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Honorable James R. Schlesinger
Secretary of Energy
Washington, D. C. 20585

Dear Mr. Secretary:

Department of Energy Assistant Secretary for Defense
Programs, Duane C. Sewell, has provided the Subcommittee with
a copy of your August 30, 1978, letter to Labor Secretary
Ray Marshall on the setting of an appropriate worker safety
standard for beryllium and Volume I of the May 2, 1978, DOE
Special Task Group Report on Beryllium.

Although the Subcommittee has not completed its review
of these materials, I am troubled by the time lag between
the May 2, 1978 completion date of the Task Group Report and
your August 30, 1978 letter to Secretary Marshall.

If as you state in your letter to Secretary Marshall,
that the '"loss of beryllium production capability would
seriously impact our ability to develop and produce weapons B
for the nuclear stock pile and, consequently, adversely affect -
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our national security,”" I am at a loss to understand why you e

waited a full three months after completion of the May 2
Report to advise Secretary Marshall of the need for addition-
al research prior to promulgation of a revised worker safety
standard for beryllium.

This curious time lag is suggestive of incompetence on
the part of DOE in promptly conveying its concerns to Secre-
tary Marshall or of an effort on the part of your office
to curry favor from those opposed to a more stringent worker
safety standard for beryllium during the course of debate on
the Natural Gas Bill.
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Accordingly, I would appreciate your advising the Sub-
committee by close of business Friday, September 29, of the
reasons for your heightened interest of late in a rev1sed
standard for exposure to beryllium.

Thank you for your cooperation.

JOHN E. MOSS
Chairmap’
Subcommittee on
Oversight and Investigations
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cc: Roger Colloff, Special Assistant
to the Secretary, Deputy Secretary
and Under Secretary
Department of Energy
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