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Mesrican Incident

11 from Ray Tiece(sp?) at ENL regarding a request

rom a geneticist in Mexico who wants Peter Vortek (EFA)

pate in & conference re the Mexican radiation problem on Dec 10.
the reason for calling was to see if there was a duplication of
weern ERFA and DOE. We agreed that he should coordinate with you.
Burr came by and agreed also. So you may be hearing from

somebody. Otherwise, any news on the situation? Jim
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unbeknownst to me he had been in touch with Dr. Hubner about the Mexican
Accident in April of 1984 because Voytek's Reproductive Effects Assess-—
ment Group (REAG) was interested in doing tests for genetic damage in
the victims, Karl Hubner was not able to go to a workshop Dr. Vortek

had in August about it and then, as you know, resigned leaving me in charge.

I have found since then that something has been gumming up the
"works", and I have been unable to find out where it has gotten off track.
1 find that there is a Mexican genetic toxicologist, Christina Denava,

who once worked with Dr. Albertini (University of Vermont), who is in contact

with Dr. Voytek, and is planning with him a meeting in Mexico City on
December 10, 1984, to organize genetic and cytogenetic studies again.
Although Dr. Denava works under Dr. Enrigue Fina who is my Mexico City
contact with whom I have been trying to arrange an invitation for us to
obtain cytogenetic samples in Ciudad

contact with whom I have been trying to arrange an invitation for us to
obtain cytogenetic samples in Ciudad Juarez, an invitation was received
only vesterday from Dr. VYoytek for ow Dr. Russ DuFrain to join Dr.
Christina Denava and Drs. Jack Shull, Jim Neal, Mort Mendlesohn, and

Ray Tice in Mexico City on December 10. Apparently this is another
planning conference. Dr. Voytek also indicated that the Mexicans are
concerned that the Americans are trying to take over their study. He
also indicated that EFA {(particularly his group) had no funds for such
travel and|wondered whether "DOE" did. I told him that the funds youwr
division had given me were earmarbed for REAC/TS’ participation in such
a study and in large part already obligated to helping Z. Burson (Las
Vegas EB%G contractor to DOE) to set up a physical dosimetry study to
determine the shielding provided by the buildings in which the irradiated
victims lived. Somehow these geneticists have been deluded intoc believing
that the radiation doses of the victims are already known, which they
are not. Somehow they also do not realize that without dose information
their genetic tegts will be meaningless.

I expect to hear shortly through PAHD staff when my staff can go
to Ciudad Juarez and do the work we planned to do months ago with the
Mexicans there working with us.

Ray Tice is a young cytogeneticist who works under Mike Render at
BNL and is in contact ith Dr.
that the radiation doses of the victims are already known, which they
are not. Somehow they also do not realize that without dose information
their genetic tests will be meaningless.

I expect to hear shortly through PAHO statf when my staff can go
to Ciudad Juarez and do the work we planned to do months ago with the
Merxicans there working with us.

Ray Tice is a young cytogeneticist who works under Mike Bender at
BML and is in contact ith Dr. Albertini of the Albertini Assay (a test
system for measuring gene mutations). Albertini is in touch with his
former student, Dr. Christina Denava.

1¥ you understand all this, Jim, please let me know what I am doing
wrong.
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