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@ON INTEJ3ACTIOMS OCTSIUE E;RI)A RI ' IATTRC TO DESERT ROCK EXPOSURES 

It was c l e a r  from t h e  mee t ing  a t  hFR!.:I on Friday, August 1 9 ,  1 9 7 7 ,  
t h a t  DOD (Army) i s  b e k g  r e a s o n a b l y  ; igFrest ; ive r e l a t i v e  to i t s  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  p r o b i e n s  ove r  t r o o p  exposure  r e c o r d s .  However, 
i t  appeared  t h a t  a s e r i o u s  problem a v a i  t s  ERDA r e g a r d i n g  t h e  
o b s e r v a t i o n s  o f  D r .  G .  Ca ldwel l  o f  ITW's C e n t e r  f o r  Disease C o n t r o l .  
K i s  work i s  bound t o  ra i se  question:: a b o u t  t h c  e f f e c t s  of low- leve l  
r a d i a t i o n  exposure  t o  t h o s e  who p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  any a tmosphe r i c  t e s t i n g .  
DYh u n d e r s t a n d s  t h a t  >70u w i l l  be  t a l k i n g  t o  I k .  Caldwel.1 on Thursday ,  
August 25, a l o n g  w i t h  Er. C .  1,ushbauirh and Dr, E.  Tompkins, and. t h a t  
t h e  p r o t o c o l  f o r  ep idemiologica l .  w o r k  may Le d i s c u s s e d  d u r i n g  t h a t  
mee t ing .  

A t  t h i s  t i m e ,  i t  i s  becoming r a t h e r  e v i d e n t  t h a t  17P,r)A, on i t s  own, 
should  have. a broad  e p i d e n d o l o g i c a l  s t u d y  in progress so t h a t  w e  
w i l l  become p repa red  t o  answer the, c 'bvious q u e s t i o n s  which will a r i se  
because  o f  D r .  C a l d w e l l ' s  work. These z re  q u e s t t o n s  t o  wt!i.ch ERDA 
probab ly  i s  n o t  s u f f i c i e n t l y  prcpnrcd  t o  respond today .  It seems 
i m p o r t a n t  t h a t  ERDA move rather qui r k l y  t o  rreet  i t s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  
i n  t h i s  a rea ,  r e g a r d l e s s  of what 1)r. C n l . d k ~ e l l ' s  p l a n s  nay be f o r  
f u r t h e r  work. I have  no i l l u s i o n s  t h a t  this n o r k  can  he completed 
q u i c k l y ,  bu t  a t  l e a s t  i t  should be tart tci .  

I a n t i c i p a t e  t h a t  D r .  Caldwell ' s  o b L e r v a t i o n s  cou ld  have g rave  l e g a l  
and p u b l i c  relations impac t s  upon U " A .  DYA d l i  be anx ious  t o  
c o o p e r a t e  w i t h  you i n  anv way s o  t r  e i .pedi tc  i n i t i a t i n g  FRDA 
a c t i o n s  t o  f ~ e ~ i d  v f  f these probl  ens tieforE 1 hey b e c o r e  severe. 


