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Rehabitation of the Marshall ZaXand cogarunfticte on Enewetak and 
Bikini  presents unique Qifffculdes not ordinarily experianced 
by m p l e  returnhag to I2mi.r hcsmelands. 
raiq;lation fallout xesuStlng from &a 46 aifferent nuclear tests 
in the lata forties and f i f ths  axe intraducing problems w i t h  
attendant biological r i s k s ,  
by E R M  hd5cates that *hot spots* s t i l l  exist, Furthemre, 
many foras of existing flora and fauna are comft?ersld nonedfble! 
thereby zestzictiag- the die+ of tlna natives. 

prul~lcmm for a s ~ l a l l  nusabatr of Bikinianat. 
that %any had increased hotly burdens of r;esim=137 caused by 

s&xtcifically# tho 

Wnitarfng aP radiol&gical Ievels 

V a r r i a b l ~  levels of ra0iaactivity have already created some 1 
Testa revealed 



eating breadfruit and pandanus. 
to sat these food sources. In adclftion, masuxabla traces 
of plutonium have bean llountZ in their urine, 

The returnees were told not 

1 

Based on these reports and others we have reciaive4 it i f p  

apparent that attempts to ccmmunicake the T h k 8  of contaaiaa- 
t ian  ham been uneuccess9~1. Yet ,  in the near future, return- 
ing natives will be foneaally provided w i t h  specihic instrm%b* 
tiofis and rec2onmMsndatiane far avoiding "hat smksa and cantawinate& 
fwd S O U I ~ ~ B .  From our knowledge of t h e  altars una Xifo style 
of raturneels we would pr(il&iat that raany af the reaomaaandatfons 
won't be falllowed and fur thr  complicate the total rehabitation 
4Ef fort. 

Steps wust be taken to manitor and CLL~SCZ)SB the behavioral 
response of reiturslew to safety rsc~mdat lons ,  
this w e  Would UTgS ERDA t~ take initiative? to sponsor a 
systematic assessment af t h a  rehabftation procms includfng 
zt specific assessment of the behavioral patterns associatad wi th  
adapting and coping wi th  radiological h ~ a h l ~ ,  

The areessment would mphad.m the behavioral components of 
the response to safety standards and relationships w f t h  
long-tern jdjustmsnt over the next four years, the period of 
time 8et aside to coroplcte the rshabitathn process. Certain 
behavioral pattern8 a r ~  likely to merge that are directly 
aonnected with the preeence of radiation and knowledge of the 
thyroid problesaa experienced by natives at Rdngelsrp and 
U t i r i k .  

TQ accornpliah 

In course of planning and conducting the aasessmnt, ZL 
nlllElb~x of anbstanave questions can be raised, 8s followst 

\ 

\ 
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1. 

2, 

3. 

What adjustments and accamodations w i l l  be 
mad0 by ralacataea in rasponrise to safety 
recommendations? Ta what extent w i l l  normal 
dai ly  life s t y h x ~  be. affected? 

Can RRDA be assured that rolocateas will 
f u l l y  comprehend the concept of radiation 
.cnxyosure and the intrinrsia rationale for 
the fmgoattion of safety instructions and 
recarauklrmdatians? 

what socfaculkural n o m  and sanctions, if any, 
will merge that will prevent returnees from 
Frequenting off-lintit areas and eating con- 
taminated food? How w i l l .  they be enforced? 

\ 
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4, Will behavior re~pon~es e0 safety redcammen- 
dations be folttwed indefinitely or w i l l  
they fluctuate according t o  prasencs 
of absence o f  enfklozcrars or ERDA monktorfng 
teams? 

The baafc approaoh of the project would bo b t e r d h d p l h a ~  and 
woul& utflixe an ethnographic case study and functional analysis 
at the indfvidual, social and cultural lavels, masuewnk 
technicpas wauZd include f i e l d  and participant observation, 
structured interviews, self-retporte and biod~~tuasntari%rs# offf- 
d e l  records, and critical-event dacwaentatfon. Appraachae hnd 
proces8ures axe considered by raost bhavforal scisntfslts as very 
acceptable for monitoring and documenting the reaponees to 
situations similar to those discussed above. 

The significmce of the study has Xlar-reachbg hplicatlons and 
the results would greatly increase nnderstanding o f  a rehabita- 
t b n  process in an ctnvirOnntcfnt: that haw been drnstiaally altered 
by kechnohgical research. 
migration and evrrmtual rehabffxttfan will likely be repeated in 
the near future in different settings, 
coal excavatfon on the lands of Arnevicnn Xndians and Alaska 
natives, nuclear waste Oisposal i n  southweskem s t i t t ~ 8 ,  and ail 
shale exploration throughout: tha west and ATaska, 
would3 unquestionably disrupt existing ccmnunities and night  well 
invalve relocatfon af  residents. €lence, knowledge gained from an 
aesesaraent ~f the circumstances in the Maxrhall fslande should 
faci.litate (a) greater awareness of tho social, psychological, 
and cultural consequences of papulation diaplacament and (b) 
development of guidelines for nore effectively managing reloca- I 

tion and rehabitation when thcey ~urrr neceasairy in the future. 
Most importantlyr hmvever8 i o  the potantial far predicting 
and preventing further hardships among the Marshalletse. 

Furthemuore, effect@ of forced 

Poseib&litiea include 

A l l  such actfana 




