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Gould A. Andrews, M.D.

0ak Ridge Associated Universities
" Pnst Office Box 117

ttak Ridge, Tennessee 37830

Dear Gould:

1 have reviewed the ORAU proposal, "Radiation Emergency Assistance Center/
‘"Training Site" and offer thé following comments:

1. A% ORNL we expect to be able to provide decontamination and care for
- all but those seriously injured and/or with contaminated wounds re-
quiring more than minor surgical debridement or repair and/or probably
expused to whole body penetrating radiation over 100 rads. We expect
to be able to handle all external and internal contamination cases
which do not have the above complicating factors.

2. Our facility is limited in capacily to one non-amhulatory case alt a
time. We could handle five to ten ambulatory cases with minor wounds,
‘or dozens if they had no wounds. In the event of scoveral contaminat ed
non-ambulatory cases, we might call upon help from either Y-12 or ORGDP
~or send to the REACTS facility.

3. None of the UCND facilities are prepared to handle patients with
wounds contaminated with Ry emitters irradiating themselves and those
neaby at over 50 rads per hour.

In such case, having a facility with some shielding already built in
would be of grecat vaine. I believe one such facility is needed in
O0ak Ridge, even thongh the likelihood for using it is extremely small.

aepository _DOE —[ZJRLESTAL
COLLECTION /77&@/:7' F/LES
BOX No. . A /j/ é

FOLOER 4/?fz4h30“3 o

1008104


http://provi.de

G. A. Andrews, M.D. -2~ June 27, 1974

4. The training potential of REACTS is of great nced to this country.
Because of the rarvity of radiation accidentg, physicians, nurses,
emergency teams, and health physicists do not have opportunities to
learn from experinmnce. The only solution is to provide a well designed,
carefully prepared, and meticulously executed training course for the
completely untrained and periodic refresher courses for the trained but
inexperienced. This need extends outside the U.S.A. The recent nuclear
agreements in the Middle East will inevitably lead to need for train-
ing courses. Dr. Almir Damaso, from Furnas-Centrais Eletricas S.A.,
Botafogo, Brazil, expressed a desire to either scond physicians to the
U.S.A for training or for us to send a tcam to Brazil. The language
problem shovld not bhe severe since physicians usually have at least
adequate English comprehension.

5. ORNL stands ready to provide :assistance in accomplishing REACTS goals.
We may need your help in case we have a serious accident and we believe
we can contribute expertise in certain arcas, such as internal contamina-
tion diagnosis and treatment, in vivo counting, dosce estimation, and
general health physics support.

Sincerely,
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Medical Director v j}/’ - -
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