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Herewith the  review you invited.  You gave no i c d i c z t i o n  o f  the d e t a i l  
you woald l i k e ,  so  I have adosted a general zpproach m d  kzF t  the l e r q t h  dvm. 

. The a l t e r n a t i v e ,  t o  have worked tk-ow! each t eb le  i n  tu;--,, would h.ve nade very 
turgid reading but noreover would have d i s t r zc t ed  attenti- from w h a t  I consider 
t o  be the major inadequacies o f  the r e p o r t .  

The widesprea6 and rapid p b l i c i t y  of the report ,  cmzn  beforo Sublication, 
has already lead t o  i t s  findings being e q l o i t e d  i n  sevezzJ contexts. 
involved in evidence far two high court  h c a r i w  in  whi& t h e  ?Ed report  has 
been c i t e d  t o  est-te balance of p robab i l i t i e s  between e o n t a n e o u s  and radiation- 
induced maligmnces. 
myelom death was due t o l e ~ e l s  of r ad ia t ion  within occugzkLmally Demit ted 
linits! 
Inquiry together with loany references t o  it by objectors 50 t k  groposed 
exgas ion .  

We a re  (::.- 
In one, the 3SL f igures  lead t o  a ?EA probabi l i ty  that a 

The reDort zlso receive6 a day of d i r e c t  publicC- at the  Yindscale 

I would advise that this report  has very l i t t l e  s d z n t i f i c  merit and that 
Ad- a l i t t l e  more than is 

. 

therefore the findings have very l i t t l e  va l id i ty .  
deducible from the  report  ( i e .  an inpression formed by falking t o  each of the 
th ree  authors),  I f e e l  tht  &ncuso l e f t  all  the t e c h i d  aspects  of the =lysis 
to Stewart and t h a t  i n  tim she l e f t  a l l  tire d e t a i l s  'io E k s l e .  &eale i s  a ;can 

who is s o  involved with 51s s t a t i s t i c z l  sethods t h a t  he m ~ ~ r l o o k z  2X the ,TOSS 

f ea tu res  in the r a w  data a d  does not  see contradictions 3e%ween the o r i g i y a l  
data and the  r e s u l t s  of a nethod L~I which he fizs in-<ester2 . k p l i c i t  f a i t h .  
with mos t  peogie with whom I have discussed this report ,  .Z .find the styLe o f  
wr i t t en  account d i s t i n c t l y  unhel$ul in a d e r s t a d i n 3  the W y s i s .  ,The tables  

not  f o x - d a t g d  i=r a coherzn?; -gay, ~ 5 3 9  '.pa&- 5" ila\-&.- n 5e~i -s  
diffszex't 2lacss.  k t  c-xapiq of 3kSclnit;i in tha +-L' y.-tuiis, Ls t h e  -:,3i-xz ' e e  iz 
Years' in t ab l e s  21 a d  22; this z.eacs aen fired. -celow tkiis co- 7 -  ar.2 6yir-g a t  
some l a t e r  t i qe .  Such u i n t e rp re t a t ion  is not c l e a r  f A m  t h e  m p o ~  and hence 
t h e  t ab le  lends i t a e i f  t o  erroneous a_nslication. 
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It would z2;car frm C Q E Z Y - L ? ? ~ C Z ~ ~ G I I S  with Sid ? k k s  xi5 Ekl G i L k r ? ,  
and fron the amlysls of Chazies L a ~ i ,  that the o f i j  s ta t i s t ica l l ; .  S ~ ~ ~ . ; A C L ? Z  

f inding which surrb-.-es the var iom corrections is the Hyelona deaths o f  the 
three men with doses o f  34 rzds ( 2 3  7 l ) ,  29 rads (age 58) and 20 rads (age 71). 
Even here caution is necessary s ince thp. f inding i s  based on only 3 deaths, two 
of  these a t  an age vhen nyelona incidence is  becoming high. 
drawn a t t en t ion  t o  these myeionas as the main finding and concluded an urgent 
need t o  look  a t  o ther  b ~ o u p s  f o r  exccxs myelomas, they would have mds a b e t t e r  
contri3ution t o  r a d i a t i o n  epidecio1o.g. 

. . .. 

Had the authors 

One general  coment  about the  &ta f i l e s  used h ",e six&y. IC, seem t o  
me that one o f  the  d i l f i c i l l t i e s  ir- c k c k i n g  a,.?.?y analysis 2s t,hat s i f m e q u e n t  
usdzting o f  t he  f i l e  d e s  it k q o s s i b l e  t o  t e s t  exactly t ke  szice h t a  as awljrsed 
e r r l i e r .  
recorded on another f i l e  so  that the f i l e  can be regenerated t o  the status it 
had on any p a r t i c u l a r  date. 
SO that they can avoid the Froblens t h a t  Ethel Gilbert b s  eqe r i enced  vhsn she 
t r i e d  t o  check the 5ata w e d  by YSK. 

\be have a s b i i z r  data f i l e  but ell transactions w i t h  the Z i i e  a r e  

I would recomaend the procedure t o  yo*x contractors 

I hope m y  comzents a-e o f  help,  I w sorry  t h t  53ey read so critically. 
I look forward t o  a=i a n d y s i s  of -,he Oak Biiige Data z i d  ?er?!!?s 2 zozo 2:zxz3?ecs 
analysis  o f  t he  &ri,ZorA L ta .  
vhether t h s  review is  pmely  for yaur o m  use o r  i f  it w i l l  be p b i i s h e d  o r  =de 
more widely avai la3le .  

I xould be gra te fu l  i f  you xouid l e t  ne know 

c Yours s incerely,  

J.A. Reissland 
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