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The Honorable James Schlesinger
Secretary

Department of Energy
Washington, D.C, 20545

Dear Mr. Secretary:

February 24, 1978

703933

‘The Subcommittee on Health and the Environment will be holding
hearings on Tuesday, February 28, 1978, on the recently announced
findings that civilian personnel exposed to ionizing radiation at the
Portsmouth Naval Shipyard in New Hampshire have approximately twice the
risk of dying from cancer as the workers not exposed to radiation.
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It is my understanding that representatives of the Naval Reactors
Program met with Dr. Walter Weyzen and Dr. W. R. Albers of the Department
to discuss, among other things,
possibility of the Department of Energy conducting human health and
mortality studies on both Naval Reactors Program workers -- which would
include naval shipyard employees -- and persons living in the vicinity
In order to obtain as complete information
as possible on this matter, I would like to have Dr. VWeyzen and
Dr. Albers testify at our hearing on February 28.

of Energy on December 13, 1977,

of Naval Reactors facilities.
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In particular, we would like Dr. Weyzen and Dr. Albers to be
- prepared to discuss the circumstances leading to the Navy's request that
DOE do a health and mortality study in connection with the Naval Reactors
Program, the type of study DOE plans to conduct and the current status
of such a study. Ve also request that all correspondence and memoranca
relating to this or similar matters be provided for examination by the

Subcoumittee members and staff.

The hearing will be held in room 2322, Rayburn House Office Building,
Thank you very much for your cooperation.

and will begin at 10:00 A.M.
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Sincercly yours

£

G. ROGERS
Chairnan




