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Date : J i l y  1 1 ,  1977 

Alamos a.lso has a char te r  t o  conduct epidemiological s tud ie s  in r e l a t ion  
t o  the transurcinic workers. Accordi nqly , i t  was recommended t h a t  b o t h  
organizations def ine the scope G +  t h e i r  programs, specify the kinds o f  
col lected information required dt i i :  s pec i f i ca l ly  note what col laborat ion 
between the t w o  programs should a n d  w i l l  develop. The Committee recom- 
mended t h a t  Dr,,. Voelz a n d  Brei tenstein pursue the resolut ion o f  these 
matters and  report  t o  the ComniittFe theit- f indings so t h i s  matter may 
be considered i n  more d p t a i l .  

The Committee recommended t h a t  t h e  use o f  a s ing le  laboratory t o  analyze 
the Transuranium Registry autopsy samples tie avoided and t h a t  a minimum 
of two labora tor ies  be used. Two main considerations were the  technical 
aspects  involving laboratory in te rca l  ib ra t ions  and the  avoidance of socio- 
po l i t i ca l  opponents c r i t i c i z i n g  s ingle  laboratory b ias .  I t  was empha- 
sized tha t  assur ing low-ievel detc-ctioti [ ib i  l i  ty of t ransuranic  elements 

2. 

To : U .  S .  Transuranium Registry i s t r ibu t ion  

From: Bryce D .  iirei tens t e i n ,  J r .  D .  , Di rec tor  q 4 X * d r . 1 . ,  

Subject:  RECOMMENDATIONS O F  THE U .  S. ~ R A N S U R A N I U M  REGISTRY ADVISORY 
COMMITTEE - M E E T I N G  J U N E  15-15, 197 ;  

The following recomrwndations of the I . S. Transuranium Registry Advisory 
Committee, which a r e  endorced by the PPqic,try. dre forwarded f o r  your in-  
formation a n d  guidance. 
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5. I t  was recommended t h a t  the  Registry consider maintaining dupl icate  
records a t  widely separated storage f a c i l i t i e s  t o  reduce the  r i sk  of 
loss  of d a t a .  

6 .  The matter of following u p  on separated transuranic employees was 
noted t o  r e l a t e  back t o  the specif ic  i den t i f i ca t ion  of such employees, 
a n d  the Committee made no recommendations on t h i s .  I t  did recommend, 
however, t h a t  Drs. Voelz a n d  Brei tenstein consider t h i s  matter and 
present t h e i r  f indings and recornmendations t o  the Committee f o r  t h e i r  
subsequent advice. 

7 .  The Comnittee made very strong recommendations regarding the necessi ty  
t o  obtain samples of bone and bone marrow, i n  pa r t i cu la r  t he  femur. 
Their recommendation was t h a t  femur samples involving fu l l - c ros s  
sect ions (napkin r i n g )  be sought vigorously. The current  s tud ies  
regarding bone marrow separation were encouraged and a s p e c i f i c  recom- 
mendation was made f o r  the Registry t o  take a c lose look a t  the  ethylene- 
diamine extract ion mthod of separation of bone and bone marrow, which 
has been successful in radium cases 

8. The Committee recognized the number of complications involved in the 
in te rpre ta t ion  a n d  extrapolat ion o f  d a t a  f r o m  the  laboratory analyses 
of  autopsy samples t o  t h a t  of the  whole body and  the subsequent correla-  
t ion of the d a t a  with the health physics in vivo determinations.  To 
a s s i s t  the Committee i n  m a k i n g  recommendations on t h i s  sub jec t ,  i t  
appointed Drs. Poston (Chairman) a n d  Mays t o  inves t iga te  and report  
t h e i r  f indings.  Mr. Newton of the  !#SIR s t a f f  will work c lose ly  with 
t h em . 

9.  The matter regarding the establishment o f  a transuranic accident and 
analysis  cen ter  was noted t o  be contained i n  the or iginal  cha r t e r  o f  
the Transuranium Registry a n d  a l so  inherently contained in the  epi-  
demiological study being conducted by [ ) r .  Voelz. I n  addi t ion ,  Oak 
Ridge Associated Universi t ies ,  t h r o u g h  Dr. Lushbaugh's s t a f f ,  i s  com- 
p i l ing  some transuranic accident da:,a. This matter,  the Committee 
noted, needs c l a r i f i c a t i o n  for  b e t k r  assignment o f  respons ib i l i ty .  
Discussions oetween Drs. Lushbaugh, Voel z a n d  Brei tenstein a re  needed, 
with t h e i r  recommendations t o  the (.ommi t t e e .  

10. The Committee recommended t h a t  the  Pegistry continue t o  seek analyses 
o f  autopsy samples f o r  b o t h  the transuranic elements and uranium 
where b o t h  deposit ions may have O C C  irred.  I t  recommended t h a t  the 
Registry n o t  undertake the task o f  ,ncluding in t h e i r  a c t i v i t i e s  a 
separate  r eg i s t ry  f o r  uranium ( m e t a , )  workers a t  t h i s  time. 
n o t  because such an a c t i v i t y  w o u l d  be improper or  foreign t o  the 
i n t e r e s t s  o f  the Registry,  b u t  rathllr t h a t  funds are  already inadequate 
f o r  some more v i  t a l  e f f o r t s  w i t h  t h t a  transuranium elements. 

This i s  
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1 1 .  The Conimi t t e e  recommended t h a t  t h e  t :iergy Research and Development 
Administration e s t ab l i sh  c o n t a c t  anti at.teiript t o  obtain the highly 
des i rab le  suppor t  ( f inanc ia l  and  adiu.n-istrative) o f  the  Nuclear Reg- 
ulatory Cominission t o  enhance 1 icenc>.ie ; )a r t ic ipa t ion  i n  the  IJSTR. 
The Committee was hes i tan t  t o  make ,iriy rccoinrnendations regarding 
s imi l a r  support frorn Nuclear Energy iab i l  i t y  Property Insurance 
As so c i a t i on w i t no u t  more s p ec i f i c i t i  =o !-ma t i o n  reg a r d  i n 9 the i r 
object ives  and degree o f  p a r t i c i n a t '  In 
Registry make fur . ther  contact  t.o 6 ~ , +  ' , n t '  :hesc areas and report  t h i s  
t o  the Committee. 

I t  was recommended t h a t  the  

1 2 .  The Committee re( ominended support [ f specid1 hiological s tud ies  
which will  make t h e  best  use o f  alr'93sv t i s sue  d n d  encouraged 
col laborat ion between the USTR a n d  thi ,r  EKDP, sponsored labora- 
t o r i e s  such as Bc i t t e l l e ,  b r q o n n e ,  r d o ,  '?idgr a n d  t h e  University o f  
Utah. 

13. I t  was recomniendd tha t  ar;nual meeT ng ,  of the IJSTR Advisory Committee 
be held,  preferably ear ly  i n  t h o  c o  enriar vedr,  so tha t  programmatic 
and budgetary concerns may be c o n i i  ~ ~ r ~ - d  1 '  t ime ly  f a s h i o n .  

cc :  USTR Advi sory C o i m i  t t e e  iknbers 
W. H .  Weyren, I$./). - E R D A  i ieadqua' .er-  


