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December 12, 1984 

CEXI'IFIED PAIL - RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED 

W. Gordon P. Erspamer 
Law Offices of Morrison & Foerstet 
One k r k e t  Plaza 
Spear Street Tower 
San Francisco, CA 94105 

/ 

Re: 11078409J 

Dear Mr. J3-sp-r: 

The Fmdm of Information Act (FOIA) request that you addressed to the U.S. 
Department of' Energy on behalf of the Natfonal Assoclatlon of Radiation 
Survivors (NARS) was received by this office on Yovember 7, 1984. Tour  request for all 
documents wbich relate t o  experiments conducted by the U.S. or any COntraCtOP 
Involving t h e  injection of r a d i o a c t i v e  isotopes i n  human subjects, including 
PU238 (Plutonium), I131 (Iodine) ,  3-89 (Strontim), and any other r a d i o a c t i v e  
substances, waz fwmrded to  our Gffice of Energy Research and t he  Office of the 
His to r i an ,  for an fn i t ia l  sezch to be conducted. 

Personnel i n  Department of Energy prograq areas were not able to perform R 
neaningful sesrch i n  a reasonable m n t  of time. 
are  general and broad i n  na ture ,  for example, that portion pertaining to  "all 
d o c m n t s  r e s a r d i n g  t h e  Sunshine Project." In addition, item 6 of your request 
list several m s .  
cw.plete nanes and rare identifiable i n f o m a t i o n  of these persons. 

IX)E personnel w i l l  assist  any requester who wishes  to  reformula te  a request to 
comply u i t h  t h e  provisions of t h e  F3IA. 
should be for reasmably described records, 85 10 C.F.H. $lM)4,4(b) specifies. 
The Depzrtroent of Energy (DOE) regulations,  in 10 C.F.h. §1034.4(c) state that 
a record is reasonably described If it  can reason3bly he determined which par- 
ticular records w e  sought in t h e  request. Th i s  section I r t h e r  states that a 
request r n u s t  enable tfie DClE t o  i d e n t i f v  and locate t h e  records by a process that 
is not unreasonably burdensome or d i w u p t i v e  of D3E opera t ions .  

Portions of your reques t  

It  i3 being requested that you also provide us w i t h  

Requests mdc pursuant to t h e  F3IA 

You may contact the folloiding persons i n  DOE should you wish to narrow your 
r eques t  t o  allosr a rr;eaningful search: D r .  Charles Edinqtcn, U.S. liepartmnt Of 
Energy, Germntown Facility, Hashington, IX 26545, or te lephone ( 3 1 )  353-3251 



FolaERf0-2- R&, 
In your letter you requested a taiver of fees be granted for  pro^ 
request and stated i t - w o u l d  be fn the pub l i c  i n t e r e s t .  You have piven no indica- 
tion as to how the service to be performed Mill be of benefit primwily t o  the 
general public as opposed to you, or the N A B S  (which you represent). Also, YOU 
d i d  not explain the purpose or services perfomd by this organi7ation. 
regard, we would appreciate your address ing  t h e  a b i l i t y  of N11.93 i o  effectively 
dissertinate t o  the general wblic the information requested.  

The FOIA provides t h a t  an agency may determine that e. "waiver or reduction of 
fees is in the  public i n t e r e s t  because furnishing the information can be con- 
s ide red  as prirrar i ly  b e n e f i t i n g  t h e  general public.R _I See 5 U.S.C. 552(a)(4)(.9) 
( A ) .  The WE regulatioris t h a t  i q l e m e n t  the FOIA provide, at 10 C.F.R. 1034.9, 
that t h e  Freedon of Infomatior: Gfficer m y  waive fees i n  t h e  public i n t e r e s t .  
Subsection 1004.9(a)(I) provides that  such a determination shall ordinarily not be 
~ d s  unless the service to  be perforrmd will be of b e n e f i t  primarily to t he  
public as op?osed t o  the requester. I n  mking t h i s  deterdnetion, the Freedom 
of Infercation Officer my cons ider  several factors, including, but  not l imi t ed  
to ,  the foilohqng: 

In t h i s  

( i )  The current public interest. i n  s u b j e c t  ratter to hvhich the docurcents 
p e r t a i n .  

Ttte s t s t u s  of the recwster a3 a representative of tbe n e a  media. (li) 

(i i i)  The status of t h e  requester as a representative of a bona f i d e  puS3.i~ 
interest grmp. 

The statu9 or' the requester as a? historian w acadeaicisn. ( i v )  

(v) The status of t h e  requester as an ind igent  person. 

( v i )  W h e t i m  the requester is engaged i n  administrative proceedings or 
l i t i g a t i o n  wi th  the Government. 

( v i i )  Wbsthor the requester is m k i n p  t h e  request t o  fu r the r  purely primte 
ccw5rcisl interezts. 

Fe ;;ill take m .mrther sction in prxessing ?cur request pendin_a receipt of 
abcitfoEal iflformtion to f u r t h e r  support your desire for a miver of fee:; 
or yoLlr assurance to  p.y t h e  cozis associsted with pr*occwing this request at, 
the  rates stipulated i n  L.?Z kgulat ions.  

Sincerely, 

cc: Official Fi l e  
Action 
Official Fi l e  

H. fiayes 
FL' I  and Privacy I:cts Activities E+%~ch 

Division of ~eference enti ir)for.,"rrtioR 
MA-232.1 : Hayes : s jb: L p e d  a1 is t 

- P;;zr~ager;en t 
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