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By JILL GOETZ
Specal to the Herald

WASHINGTON — Reports on ra-
diation experiments that the gov-
ernment conducted on civilian
prisoners, Air Force personnel and
workers at the Hanford Reserva-
tion sat stacked in a House subcom-
mittee’s document rooms for a year
while staff members devoted them-
selves to other matters.

Ouly after the prodding of Rep.
Edward J. Markey, D-Mass., who
became chairman of the House Sub-
committee on Energy Conservation
and Power !ast vear, did staffers
move to stuay the documents.

The subcommittee, reacting to
public concern over the effects of
raaiation on human heaith, will
make a report on the experiments
public in a few weeks ...or a few
months. Neither staff members nor
congressional aides familiar with
the 1nvestigation would give a more
derinite answer.

Phil Keif, a public affairs special-
ist with the Department of Energy,
said he beiieves the DOE submitted
its final report on the experiments
to the subcommittee in September
of 1984. One source, who requested
anonymity, said the reports were so
extensive it required two years to
review them,

Raoul Rosenbera, press secre-
tary to Markey, wouid not comment
on the findings.

In its activity report published
last April. the House Committee on
Energy and Commerce, the parent
to Markey’s subcornmittee, said it
was conducting an ongoing investi-
gation of the experuments.

The experiments were conducted
bv agenc:es prececing the COE. in-
ciuaing the Deiense Nuciear
Azencv anc-the atomic Taergy
Commussion. One rcup of 2xper-
mments was conaucteq :n 1% Jver
two atoils in the Pacific Ocean. Air
Force personnei rode in 3-37 air-
planes that were repeatedly flown
through highly radioactive musn-
room ciouds iroem atomic domp

1002b3b

radiation tests

a year

blasts “for the principal purpose of
measuring radiation doses in the
clouds and to the crews,’” the report
said. .

The doses of radiation they re-
ceieved in those experiments, as
part of a series of 17 nuclear tests in
the Pacific that year, were equiva-
lent to the doses they’d have re-
ceived from 1,000 chest X-rays,
accoruing to the activity report,

The Air Force had already sent
“robots'’ into the mushroom clouds
and measured the doses of radia-
tion they received. The flight crews
may have been exposed for no rea-
son, the report said.

The revort on those experiments
was maae puplic in Novemoer of
1985, as part of a report by the Sen-
ate Committee on Veterans’ Af-
fairs.

One source close to the House
subcommittee said its report will
cover about 30 radiation experi-
ments on humans by the govern-
ment. Another source put that
figure in the hundreds. The expen-
ments were conducted between the
mid-1940s and early 1970s, Rosen-
berg said. He thinks most of those
reports have remained closed to the
public. . .

The experiments included inject-
ing voiunteers irom some Wasning-
ton and Oregon state prisons with
radioactive isotopes. Some Hanford
workers and miiitary personnel
were exposed o radiation in many
forms and on many parts of their
body. Some had therr testicles irra-
diated and then willfully received
vasectomies.

The studies were considered by
some officials to be urgent to deter-
mine how soidiers would function in
the event of nuciear ‘»ar. or now as-
tronauts ‘wouid respond to ragiauon
‘rom the aumospnere,

Some of the sudiec’s {reated were
victims of cancer. aAll knew tnhev
‘yerz2 s=2c¢iving raaiaiion.
spoxesmensaid.

In addition to its own investiga-
tion, the subcommittee has re-
quested a report on the matter from
-he Generai Accounting Cffice.



