e  face t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  

1 

i 

p l .an i n  l o n g e r  terms. As you know, K i l i  i s  an i s l a n d  w i t h  no I 

reef - and no l agoon ,  and a c c e s s  t o  t h e  i s l a n d  i s  v e r y  d i f f i c u l t  

fox m o s t  of thc y e a r .  Paced w i t h  thcse c o n d i t i o n s ,  o u r  people- 

hav-not - processed c o p r a  i n  l . a r g e  q u a n t i t i e s  because  b o a t s  v i s i t  

? -  - 
k 

, t h e , i s l a n d  r a r e l y .  Months f r e q u e n t l y  go by w i t h o u t  a v i s i t  from. 

! 
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L .  - 
. p a s s i n g  s h i p s ,  and o u r  o n l y  communication w i t h  t h e  r e s t  of 

the-world i s  by r a d i o .  The c o n s t r u c t i o n  of a l o n g  p i e r  o n  

K i l i  would f i y  F T ~  

- 

-. . 
. .  

1 
1 

e n a b l e  b o a t s  t o  dock a t  K i l i ,  encourage  o u r  p e o p l e  

t o  p r o c e s s  more copral and p r o v i d e  a much needed t i e  t o  t h e  

rest o f  t h e  Marsha l l  I s l a n d s .  ? lo reove r ,  a p i e r  would e n a b l e  

o u r  peop le  t o  r e g a i n  t h e i r  f i s h i n g  s k i l l s  and make u s  less i 
dependent  6n”s’hipments of s u r p l u s  gqvernment food .  

- -  
Other  p ro j ec t s  must  b e  unde r t aken  i f  K i l i  i s  t o  

. -  

become o u r  permanent home f o r  t h e  n e x t  two g e n e r a t i o n s .  

s h o r t ,  2000-foot  runway would h e l p  t o  b r e a k  t h e  i s o l a t i o n  w e  

f e e l  from, t h e  rest of t h e  wor ld ,  and it would - .  i n s u r e  immediate  

a i d  i n  case o f  emergency. The f e w  roads o n  K i l j .  s h o u l d  l x  

improved t o  e n a b l e  us  t o  t r a n s p o r t  c o p r a  more e a s i l y  from on 

end of t h e  i s l a n d  t o  a n o t h e r .  

b u i l t ,  a long  w i t h  a new s c h o o l ,  and o u r  m a k e s h i f t  t emporary  

homes, o u r  community h a l l  and o u r  warehouse d e s p e r a t e l y  need 

r e n o v a t i o n .  A t  t h e  same t i m e , * y o u  m u s k r e a l i z e  t h a t  K i l l  i s  

‘ a l r e a d y  overcrowded,  a n d ’ t h e  r e t u r n  of s o  many p e o p l e  from 

B i k i n i  w i l l  i n c r e a s e  t h e  K i l i  p o p u l a t i o n  by a t  l e a s t  2 0  p e r c e n t .  

We.-efore u r g e  t h e  High Commissioner t o  e x p l o r e  t h e  p o s s i r  

b i i i t y  of r e l o c a t i n g  some of o u r  p e o p l e  on Jabwor I s l a n d  on  

A 

. .  . .  
. ‘  

. .. . . .  . .  
’ 

. .  . .  ._ _ _  . ~ . - .  

A m e d i c a l  d i s p e n s a r y  s h o u l d  be  . .  ,- . -  . 

- .  

.. 
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- L i f e  on K i l i  i s  d i f f i c u l t ,  b u t  w i t h  t h e s e  improvements 

w e  are c o n f i d e n t  t h a t  o u r  p e o p l e  can  r a l l y  f r o m  t h e s e  s o r r o w f u l  

days  and make K i l i  a r e a l  home, w i t h  d e c e n t  communication t o  

- 

. .  

t h e  o u t s i d e  w o r l d  and s o m e  k ind  of economic 

w e  feel  t h a t  o u r ' p e o p l e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  e l d e r l y  o n e s ,  a re  

e n t i t l e d  t o  compensa t ion  from t h e  U.S. f o r  t h e  removal o f  o u r  

p e o p l e  from B i k i n i  and f o r  t h e  v i r t u a l  d e s t r u c t i o n  of  B i k i n i  

and o t h e r  i s l a n d s .  Medica l  care w i l l  a l s o  be needed ,  e s p e c i a l l y  

for  t h o s e  people who have been  l i v i n g  on  B i k i n i  -- and t h e i r  

f u t u r e  c h i l d r e n .  I t  i s  p r e m a t u r e  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e s e  q u e s t i o n s  

a t  t h i s  t i m e ,  however,  s i n c e  t h e r e  h a s  n o t  been a f i n a l  d e t e r -  

m i n a t i o n  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  s a f e t y  of Eneu. I f ,  however ,  t h e  up- 

coming tes ts  show t h a t  t h e  e n t i r c  a t o l l  i s  u n s a f e ,  w e  a sk  n c i t h c r  

f o r  your  sympathy n o r  f o r  y o u r  s h a r e d  moral conce rn .  

want and need  y o u r  he lp  t o  rese t t le  oyr community and t o  l e t  

u s  t r y  t o  become once  a g a i n  t h e  p e o p l e  w e  w e r e  b e f o r e  t h e  

l i f e .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  

. .  
I 

W e  s imply  

a r r i v a l  of t h e  atom and hydrogen bombs. 

. 
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