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RECENT DOE SERIOUS ACCIDENTS 

The Department of Energy has recently experienced four serious accidents 
in its operations. 
occurrence follows: 

A summary of the most current information on each 

1. 

2. 

3.  

Industrial accident at Van De Graaff Building, LASL, June 9, 1978, 
involving two LASL Physics Division employees. 
placing floor panels in the Tandem Van De Graaff Tank (confined 
space which had contained sulfur hexafluoride, then nitrogen, and 
then ventilated) in preparation for maintenance work after a 
machine run. One man collapsed inside the tankrafter working (&ut 
1-4 minutes. In an attempt to rescue the man, the second man 
collapsed., Both individuals were taken to the hospital unconscious. 
The second individual's condition improved significantly and was 
released from the hospital June 12. 
regained consciousness and died June 17. 

The workers were 

The first individual never 

A fire occurred at the Liquid Phase Methanation/Shift Pilot Plant 
(HYGAS facility), Chicago, Illinois, June 22, 1978, causing an 
estimated damage of $200,000 to the Institute of Gas Technology 
(IGT) portion of the facility and $50,000 to the Chem Systems, 
Inc., portion. 
electrical control systems and combustible building contents. 

There were no injuries. The oil fed fire burned 

A construction worker sustained a severe electrical shock, July 5, 
1978, when he was steadying a vent pipe being positioned by a crane 
which came in contact with a 60 KV power line at the Proton-Electron- 
Positron (PEP) construction site at the Stanford Linear Accelerator 
Center, Palo Alto, California. The worker suffered burns over 
80 percent of his body, 50 percent of which are third-degree bU33.S- 
His condition is still critical. 
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Note t o  Hal Hollister, Dir., OES 

A construction worker, employed by subcontractor Fred J. Early Co., 
sustained a severe electr ical  shock when a crane came i n  contact 
with a 60 keV power l ine a t  the Stanford Accelerator Center a t  
about 10:45 a.m, PDT, July 5, 1978. The worker was taken t o  the 
Stanford Medical Center, then transferred t o  a burn center. His 
condition and exact location i s  unknown a t  th i s  time. 

When the accident occurred, the worker was steadying a vent pipe 
being positioned a t  the Proton-Electron-Positrpn (PEP) construction 
s i t e .  The prime contractor i s  Kaiser Engineering. 

A press release has been made. 

A committee i s  being formed t o  conduct a Type B (or A)  investigation. 

OES was informed of the incident by Mr. A .  C. Carrico, Environment 
and Safety Division, SAN, a t  4:43 p.m., July 5, 1978, through the EOC. 
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