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Purpose

To supplement data provided by previous Iuformation iemoranduim dated
August 19, 14977, as to the occurrence of as wany as 1C cases of lceukemnmila
among approxiuately 1,000 Army troops vwho participated in a Desert Rock
Exercise oun Lvent Smokey in August 1957.

Finding:s

The Armed Forces Institute of Patholosy has checked on about 2 200
individuals belicved to have participated at cvent Smokey. Yhey have
found a total of 24 leukenia cases, inciuding o of the 10 nentioned above.

Status

Dr. G. Caldwell frowm the Center for Discase Control, lEVW, is meeting
today with represcntativaes of the Army Surgeon General's 0ffice and with
menbers of tlie Armed Forces ipldemiological soard. LrDA is not dinvolved
in that meeting, but LA staff are of the understanding that this
wecting is aimed at cstablishing a 0D position for posaible use for
handliag the public fInformation probLlem.

On Tuesday or Wednesday of next week (Aupust 30 or 31) DOD wlll conduct

a meeting to plan for near future actions for handiing the opidenmiolozical
problem of assessing the possible relationsilp between low-level radiation
doses from nuclear testing amd the occurrence of loukemia. LIDA, the
Public Hhcaltn Service, and the Veterans aduinistration will participate.

Public affairs guestions rclative to this uatter will contimie to be
a respousibility of the 00D, Aray barjeon ceneral's vifice.
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