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ACTION MEMORANDUM 

TO : S e c r e t a r y  

THRU : Under S e c r e t a r y  
A s s i s t a n t  S e c r e t a r y  f o r  Defense 

FROM : D i r e c t o r  of M i l i t a r y  A p p l i c a t i o n  

SUBJECT: DOE R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  t o  Coord ina te  Review of  t h e  Proposed OSHA 
S tanda rd  f o r  Exposure t o  Bery l l i um 

Whether t h e  Department of Energy ( D O E )  should  d e s i g n a t e  a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  
t o  work wi th  t h e  Department of Labor (DOL) and the  Department of Defense 
(DOD) t o  rev iew t h e  t e c h n o l o g i c a l  and econoinic f e a s i b i l i t y  o f  t h e  proposed 
b e r y l l i u m  s t a n d a r d .  

Background 

On August 30,  1978,  S e c r e t a r y  S c h l e s i n g e r  adv i sed  S e c r e t a r i e s  Marsha l l  and 
C a l i f a n o  t h a t  a l though  he ag reed  t h a t  t h e  workers '  h e a l t h  was of paramount 
impor t ance ,  h e  was concerned about  t he  a d v e r s e  e f f e c t  of t h e  proposed 
b e r y l l i u m  s t a n d a r d  on our  n a t i o n a l  s e c u r i t y  (Tab A ) .  F u r t h e r ,  t h e  Department 
of H e a l t h ,  Educa t ion ,  and Welfare  (DHEW) was asked t o  unde r t ake  an independent  
p e e r  rev iew of  a l l  a v a i l a b l e  d a t a  on t h e  e f f e c t s  of b e r y l l i u m  exposure .  

S e c r e t a r y  C a l i f a n o ' s  November 7 ,  1978, l e t t e r  t o  S e c r e t a r y  Marsha l l  s t a t e d  
t h a t  t h e  e x p e r t s  g e n e r a l l y  agreed  t h e  d a t a  show t h a t  b e r y l l i u m  i s  an an imal  
c a r c i n o g e n ,  t h a t  t h e  ev idence  s u g g e s t s  an a s s o c i a t i o n  between b e r y l l i u m  
exposure  and human c a n c e r ,  and t h a t  t h e r e  were i n s u f f i c i e n t  d a t a  t o  de t e rmine  
whether  b e r y l l i u m  copper  a l l o y  i s  a ca rc inogen .  It was recommended t h a t  t h e  
Occupa t iona l  S a f e t y  and Hea l th  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  (OSHA) proceed  t o  s e t  s t a n d a r d s  
t h a t  l i m i t  exposure  t o  b e r y l l i u m  i n  t h e  workplace  (Tab B ) .  

D i scuss  i o n  

S e c r e t a r y  M a r s h a l l ' s  l e t t e r  of Februa ry  9 ,  1979,  t o  S e c r e t a r y  S c h l e s i n g e r  
a s s u r e s  t h e  DOE t h a t  t h e  DOL has  no i n t e n t i o n  of s i g n i f i c a n t l y  and a d v e r s e l y  
a f f e c t i n g  key n a t i o n a l  d e f e n s e  programs (Tab C ) .  The DOE and DOD are asked  
t o  d e s i g n a t e  a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  from each  agency t o  c o o r d i n a t e  e f f o r t s  and t o  
e n s u r e  t h a t  t h e  conce rns  of t h e  t h r e e  Departments  a re  expres sed  and r e s o l v e d .  
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I recommend t h a t  M r .  Ralph Caudle ,  D i r e c t o r ,  D i v i s i o n  of O p e r a t i o n s ,  
O f f i c e  of M i l i t a r y  A p p l i c a t i o n ,  be d e s i g n a t e d  a s  t h e  DOE r e p r e s e n t a t i v e .  
M r .  Caudle has  d i r e c t  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  b e r y l l i u m  s u p p l y  program 
and i s  tho rough ly  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  a l l  f a c e t s  of t h e  i s s u e .  D r .  Donald Ross,  
D i v i s i o n  of O p e r a t i o n a l  and Environmental  S a f e t y  (OES), EV, w i l l  a l s o  
p a r t  i c  i p a  t e  . 
Recommendation 

That  M r .  Ralph Caudle be  d e s i g n a t e d  a s  t h e  DOE r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  and t h a t  t h e  
DOE l e t t e r  t o  t h e  DOL a t  Tab D be  s i g n e d  by t h e  S e c r e t a r y .  

J. K .  B r a t t o n  
Major G e n e r a l ,  USA 

Approve : 

Disapprove :  

-- --- Date :  

Concurrences 

EV, Clusen 

I R ,  Hughes 

Date 3)'6/.77 -- Concur e--.- 
Nonconcur See Tab 

OSE, Pagnot t a  Date 3 )7/7$ Concur 
Nonconcur ee Tab 

At t achmen t s :  Tab A - L t r  fm DOE t o  DOL d t d  8 / 3 0 / 7 8  
Tab B - L t r  fm DHEW t o  DOL d t d  1 1 / 7 / 7 8 ,  w/o e n c l s .  
Tab C - L t r  f m  DOL t o  DOE d t d  2 / 9 / 7 9  
Tab D - Proposed  I t r  f m  DOE t o  DOL 

&; /\ Lz: Rose r ,  AL, w l a t t a c h s  

B u r r ,  HHA, w / a t t a c h s  
+$-: McCool, OES, w / a t t a c h s  

P repa red  by: OMA: G L T a y l e r / b j t :  353-3487: 3 / 7 / 7 9  


