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Dr. Irwin D.J. Bross

109 Maynard Drive

Egpertsville, New York 14226
. March 28, 1977

President Jimmy Carter
The White House .
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr., President: .

This is a brief follow-up report on my letter of March 16,
1977 concerning public hearings by the Nuclear Regulatory Commission of
the important new evidence on human health hazards of radiation at
desages in the vicinity of one rad. .

i v was sent, there had heen
o response from My, Matt e of & year but, somewhat
unzxpactedly, an offer for an open hearing di me in a letter dated
March 15 (see enclosed copy) and I have agresd in principle to present
our material in my letter of March 28 (sce enclosed copy). I have also
received from dMr. Mattson a reply to an inquiry by Senutor Brocke that
oreanizes the correspondence and materials very nicely. The package
includes drafts of the material by Mancuso, Stewart and Knecale and by
Bross and Natarajan. It 15 a concise summary of the public evidence as
of pow (both Mancuso and I have somc additional unpublished evidence}.

my previous 18“16

I8

~
scn for w better Wi
7

At the time whe

n
8]

It is ironical that both of the studies which have produced
the important new evidence on health hazards of ionizing radiation are
uvp for venewal on funding. Or. Mancuso was not given further funding.
He expects to lose conirol of the material by summer (and it will go to
Union Carbide which has been hostile to the study and its findings). We
have a vear longer and the decision, now pending, would not necessarily
- be negative (though it could be).

THiz is, in my view, a disgraceful situation. Unfortunately
3t 1s the pattern of what happens in funding of biomedical research. As
zoon 4% there are findings which are very important to the public (and
ohioxious to persons with vested intercsts in some area of medicine,
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scicnce, or technology), then the funding is cut off (or given under
conditions that force the investigators to change directicn), I don't
need intervention on my behalf, but 1 think somecthing shouid be done
immediately to give Stewart and Kncale control over the Hanford data.

It would be of long-term policy importance to scnd a signal: If studies
with major positive findings are marked for extinction, the value of the
whole "peer review'' system is very much in question,

Very éfkcercly ng“<,
{1 Z:' Az;//bd7

Jln D.J. Bross, Ph.D.

IBJB/smk
Encs. ,
CC: Rep. Hamilton Fish, Jr.
Rep, Richard Ottinger
Senator Gary Hart
Zenator Edward Brooke
Lieutenant Governox Mary Ann Krupsak
Rep. Andrew Maguire
Senator Jennings Randolph

1008182



