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Honorable R icha rd  L. O t t i n g e r  
Chairman, Subcommittee on Energy 

Conserva t ion  and Power 
Committee on Energy and Commerce 
House o f  Represen ta t i ves  
Washington, D. C. 20515 

BOXNO. I &= 6 

Dear M r .  Chairman: 

T h i s  i s  i n  response t o  y o u r  October 23, 1984, l e t t e r  reques t ing  f u r t h e r  
documentat ion concern ing  r a d i a t i o n  exper iments performed on human sub jec ts .  

The enc losed package o f  m a t e r i a l  s u p p l i e s  t h e  requested documentation. The 
f i r s t  enc losu re  answers t h e  s p e c i f i c  ques t i ons  i n  y o u r  l e t t e r  and i n c l u d e s  
some documentat ion t h a t  i s  no t  among t h e  f a c t  sheets. Th is  i s  f o l l o w e d  by 
f a c t  sheets w i t h  t h e i r  co r respond ing  documentation, grouped by t h e  t o p i c s  
i n d i c a t e d  on t h e  summary f a c t  sheets.  Four r e p o r t s  re fe renced i n  t h e  f a c t  
sheets  a r e  c l a s s i f i e d  and have n o t  been inc luded .  
c l a s s i f i e d  r e p o r t s  cou ld  be secured and made a v a i l a b l e  f o r  rev iew by t h e  
subcommittee members who have a c learance.  

Copies o f  t hese  

The i n f o r m a t i o n  on t h e  names and o t h e r  persona l  
(SFS2.001 and 2.002) has been requested, b u t  has n o t  y e t  been rece ived.  
i n f o r m a t i o n  con ta ined  i n  t h e  m a t e r i a l  t o  be supp i e d  may be exempt f rom 
p u b l i c  d i s c l o s u r e  pursuant  t o  Exemptions 5 and 6 o f  t h e  Freedom o f  
I n f o r m a t i o n  Act, 5 U.S.C. ss552(b )  ( 5 )  and ( 6 ) .  Exemption 5 p r o t e c t s  
memoranda o r  l e t t e r s  t h a t  c o n t a i n  advice,  o p i  n ions  , o r  recommendations whi ch 
a r e  p r e - d e c i s i o n a l  and a p a r t  o f  t h e  dec is ion-mak ing  process o f  t h e  agency. 
Exemption 6 p r o t e c t s  i n f o r m a t i o n  i n  personnel ,  med ica l ,  and s i m i l a r  f i l e s  
t h e  d i s c l o s u r e  o f  which would c o n s t i t u t e  a c l e a r l y  unwarranted i n v a s i o n  of 
persona l  p r i vacy .  I n  f a c t ,  two o f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  s igned forms consen t ing  
t o  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  research  p r o j e c t  (SFS2.001 and 2.002) w i t h  
t h e  unders tand ing  t h a t  t h e y  would no t  be p e r s o n a l l y  i d e n t i f i e d .  We seek 
y o u r  guidance on how b e s t  t o  respec t  t h e i r  d e c i s i o n  i n  responding t o  t h e  
Subcommi t t e e '  s reques t .  

n fo rma t ion  on t h e  p r i s o n e r s  
The 

Wi th  respec t  t o  ques t i on  1.a r e g a r d i n g  t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  med ica l  records ,  
l e g a l  records  and o t h e r  documents r e l a t i n g  t o  r a d i o l o g i c a l  exposure o f  t e s t  
s u b j e c t s ,  employees, m i l i t a r y  ve te rans ,  "downwinders," and r e s i d e n t s  o f  
i s l  ands which rece ived  fa1  1 o u t  f rom atmospher ic bomb t e s t s  i n  t h e  Paci f i  c, 
i t  i s  t h e  Department 's p o l i c y ,  t o  t h e  maximum e x t e n t  poss ib le ,  t o  p r o v i d e  
i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  on t h e  Department 's atomic weapons a c t i v i t i e s .  
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Dear Mr. Chairman: 

T h i s  i s  i n  response t o  you r  October 23, 1984, l e t t e r  r e q u e s t i n g  f u r t h e r  
documentat ion concern ing  r a d i a t i o n  exper iments performed on human sub jec ts .  

The enclosed package o f  m a t e r i  a1 suppl i es t h e  requested documentat i on .  The 
f i r s t  enc losu re  answers t h e  s p e c i f i c  ques t ions  i n  y o u r  l e t t e r  and i n c l u d e s  
some documentat ion t h a t  i s  n o t  among t h e  f a c t  sheets. T h i s  i s  f o l l o w e d  by 
f a c t  sheets w i t h  t h e i r  cor respond ing  documentation, grouped by t h e  t o p i c s  
i n d i c a t e d  on t h e  summary f a c t  sheets.  Four r e p o r t s  re fe renced  i n  t h e  f a c t  
sheets  a r e  c l a s s i f i e d  and have no t  been inc luded .  
c l a s s i f i e d  r e p o r t s  c o u l d  be secured and made a v a i l a b l e  f o r  rev iew by t h e  
subcommittee members who have a c learance.  

Copies o f  t hese  

The i n f o r m a t i o n  on t h e  names and o t h e r  persona l  i n f o r m a t i o n  on t h e  p r i s o n e r s  
(SFS2.001 and 2.002) has been requested, b u t  has no t  y e t  been rece ived.  The 
i n f o r m a t i o n  con ta ined  i n  t h e  m a t e r i a l  t o  be s u p p l i e d  may be exempt from 
p u b l i c  d i s c l o s u r e  pursuant  t o  Exemptions 5 and 6 o f  t h e  Freedom o f  
I n f o r m a t i o n  Act,  5 U.S.C. §§552(b) ( 5 )  and ( 6 ) .  Exemption 5 p r o t e c t s  
memoranda o r  l e t t e r s  t h a t  c o n t a i n  advice,  op in ions ,  o r  recommendations which 
a r e  p r e - d e c i s i o n a l  and a p a r t  o f  t h e  dec is ion-mak ing  process o f  t h e  agency. 
Exemption 6 p r o t e c t s  i n f o r m a t i o n  i n  personnel ,  med ica l  , and s i m i l a r  f i l e s  
t h e  d i s c l o s u r e  o f  wh ich  would c o n s t i t u t e  a c l e a r l y  unwarranted i n v a s i o n  o f  
pe rsona l  p r i v a c y .  I n  f a c t ,  two o f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  s igned forms consent ing  
t o  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  research  p r o j e c t  (SFS2.001 and 2.002) w i t h  
t h e  unders tand ing  t h a t  t hey  would no t  be p e r s o n a l l y  i d e n t i f i e d .  
y o u r  guidance on how b e s t  t o  respec t  t h e i r  d e c i s i o n  i n  respond ing  t o  you r  
Commit tee's request.  

We seek 

With respec t  t o  q u e s t i o n  1.a rega rd ing  t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  med ica l  records,  
l e g a l  reco rds  and o t h e r  documents r e l a t i n g  t o  r a d i o l o g i c a l  exposure o f  t e s t  
s u b j e c t s ,  employees, m i l i t a r y  ve terans ,  "downwinders," and r e s i d e n t s  o f  
i s l a n d s  which r e c e i v e d  f a l l o u t  f rom atmospher ic bomb t e s t s  i n  t h e  P a c i f i c ,  
i t  i s  t h e  Department 's p o l i c y ,  t o  t h e  maximum e x t e n t  poss ib le ,  t o  p r o v i d e  
i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  on t h e  Department 's atomic weapons a c t i v i t i e s .  


