
c- THE T R I - C I T Y  HERALD 
Tri-Cities, :JA 

n tests’ 

JJU G O R Z  
SomdmmeHadd 

WASHlNCTON - Reports on ra- 
diation experiments that the gov- 
ernment  conducted on civil ian 
prisoners, Air Force personnel and 
workers a t  the Hanford Reserva- 
tion sat sta&ed in a House subcom- 
mittee’s document rooms ior a year 
while staff members devoted them- 
selvestoothermatters. 

Only after the prodding of Rep. 
Edward J. Markey, D-Mass., who 
became &innan oi the House Sub- 
committee on Energy Conservation 
and Pqwer !ast year. did staffers 
move to stuay the a m e n t s .  

The subcommittee, reacting to 
public concern over the effects of 
raaiation on human health. will 
make a report on the experiments 
puDlic in a few weeks ... or a few 
months. Neither staff members nor 
congressional aides familiar with 
the investigation would gve  a more 
deiirure answer. 

Phil Ked, a public affairs swcial- 
ist with the Department of Energy, 
said he  beiieves h e  DOE submined 
its final report on the expenments 
to the subcommittee in September 
of 1984. One source. who requested 
anonymity, said the reports were so 
extensive it requupd two years to 
review them. 

Raoul Rosenoera, press secre- 
tary to Markey, woud not comment 
on the findings. 

In i t s  activity report published 
last Apd. the House Committee OD 
Energy and Commerce, the parent 
to Marlrey’s subcommittee, said it 
was conhct iw an ongomg investl- 
gacion oi ’he expermens. 

The experi?lencs were conducted 
by 3e;enc:es p m i ? g  b e  COE. b- 
c iua ing  t h e  a e i e n s e  Xuciear  
.iqenc:f jcG!?.e . i t amic  Z:ner::y 
Csmmlssion. One ~ U O  oi XWR- 
men= was mnauctea JI 1 s  dver 
two 3tok in the Tacrfic ‘hem. -4.k 
Force Fersonnei rode in 3-57  air- 
planes that were repe~ltedly flown 
through highly radioactive musn- 
room ciouas i r sm aromic homo 

a year 
blasts “for the principal purpose of 
measuring radiation doses in the 
clouds and to the crews,” the repan 
said. 

The doses of radiation they re- 
ceieved in those experiments, as 
part of a series of 17 nuclear tests h 
the Pacific that year, were equiva- 
lent to the doses they’d have re- 
ceived from 1,000 chest X-rays, 
accoming to the activity report. 
The Air Force had already seat 

4 ~ b o t s ”  into the mushroom clouds 
and measured the doses of radia- 
tion they received. The fight crews 
may have been exposed for no rea- 
son, the report said. 

n e  ~ w r t  on those experiments 
was maae pudic in Yovemoer si 
1985, as part oi a report by the Sen- 
ate Committee on Veterans’ Af- 
fairs. 

One source close to the House 
subcommittee said its report w d l  
cover about 30 radiation experi- 
m e n s  on humans by the govern- 
ment .  Another source put  tha t  
figure in the hundreds. The e?tpen- 
mens  were conauctea between Lhe 
mid-1940s and early 1970s. Rosen- 
berg said. He thinks most of those 
reports have remained closed to the 
public. . 

The experiments included inject- 
ing voiunteers irom some W a s h g -  
ton and Oregon state pnsons wth 
radjoacrive isotopes. Some Hanford 
worKers and miiitary personnel 
were e x p a d  fo radiation in many 
forms and on many parts of ther  
body. Same had theu testicies irra- 
diated and then willfully received 
VBsectOKXlleS. 
The studies were considered by 

some officials to be urgent to aeter- 
mine how soidien would function in 
the event oi  nuclear war. ar now as- 
mnauts  wouid respond to raaiauon 
from b e  srmmpnere. 

Some oi Y e  subiecs tmtei we.- 
vIc:imS o i  cancer. .+i1 knew iney 
wcr: . -nc?iving :aa jaL ion .  
sportemensaid. 
In addition to i ts  own investiga- 

t ion.  t h e  subcommittee has re- 
quested a report on the matter from 
;?e Genenr .-iccounring Cffice. 
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