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Dear Chuck: Folder M H SLL’)AAA/L@!

As 1 am sure you are aware, Dr. Joseph Shilen, Director of the Bureau of
Industrial Hygiene of the Pennsylvania Department of Health, has recently
been stirring up considerable controversy with his opinions on the hazards of
work with beryllium. His most recent production is a paper in the July issue
of Industriel Yedicine and Surgery. It is my feeling that this paper not only
represents a typz of intellectual dishonesty which should be exposed for what
it is, but also I feel that it is a very dangerous paper. It will either lull
certain mepufacturers into a false sense of security or it may cause some of
them who, in marr cases, are subcontractors to the AEC to feel that we don't
know what we are talking about if we insist on rigid precautions.

For some. tirmé n-w Harriet Hardy has been compiling a case registry of beryllium
poisoning cases. This work of hers has, I believe, received the financial
support as well a2s the professional blessing of the Division of Biology and
Yedicine. I hapren to know that her list of cases contains one or more which
cane from the Beryllium Corporation, the concern which was given the whitewash
treatzent in ShiZen'!s paper. I feel that Harriet has at hand all of the
mzteriel necessery to provide a rather complete refutation of everything
Shilen says, end I believe that steps should be teken immedietely to bring

this matter out into the open.

I confess I ar rot certain as to what I regard as the best method for doingz
this. If Eerriei publishes this materiel under her own name she probably
stands a verr gocd chance of being sued. Obviously, she must be protected
from the effects of such a possibility. I wonder if it might be possible to
have the U, S, Public Health Service come out with some sort of official
statement or buietin which weould simply say that in the opinion of the TSPES
beryllium must be regarded as 2 hezardous material until and unless it cen
finally be prcvexn innocent,

This, of ccurse, weculd represert a rather peculier reverszl cx tke pert cf the
Public FHealtl Service. As far as I know, their only previous wcrd cr tke sub-’
ject was tre rec—hlet issved zbout tern years esgo whick wes written by Lewrerce
Fairhell. In tzis pamphlet he attempted to give beryllium e clezn bill cf
Lealth and he st=bbcrrly stuck to his cpinion in the face of 2 steadily.



<%= Dr. Charles Dursn -2- July 29, 1954

__.._____.' —_ . )

- s et -,
S e - m—— - ~

et

S increasing volu=e of evidence to the contrary. I feel quite certain thet Seward
T Miller ncw appreciatés the fallacy of Fairhall's work, and they might like to
take this oppor<unity to get back on the right side of the fence. Fairkall is

no longer emplczed by the U, S. Public Health Service.
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As you may gatter, I feel rather strongly on this subject as do a number of
others and I wzald like to see some definite action teken. -
Very sincerely 3-'0111‘8,
fT
THOMAS L. SHIPMAM, M. D.,
Fealth Division Leader
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