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W. W. H. Weyzen, BER
ON INTERACTIONS OUTSIDE ERDA RFLATING TO DESERT ROCK EXPOSURES

It was clear from the meeting at AFRRI on Friday, August 19, 1977,
that DOD (Army) is being reasonably aggressive relative to 1its
responsibility for problems over troop exposure records. However,

it appeared that a serious problem awaits ERDA regarding the
observations of Dr. G. Caldwell of FEW's Center for Disease Control.
Bis work is bound to raise questions about the effects of low-level
radiation exposure tc those who participated in any atmospheric testing.
DMA understands that vou will be talking to Dr. Caldwell on Thursday,
August 25, along with Dr. C. Lushbaugh and Dr. E. Tompkins, and that
the protocol for epidemiological work may be discussed during that
meeting.

At this time, it is becoming rather evident that ERDA, on its own,
should have a broad epidemiological studv in progress so that we

will become prepared to answer the cbvious questions which will arise
because of Dr. Caldwell's work. These are questions to which ERDA
probably is not sufficiently prepared te respond today. It seems
important that ERDA move vather quickly to meet its responsibilities
in this area, regardless of what Dr. Caldwell's plans may be for
further work. I have no illusicons that this work can be completed
quickly, but at least it should be started.

I anticipate that Dr. Caldwell's ohservations could have grave legal
and public relations impacts upon FRDA. DMA will be anxious to
cooperate with you in any way so as tc expedite initiating ERDA
actions to head off these problems before they become severe.
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