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DEPARTMENT CF HEALTH, EDUCATION, AND WELFARE
PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE

.. . 1ONAL INSTITUTES OF HEALTH
BETHESDA, MD. 20014

AREACODE 201 TEL: 656-4020
November 7, 1967

Dr. Leonard A. Sagan ”///
Division of Biclogy and Medicine
Atomic Energy Commission
Washington, D. €. 2054}

Dear Len:

j SUSOH

AThe study by Mancuso et al has established that exposures ! p
A

of AEC personnel to ionizing radiation have been so small that | &
there is no reason to expect that late sequelae will be !
detected even if careful-follow-up study were made of 150,000 __
AEC employees. | Dr. Mancuso acknowledged this. Similarly,
detrimental health effects cannot be expected from an inter-
action of these low doses of radiation with other environmental
exposures. |t was not clear from the presentation we heard
whether or not the sample sizes of persons with exposures to

) such agents as mercury or asbestos were large enough to conduct

K effective studies of the health effects of these chemicals
ind{vidually. Ffor these reasons, my recommendation is against
extending the study in time or to other units of the AEC.

~

It is most important that analyses of the methods used and of |
data already collected be undertaken promptly. This will i A
assure an early return on the substantial investment which | ‘(
has been made by both the investigator and the AEC in this i

project. | _ ’/’,J

Sincerely,

Robert W. Miller, M.D.
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