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Dear Walter: 

A t  t h e  t i m e  of the  r e c e n t  C o n g r e s s i o n a l  h e a r i n g s  on B i k i n i ,  s e v e r a l  
p e o p l e  from B i k i n i  who were a t t e n d i n g  t h e  h e a r i n g s  i n  Washington v i s i t e d  
BNL J u n e  21-22. (Mr. Oscar DeBrum,  D i s t r i c t  A d m i n i s t r a t o r ,  M a r s h a l l s ,  
and A t a j i  B a l o s ,  Marshellese Congressman, a l s o  v i s i t e d . )  Two of t h e  
B i k i n i  p e o p l e ,  , who had been  l i v i n g  on B i k i n i  a s  H e a l t h  Aide ,  
and a -,- l i v i n g  on Majuro ,  had whole body gamma spec t ro - .  
g r a p h i c  a n a l y s e s  f o r  Cs-137 and K-40 done by D r .  Cohn's group a t  BNL and a t  
NYU by D r .  Cohen. The l a t t e r  a l s o  d i d  an  a n a l y s i s  f o r  A m - 2 4 1  i n  h i s  s p e c i a l  
c o u n t e r .  Copies  of t h e s e  r e p o r t s  w i t h  comparison w i t h  Mr, E l i l t e n b e r g e r ' s  
c o u n t s  a t  B i k i n i  i n  t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  of A p r i l  are e n c l o s e d .  

n r n  
p g  

You w i l l  n o t e  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a d i s c r e p a n c y  between the  BNL and NYU 
CS-137 c o u n t s  (which a r e  i n  c l o s e  agreement )  on t h e  one hand,  and t h o s e  of 
M i l t e n b e r g e r  a t  B i k i n i  i n  A p r i l .  
were 1 .62  a t  BNL, 1 . 7 2  a t  NW and 3 . 3  a t  B i k i n i .  M r .  M i l t e n b e r g e r  o f f e r e  
t h e  f o l l o w i n g  e x p l a n a t i o n  of t h i s  d i s c r e p a n c y .  A t  t h e  t i m e  of t h e  f i n d i n g  
o f  e l e v a t e d  c o u n t s  a t  B i k i n i ,  t h e  peop le  were a d v i s e d  t o  r e f r a i n  from e a t i n g  
home-grown p r o d u c t s  i n c l u d i n g  coconu t s .  H e  believes\-'! may iuwt 
complied.  I f  s o ,  h e  claims a s u b t r a c t i o n  f o r  l o s s  due t o  b i o l o g i c a l  t u r n o v e r  
would pu t  h i s  c o u n t s  o n l y  10-15% above t h o s e  r e p o r t e d  above (a r e a s o n a b l e  
d i f f e r e n c e ) .  The agreement  between t h e  K-40 c o u n t s  would t end  t o  s u p p o r t  t h i s  
e x p l a n a t i o n .  I n  any e v e n t ,  t h i s  i s  on ly  one  case.  

The e s t i m a t e d  body burdens  of  Cs-137 (uCL) 

The f i n d i n g  of  no d e t e c t a b l e  Am-241 (200 p C i  lower  l i m i t  of d e t e c t i o n )  
i n  t h e  s k u l l  of-and no  x-ray peak  f o r  Pu-239 i s  encouraging .  
It w i l l  b e  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  see t h e  r e s u l t s  of r ad iochemica l  u r i n e  a n a l y s e s  
on t h e  peop le  l i v i n g  a t  Bikini  now i n  p r o g r e s s  and t o  be  r e p o r t e d  soon by 
D r .  Naidu. 

S i n c e r e l y  y o u r s ,  

PRIVACY ACT MATERIAL REMOVED , 

bwafenc l s .  
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