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Department of Energy 
Washington, D.C. 20545 

0' May 26, 1978 

Note t o  Hal Holl i s te r ,  Dir., OES 

This is t o  update the May 25, '1978, note concerning the plutonium 
contamination incident  a t  Rockwell Hanford. 

The incident  occurred a t  about 10:30 a.m. i n  room 145 of Building 234-5 
i n  the 200 West Area. The employee was engaged i n  s in t e r ing  FFTF 
plutonium fuel. A rupture occurred i n  the r i g h t  hand glove causing 
contamination of 103 d/m t h a t  was eas i ly  removed. Nasal contamination 
was 240 d/m t o  the r i g h t  passage and 320 d/m t o  the l e f t  passage. 
passage i r r i g a t i o n  reduced these leve ls  t o  l e s  than 13 d/m. A 25 f t 2  
area under the hood was contaminated t o  4 x l &  d/m. A whole body 
count ind ica tes  3 l u n g  burdens which co r re l a t e s  t o  45 rem/yr. 

Nasal 

The update. was p-ovided by Mr. G.  R .  Yesberger, Safety and Environmental 
Division, R L ,  a t  1:53 p.m. ,  May 26, 1978, through the EOC. 

Yd/@A F. Raymond L Zintz,  Chief 

Emergency Preparedness Branch, O€S 
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