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As I am sure rou are aware, Dr. Joseph Shilen, Director of the  Bureau of 
I n d u s t r i a l  Wgiene of the  Pennsylvania Department of Health, has recent ly  
h e n  s t i r r i n g  up considerable controversy with his opinions on the hazards of 
work with beryll9um. H i s  most recent production is a paper in t h e  July issue 
of Industr ie l  k s i c i n e  and SurEeq. 
represents a kq= of in te l lec tua l  dishonesty which should be exposed fo r  w h s t  
it is, but also I feel t h a t  it is a very dangerous paper: 
cer ta in  nzr,*flzct*lrers in to  a fa l se  sense of security or  it may ceuse some of 
thorn who, i n  ceses, m e  subcontrectors t o  the AEC t o  feel  t h a t  we don't 
know w h a t  we =e talking about if we i n s i s t  on r i g i d  preczutions, 

It is my fee l ing  t h a t  this paper not only 

It will e i t h e r  lull 

For s o m  t b B  nsx F'ariet  Hardy has been coinpiling a case r e g i s t r y  of beryllium 
poisoning C Z S ~ S .  

sup2ort as vel l  8s the professional blessing of the Division of Biology mAd 
lkdicine. 
cme f roa  the  3eryllium Corpration, the concern which was given the  whitevash 
t r ea t r en t  in ShiLen*s paper. I fee l  that Fmr ie t  has a t  hznd a l l  of the  
m t e r i s l  n e c e s s r y  t o  provide a kather complete re fu ta t ion  of everything 
Shilen says, an5 I believe tha t  steps should be t&en h s d i e t e l g  t o  b r k g  
t h i s  mitter ont l n t o  the o2en. 

I c o d e s s  I u= n t  cer tain as t o  w h a t  I regard as the  bsst  method for doing 
this. 
s tands  a ver; g x d  chance of being sued. 
f rcn the e f f ec t s  of such a passibi l i ty .  
have the I!. S. FLblic Heslth Service come out w i t h  some s o r t  of off ic ia l  
statemsnt or b s e t i n  which would simply say t h a t  i n  the opinion of t he  TISPFS 
k z y l l i u n  mst be regirded as e kzardous material =til a d  unless it cEn 
f i n a l l y  be p c r e s  innocent. 

This ,  of c x r s e ,  vculd represext a r a t t e r  FecllliEr reversz l  c=l t he  pert cf t h s  
h b l i c  Healtt. Service. 
j e e t  YZS t t e  y c y h l e t  isscsd e b u t  ter; yeers ago uhick wcs v r i t t e n - b  k a e r r c e  
F2 i rhd . l .  
kezltb and he strbbzrr3y stuck t o  his cpinion i n  tke fece cf'e s t e a d i l y  

T h i s  work of h2rs  has, I believe, received the  f i n m c i a l  

I &?;en t o  knou'that her list of cases contains one or mme wk5ch 

If F ' & ~ f e i  p b l i s h e s  this m t e r i a l  under her  ovn m e  she probsbll;. 
Obviously, she must be protected 

I uonder if it m5Ei;t bo, possible  t o  

As far 2s I krxw, t he i r  a.Qg F R V ~ O U S  vcrd CT. t.ke - 

In t;'s panphlet he attec?ted. t o  Eive b e r y l l i m  e Clem b U  cf 
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increasing v o l n  of evidence to the contrary. 
I’Uler ncw appreciates the fallacy of Fairbzi l l fs  work, an3 they d g h t  l ike t o  
take this opp0l-l-unity to get back on the right side of the fence. F a i r k 0  is 
no longer e!qlc,-ed by the U. S. Public Health Service. 

As you nay ptb, I feel  rather strongly on t h i s  subject as do a nunber of 
others and I v z d d  l ike t o  see sone definite action taken. 

I f e e l  quite certain thet Semrd - 
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Very sincerely  OUTS, 
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THONAS L. SHIPMN, M. D., 
Realth Division Leader 
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