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AREA CODE 301 TEL: 6 W C Y I  November 7, 1967 

D r .  Leonard A.  Sagan J 
D i v i s i o n  o f  B io logy  and Medicine 
Atomic Energy Commi s s  i o n  
Washington, D. C. 20541 

Dear Len: 
\ 

\ 
! 
: ,f ; of AEC personnel t o  i o n i z i n g  r a d i a t i o n  have been so S M I I  t h a t  i .z 

t h e r e  i s  no reason t o  expect t h a t  l a t e  sequelae w i l l  be 
de tec ted  even i f  care fur - fo l low-up s tudy  were made o f  150,000 _- 
AEC employees. j D r .  Mancuso acknowledged th i ' s .  S imi la ' i l y ,  
d e t r i m e n t a l  h e a l t h  e f fec ts  cannot be expected f rom an i n t e r -  
a c t i o n  of these low doses o f  r a d i a t i o n  w i t h  o t h e r  environmental 
exposures. It was n o t  c l e a r  f rom the  p r e s e n t a t i o n  we heard 
whether or  n o t  the  sample s izes  o f  persons w i t h  exposures t o  
such agents a s  mercury or asbestos were l a r g e  enough t o  conduct 
e f f e c t i v e  s t u d i e s  o f  the  h e a l t h  e f f e c t s  o f  these chemicals 
i n d i v i d u a l l y .  For these reasons, my recommendation i s  a g a i n s t  
ex tend ing  the s tudy  i n  t ime or  t o  o t h e r  u n i t s  of  the AEC.  

-7 
It is most impor tan t  t h a t  analyses o f  t he  methods used and of  ~ 

da ta  a l r e a d y  col I e c t e d  be undertaken prompt ly .  

'.The study by Mancuso e t  a1 has e s t a b l i s h e d  t h a t  exposures 
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T h i s  w i l  I 
assure  an e a r l y  r e t u r n  on the s u b s t a n t i a l  investment which ': 

has been made by bo th  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t o r  and the  AEC i n  t h i s  i 
/-J 

p r o j e c t .  

S i ncere l  y, 

Robert W. M i l  ler,  M. D. 
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