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RICHLANP Hundreds of people were mtenmn- 
ally expased to radiation over a Byear penod so that 
menrisU cautd mtdy ?he effect of ndianon on 
nproducave orgam, the Department of Energy hns 
W o w d  

In marry of the fedanlly funded expenmenrs. the 
testides of men - some of them V O ~ U K ~ ~ T S  from 
Washingon and Oregon state pnsons - were exporn 
to X-ray radiauon, documents released by the DOE 
&ow. 

And in one experiment at the Argonrte Cancer 
R e s e a d  Hospital near Chicago, a dwlstou of the 
Argonne Nauonal Laboratory, a woman who was 10 
weeks p r e w t  was grven radioacuve mateds  m a 
study of “physology and metabatism.” The woman 
almned her fens SIX days later because of severe 
sicklecell anemia the 
documents sad. 

Expenmenrs involv- 
ing p m  inmates from 
Washrngtcm and Oregan 
were conducted dmng 
the 1360s and 7th by 
researchers at the Urn- 

and the Paclflc N o d -  

tian in Seattle. 
M i k e  Lawrence, 

Hanford opcratlons 
manager for the DOE. 
defenaed the tests yes- 
terday, saying they 
were done to gather 
needed infanmirim on 

vvslty of Washington 

w e ~ l  R-h Fo~nda- 

E Vetems who. 
were stationed’at.. 
Hanforctdwing- , 
theW40sand . 
‘50s say they are 
dying~of cancer .,.. 

thc effects of radianon and were similar to haspmi 
medical expenmcnts. He sard the documents were 
gven to Con- two yean ago, and added no human 
cxpements an curmtty funded by DOE. 

8 3 9 U d  I ‘ O N  -_._ . . 

fie WE disda~ed the 
nnt day of a wcdr-long mettm of experts from the 
Centers for Disease Control, calf& to detwmrne what 
health studles shwld be periam#l in light or 
disclosurrs earlier dus year of massive Acases of 
tadioactivityatEiaafoni 1 ! I 

The human cxpements,~perfomed under more 
than 20 sqxmte studies, w e n  paid for by the DOE 
and its predecessor agencleq the Atomic Energy 
Cammftslun and the Energy Resea& and btvelbp 
ne expenmena on 64 votunteers at the W&ig 

ton State Parten at Wdla W a h ’ w e n :  conduaea 
berween 1 s  a n d l  , the DOE sard The pnsoners 
were exposed to numema X-rays to determine 
effeco of ndianm on repmbrcnve organs. 

The Walla Walla tes was conaucred by the 
University of Washmgton mth AEC hmding, the 
documents reveal, Also, the Paaflc Northwest 
R e s e a d  Fwndaoon in Seattle w . h r t y  !es~ed 87 
inmates LLI the 0- State Prison beriween 1983 and 
m. 

The govemmmt documents proylded these de, 

menc +4dnllnlstraum. ‘ 1  1 
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f l e a s e s e e m o n A $ !  I 
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SCTtptions of some of the &pen- 
mcnts: 

8 From June 1.1963. to Feb. 1, 
1973. 61 volunteers at rhe Washmg- 
ton State h i s o n  were exposed to 
X-ray ndiation rangng from 7.5 to 
44 rad (a rad IS a standard 
measure of radiation). Research- 
en found that temporary nefiity 
nsulted. 

From Aug. Z 1963. to May 
6, 197i, 6i volunteers at the Oregon 
State Pnson were subjected to 

radianon. 
The documents refemng to the 

expenment on Washington inmates 
said the “sub~ecrs were informed 
in detail rqarding the W y  and 
signed consent forms were o b  
tamed from subjm and from 
spouses if subjecs  were martled.” 

The subjects a b  agreed ,to 
undergo vasectomies. although 
some later changed their minds., 
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