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Dear Ijr. Tot ter :  

Thank you very m c h  f o r  your prompt response t o  my request  f o r  
infornat ion concerning t h e  comments of s c i e n t i s t s  who have reviewed 
nro?osals for PZC support  of Dr. C. Alvin Paulsen's work during 
the  pas t . severe1  years .  
menhers of our Funan Subjects Pol icy Board during t h e i r  considerat ion,  
on Ju ly  2 and 3, of Dr. Paulsen's appeal from e a r l i e r  decis ions of 
University of 't!ashington review c o m i t t e e s  t o  deny approval f o r  
IJr. Pauisen t o  cz r ry  out  h i s  experiments under University a U S D i C e S .  

This information was very he lpfu l  t o  t h e  

I az sorry not t o  have reported t o  you immediately on t h e  r e s u l t s  of 
o n  cicliberzzions,  b u t  I have spent  nine days i n  Alaska i n  t h e  
veant ine and t h i s  i s  my f i r s t  opportunity.  

As 3. Paulser! may already have inforned your o f f i c e ,  t h e  Human 
Subjects Foolicy Board decl ined t o  overrule  t h e  e a r l i e r  decis ions t o  
der.:; apFroval. 
Ju ly  7 and  t;. my l e t t e r  dated J u l y  8 which I quote,  i n  p a r t ,  as 
follows : 

D r .  Paulsen w a s  informed of t h i s  by telephone on 

I r e g e t  t o  inform you t h a t  t h e  Human Subjects  Pol icy Board has 
declined t o  over ru le  t h e  dec is ion  of t h e  Eiomedical Sciences 
Eeviev Corni t tee  t o  deny approval f o r  t h e  experiments described 
i n  your proposal e n t i t l e d  "Effects  of Acute X-ray and Neutron 
I r r e d i a t i o n  on Human Tes t i cu la r  Function." 
cmno t  te Riven f o r  t h i s  work t o  be ca r r i ed  out  under Universi ty  
of 'iieshizcton auspices ,  and it w i l l  not  be poss ib le  f o r  me, as 
Vice President  for Research, t o  forward your proposal f o r  
continued support  of t h e  p ro jec t  t o  t h e  Atomic Energy Commission 
i n  i t s  present  form ( i . e . ,  i n  a form which includes provis ion 
for neatron i r r a d i a t i o n  of human sub jec t s ) .  

Thus, approval 
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The Board's decis ion was based ucon its assessment of t h e  r i s k s  
t h a t  would be incurred by the  Fa r t i c ipan t s  i n  t h e  proposed 
experiments and t h e  Fo ten t i a i  bene f i t s  t h a t  might be r ea l i zed  from 
them. Although sople concern was expressed about t h e  r i s k s  incurred i n  
t h e  X-ray experiments which have now been under way f o r  s eve ra l  yea r s ,  . . . t he  Board eddressed i t s e l f  pr imari ly  t o  t h e  proposed experinents 
involving neutron i r r a d i a t i o n  of human sub jec t s ,  and, on balance,  de- 
cided t h a t  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  bene f i t s  t o  science and t o  soc ie ty  do not  
j u s t i f y  t h e  r i s k s .  

I recognize t h a t  t h i s  decis ion w i l l  be a se r ious  disappointment t o  
you and your c o l l e a p c s .  However, I am confident t h a t  t he  i s sues  
were fully and thoughtful ly  a i red  i n  the  course of the  Board's 
d i scuss ions ,  and I assure you t h z t  t he  Board's decis ion was based 
upon t h e  most carefu l  co l l ec t ive  judgment t h a t  it could make. 

I discussed t h e  matter  yesterday with D r .  Paulsen. 
very disappointed but  i s  now preperinc,  I be l ieve ,  t o  go ahead with 
f u r t h e r  X-ray experiments. The Depzrtment of I n s t i t u t i o n s  of t h e  
S t a t e  of Washington has recent ly  i n s t i t u t e d  new requirements; t h e s e  w i l l  
make it necessary f o r  D r .  Pauisen t o  subni t  any proposal f o r  
fu r the r  X-ray work with Frisoners  to t h e  Research Review Corni t tee  of 
t h e  Departrnent of I n s t i t u t i o n s  f o r  a y r o v a l .  D r .  Paulsen w i l l  undertake 
t h i s  and w i l l ,  a t  t h e  sate t i a e ,  veri: azain through t h e  Universi ty  review 
committees t o  obtair? a p r o v a l  f o r  cont inuat ion of h i s  experiments on 
t h e  e f f e c t s  of X-rays on tes t icu l f i r  funct ion.  
neutron work has been rerisered unfezs ib le  and the  cont inuat ion of t h e  
X-ray work w i l l  r equ i r e  addi t iona l  clearance.  

Ee i s  qu i t e  na tu ra l ly  

Thus, t h e  proposed 

I r e g r e t  very much t h a t  i t  xes necessary t o  deny approval f o r  t h e  neutron 
experiments and t h a t  e, delay i n  Iir. Paclsen 's  o ther  work may r e s u l t .  I 
do be l i eve ,  however, t h a t  c a re fu l  a n d  informed judgments heve been made 
by t h e  responsible  University rev iev  groups, and t h a t  t he  adrcinis t ra t ive 
ac t ion  taken was a necessary consequence of t hese  judgments. 

Again, may I express my thanks t o  you and D r .  Goldstein f o r  your very 
I *..C . .  helpfu l  cooperation. . '  . .  

Sincerely yours , 

GWF :IC 

George 'i.J. Farwell 
Vice President  f o r  Res'earch . . .  

cc:  ,Pres ident  Charles E. Odegaard 
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