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Dr. Thomas F. Mancuso

Department of Occupational Health
University of Pittsburgh
Pittlburgh, Pennsylvanie 15213

Dear Dr Mancuso:

I am vriting in refereunce to the progress of the Hcalth and
Mortality Study. In view of the glow development of results
in this study, we are establishing @ set of priorities directed
toward the prompt generation of the type of information required
by the Commission i{n the discharge of its responsibilities and

to respond to fnquirfes about the health experience of AEC workers.

- The relationship of radietion exposure to 1life span or wortality
(: is of paramcunt fmportance in the study. Grouping of the worker

- population according to the existence cr level of external radia-
tion exposure is required for the imvestigation of such a relation-
ship. This process requires a breskdown of the employee population
into unexposed, quantitatively exposed, incompletely studied and
“at cisk™ groups (see letter of March 21, 1972, by Dr. 8. Marks,
enclosure 1) . Of greatest interest are those groups with complete
exposure racords, coxpleteness dbeing defined {p accordance vith
stated criteria (enclo:ure 1)

Analyse- of 1ife span cnd of cause of death {n groups having
complete exposure records are urgeatly neaded. If the fnitial
groups are relatively small, projecticns of further analyses
with enlarged groups may be gtated. Extension of the enalysis
te include the influence of additional factors such as exposure
to {nternal exitters or chemical agents and the investigation
of "at risk" categories can be undertaken later.

Inftially, the sanalyses should be confined to the Hanford
employees since the data preparation and preliwminary analyses
are farthest advanced for this group. Data collection and
snalysis at the cther plants now under study should proceed
to the aextent that such activity does not 1nt¢rfere with the
priority of the Hanford analyses.
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It is important that the snalyses {nclude measures or {ndices

that lend themselves to public communication. For exsmple,

reports to the Cosmission regarding life span analyses should
te expressed fa terms of 1ife yesrs rather than post death years
aince "life years" 13 more meaninxful to the general public.

1 ltrongly concur in your use of tha statistical consulting
services of Dr, Elston of the University of North Carolina,
Analyses developed in accordsnce with his recorwendations will

add to the ctature of the

.'.ud’o

Untll thc objocttve of furnishing 1nformntion cbout the health .
statug of AEC workers (as reflected ip mortality) in a form usabch

should be deferred. At this time, {t is essential to avcid any

by the Commission is met, expansion of the study to other planti:]

diffusicn of effort which might hinder sarly achievement of the
above goals. Tnis limitation of the study will exclude the
collection of past data frowm plants other than those now under
study, unless the other plants undertake to collect such data
. 8t tieir own expense. An excepticn to the above limitation 1is
((: the caupilation ¢f pericds of employment for all emplcyees at
all plants for the purpuses of completing lifetfiwe radiation
exposure records of workers in the plants vow under study and
for the purge of the matched controls.

The fnformation genersted in this study {s of such relevance

that I will expect you to submit special irnterir reports on

May 1 and November 1 each year to me for transmittal to the -
Connission. 8uch repcrts should be brief and present the current
findings of the study i{vn an understendable and quantitative form.
The report as of May 1, 1972, ahnuld be prepared and subcitted

by June 30 1972.

We plan to vaet with ycu on June 5 to discuss the fmplementation
of the above suggestions and to set & realist{c time table
inc;uding target dttes for completicn of vurious phases of this

study,

With best reglrdl.'

Sincerely,

Deiginal signed by JohnR. Totter

John R. Tetter, Director
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