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Dear D r w  Cay: 

703010 

I v i s h  t o  c a l l  to your a t t e n t i o n  a v e r y  h s t r e s s i n g  cwelo?:-.ient 
v i t i i i n  t h e  AEC, which could  e f f e c t  the l i v e s  of nunclreh of ccncer 
p t i e t n s - p r e s e n t  2nd f u t u r e .  

Located in Oak Eidge, Tenaessee i s  a most promineat resecr-ck 
f z c i l i t y ,  Oak Ridge Associated U a i v e r s i t i e s ,  14edical Divis ion,  
which r e c e i v e s  t h e  p e n t e r  p a r t  of i t s  ose ra t ing  funds from t he  
A X .  Since 1965' it iias been undergoing anaual budget c u t s  Ln 
AEC funds azlnually; 2nd aow the f i n d  blow--no inore Punch. -i?zr 
vembcr 1 5 t h  t h e  h o s p i t a l  w i l l  c l o s e  ?ermanently unless  you czn 
i n t e m e n e .  u c .  e r e se - r ch  p r o j e c t s  .c;li-~l-'~e-'sFeTved;- ;~ei-i;z;>s 
oiieYaTcoLiLd hzve groviciecl a cure  f o r  cancer.  A congexiel  r . n ~  
e f f e c t i v e  r e s se rch  teen of four doctors  and t h e i r  su3port  stz . fP 
w i l l  be disso lved .  

ISefore t h e  annual budget c u t s  p a t i e n t s  were r e f e r r e d  here fror:i 
every s t z t e ;  many a r e  a l i v e  todcy beccuse of t h e  aclvonced ' ; rez t : : ieat  
c?vrilzble.  Doctors from world reiiovn f a c i l i t i e s ,  such ES I;c.yo, 
iitve r ece ived  t r a i n i n g  i n  t h e  t ree . tnent  of ccncer here .  '3r. Lo::l=ll 
Edwards, Chief or" Cli-sicel Serv ices ,  develo?ed the use of c. ~ c . 5 0 -  
a c t i v e  i s o t o p e ,  viiicn fiiacle S o s s i b l e  cn e a r l i e r  de t ec t ion  of c ; . x c ~ ;  
2 real brea!:throrr&. I a m  iaclucling z. co2y of a l e t t e r  v:rik-:z:l 27 
a f a t i e n t ,  T J ~ O  g ives  her case  h i s t o r y  znd  t h e  work clone ce O:;L..U 
very a r t i c u l a t e l y .  

I a m  z l s o  enc los ing  a copy of t h e  r e p l y  from Dr. Janes L i v e r x . a ,  
Di rec tor  of biomedical cnd Environmental Resezrch, i n  resnonse t o  
t h e  n2peal I mecle to my Congressnzn t o  in te rcede .  D r .  L i v e x i a ' s  
exp l rna t ion  sounded f e a s i b l e ,  and would l e e d  one t o  believe tile 
p c t i e n t  w i l l  be well cared for. 
anc ie s  when one c o q e r e s  i t  w i t h  t h e  o f f i c i a l  l e t t e r  seat t o  tile 

02AU p a t i e n t s  (which I an! also enclos ing)  inforining them of Lie 
dev e 1 o p e a t  s . 
D r .  Liverazn s t n t e s  t h z t  supe r io r  c a r e  w i l l  be zvailnbic Car 
p z t i e n t  a t  t h e  E s s t  Tennessee Chncer Resecrch Center, Univcrsit;. 
of Tennessee I.ienoria1 i iosp i ta l ,  iraoirville . T o  ny !.L?m:LeLZc 'z.iiz 
C z c i l i t y  is s r e s e a t l y  i n  t;ie alarming s t z p ,  e v e n t u d l y  to LxG.:: 
oac of ",lie sizrteen FederzlLy 2inn:lced Ctncer Centers i:; 5 i e  c  ax:^::-.-. 
,.,cL:m:hiie?? ? ?  
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n ;rue, the b u i l d i n g  is substznCzrL. It i o  t h e  1:orlG Tlzr 11 Oak 
pjctge I losp i tc l .  EIoweverI, 2 leu!:exiz. ?zkient ,  had i: Toon f e r  
su;>erior to t h e  one i n  t h e  new, nodern Oak Ridge iios;lital. 
z t t e n t i o n  from t h e  staff ifas i n c o z i p r a h l e  i n  every wzy. Present  
f e c i l i t i e s  could  s u r e l y  be funded by t h e  A X ,  as i n  t h e  pcst,  
u n t i l  a new b u i l d i n g  could be built, or the  gro?osed Zegionzl Centcr 
e t  t h e  Un ive r s i ty  of Temessee is a r e n l i t y .  

The 

You w i l l  no t e  t h a t  t h e  l e t t e r  na i lcd  fro:u O U U  t o  the p z t i e n t s  
s t a t e s  t h a t  t h e  p re sen t  prowem w i l l  no t  be continued a t  S z s t  
Tennessee Csncer Xesezrch Center. 
ixis 2 r i v a t e  2hysician.  
doctor inzdequcte ly  t r a i n e d  t o  t r e a t  czncer  2nd i n  the use of 
the l a t e s t  methods a v z i l a b l e ;  very ”,rrUilztic indeed. The average 
doctor  does no t  have t h e  necesszry l z b o r a t o r y  f a c i l i t i e s  z v c i i a b l e  
t o  .do t h e  necessery blood work to n o a i t o r  t h e  cliscrse. It i s  not  
; jossible ,  even under t h e  best of cosd i t ions ,  for cciequate 2 r i v a t e  
t r e a t x e n t  . 

T h e  p z t i e n t  is  zcivised t o  consul t  
I n  ncny czses  t h z t  nems r e l y i n g  u ~ o n  2 

The costs of ,prolonged nedicel c a r e  c z : ~  s n o r t l y  exheust one‘s 
f innnces,  reducing him t o  poverty.  Insurance is inadequnte t o  
cover a l l  c o s t s ,  and it even tua l ly  runs  out .  

Cznccr is 2 h o r r i b l e  d i a p o s i s  t h c t  h,-.u.nts the p-bieat c o n s t m t l ? .  
L5th aclcXtiona1 worr ies ,  such PS tile !*mowledge t l i e t  mecliczl c;re 
he is  g e t t i n g  is n o t  the b e s t  avcilG5i.e aad tkt resezrch  iics been 
c a t  i n  t h e  xiiiie of economy csn  der“inite1y impecig- his ;irogress. 
Lcese C i r s t  hand zr-qeats f z r  ox”,v:eigh 3r. Livermn 1s 1 

i 

n- 

I c?sk you t o  use your islcluence to restore X X  f~t?cls t o  O X U  
E:c.Ciccl Divis ion a t  once. Sevcrc.1 OC t h e  s“vzff k v e  clreedy 
interviewed f o r  o ther  o n p l o p e n t ,  tlirich i s  za i r r e 2 l z c z b l e  loss 
t o  research  znd the  t rea tment  of czncer .  !!itii fmris f o r  cosltinucd 
opcrstiorr r e s t o r e d ,  adequzte t i n e  could  be ,&.?ecf t o  g ive  consider-  
e t i o n  f o r  2 new, well-equiped buil,ding. I f  you would  1001: i n t o  t h e  
work clone by t h e  h i g h l y  t r a i n e d ,  def icz ted  ?crsonnel zt ORAU, I 2in 
s u r e  you v~oulcl i r m e ~ d i e t e l y  r e a l i z e  t i ict  the  coa t inuz t ion  0: this 
f z c i l i t y  is v i t e l .  

Ti;xe is very  short--XovenSer 15 ! ! 

S i n c e r e l y  yorrrs, 

0 0 0 0 0 9 9  
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To The Oak RiQ& ' ' 
I have caccer. reticulum-cell 

sarcom of the bone; but thanks 
to Cod and to the ingenuity of the 
k n o w l e d g e a b l e  r e s e a r c h  
physicialr a t  the Oak Ridge 
&sociated Universities. I have 
been living over six y s n  with 
this disease when statistics show 
that I shculd have &en dead. 

In lSi@ t!+e surgeon removed a 
football-size. malignant tumor 
from my spleen. By 1971 the 
tumors had spread into the 
thoracic region. The surgeon 
removed a tunor from my ieit 
lung. Many others were located 
near by heart and vocal chords 
and could not be safely removed. 

.4s a last recourse, I sought the 
assis tance of the research  
specialist ' a t  ORAU wit!! the 
thought thatt if tiiey cx!d no! 
cure  me, they could iearrr 
something that would aid them 
in trea+Ag future cancer vic- 
tirrs. 

The research team went to 
work. After giving me a com- 
prehensive examination, they 
held a consultation and agreed to 
by an experimental method of 
chemotherapy to ry to shrink 
the tumors. Dr. F r a n c i s  
Gmwitz, witn remarkable skill, 
adniiriistnred the medicine. He 
S v e  me VeIoane, a drug h t  
?revents cancer cell division; 
Cy!maa a form of mustard gas 
t!!at g e s  throughmt the body 
and destroys cancer cells; and 
Prednisone, a form of C O r t i s O i E  
that shrin!cs tumors. 

Then the miracle: .4fter less 
than three months treatment, I 
star& gaining {*;eight, aild all 
signs of L!e tumors 'chisappeared. 
Since then I hare been living a 
normal life and workiilg every 
day. NOH. 1 go to ORATJ once a 
: ~ I C . ~ G ,  a d  Dr. Csswir; 
p r w r i b s s  a maintenance 
qaant i tp  of medicine that 
restrains the frcwtn of tumors. 
That scxe typs of C2i:cer can 
k ccmoIied as sugar diabetes 
can be controkd scunds in- 
crdible. 
The phenomcnm oi my 

recovery is familiar to the 
r s e m h  spcciaiist at OHAU 
because they ofter. wi!ness 
mirac!cs of !his type as they 
&iiy m r c h  fo: ciiscoverks in 
!ne ;rcbtment c?I cancers  

. ... . .  _ . . .  , .  
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Telephone? 615 483-8411 

September 20, 1974 

- 
Oak Ridge, Tennessee 37830 

' D e a r  

S e v z z d  nonths  ago i t  was f - r s t  announced i n  the  newspapers t h a t  
the  OMU Medical Divis ion Hosp i t a l  would soon b e  c los ing .  
t h e s e  r e p o r t s  were ambiguous and allowed sope people t o  mistakenly 
b e l i e v e  t h e  Piedical D i v i s i o n ' s  c l i n i c a l  program would be  t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  
t h e  East Tennessee Cancer Research Center i n  connection wi th  t h e  U. T .  
Memorial B o s p i t a l  i n  Knoxville,  and t h a t  t h e  program would continue 
unchanged except f o r  r t l o c a t i c n .  I b e l i e v e  t h e  need f o r  c l o s i n g  w a s  
accuratdy repoyted and t n e  USkEC has r u l e d  o u t  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of 
b u i l d i n g  a new h o s p i t a l  h e r e  a t  Oak Ridge. 

Unfortunately 

Therefore ,  a f t e r  October 18, 1974 w e  w i l l  admit no p a t i e n t s  t o  t h e  
h o s p i t a l  except f o r ' s p e c i f i c  r e sea rch  tests and on h'overnber 15 ,  1974 t h e  
h o s p i t a l  w i l l  be c iosed  permanently. A l l  o u t p a t i e n t  a i d  i n p a t i e n t  visits 
scheduled f o r  a f t e r  Decenber 15 will b e  cance l l ed .  Although t h e  even tua l  
r e o r g a n i z z t i g n  of t h e  ORAU medical prJgram has not  been f i n a l i z e d ,  t ie  p l a n  
to naintain an o u t p a t i e n t  n u c l e a r  medicine r e sea rch  program t o  cont inue 
t e s t i n g  new ways of d s t e c t i n g  cancer with r a d i o a c t i v e  i s o t o p e s .  
the o u t p a t i e n t ' s e r v i c e s  w i l l  b e  l i m i t e d  t o  experimental  d i a g n o s t i c  procedures 
and w i i l  n o t  i n c l u d e  t r e a t s e n t .  

However, 

digb-icr2-r ---l Xe r w o g n i z e  chai 2"r s~ir,t.: t;lis nexs v i 2  Zc: \*e-** -- 1 -A&"..-.. ~ u... 2.r 
o t h e r s  t h e  c l o s i n g  w i l l  i n f l i c t  B r a a l  hardsh ip ,  e s p e c i a i l y  on those  who 
have become dependent u?on tis f o r  care of t h e i r  very s e r i o u s  i l l n e s s c s .  
We genuinely r e g r e t  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  of t h i s  d e c i s i o n  and f u r t h e r  regret:  t h e  
m i c l e a d i q  a s p e c t s  of t h e  r e p o r t s  and rumors which have c i r c u l a t e d .  The 
work and a s s o c i a t i o c  with t h e  piirier,rs C t  ORAU has  been ci neaniTpfu1 a?.d 
fulfilling eqe r i ence  for each s t a f f  member. 
and a p p r e c i a t i v e  of t h e  confidence t h a t  ;JOU have shown i n  us and y a a r  
w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  assist u s  i n  ca r ry ing  out our research missicn. 

We a r e  very much arrare of  

This .letter should b e  regarde.2 as a r e f e r r a l  back t o  t h e  phvsf .Lian  
who ori,Pinall.jr rcicrred you t o  0:M; (or t o  any personal  pnysician or' y o u r  
choice) .  .I'lczsr b e  nssured t h a t  Tat2 want t o  cooperete wi th  y ~ u  and yc12r 
doc to r  i n  an:,' way we can w i t n i n  t h e  c o n s t r r i n t s  placed upon cs by ogr  
c o n t r a c t  with t he  USAEC and t h e  law. VP w i l l  be  happy t o  correspond **-ith 
your doc to r  and t o  make ccpies o f  your  chary f o r  h i n  a: your request.. 

~ ~ 0 0 1 0 1  
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Some p a t i e n t s  will l i t e r a l l y  n o t  know which way t o  tu rn .  I f  you are 
one, p l e a s e  l e t  me sugges t  that you 1) consu l t  your personal  ( fami ly)  
doc to r ,  d i scuss  wi th  him how you view t h i s  event and what you f e e l  i t  
impl i e s  f o r  you pe r sona l ly  o r  2) ca l l  us t o  s e e  if w e  can h e l p  d i r e c t  you 
t o  some s u i t a b l e  alternative. We w a n t  t o  he12 you f i n d  s u i t a b l e  sources  
of medical care and if necessary, t o  a t t e m p t  t o  he lp  you a r r ange  f i n a n c i a l  
assistance. If you feel t h e  need t o  d i s c u s s  these  matters, Ms. Bingham, 
our  head nurse ,  is prepared t o  r e c e i v e  your c a l l s  and w i l l  make a r r angecen t s  
f o r  you t o  come i n  t o  t a l k  e i t h e r  wi th  h e r  o r  wi th  another  szafr‘ menber who 
will adv i se  you regard ing  t h e s e  adjustments .  
c a l l i n g  c o l l e c t  dur ing  working hours  (8:OO a.m. - 4:30  p.m.), area code 
numb er extens ion 

You may reach Ms. Bingham by 

Once Gzain, ot behalf of t h e  e n t i r e  s t a f f  a t  t h e  OhAU Medical D iv i s ion  
w e  a p p r e c i a t e  having  worked wi th  you. 
p rogres s  a g a i n s t  our  common enemy, cancer ,  and w e  wish you t h e  very  b e s t .  

With your he lp  w e  have made s i g n i f i c a n t  

S incere ly .  

Cc d o w e l l  Edwards, M. D . 
Chief of C l i n i c a l  Serv ices  
Medical Divis ion 

0 0 0 0 1 0 2  



UNITED STATES 

ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON. D.C. 20515 

s -  

Honor a b l e  LaMar Baker 
House of Rcpr e s e n t a  t i v  e6 

Dear Mt . Baker: 

JUL 2 9 1974 

\ 

. Your let ter t o  Mr. Rober t  O ' N e i l l  da t ed  J u l y  16,  1974, concerning 
of Oak Ridge a l e t te r  you had r e c e i v e d  from 

has been referred t o  m e  f o r  r e p l y .  

The concern expressed  by 
i n s t i t u t i o n s  of cance r  r e s e a r c h  and t r e a t m e n t ,  in p a r t i c u l a r  the 
Oak Ridge Assoc ia ted  U n i v e r s i t i e s  PIedical D i v i s i o n ,  ar ises  i n  p a r t  
from t h e  d i f f i c u l t y  of i n t e r p r e t i n g  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  t h e  k i g n i f i c a n c e  
of a series of n e g o t i a t i o n s  now going on w i t h  OMU, U n i v e r s i t y  of 
Tennessee Memorial H o s p i t a l  i n  Knoxvi l le ,  t h e  East Tennessee Cancer 
Researr:i C e n t e r ,  and Oak Ridge N a t i o n a l  Labora to ry .  F i r s t ,  our 
i n t e n t  is t o  improve the  East  Tennessee r e g i o n a l  c a p a b i l i t y  for 
t h e  c l i n i c a l  management of cancer and cancer  r e s e a r c h  through 
c o o p e r a t i v e  s u p p o r t  of t h i s  group. This w i l l  undoubtedly r e q u i r e  
i n c r e a s e d  a l l o c a t i o n s  from AEC,  and .- should be a s s u r e d  
t h a t  any a c t i o n s  which a re  e v e n t u a l l y  recommended w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  
t h e  PIedical D i v i s i o n  of ORAU w i l l  n o t  be  a consequence of a c u t  i n  
AEC funds: The i s s u e  or' mainta in ing  a c l i n i c a l  r e s e a r c h  f a c i l i t y  
i n  Oak Ridge has r e c u r r e d  over  a p e r i o d  of s e v e r a l  yea r s .  
problem i n  p a r r  i s  due t o  subs t anda rd  c l i n i c a l  f a c i l i t i e s  wfiich 
do n o t  meet t h e  c r i t e r i a  of a c c r e d i t a t i o n  and l i c e n s i n g  a u t h o r i t i e s .  
However, a d e f e c t  n o t  so e a s i l y  r e p a i r e d  was emphasized by a group 
of medica l  s c i e n t i s t s  and c l i n i c i a n s  who reviewed t h e  program of t h e  
Medical D i v i s i o n  and p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  Oak Ridge Lacked the  popula t ion  
and r e f e r r a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  r e q u i r e d  t o  s u s t a i n  c l i n i c a l  i n v e s t i g a -  
t i o n  of t h e  scope and q u a l i t y  now found i n  l a r g e  medical c e n t e r s .  
It w a s  recornended t h a t  OXAU Xedica l  D i v i s i o n  should exp lo re  t h e  

f o r  t h e  need t o  s u s t a i n  t h e  

The 

I 

0 0 0 0  I 0 3  
. .  

* 



Bonorablc  LaMar Baker. - 2 -  

o p t i o n  of becoming i n t e g r a t e d  i n t o  t h e  E a s t  Tennessee Cancer 
Research Center  a t  the U n i v e r s i t y  Memorial H o s p i t a l  i n  Knoxv i l l e  
where,  i t  was f e l t ,  a more s u i t a b l e  environment f o r  c l i n i c a l  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  cou ld  be deGelopad. 
underway and some i s s u e s  of l o c a l  p r i d e  and d i f f e r i n g . p e r s o n a 1  
views w i l l  h i g h l i g h t  t h e i r  p r o g r e s s .  However, t h e r e  i s  a good 
chance of s t r e n g t h e n i n g  the performance of a l l  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  
which are invo lved  i n  the East Tennessee r eg ion  by a coope ra t ive  
program and by developing  a n  o u t s t a n d i n g  c l i n i c a l  r e s e a r c h  c e n t e r  
a t  the U n i v e r s i t y  Memor ia l 'Hospi ta l  i n  Knoxvi l le .  
some t i m e  t o  develo'p t h e  d e c i s i o n s  which might l e a d  t o  t h e  changes 
which have been recommended. 

These n e g o t i a t i o n s  are now 

It w i l l  t ake  

I n  the meantime I t h i n k  you can a s s u r e  
is to improve c o n t i n u a l l y  the a b i l i t y  of t he  i n s t i t u t i o n s  which we 

. 
c l i n i c a l  management. 

t h a t  our  g o a l  

. suppor t  i n  performance of t h e i r  miss ion  of cancer  r e s e a r c h  and 

S i n c e r e l y ,  

. 

0 0 0 0  1 O b  
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ORAU . _. 
O F t h s  Medical Division hu 

been an important cancer 
research center since it was 
formedat thereguestof the AEC 
In 1950. 

It has treated n u m e r w  
victim d leukemia. cancer of 
the white blood cells, by using 
radiation, bane marrow Ira* ' 
plants rod special drugs. 

The Division discovered 
several years ago that 8 
radioactive Lotope of gallium U 
useful ln detecting cancer 
because of its tendency to settle 
in :oft tissue tumors. 

Among the Division's better 
known nuclear medicine 
progrrm is the Caopenllve 
Cmup to Study Localization d 
Radiopharmaceuticals. The 
grwp includes staff mcmbcn of 
16 medical schools and hospitab. 

It is considered iinportant that 
the radiopharmaceutical  
r a u n h  of ORAU continue LO be 
conducted in Oak Ridge b e c a w  
d ?ha proximity of Oak RidRr 
National Laboratory, where 
radioisotoes with very short 
ball l ivu are produced for 
mzdical uses. 

The ORAU announcement 

'The Division has two im- 
portant centers of basic 
biomedical research: the 
biological chemistry group 
under Dr. Fred Snyder and the 
Marmoset Research Center 
under Dr. Nazareth Gengorian. 
Both of these programs wdl 
eontinre, prcbably on an ex- 
pnded basis. 

"Snyder's learn is con- 
centrating on the study of fatty 
mbsrsnces, called lipids, and 
their function in cells. This team 
bas discovered a rare group d 
Upib characteristic of mort 

man. It is hoped that the results 
o( &la research will eventually 
-tribute to the broader goal d 
prevention, diagnosis. and 
treatment of cancer. 

"The Marmoset Research 
an te r ,  with ig large colony d 
the South Amencan primates is 
focusing upon studies in im- 
munology and cancer of Ihe 
colon, which the marmoset 
develops spontaneously. 
"In addition to these team. 

the Medical Divisicin conducts a 
variety of other basic 
.biomedical research efforLI. 

tO!hy 8150 5IPtCO: 
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members may be given jobs in 
other ORAU programs. 
depending on the AEC budget 
situation (hit year. 

Poller said that ORAU's ph" 
with the UT Hospital are still in 
the discussirin sta:e, but tnat it 
Is hoped that ORAU physicians 
will bc able to work with the L'T 
staff in treating cancer palrents 
at the UT Medical Research 
Center and Hosoital in Knox- 
vluc. 

No ORAU physicians are 
DLWI&I~ to leave the Medical 
bivisioistaff as a result of this 
change, although Potter did 
recall that Drs. Francis and 
Helen Coswib left the ORAU 
staff several month ago to go 
lolo the.private practice after 
laming that the closing of the 
OIUU barpital was imminenL 

Early last spring It was 
mated by an AEC Deer 
review grwp that the O l U U  
kpital  c lae  down and transfer 
l b  patient care efforts to the 
proposed East Tennessee 
Cancer Research Center. It has 
been planned that thh center 
would k a l e  at  the UT hospital. 
' The reasons given for  the 
proposed hlnsfer of the Medical 
Division's patient care program 
were thm: 

1. The Medical Dtvision 
bullding was outmoded and even 
failed to meet the accreditatim 
standards of the state of Ten 
ornet. although it d a s  not have 
tomeet these standards since it 
tr a federal facility; 

2. The patient pool in Oak 
Edge b small. so therefore it 
would not be too economical to 
modernize Ibr horpilal here for 
only about seven patients a 
m; ' 

5 A mueh larger pool of 
~llcer patients fw the highly 
IuuedORAU specialists to treat 
and conduct clinical research on 
a b t s  at the UT hospital. where 
the r eg iml  Cancer Research 
Center Intends to be 
budquartertd. 

Cmiidering these factors, the 
AEC peer group suggested fhat 
it would be more economical to 
trader ORAU's patient care 
program of cancer research 0 
the UT hospital. 

The suggestion was then 
rludied by an ORAU internal 
committee and a committet of 
the ORAU baard of directors. 
The decision was then made to 
dae the hospital in October. 

D 

. .  

L 

supported both by the AEC and 
other government and pnvau . i . .  .. . .  . - .  

..-_ . 

agencies. 
"ORAU is a nonprolit 

educational and research cot- 
! 

Faration of 42 univenilin and 
colleges in the South. It opcraln 
under a prime contract with VK 
AEC, as well as with fund5 from 
other private and govcrmrrC 
orgawtions." 

. .. 
. .  
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Several mantha ago i t  w u  f i r a t  announced in the awepapera tha t  
t h e  ORAU Medical Divlaion Hoapical would aoon be cloaina. 
theae reports were ~ I R U O U I  and allowed aome people t o  d e t a k e n l y  
believe the  Medical Dlvision's c l i n i c a l  program would be t ransferred t o  
the  Eaat Tennessee Cancer Reaearch Center i n  connection with the  U. T. 
Xemorill Hospital i n  Knoxvflle, and tha t  the program would continue 
unchanged except f o r  relocation. 
accurately reported and t h e  USAEC has ruled out the poaa ib i l i ty  of 
buildfng a new hospi ta l  here  a t  Oak Ridge. 

Unfortunately 

, 
I believe the need f o r  closing war 

Therefore, a f t e r  October 18, 1974 we w i l l  admit no pat ien ts  t o  the 
hoapital except f o r  s p e c i f i c  research t e s t s  and on Novenber 15. 1974 the 
hospi ta l  w i l l  be closed permanently. A l l  out nt  and inpatient-&1p~ts 
acheduled for a f t e r  December 15 w i l l  b d  Although the eventual 
reorganization of the  d m U k x F p t o g r a 3 a 3  not? been f ina l ized ,  we plan 
t o  maintain an outpatient nuclear medicine research program t o  continue 
t e s t i n g  new ways of detect ing cancer with radioactive isotopes. _HoyeLeL 
the. outpatient s o p i c e s  vi."_ be, lf_mited t o  ejlperimental ,piagnostic_pr_ocTAuLes 

- g d e  t r e a t e q g .  .-. 
0 

Uo recognize t h a t  f o r  aome t h i r  n w a  w i l l  bo very dist reaaing urd for  
other. tho c l o r i n ~  w i l l  i n f l i c t  a rmal hardahip, especial ly  on t h e m  who 
hayo becorp. dependent upon ut f o r  care of t h e i r  very aerloru i l lncasen.  
We genuinely regret  the necesafty of th ia  decision and fur ther  regret  the 
r ia leading aspects of the  reports  and rumors which hive circulated.  The 
work urd association with t h e  pa t ien ts  a t  ORAU has been a maninpiu l  and 
f u l f i l l i n g  experience f o r  each s t a f f  member. 
.nd appreciative of the  confidence tha t  you have sham i n  us and your 
villingnesa t o  ~ 1 i . t  ua in carrying out our reacarch mission. 

who original ly  referred you t o  ORAU (or  t o  any personal physician of your 
choice). 
doctor in m y  way w e  can within the conrtrainca placed upon u s  by our 
contract with the USAEC and the  law.  We w i l l  be happy t o  correspond with 
Jour doctor and t o  make copies of your chart f o r  hlm at  your request. 

We are  very much avare of 

Thhi. letter should be regarded am a r e f e r r a l  back t o  t h e  physician 

Pleas. be assured t h a t  we want t o  cooperate with you and your 
. .  
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I f  YOU are l l y  not  know which way t o  t u r n  11 l i t e r  
on., please l e t  me suggest t h a t  you 1) cozsul t  your personal ;family) 
doctor ,  discuss  with him how you view t h i s  event and what you f e e l  i t  
impliea f o r  you personally o r  2) c a l l  us t o  s e e  i f  w e  can help d i r e c t  you 
t o  aoma s u i t a b l e  a l t e r n a t i v e .  
of m d i c a l  care and i f  necessary, t o  attempt t o  help you arrange f i n a n c i a l  
u r i a t ~ a c e .  
our  head nurae, is prepared t o  receive your c a l l a  and w i l l  d e  arrangements 
f o r  you t o  come i n  t o  t a l k  e i t h e r  with her  o r  with another s t a f f  member who 
vffl advise  you regarding t h e s e  adjustments. 
calling c o l l e c t  during working hours (8:OO a.m.  - 4 : 3 0  p.m.), area code 
n w h r  

. We w a n t  t o  help you f ind  s u i t a b l e  sources 

If  you f e e i  t h e  need t o  discuss  these  matters ,  Hs. Bingham, 

You may reach Ua. Bingham by 

Once again, on behalf of t h e  antire s t a f f  at t h e  ORAU Medical Division 
wa apprec ia te  having worked with you. 
prograra aga ins t  our comon anomy, cancer, and w e  wirh you t h e  very bast. 

With your he lp  wa hava made s i g n i f i c a n t  

Sincerely. 

C"dx?&l  Edwards, N.D. 
Chief of C l i n i c a l  Services  
Medical Divis ion 

c 
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OEAU msdical won’t 

con fin ue ‘treatment’ 
p e r i m e n t a l  d i a g n o s t i c  
procedures. 

The official ORAU an- 
nouiicement had said that the 
patients “will continue to be 
treated as outpatients” but this 
was in error in a literal in- 
terpretatlon of the word 
“treatment.“ 

The timetable for thc hosplbl 
closing u as foilws: After Oct. 
18. no patienb will be admitted 
to the iiospital except for specific 
research. On Nov. 15, the 

(CaaUnud aa Page 11 No. 41 

Oak Ridge Associated 
Universities has clarified a 
portion of its announcement last 
week concerning the phasing out 
d the small hospital operated 
lor more than two decades by 
the Medical Division of oak 
Ridge Assoelated Universities. 

ORAU says now that them will 
ba no continued “treatment“ of 
outpatienu once the hospital on 
West Vance Road u closed the 
middle ol November. Rather, 
ORAU will only continue contact 
with these patienls for ex- 

. .. 
- . .  
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’ bap i t a~  will be per- 
manently. All outpatient and 
-lent visits scheduled for. 
after ~ e c .  is will be canceiled. 

According la a letter written 
Dr. C. Lowell Edward. chief 
didcal servicn at  the ORAU 

Medical Division to patients and 
made avallnble to The Oak 
N d g u  by one of Ux patients: 

“Although the eventual 
=organization of the ORAU 
d - 1  program has not been 
finalized, we plan 10 maintain an 
outpatient nuclear medicine 
m r c h  program la continue tam new ways d detecting 
Cancer with radioactive 

The letter continua: 
“we recognize that for aome 

news will be very 
& w i n g  and for othen the . dosing will inflict a real hard- 
ship, especially on those who 
h v e  become dependent upon YI 
for care ol their very SmOILI 
Lllrxues. 

“We genuinely regret the 
necessity of this decision and 
further regret the misleading 
aspects of the reports and 
ma which h v e  cuculnled. 

2 

trotoper” 

’ ‘Tbc work and auoclation 
with L e  patients at ORAU has 

. k e n  a meanin:ful and fulfilling 
experience for each staff 
member. We are very much 
aware of and appreciative of the 
confidence thsl you have shown 
in us and ycur willingness lo 
. u L t  w in canying cut out 
raurch mission.’’ 
?h. Oak Ridger artlcla Iasl 

week also erroneously stated 
that the ORAU hospl(.l trcal, 
only seven patients a year. In 
fact, L e  %bed hospital treats 
men palienu at any one tune 
OII the average. This was an 
ermr in writing by The Oak 
Ridger. 

Theartlcle was also in e m  10 
stating that Dn. Francis and 
HelmVodopick Goswitz had left 
tbe hospital scveral months ago 

. to go into private practice. The 
two docton announced recently 
that they were leaving ORAU to 
go into private practice but are 
still with 0R.W.  They do not 
plan to leave ORAU unW their 
prolerslonal offices under 

’ construction on 170 Weat Te* 
resee Avenue an completed, ; they say. 

.. c . .  
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light on humonity 
A thelllt3 h Fast J&eS Of 

Alvin M. Wehbcrg, former 
director d Oak R!dp National 
laboratory, has bccn that of 
“Blg Science” and “Little 
Science.” 

“Big Science” he defiies as 
large research efforts, mostly 
federally financed, directed 
rather exclusively a t  some 
rpeci[ic national mission - like 
mclear weapons during World 
War 11, like space a decade ago, 
like energy now. 

The national laboratories, 
Wdnberg argued long before 
most others, are the proper 
@aces for “Big Science.” At the 
lune he first stated this view, 
dversities, especially, seemed 
to be out to take over “Big 
Sclenes.” Some therefore, may 
bave viewed Weinberg’s 
argument as only lobbying for 
his own - for ORNL. 

However, he argued equally as 
strongly for the preservation and 
encouragement of “Little 
Science” - the individual 
scientist in his laboratory or the 
m a l l  group doing, perhaps, 
much more basic, much less 
mission-oriented science - 
mall researcb teams trying out 
the more exotic scientific ideas. 

Universities, Weinberg con- 
‘tended, were the most ap- 

ropria): places for “Little 

Whe& Oak Ridge Associated 
Universities Medical Division 
would acceot the classification of 

Lence 

ytients to I-n*i‘.:r ii*,rs. hor ?:ui 
cnyone i:w ici!;) y.: tic! . ~ J ‘ v  
vital som? :f tiii. ..I: 5c.d 
Division’s findings 7 j even- 
tually prove to be it! *e con- 
tinuing q m t  for the elusive 
cancer cure. 

Indeed, tlie E!eriica! Di;-ision’s 
research is to go on. B d  b m w e  
of a short-sighted and ii,.:emitive 
decision on the part of the U. S. 
Atomic Energy Commission 
(and apparently at least 
passively accepted by top ORW 
administration), the Medic21 
Division is to lose its sn;all 
hospital. Lost with the hcspital 
wiU be something terrib!y im- 
portant - the very close per- 
SOMI contact between patients 
and researchers. 
Such closeness could well be a 

very essential part of cancer 
research. (Is it not consistent 
with the idea of interdisciplinary 
research - the mixing of the 
social and the physical scien- 
ces?) Indeed, with so much to te 
learned about cancer, can any 
research program be truly 
comprehensive if it does not 
include something like the 
ORAU hospital? 
Has not the ORAU Medical 

Division been unique as a cancer 
research facility where there is 
this proximity, this rapport - 
this, yes, fellowship - between 
patient and researcher? 
Can the kind of relationship 

between patient and rz;earchet 
that has occurred here possibly 
be duplicated in the much larger, 
much more hpenonsl cancer 

“Uttle Sdence” Is uncertain. 
Surely the term Is not intended to 
suggest little significance. Nor 
can It b mid that the Medical 
Division has not been mission- 
aiented. It has been very much 
oriented towards a cure for 
cancer. 

The Medical Division seems to 
fit the definition of “Little 
Science,” however, as it has 
been a relativdy small group of 
thorough1 dedicated, highly 
motivatet! physicians and 
scientists working in an in- 
tensely personal way with a 
purposely limited number of 

bents. Many of these pabents E ve known fully that they were 
terminal cancer patients. 
However, they have come here 
in the hopes of some ncw findmg 
which, if not beneficial to them, 
might be benetictal to some 
cancer victim or potential 
cancer victim in the future. 

And while ORAU Medical 
:Division has not found in almost 
‘a quarter of a century the “cure 
for cancer.” it has indeed 
deveh)pcd a rmnibcr of treat- 
ment and detection tcchniqucs 
which h v e  helped scores d .-- * . 

* >  - 
7 I a-. .. . ~ 1. . .  . -  . 9. 
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research program tt;d is en- 
visioned at University‘of Ten- 
nessee Memorial Hospital? 

And can it be expected, with- 
out this intense persval close- 
ness, that so many p2. nts with 
significant cases of cancer wil l  
be as willing to allow tiemselves 
to be studied as closely and 
pnonally as  the patir-ts at the 
ORAU Medical Division have 
allowed over so many years? 

And does it make sense to 
discontin!.? r. F------- ‘s unique 
and potentially v2 lble a s  
ORaU’s ti:. k.: ~. that its 
modest facilities are outmoded? 
How easy to build a new 
building. How di‘“:ult to 
duplicate the doc1 .patient 
intiinacy. 

The AEC decisicn seems 
heavy on impersonal 
bureaucracy and light on the 
kind of ima~native, sensitive 
human considcr tions that are 
much more likrlj to be the key to 
curing caIicer, very human, 
non-burcaucrati non-political 
disease. 7 , 

. .  
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.. / Letters To The Editor' 

patient. ~n overdose or 8, 
reaction to h e  medicine eould 
destroy thephteleU. caurmy Vu 
patient to bleed 10 death; 
datmy tbe white blood ceU 
k8ving the patient rurccptlb!8 to 
many typm d dm-;  or 

oison the kidneys, CaUSlnS P mmedlrle death. In mmy 
uses, thr t/Pm d - 
treated by (hcw speculul Ur 
r a n  The average p r r e t i t l m  
~ ~ ~ t 8 d ~ -  
or UW dn~y or how to a& 
minuter them Yet. thur d- 
ficulr UI aendrn# tbcse c .nnr  

' 

i 
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after clesing assured 
' PaUents who have bccn tinder 
treatment et the hapitni of Oak 
Ridge Aarcciated Universities 
wUl continue to k treated by 
ORAU physicians at other 
h l i o a r  after the hospital ir 
closed, ORAU and Atomic . Energy Commisrion officials 
wid today. 

At 8 special bdding for The 
' Oak Ridger, the officials said 

Uut Wednesday'a article in The 
Oak Ridger was in ermr in 
rtrting that there wiU be no 
continued treatment of out- 
patients once the hospital on 
West Vance Road is closed the - middle of November. 

Joe Lenhard. director of L e  
AEC'r research and technical 
aupport division, wid that AEC 
and ORAU "never Intended to 
relinquish our mporuib i l ih~  to 
OUT patients." 

He added that the two prhb 
now at ORAU hospital will 
receive care from ORAU 
physicians at another hospital - 
probably Oak Ridge Hosp~tal 
after the ORAU Medical 
Division closes. 

Philip Johnson, executive 
director of ORAU. said that care 
of outpatients will continue at 
other facilities. but the detalled 
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ents of uhere treat- zr ORAU physicians wdl 
take place bave not yet ken 
worked out 
OBAU h u e d  thlr official 

atrmult todry: 
“Oak Ridge Associated 

U n l v m i t i ~  announced on Sept 
s that its medical research 
program war being redirected 
and Ut, as a result, the s m U  
hospital it m a i n t a i ~  would ha 
elacd UU week d Oct 14. The 
aonomcment pointed nut that 
* m e  patient# would c w m e  to 
ba buted as Outpatientr 

“ItIboBokdthatbscurriau 
ma in pmgeas with the Oak 
Ridge Hapib l  of the blethdut 
cburcb to make arrangements 
for those patienu who might 
rquh conbnulng hospitai cam 
for some time under the 
dlrection of ORAU ruff 

however, there has been some 
mirundentanding by the public 
ud hv some mtienb as to the 

*2!ritblt mnararrmcn~ 

Y o  ordrr to llwrc mtinuini 
a r e  by tir OHAU physicla% 
ORAU bus ior sever61 weeks 
been discussing palienl ad. 
mlrsiotr and firtancia1 
arrangemcntr with area 
bnapitrii. prineipUy the Oak 
Ridge Hospital d the Methodist 
church. 

“ORAU’wiU complete suitable 
rirrngemcnts LO assure con- 
W y  d merliul tervica prior 
io claing its hospital facility,” 

. tk ORAU SbtWIlMt concluder. 
lmbrrd raid that the mor in 

The Oak Ridger was h a d  on a 
misinterpretation d a letter to 

tients by Dr. C. Lowell 
L r d r .  chid of diniul ref- 
r& at ORAU. Dr. Edwatbr Ir 
auraatly in J a m  

J h o n  said thrt ORAU wm 
not ba taking any new patimb 
for butment  at ORAU hospital 

counging new patients now. 
ORAU ius diacontinued and 

will not resume “drastlc 
rrdlotbcrapy” such u whole 
body radiation tMtmenki for 
kukcmir victim, Lcnhard said, 
but other treatments for cancer 
pticnts much u chemotherapy 
ri l l  be continued by ORAU 
phyti&i.n* 

tenhrrd raid that the ORAU 
Mcdk.l Divislon will continue to 
take selected patienlr from 
referring hyricians for ex- 
perimcntaP procedures of 
dct.aiw dirur by wing 

radiorctive materiab 
rodiopbmaauticalr). 

WnpbeyondUU rhte d lha art 
in nudarr mrdiciru,” LuJIoxd 

Joharon raid tb8t ORAU 
anew patients over the y u r t ,  
including several hundred 
outpatients. have m e  as far 
away as from the Northust and 
West Coast as well u from 

.ha Oct 18, 8nd h Pot eP 

Ea MORAU wUI continue to do 

.maid. 

T m .  
6 
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I . - .  . . . .  . : 
. .  

f 

dutun- treatment that wili k 
wailable for patients who have 
ken UDda the cafe of ORAU 
rlrff pbyriciaru. 

“It b .nd always hu been UU 
b a t  d the Atomic E n e m  
commirrion and ORAU lhat 
ptienb m n U y  unda the 
M d ORAU phyrichns W 
coatima to receive the medical 
an they need. The dew and 

fw UW patients, in consultallon 
with ORAU physicians. to 
determine in order to a u u n  
rrmtinutlm of proper m e d d  
heatmeat Many patienu, d 
mme, will .Is0 wish to c d t  
their private phyrlfvm 

M b n d t h i r C a m l S a m t k ? .  
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