
2 .: 

703475 
June  30, 1983 

EK-73 

Background I n f o m a t i o n  on P l u t o n i u n  I n j e c t i o n s  I n t o  Humans 
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The a t t a c h e d  Fact  Shee t  on t h e  i n j e c t i o n  of 18  p a t i e n t s  w i t h  plutonium 
i n i t i a t e d  under t h e  Hanhat tan P r o j e c t  was prepared by t h e  Atonic  Energy 
Connission i n  1974. 

I n  1974,  t h e  AEC's I n s p e c t o r  General ( IG) conducted a n  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t o  
d e t e r n i n e  whether o r  no t  t h e  p a t i e n t s  had been t o l d  t h e  n a t u r e  of t h e  
i n j e c t i o n s  and had g iven  t h e i r  permission.  The I G ' s  r e p o r t  on t h i s  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was i s s u e d  August 1 7 ,  1974,  and i s  c l a s s i f i e d  " O f f i c i a l  
Use Only." 

The I G ' s  r e p o r t  found t h a t  a p a t i e n t  i n j e c t e d  i n  1347 had been in fo rned  and 
had s i g n e d  a consent  agreement i n  t h e  presence of two doc to r s .  Another 
p a t i e n t  d e f i n i t e l y  was not informed but t h e  r e c o r d s  on t h e  o t h e r  1 6  
p a t i e n t s  are unclear .  

A s  a result of t h e  1974 i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  t h e  d o c t o r s  of t h e  f o u r  p a t i e n t s  
a l i v e  a t  t h a t  t i m e  were con tac t ed  and asked t o  tel l  t h e  p a t i e n t s  of t h e  
n a t u r e  of t h e  i n j e c t i o n s .  One w a s  not t o l d  because he r  d o c t o r  f e l t  
t h e  knowledge would be d e t r i m e n t a l  t o  h e r  h e a l t h .  She has  s i n c e  died.  
The o t h e r  t h r e e  p a t i e n t s ,  a l l  of whon were a l i v e  as of February 1976 ,  were 
i n f o  rued. 

S ince  1974,  s c i e n t i f i c  papers  have been p resen ted  by Drs. P a t r i c i a  Durbin 
(LbBL) and Robert Rowland (ANL), on t h e  f i n d i n g s  of follow-up s t u d i e s  
they have conducted . 
I n  February 1976 ,  i n  response t o  p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t  and an i n q u i r y  from t h e  
Washington P o s t ,  ERDA i s s u e d  a p r e s s  release c o n t a i n i n g :  background 
i n f o r m a t i o n ;  t h e  Fact  Sheet ;  and a sunnary r e p o r t  of t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  
I n t e r e s t  dec l ined  r a p i d l y  a f t e r  t h e  r e l e a s e  and we are unaware of any 
subsequent  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  na t t e r  u n t i l  r e c e n t l y .  

We understand t h a t  r e c e n t l y  a r e p o r t e r  f o r  a n  Oakland, C a l i f o r n i a  
pape r  i n t e rv i ewed  bo th  D r s .  P a t r i c i a  Durbin and John Gofman on t h i s  
s u b j e c t  and s u b s e q u e n t l y ,  a t  t h e  s u g g e s t i o n  of D r .  Durbin,  t a l k e d  
w i t h  D r .  Sidney tiarks (PTJL). D r .  Harks,  i n  t h i s  c o n v e r s a t i o n ,  c o r r e c t e d  
t h e  impression given t h e  r e p o r t e r  by D r .  Durbin t h a t  he had l e d  t h e  1974 
i i i v e s t i g a t i o n ;  gave llcr t h e  t e l ephone  number and name of DOE'S I n s p e c t o r  
Genera l ,  and sugges t ed  she ca l l  Ils. G a i l  Eradshaw i n  COE's p u b l i c  
i n f o r m a t i o n  o f f i c e .  He  subsequen t ly  c a l l e d  13s. Bradshaw. 
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PIE. Eradshnv has not y e t  been c o n t a c t e d  by t h e  repor te r  b u t  has infom.cd the 
IG's office and t h e  Press Secretary of t h e  r e p c r t r i r ' s  i n t e r e s t  i n  this NBarr :a 
xatter. 6/30/83 

S'he issrze of infomwd consent,  i f  raised, \ i i l S  ba d i f f i c u l t :  to d e d  t d t h  i n  2<? 

-=j$j$L d i n  ton 

?&Lip rhe l i g h t  of present bOI: and T e d c r d  ;>ol ic ies  and proccdurcs r e g a r d i n g  
1iiirian s u b j e c t s .  r"!iecc are v a s t l y  D O ~ C  co:iificd 2nd e x p l i c i t  than ;illy 
f ;uidnnce s v n i l a h l c  at the t i i x  t h e  i n j e c t i o n s  were g iven ,  arxl t!ie p r o c c d u r c s  
used 2t t h a t  t i xe  T*iOUlcl no t  ricct. sCnr;c!ar-ls adoptcri an3 c u r r e n t l y  a p p l i e d  
by I X E  and o t h e r  FcckraS organiza t ions .  
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