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RECRUI'LNENT FOR ACTIVE PARTICIPATION I N  THE RADIATION ACCIDEhT 
REGISTRY BY INDIVIDUALS EXPOSED I N  RADIATION ACCIDENTS 

AT FACILITIES O F  NKC LICENSEES 

An untoward e v e n t  i nvo lv ing  i o n i z i n g  r a d i a t i o n  i n  which any i n d i v i d u a l  

r ece ived  s i g n i f i c a n t  r a d i a t i o n  exposure i s  c l a s s i f i e d  as an a c c i d e n t  € o r  t h e  

purposes  of t h e  R a d i a t i o n  Accident R e g i s t r y .  

f i n e d  as a l e v e l  of exposure a t  which c l i n i c a l  symptoms would be expected.  

" S i g n i f i c a n t "  exposure i s  de- 

Every r a d i a t i o n  a c c i d e n t  i s  a u t o m a t i c a l l y  e n t e r e d  i n t o  t h e  r e g i s t r y  as soon 

a s  knowledge of t h e  event  becomes known; and, f o r  each a c c i d e n t ,  every in -  

d i v i d u a l  who r e c e i v e d  any r a d i a t i o n  exposure due t o  t h e  accident:  i s  a l s o  

a u t o m a t i c a l l y  e n r o l l e d  i n  t h e  R e g i s t r y .  

The i n f o r m a t i o n  i n  t h e  R e g i s t r y  f o r  each exposed i n d i v i d u a l  should in- 

c l u d e  t h e  fo l lowing  d a t a :  Es t ima tes  of dose,  by type  of r a d i a t i o n ,  f o r  each 

p a r t  of t h e  body exposed and d e t a i l s  of t h e  dose c a l c u l a t i o n s ;  a complete h i s -  

t o r y  t o  t h e  t i m e  of t h e  a c c i d e n t ;  c o p i e s  of a l l  h o s p i t a l ,  l a b o r a t o r y ,  and 

p h y s i c i a n s '  r e c o r d s  cove r ing  t h e  p e r i o d  of o b s e r v a t i o n  and t r e a t m e n t  f o r  

s i g n s  and symptoms d i r e c t l y  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  a c c i d e n t ;  and c o p i e s  of r e c o r d s  

of a11 p h y s i c a l  examinat ions and h o s p i t a l i z a t i o s s ,  i n c l u d i n g  pa tho logy  re- 

p o r t s  and s l i d e s  of t i s s u e  specimens, subsequent t o  t h o s e  d i r e c t l y  r e l a t e d  

t o  t h e  a c c i d e n t .  

The exposure in fo rma t ion  w i l l  g e n e r a l l y  become a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  R e g i s t r y  

from t h e  a c c i d e n t  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  r e p o r t s .  

mation can o n l y  be  ob ta ined  w i t h  t h e  consent  of t h e  p a t i e n t  and w i l l  o f t e n  

However, t h e  rest of  t h e  i n f o r -  
/ 

r e q u i r e  a r e l e a s e  s igned  by t h e  p a t i e n t .  An i n d i v i d u a l  who h a s  been i n -  

of  t h e  a &  

t h e  
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purpose  of t h e  R e g i s t r y  and defin-e for him t h e  e x t e n t  of involvement  t h e  i n -  

d i v i d u a l  would have w i t h  the R e g i s t r y  i f  h e  a g r e e s  

imum, a release should  be  ob ta ined  t o  p rov ide  t h e  

t o  

team t o  t h e  Reg i s t ry .  I&p&d&&cessary 

pe rmi t  t h e  R e g i s t r y  t o  o b t a i n  c o p i e s  of t h e  h o s p i t a l  and med ica l  r e c o r d s  as 

well as employment r e c o r d s .  

PURPOSE OF THE REGISTRY 

A primary purpose  of t h e  R a d i a t i o n  hcc idenc  R e g i s t r y  i s  t o  compi le  com- 

p l e t e  c l i n i c a l  h i s t o r i e s  of r a d i a t i o n  a c c i d e n t  victims t o  b e  used  i n  the 

t r a i n i n g  of p h y s i c i a n s  t o  t reat  i n d i v i d u a l s  esposed t o  r a d i a t i o n  i n  t h e  f u t u r e ,  

o r  t o  p rov ide  medica l  care f o r  p a t i e n t s  w i t h  a ? i c t o r y  o r  r a d i a t i o n  exposure .  

F o r t u n a t e l y ,  t h e  number of i n d i v i d u a l s  who have r e c e i v e d  s i g n i f i c a n t  l e v e l s  

of r a d i a t i o n  exposure  due t o  a c c i d e n t s  i s  small. However, t h e  v e r y  r a r i t y  of 

t h e s e  i n d i v i d u a l s  makes i t  ext remely  impor tan t  t o  have as  much i n f o r m a t i o n  as 

p o s s i b l e  about  the c l i n i c a l  cour se  of each exposed i n d i v i d u a l  so  t h a t  t h e  

t o t a l i t y  o f  expe r i ence  w i l l  be  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  t h e  u s e  of p h y s i c i a n s  t r e a t i n g  

exposed persons .  The in fo rma t ion  i.n t h e  R e g i s t r y  i s  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  t h e  u s e  of 

q u a l i f i e d  p h y s i c i a n s  and  s c i e n t i s t s ,  b u t  t h e  anonymity of the i n d i v i d u a l s  

e n r o l l e d  i n  t h e  R e g i s t r y  wH++n!? mainta ined .  
/irv. 

EXTENT OF INVOLVEMENT BY I N D I V I D U A L S  ENROLLED IN THE REGISTRY 

4-4- 
Each i n d i v i d u a l  i n  t h e  R e g i s t r y  ._II b e  c o n t a c t e d  a n n u a l l y  by  a inember 

of t h e  s t a f f  o f  t h e  R e g i s t r y .  A t  t h a t  t ime, t h e  r e g i s t r a n t  w i l l  be asked abou t  

h i s  h e a l t h  du r ing  t h e  p a s t  yea r .  I f  he has had any i l l n e s s e s ,  o r  p h y s i c a l  

examinat ions ,  h e  w i . 1 1  b e  r eques t ed  t o  have t h e  -wr'ical r e c o r d s  forwarded- - Any expense involved  i n  o b t a i n i n g  these r e c o r d s  w i l l  be b o r n e  by t h e  

R e g i s t r y .  A t  t h e  time o f  t h e  f i r s t  c o n t a c t  by t h e  R e g i s t r y ,  a t i m e  o f  day,  
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of week, and of year f o r  making these annual contacts will be established for 

the convenience of the Registrant. 

A Registrant might, at some tine, be invited to come to O a k  Ridge, 

Tennessee, f o r  a complete physical examination, when having the results of 

the examination would benefit the training and research mission of the 

Registry. 

for the exposed individual and a traveling companion will be paid by the 

Registry; and, of course, there will be no charge for the examination. The 

If a Registrant accepts the invitation, travel and living expenses 

findings o f  this examination will be made available to the private physician 

of the examinee at the request of the examinee. 

BENEFITS TO TIiE ENROLLED INDIVIDUALS 

The medical expertise in the care of individuals exposed to radiation 

which physicians associated with the Radiation Accident Registry have de- 

veloped is freely available to a private physician of a Registrant. 

physicians associated with t h e  Registry are also always available to t a l k  

with a Registrant about concerns he might have about his exposure, to help a 

Registrant find a private physician, and to provide copies of the individual's 

medical history to a Registrant's new physician if this is requested. 

The 

E. Tompkins 
September 9, 1 9 7 6  


