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D r .  Walter H .  Weyzen, 
A c t i n g  Manager 
Human Hea l th  S t u d i e s  Programs 
D i v i s i o n  of Biomedical  and 

Environmental  Research  
Energy Research and Development 

A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  
7.T v r a a h i ~ q t o i ~ ,  .. D.C. 2 2 5 4 5  

Dear D r .  Weyzen: 

There  are several  pu rposes  f o r  t h i s  le t ter .  
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F i r s t ,  I shou ld  l i k e  t o  r e q u e s t  t h a t  you a d v i s e  ERDA r e p r e -  
s e n t a t i v e s  a t  Oak Ridge t h a t  t h e y  shou ld  n o t  i n t e r f e r e ,  d i r e c t l y  o r  
i n d i r e c t l y ,  w i t h  what i s  mai'led by my s t a f f  s t a t i o n e d  a t  Oak Ridge. 

I wish  t o  emphasize t h a t  t h e  2 pe r sons  I have s t a t i o n e d  a t  
Oak Ridge are  p e r s o n n e l  of  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  of P i t t s b u r g h ;  t h a t  t h e y  
a re  d i r e c t l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  t o  m e  and t h a t  no one h a s  t h e  r i g h t  t o  t e l l  
them what t o  m a i l  o r  n o t  m a i l ,  n o r  what p r o c e d u r e s  are  t o  be  
c a r r i e d  o u t ,  o t h e r  t h a n  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  i n v e s t i g a t o r .  

T h i s  compla in t  i s  prompted by an  i n c i d e n t  t h a t  o c c u r r e d  a t  
Oak Ridge on February  8 ,  1 9 7 7 .  

R e g a r d l e s s  whether  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  w e r e  g e n e r a t e d  by ERDA 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  a t  Oak Ridge o r  i n  r e s p o n s e  t o  your  own i n s t r u c t -  
i o n s ,  I wish t o  a d v i s e  you t h a t  it i s  most u n u s u a l  and ,  i n  my 
o p i n i o n ,  improper  f o r  a government agency t o  i n t e r f e r e  w i t h  t h e  
p e r s o n n e l  of  any r e s e a r c h  s t u d y  r e g a r d l e s s  who funds  t h e  s t u d y .  

A s  you car, g a t h e r ,  I do n o t  c o n s i d e r  t h i s  a minor  i n c i d e n t  
and wish t o  p r e v e n t  t h i s  "symptom" from becoming a p a t t e r n  by ERDA 
i n v o l v i n g  my s t a f f  a t  Oak Ridge.  

The second purpose  o f  t h i s  l e t t e r  i s  t o  remind ERDA t h a t  t h e  
p r o v i s i o n s  of t h e  ag reemen t ,  t h a t  I i n i t i a t e d  w i t h  S o c i a l  S e c u r i t y ,  
r e l a t i v e  t o  t h e  AEC Hea l th  and  M o r t a l i t y  Study was t o  p r o v i d e  t h e  
p r i n c i p a l  i n v e s t i g a t o r  of t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  P i t t s b u r g h ,  t h e  n o r t a l -  
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i t y  d a t a  f o r  a n a l y s e s ,  w i t h  n e c e s s a r y  a s s u r a n c e s  o f  c o n f i d e n -  
i a l i t y  . 

R e c e n t l y ,  an e v e n t  o c c u r r e d  which w a r r a n t s  my conce rn  t o  
e n s u r e  t h a t  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h a t  agreement  a re  adhe red  t o .  

A f t e r  I r e f u s e d  your  r e q u e s t  t o  t r a n s m i t  t o  D r .  C h a r l e s  Land 
( s t a t i s t i c i a n )  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  Cancer I n s t i t u t e ,  a copy of  my 
computer tape on t h e  Hanford r a d i a t i o n  s t u d y ,  you t h e n  r e q u e s t e d  
t h a t  t h e  Oak Ridge Computer C e n t e r  send  a copy of my Hanford re- 
s e a r c h  r e c o r d s  (which w e r e  on f i l e  s t o r a g e  a t  t h e  Computer C e n t e r )  
t o  D r .  C h a r l e s  Land o f  N . C . 1 ,  The Computer C e n t e r  t h e n  complied 
w i t h  your  r e q u e s t  as t h e  f u n d i n g  agency.  They c o n s i d e r e d  t h e y  had 
no a l t e r n a t i v e .  

I n  t h i s  i n s t a n c e  ERDA i n t e r c e e d e d  and o v e r r u l e d  t h e  p r i n -  
c i p a l  i n v e s t i g a t o r ' s  d e c i s i o n  as t o  t h e  d i s p o s i t i o n  of  h i s  own re- 
s e a r c h  d a t a ,  which h e  h a s  under  c o n t i n u a l  a n a l y s e s -  I n  terns of 
p r i n c i p l e s ,  I f e e l  t h a t  t h i s  w a s  a n  unwarranted i n t r u s i o n  i n  t h e  
s c i e n t i f i c  r e s e a r c h ,  which s h o u l d  b e  and must b e  independen t  o f  t h e  
government agency s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  r e s e a r c h .  

From what I have  l e a r n e d ,  t h e  programmer a t  t h e  Oak Ridge 
Computer C e n t e r , f o r t u n a t e l y ,  d e l e t e d  c e r t a i n  i d e n t i f y i n g  cha rac -  
t e r i s t i c s .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  i f  t h i s  had n o t  been done ,  t h e  e v e n t  c o u l d  
have been c o n s i d e r e d  a b r e e c h  of c o n t r a c t  by ERDA r e l a t ive  t o  t h e  
c o n f i d e n t i a l i t y  a s s u r a n c e s  w i t h  t h e  S o c i a l  S e c u r i t y  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  

I have j u s t  l e a r n e d  o f  a n o t h e r  e v e n t  t h a t  ERDA h a s  a l r e a d y  
p e r m i t t e d  a n  agreement  w i t h  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  N i c k e l  C o .  f o r  t h e  u s e  
of  t h e  d a t a  g e n e r a t e d  i n  my r e s e a r c h  s t u d y  of  t h e  former  AEC workers  
a t  Oak Ridge w i t h o u t  t h e  knowledge o r  pe rmis s ion  o f  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  
i n v e s t i g a t o r .  

I t  w a s  my o r i g i n a l  d e s i g n ,  y e a r s  b e f o r e  anyone r ecogn ized  
t h e  irn.Fortance of t h i s  a s p e c t ,  t h a t  I i n c l u d e d  t h e  m e t 2 l s  and o t h e r  
c a r c i n o g e n t  a g e n t s  i n  t h e  AEC r e s e a r c h  s t u d y ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  avoid  t h e  
problems of a t t r i b u t i n g  t o  r a d i a t i o n ,  t h e  e f f e c t s  t h a t  might  b e  due 
t o  o t h e r  i n d u s t r i a l  c a u s e s ,  

Again,  r e c e n t l y ,  I have been c o n t a c t e d  by t h e  Chicago o f f i c e  
of  ERDA,  t h e  c o n t r a c t i n g  o f f i c e r ,  th rough t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  of P i t t s b u r g h  
a b o u t  o b t a i n i n g  "Union Carb ide  d e a t h  c e r t i f i c a t e s " .  
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In the first place, Union Carbide (Oak Ridge) has all the 
Oak Ridge death certificates, because a copy of every death 
certificate on (Union Carbide) Oak Ridge personnel is already at 
Oak Ridge. If this request pertains to Hanford deaths. Then the 
request does not apply because Union Carbide has no authority 
responsibility for Hanford data. A separate memorandum will be 
sent to the Chicago office relative to this matter, 

You should be aware of the fact that the Oak Ridge Computer 
Center is - not the repository for all the Hanford study data. 
Oak Ridge Computer Center has only been delegated specific respon- 
sibiiities from time to time when and as I deemed to be appropriate. 
I have not authorized any analysis of the Hanford data by the 
Computer Center at Oak Ridge. 

The 

I would appreciate your attention to these matters, so that 
there will not be any recurrences and that cordial relationships 
will be maintained. 

Sincerely, 

Thomas F. Mancuso, M.D. 
Research Professor 
Department of Industrial 
Environmental Health Sciences 

TFM:ses 
cc: Dr. W. Burr 

Dr. N. Wald 
Mr. J. Thompson 


