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703933 February 2 4 ,  1978 

The Honorable James S c h l e s i n g e r  
S e c r e t a r y  
Department of Energy 
Washington, D.C.  2 0 5 4 5  

Dear Fi r .  S e c r e t a r y :  

The Subcommittee on Health and t h e  Environment w i l l  be  h o l d i n g  
h e a r i n g s  on Tuesday, February 28,  1978, on t h e  r e c e n t l y  announced 
f i n d i n g s  t h a t  c i v i l i a n  p e r s o n n e l  exposed t o  i o n i z i n g  r a d i a t i o n  a t  t h e  
Portsmouth Naval Shipyard i n  Hew Hampshire have approximately twice t h e  
r i s k  of dy ing  from c a n c e r  as  t h e  workers  n o t  exposed t o  r a d i a t i o n .  
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It is my u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h a t  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of t h e  Naval Reac to r s  
Program met w i t h  C r .  Walter Weyzen and D r .  W.  R. Albers of t h e  Department 
of Energy on December 13,  1 9 7 7 ,  t o  d i s c u s s ,  among o t h e r  t h i n g s ,  t h e  
p o s s i b i l i t y  of the Department of Energy conduct ing human h e a l t h  and 
m o r t a l i t y  s t u d i e s  on b o t h  Kava1 R e a c t o r s  Program workers  -- which would 
i n c l u d e  n a v a l  s h i p y s r d  employees -- and pe r sons  l i v i n g  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  
of  Naval R c e c t o r s  f a c i l i t i e s ,  I n  o r d e r  t o  o b t a i n  as complete i n f o r m a t i o n  
as p o s s i b l e  qn t h i s  m a t t e r ,  I would l i k e  t o  have D r .  Veyzen and 
D r .  h l b e r s  t e s t i f y  a t  o u r  h e a r i n g  on February 28. 

I n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  w e  would l i k e  D r .  Weyzen and D r .  A lbe r s  t o  be  
p repa red  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  l e a d i n g  t o  t h e  Navy’s r e q u e s t  t h a t  
DOE do a h e a l t h  and m o r c a l i t y  s t u d y  i n  connec t ion  w i t h  t h e  Naval R e a c t o r s  
Program, t h e  t y p e  of s t u d y  DOE p l a n s  t o  conduct and t h e  c u r r e n t  s t a t u s  
of such  a s t u d y .  
r e l a t i n g  t o  t h i s  o r  s imi la r  m a t t e r s  b e  provided f o r  e x a n i n a t i o n  by t h e  
Subcommittee members and s t a f f .  

\-!e a l s o  r e q u e s t  t h a t  a l l  correspondence and memoranda 

1 ,  

The h e a r i n g  w i l l  b e  held i n  room 2 3 2 2 ,  Rayburn llouse O f f i c e  B u i l d i n g ,  
1 .  and w i l l  b e g i n  a t  1O:OO A.M. Thank you v e r y  much f o r  your  c o o p e r a t i o n .  
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