
MEMORANDUM FOR: Charles D e t l s l  , ER-70 

FROM: Jeff Sherwood, CP-22 

SUBJECT : response t o  lnqulry on 'human experfmentatlon studies' 

here I s  a brief descrlptlon of  research t h a t  Is t h e  subject o f  t h e  
recent congresslonal subcommlttee report. 
Unlted States Infomatfon Agency per a request from their  pollcy O f f l C e .  
Please concur i n  i t s  release or suggest appropriate changes. 

I developed tt to provlde t o  the 

Background Informatfon on Research Projects Involving Human Test S u b j e c t s  
and Rad la t ton  

From the mid-1940's t o  the  ea r ly  1970's, the  Manhattan Englneerfng 
Project and the Atomlc Energy Comnisslon (predecessor agencies to today's 
U.5. Department o f  Energy) funded projects involvfng human tes t  subjects and 
radlation. T h i s  research was conducted for a variety o f  reasons. In t h e  
early years, there was an urgent need for data I n  order to establlsh safety 
Standards for the thousands of workers producing and u s l n g  r a d i o b c t l v e  

J materfals in the  weapons industry, Other research provlded basic  knowledge 
a b o u t  the b i o l o g l c a l  e f f e c t s  o f  r a d l a t l o n .  The reseerch a l so  Involved the 
development of medical uses o f  radlatlon I n  diagnoslng and treatlng cancer 
and other  dlseases. 

) 

This research was conducted under 
guldelfnes o f  the tlme, These 
adopted  the new gu lde l  l n e s  as they were developed. While radioisatopes 
continue t o  be tested for new diagnostic and therapeutlc uses, under today's 
s t r i c t  ethical gulde l  i n e s  human research I n v o l v i n g  the e f f e c t s  o f  radlat lon 
would not be conducted, 

In fo rma t ion  about t h i s  research has been pub1 ished i n  the sclent l f tc  
l i terature  slnce World War I 1  and  I n  the popular press s lnce  t h e  '60s. 
T h l s  research has been the subject of  two Congressional hearings and has been 
lncl  uded i n  testimony before numerous congressional hearings over t h e  years. 
Detalled Informat lon  abou t  a l l  the  studies was provfbed t o  Congress In 1984. 


