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Noveder 15 ,  1976 

Dr. Robert Seamans 
Office Energy msearch fr Development Admin. 
Washington, D.  C. 20545 

Re: Our Cl ien t :  People of  Ut i r ik  Ato l l ,  Marshall Is lands 
Negligence - March 1, 1954 

Dear S i r  : 

This o f f i ce  has been retained by the People of  U t i r ik  Ato l l ,  
Marshall Islands, United Nations Trusteeshi-p, t o  seek compensation 
on their behalf  fo r  damages they have suf fered  as a r e s u l t  of the 
negligence of  the United S ta tes  Government i n  the detonation of a 
nuclear device on March 1, 1954. 

For the last 22 years our clients have suf fered  from the  e f f e c t s  
of  t h e i r  exposure t o  radiat ion with only token compensation and 
per iodic  medical treatment which can only be described as experimentation. 
Along with the high degree o f  thyroid tumors, including malignancy, 
among the exposed population, evidence has been detected t h a t  second 
generation chi ldren are being genet ical ly  a f f l i c t e d .  
direct physical damage, the e n t i r e  po lu la t ion  of  the atoll .  suf fe rs  
from the  emotional and psychological effects of  the  expectation of 
continuing hea l th  problems. 
e n v i o m e n t a l  impact the rad ia t ion  has had upon the f l o r a  and ftruna 
of Ut i r ik  Ato l l .  
been coinpensated f o r  t h e i r  property losses  by Congressional ac t ion ,  
it is  t i n e  t h a t  the people of U t i r ik  Atoll  shall  be compensated f o r  
the  loss  of  l i f e ,  continuing diseases ,  t h r e a t  of disease,  altered 
environment and the humiliation o f  being t rea ted  as human guinea p igs .  

Besides the 

Your agency should be well aware of the 

Now t h a t  the fornler res idents  of Bikini Atol l  have 
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group be conq2ensatetl i n  the. sum of One Nil l ion  lbllars ($1,000,000.00) 
f o r  physical  and psychological i n j u r y .  Further derrmd i s  made on 
behalf of a l l  other inhabi tants  of the Ato l l  i n  the sui1 of Sixty 
Mill ion Jb l l a r s  ($60,000,000.00) for  psydiological , enntional and 
enviomeritnl dnmages. 
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This o f f i ce  has i n  i t s  possession a large amount o f  documentation 
supporting the negligence involved i n  the March 1, 1954 detonation 
which has caused the damages, as well as  documentation supporting 
the  extent of these damages. We f e e l  confident t h a t  your agency 
has access t o  most, if not a l l ,  of t h i s  mater ia l ,  since most are  
the r e su l t s  of s tud ies  sponsored by the United S ta tes  Energy 
Research and Lkvelopment Administration, formerly known as the 
Atomic Energy Commission. 

Our c l i e n t s  are continuing t o  su f fe r  disease and l o s s  of l i f e  and 
land use as a r e su l t  o f  t h i s  incident .  In f a c t ,  the U. S. Energy 
Research and Development Administration has cancelled a December, 
1976 medical survey expedition t o  the Ato l l  as a d i r ec t  r e s u l t  of 
our c l i e n t s  demand f o r  compensation. This of f ice  urges t h a t  such 
a survey be conducted immediately and t h a t  our c l i e n t s  not su f f e r  
fu r the r  as  a r e s u l t  of t h e i r  e f f o r t s  t o  seek redress for  the  wrongs 
they have suffered.  

This o f f i ce  w i l l  pursue our c l i e n t s '  claims t o  every l eve l  of National 
and Internat ional  administration. 
people of the Bikink Ato l l  should now be applied t o  the bodily and 
psychological i n ju r i e s  of our c l i e n t s .  

We fee l  t h a t  the precedent of the 

This o f f i ce  w i l l  be happy t o  furnish any information regarding our 
c l i e n t s '  claim and expect an immediate response to  our demands. 


