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Dear Ray:

I want to inform yvou of the steps I am taking to resclve
as cquickly as pcssible the gquestions that have arisen about
the studies of the carcinogenicity of baryllium.

A number of experimental studies have yielded results
identifying beryliium as carcinogenic in several species of
laoo*atory enimals. In addition, researchers whe examined
the medical records of workers at a Reading, Pemnsylvania
plant concluced that there was a2 higher than expected in-
cidence of cazncer zmong workers who nacd “een exposed to
beryllium.

Besed on these studies and on acvice Irom HEW's Naticnal
Institute of Occupationzal Safety and Zszl:zh, the Cccupational
Szfery and Hezlth Acdministration.in the _ecartment oi Labor
began hearings last vear on provosed standards to limit the
exposure of workers to berylliuz.. 1In these nearings, reser-
vations have beesn expressed, including the Ifollowing guestions

® 2 , serious cuestions have been raised about

t: ethodologyv -- and thereicre, about the con-

c cns -- oI the study of ths medical records of

W rs expesed te beryvllium &z the Reacing,

T vlwvania plantc

° nd, guestions have been rzlised about the

icebility to various bervilium alloys 0f the
ings oi the animel studies c01ce:ni1g beryl-
itsell Beryllium, in its actuel industrial
is princisally encountered in alloy form.
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Zxzerts within the Public Hezlth Service have reviewed
izsues careiully. They believe tThazt The animal studies
rhat beryllium is a carcincgen were carafully and ,
¢ carried out, and that these studiss support the
setting oI occuparional exposure limits for z1l forms of
bery 11ivm used in industry. The Department's experts do
bave questions aDout the methodology of the Reading study, ‘
put its possible defects do not aliter their conclusions

about the carcinogenicity of beryllium.

In view oI the questions thet have been raised, .and to
Tesolve any uncertainties that mav exist, I have asked Dr.
Julius h*cnmond the Surgeon General, and Dr. William Foege,
the Director of the Center for Disease Control, to review
2ll of the studies with the mest distinguished independent

experts in the field. I have asked them to conduct this
review in public. Thney will report back tec me within 30

cays from today.

s .

I will send vou a summary of the views of these con-
sultants and our assessment of the entire situation with
respect to peryllium within 10 days of my receint oif the
report submitted by Drs. Richmoné and Fcege.

In view oI the expert judgment that ths animal studies
are sound, I feel that the prudent course oI action is Ior
OSHA to proceed promptly with its work on setting limits of
exposure to beryllium, in order to assurs the protection of
the heaith and safet ty of berylliwn workerx

Sincerely,

cc: The Honorable James R. Schl ger
Secrecary of Energy

10114189



