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PATIENT OVEREXPOSURE AT ARGONNE CANCER RESEARCH HOSPITAL (ACRH) 

On Tuesday May 1 2 ,  1970, a p a t i e n t  be ing  t r e a t e d  a t  t h e  ACRH w a s  
overexposed. The overexposure r e s u l t e d  from a mal func t ion  of 
t h e  indexing  mechanism a t  t h e  50 Mev Linear  E l e c t r o n  A c c e l e r a t o r .  
The t i s s u e  dose r e s u l t i n g  from t h e  exposure w a s  e s t i m a t e d  t o  b e  
750 t o  800 Rads. 

To d a t e  t h e  p a t i e n t  has  s u f f e r e d  only  a m i l d  s k i n  r e a c t i o n ,  which was 
expected.  It i s  n o t  expec ted  t h a t  t h i s  exposure w i l l  a d v e r s e l y  a f f e c t  
t h i s  p a t i e n t ‘ s  c o n d i t i o n .  The machine m a l f u n c t i o n  which caused t h e  
a c c i d e n t  has  been c o r r e c t e d .  

Enclosed are  two r e p o r t s  from t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  of Chicago concern ing  
t h i s  a c c i d e n t .  I f  I can be  of f u r t h e r  a s s i s t a n c e  o r  i f  more 
i n f o r m a t i o n  i s  needed, p l e a s e  c o n t a c t  me. 
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