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Fact Sheet on Litigation Pursuant to Human Body Irradiation Progran .;,
at Oak Ridge e oo A s

" Alvin U. Trivelpiece, Director < . .+ B e
Office of Energy kesearch ,'_~3 an ~¢1;~ﬁ PRI T A

. The followinu facts have been prcpared to aun:arize the information , e
_relevant to the lavsuit being prepared against the Federal Govcrnuent
(DOZ, Departuent of the Army, and NASA) on behalf of the family of
decedent who received medical treatrent for acute ,“f
lysphatic leukemia at the Medical Division of ORAU 4n July 1964. The.
lavsuit alleges that the proccdures used were inappropriate for the 'ﬁ'"‘
treatment of leulienia, that effective chemotherapy was withheld, - .-
and that the claimants were denied information regarding alternative o
'trcatcent and tbc hazards of the radiation cxposures. <i:3~;1,. U
Con/ressional ovcrsiﬂht hearings on this na:ter beforc the Subcoumittce on
Iuvestizations and Oversight of the louse Counittee on Science and Technology

_97th Congress were held on ertember 23 1981.->_.;'l.;r 4 -

In 1957 under the AFC the Hedical Division of ORAU began 8 cancer f- ,
treatnent progran desiﬂned to improve radiation therapies and to assess . -
the health effects of total body irradiation. In 1964, NASA also began =~
providing addition2l funds to obtain inforwsation on the onset of acute = «:
adirtion sickness. From 1957 to 1974 nearly 200 patienca, including N
, were treatcd at this facility. R .uy v
The hearinvq investigated the alleﬂations that facilities were suhstaudard.
tidt treatoents were of little therapeutic value and inferior to other
available techniques, that fully inforwed consent was not given, and
finally, that the attempt to gain data for the spacc program took prccedence
over proper ucdical considerations. L : -

The Total Body Irradiation Studv at ORAU was 1nitiated vith two principal
objectives —— the first was to seek information that oight lead to improved
radiation therapy for leukemias and lynphomas and thc second to acquire '
rediobiolobic infornatiou.- e ,:.. - :

A]l patients with these diseases admitted to che Medical Division hospital
during this pariod were considered for this therapeutic program. The
diagnoses vere established by clinical history, physical examination, and’
micro#copic study of surgical biopsies, bone marrow, and peripheral blood
sacsples, The urgency for treatment was assessed, and those patients whose
condition required some other kind of therapy, or no therapy at all, were
onitted. ~ If the clinical status was changing rapidly and it was anticipated

that other additional treatment might be needed during the poetirraﬁiation .

obsarvntion period, these paticnts were also excluded. If no clearly:
superior therapy was available for a particular patient and the to;al—hody
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radiacion treatment wvas regarded as an acceptable way of management, the -
patient was offered this form of treatment, following an explanation of
the research protocol. Informed consent was obtained inm accordance with
ethical practice to protect the rights of the individual as & research

gsubjecte

Under an interagency apreecent between NASA and AEC, task 9 vas begun in
1964 to identify and compile information on cffects observed im hunans
exposed to large doscs of lonizing radiation either accldentally or in
the course of therapy for discase, and to organize and interpret this
information to support MASA's responsibilities for planniug and conducting
ranned space flights. Testirony at the hearings estallished that NASA's
interest in this prespective study was solely in acquiring accurate '
radiation dose-response data on a non-interference basis frowm the AEC/ORINS
clinical study of the effectiveness of low-level total body radiztion in
treating persons with certain types of ncoplastic diseases (lyaphoma,
leukenia). No evidence was found that MASA had any role in the selection
of patients, sclection of therapevtic wodality, referral of patients, or
any other aspect of the clinical etudy. NASA was interested only in |
acquiring data frow adult human radfation exposure. - A

, in the course of his treatment at the Medical Division of
ORAU, was treatad with several experiwvental procedures including ‘
irradiation of extracted bone marrow, subscquent injection into his mother
and reinjection of her serum into him, as well as an experimental total
body irradiation in the Medium Exposure Total Body Irradtator. He was
then transferred to a second facility == the Low Exposure Total Body
Y+wv~diaror —= for intencive moailtoring of his acute recactions to the
et e s irradiacion. One wvitness, Dr. Peter Wiernik of the Daltimore’
Cancer Research Center, told Gore that the treatment status for leukenia
at the time was such that any new treatwent could be tried. HNe had no
problea with the treatment, "it was a good idea that didn't work.”
Besides the scientific and medical experts testifying on the wmedical
need and acceptability of the treatnments given, family mewbers of other
patients testified that this facility offercd their one last hope for: .
saving a relative and also substantiated the quality of good care proyiQed.

After the hearing, in response to questions of reporters, Albert Gore, Jr.
stated that he thought that the tectirmony essentially refuted the charges
(‘The Oak Ridger, Scptexber 24, 1981)., ‘Therc has been nothing subsequent
"t these hearings to alter the situation. This current lauvsuit is based

on the soue information thoroughly and adequately covered {n the heariogs.
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