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a n  I n c i d e n t  

a m  R a y  T i e c e ( s p 7 )  at BNL r e g a r d i n g  a r e q u e s t .  

i n  a c o n e e r e n c e  re t . h e  M e x i c a n  r a d i a t i . a n  p r o b l e m  o n  Dec 10. 
easori for c a l l i n g  w a s  t o  see i f  t h e r - e  w a s  a d u p l i c a t i a n  o f  
EfPA arrd I:)OE. We a g r e e d  t h a t  h e  s h o u l d  c o o r d i n a t e  w i t h  you.  

Burr- c a m e  by  a n d  a g r e e d  also. So y o u  may b e  t i c a r i n g  f r o m  
w i w ? ,  any n e w s  on t h e  s i t u a t i o n ?  J i  m 

g e n e t i c i s t  i n  Mexico w h o  w a n t s  P e t e r  V o r l z e k  (EPA) 

S e n t  
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u n b e k n o w n s t  t o  m e  h e  h a d  b e e n  i n  t o u c h  w i t h  D r .  H u b n e r  a b o u t  t h e  M e x i c a n  
A c c i d e n t  i n  A p r i l  of 1984 b e c a u s e  V o y t e k ' s  R e p r o d u c t i v e  E f f e c t s  hsse5.5- 
m e n t  G r o u p  (REAG) w a s  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  d o i n g  t e s t s  f o r  g e n e t i c  darnage i n  
t h e  v i c t i m s .  Karl Hubner  w a s  n o t  a b l e  t o  g o  t o  a w o r k s h o p  D r .  V o r t e k  
h a d  i n  Rcrgust a b o u t  i t  a n d  t h e n ,  as y o t ~  kriaw, r e s i g n e d  l e a v i n g  m e  i n  c h a r g e .  

I h a v e  f o u n d  s i n c e  t h e n  t h a t  s o m e t h i n g  h a s  b e e n  gumming u p  t h e  
" w o r k s " ,  a n d  I h a v e  b e e n  u n a b l e  t o  f i n d  out w h e r e  i t  h a s  g o t t e n  o f f  t r a c k .  
I f i n d  t h a t  t h e t - e  is a Mexican  g e n e t i c  t o x i c o l o g i s t ,  C h r i s t i n a  D e n a v a ,  
who o n c e  worked w i t h  Dr-.  A l b e r t i n i  I U n i v e r s i t y  o f  V e r m o n t ) ,  who is i n  c o n t a c t  
w i t h  D r .  V a y t e k ,  a n d  is p l a n n i n g  w i t h  h i m  a m e e t i n g  i n  Mecico C i t y  a n  
December- 10,  1984, to o r g a n i z e  g e n e t i c  a n d  c y t o g e n e t i c  s t u d i e s  a g a i n .  
A l t h o u g h  D r .  Denava w o r k s  u n d e r  D r .  E n r i q u e  P i n a  who is my Mexico C i t y  
c o n t a c t  w i t h  whom I h a v e  b e e n  t r y i n g  t u  a r r a n g e  a n  i n v i t a t i o n  f o r  u5 .to 
o b t a i n  c y t o g e n e t i c  s a m p l e s  i n  C i  u d a d  
c o n t a c t  w i t h  whom I h a v e  b e e n  t r y i n g  t o  a r r a n g e  a n  i n v i t a t i o n  +or CIS t o  
o b t a i n  c y t 0 g e n e t i . c  sample.; i n  Ci i tdad  J c i a r e z ,  an i n v i t a t i o n  w a s  r e c e i v e d  
o n l y  y e s t e r d a y  f r o m  D r .  V o y t e k  f o r  our D r .  Rr-tss D u F r a i n  t o  j o i n  D r .  
C h r i s t i n a  D e n a v a  a n d  D r s .  Jack Shc.tl.1, J i m  N e a l ,  Mort M e n d l e s o h n ,  a n d  
Ray T i c e  i n  Mexico C i t y  o n  December 10. A p p a r e n t l y  t h i s  is a n o t h e r  
p l a n n i n g  c o n f e r e n c e .  D r .  V o y t e k  also i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e  Mexicans are 
c o n c e r n e d  h a t  t h e  A m e r i c a n s  are . t r y i n g  t o  t a k e  over t h e i r  s t u d y .  H e  
a150 i n d i c  t.ed t h a t  EPA ( p a r t i c u l a r l y  h i s  g r n u p )  had no f u n d s  f o r  s u c h  
t r a v e l  a n d  w o n d e r e d  whether -  "DOE" d i d .  I t o l d  h i m  t h a t  t h e  f u n d s  y o u r  
d i v i s i o n  t i  d g i v e n  m e  w e r e  e a r r n a r k e d  f o r  REhC/TS' p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  such 
a s t u d y  a n  i n  l a r g e  p a r t  a l r e a d y  o b l i g a t e d  to h e l p i n g  Z. B u r s o n  (Las 
V c g a s  EG&G c o n t r a c t o r  to I lDE)  t o  set u p  a p h y s i c a l  d o s i m e t r y  s t u d y  t o  
d e t e r m i n e  t h e  s h i e l d i n g  p r o v i d e d  b y  . t h e  b u i l d i n g s  i n  w h i c h  t h e  i r r a d i a t e d  
v i c t i m s  l i v e d .  Somehow t h e s e  g e n e t i c i s t s  h a v e  b e e n  d e l u d e d  i n t o  b e l i e v i n g  
t h a t  t h e  r a d i a t i o n  doses of t h e  v i c t i m s  are a l r e a d y  i::nown, w h i c h  t h e y  
are n o t .  Somehow t h e y  a l s o  d o  n o t  r e a l i z e  t h a t  w i t h o u t  dose i n f o r m a t . i o n  
t h e i r  g e n e t i c  t ~ 5 t s  w i l l  h e  m e a n i n g l e s s .  

I 
1 e x p e c t  to h e a r  shnrt .1 .y  t h r n c r g h  F'AHO s t a f f  when my s t a f f  c a n  g o  

t o  C i u d a d  ( J u a r e z  a n d  dn the work:: w e  p l a n n e d  t o  d o  m o n t h s  ago w i t h  t h e  
M e x i c a n s  t \ere w o r k i n g  w i t h  cis.  

Ray T , i c e  t is a y o ~ i n g  c y t o g e n e t i c i s t  who works u n d e r  M i k e  B e n d e r  a t  
BNL a n d  is i n  c o n t a c t  i t h  D r .  
t h a t  t h e  r a d i a t i o n  d o s e s  of t h e  v i c t i m s  are a l r e a d y  known,  w h i c h  t . h e y  
are  not.  Somehow t h e y  a l so  d o  n o t  r e a l i z e  t h a t  w i t h o u t  d o s e  i n f o r m a t i o n  
t h e i r  g e n e t i c  tests w i l l .  be m e a n i n g l e s s .  

I e x p e c t  .to h e a r  s h o r t l y  k h r n u g h  PAHO s t a f f  when my s t a f f  c a n  go  
t o  C i u d a d  J u a r e z  arid do the Nark:: w e  p l a n n e d  t o  d o  m o n t h s  a g o  w i t h  t h e  
M e x i c a n s  t h e r e  war-king w i t h  us. 

Ray T i c e  is a y o u n g  c y t o g e n e t i c i s t  who w o r k s  u n d e r  M i k e  B e n d e r  a t  
BNL a q d  is i n  c o n t a c t  i t h  D r .  A l b e r t i n i  o f  t h e  A l b e r t i n i  A s s a y  (a  test  
s y s t e m  f o r  m e a s i i r i r i g  g e n e  m u t a t i o n s ) .  A l b e r t i n i  is i n  t o u c h  w i t h  h i s  
f ormer s t u d e n t  D r .  C h r i s t i n a  Denava .  

I f  yc$u u n d e r s t a n d  a l l .  t h i s ,  J i m ,  p l e a s e  l e t  m e  !::now w h a t  I a m  d a i n g  
w r o n g  . 
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